Colleen Hilton ~ Community Member, Westbrook School Department
We are pleased to recognize Colleen Hilton as a recipient of the 2007 Commissioner’s Recognition Award.  Colleen serves as the Chair of the Westbrook School Committee, and the Alternative Learning Steering Committee which is a diverse board of professionals who help on financial issues, School Committee support, community relations and the general direction of our K-12 Alternative Learning system.  Colleen’s vision and support has lead to a K-12 Alternative Learning system that serves over 300 students per year.  In her six years as a School Committee member, she consistently supports at-risk youth at the policy level and understands that sometimes schools need to change, not just the students.  As a superintendent of schools, it is most admirable to have such a strong advocate for students who don’t always “fit the mold”.  Colleen is a graduate of Westbrook High School, a graduate of the University of  Maine, CEO of the Visiting Nurses Association and Vice President of Home Health Care at Mercy Hospital.  Colleen’s married with three children in college.  She is highly regarded in the community of Westbrook and the Westbrook Schools.  

Ann Bouchard ~ Educator, Waterville Public Schools

We are pleased to recognize Ann Bouchard as a recipient of the 2007 Commissioner’s Recognition Award.  As the school nurse at Waterville High School, Ann has been a tireless advocate for at-risk students.  Due to her efforts, at-risk students are provided with essential medical care, enabling them to attend school on a regular basis.  Working with at-risk students at Waterville High School, WHS Alternative Education Program, and the Maine’s Children’s Home Teen Parent School Program, Ann carefully monitors each student’s health care needs, ensuring that each student is provided with timely health care.  Most notable of the services she has secured for at-risk students is a dental clinic students who are primarily enrolled in Maine Care.  This clinic provides students with two dental cleanings per year, teeth sealants, and follow-up services with a dentist if needed.  This dental clinic has not only benefited at-risk students at the WHS Alternative Education Program but these dental services have also been extended to the babies of students enrolled in the MCH Teen Parent program.  Similar to many of the things Ann does for all her students each week, organizing this dental clinic went far beyond her regular responsibilities as a school nurse.  Ann is a dedicated and unselfish individual committed to the needs of all students.  She is the caring adult for those students who face obstacles and conditions in their lives which put them at-risk for not graduating from high school and leading productive lives.  
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Charles Ek ~ Agency Provider
We are pleased to recognize Charles Ek as a recipient of the 2007 Commissioner’s Recognition Award.  Charles has been a driving force in assisting York educators to engage at-risk youths and their families in educational experiences that our focused on the three principals of the Kittery Trading Post Outdoor Academy (KODA) – outdoor recreation, environmental education and service learning.  Charlie has been the chief architect of KODA, and services as the Executive Director of this non-profit organization.  He has worked closely with the York School Department over the past two years on a variety of projects that have been designed to motivate and educate all students, especially targeting those identified as at-risk.  The School Department recognizes that dropout prevention can best be accomplished when students, parents, community members and educators are working together to promote the concept of   “every student college, career and citizenship ready.”  Charlie’s expertise, passion for his program and dedication to giving every student a chance to connect to the world through nature has given York at-risk students and families a chance to focus on healthy, active options for education and recreation while learning together.
Ann Slayton ~ Educator, School Union #96/Flanders Bay CSD
We are pleased to recognize Ann Slayton as a recipient of the 2007 Commissioner’s Recognition Award.  Ann is kind, and compassionate.  Her commitment to meeting the needs of students at risk is evident in her every interaction with her students.  I have talked with many students who have participated in the Adult Education Program.  With each person, Ann’s professionalism, extensive knowledge of adult learning programs, and tremendous interpersonal skills creates a very positive relationship.  In what could be a very tense experience like adults trying to get their high school credential, Ann alleviates the anxiety present and recognizes the strengths of each person.  As Adult Education Director, she participates in the exit interview for every student dropping out of our high school.  She talks with each student in a nurturing manner to explain that there are options available to him or her.  She exhibits a tremendous amount of sensitivity, recognizing the fragile state of each student.  She makes the transition from high school to the adult education program seamless and stress-free.
Dr. Will Burrow ~ Educator, Union #44
We are pleased to recognize Dr. Will Burrow as a recipient of the 2007 Commissioner’s Recognition Award. Students at risk have benefited from Dr. Burrow’s tireless efforts to incorporate research based, field proven teaching strategies for increased learning.  His focus initially has been to intervene early with students through At-Risk and Student Assistance Team meetings by involving teachers in implementing targeted teaching strategies in reading and writing.  In School Union 44 we have seen a decline in the number of special education referrals and an increase in student achievement in this sub-group.  In addition, Dr. Burrow has worked with special educators to incorporated strategies in the special education setting using precision teaching techniques and student generated charting resulting in significant achievement gains.  Not only has Dr. Burrow worked within our district, he has consulted with other administrators to address needs in our region.  He is truly an educator at all levels, in the classroom, in staff development and at the regional level.
Serena Morris~ Educator,  MSAD #22
We are pleased to recognize Serena Morris as a recipient of the 2007 Commissioner’s Recognition Award.  Serena is an exceptional biology teacher at Hampden Academy who has made exceptional commitment to at risk youth.  For the past eleven years, she has led our student assistance team. (HART). As chairperson of the Hampden Academy Response Team, she has developed a model for at-risk factors to collective quantitative date on students.  HART meets weekly and puts in place interventions and supports for students at risk.  Since the inception of the student assistance team, Serena has worked through HART to build capacity to improve our school’s success rate in dealing with at risk students.  Under Serena’s leadership, the HART team collects data on students on a weekly basis.  This data is entered into a data base that prioritizes students based on their risk factors-detentions, failing grades, absences, suspensions, and visits to the nurse.  Each week Hart evaluates the needs of the students based on their risk factors and puts interventions and supports in place to accommodate those needs.  Data allows the team to evaluate the intervention pre and post.  This process helps Hart support two-thirds of our student body each year.  For the past four years Serena has been our school wide coordinator in the Maine Youth Suicide Prevention Grant.  She has performed at a high level, developing suicide prevention protocols and an interagency agreement with a local counseling agency and crisis intervention.  The newest agreement she has helped negotiate involves the Back on Track Program with the Penquis Community Action Program.  This program helps suspended students get back on the path to success. The data collection program has been endorsed by Sue Halloran as an effective way to manage data and thus far has been adopted by seven schools who are participating in the MYSSP this year.
Dalene Dutton  ~ Civic Leader Five Town CSD
We are pleased to recognize Dalene Dutton as a recipient of 2007 Commissioner’s Recognition Award.  Dalene is the community coordinator for the Five Town Communities That Care.  Communities That Care is a collaborative organization that seeks to promote healthy youth development through the coordinated use of research-based programs to address specific issues within a community, initiated as part of a research study conducted by the University of Washington.  Through data provided by Maine Youth Drug and Alcohol Use Survey, our five town community identified “low commitment to school’ as a priority to address with area youth. Dalene has used her diverse talents to build an extremely successful one-on-one tutoring program called “Math Mentors” at area middle schools.  A former teacher, she has been able to form excellent working relationships with the schools, families and mentors that is extremely beneficial to all parties.  Students develop meaningful relationships with a caring adult that not only allows them to succeed in math, but shows them that through effort they can be successful in school and get positive recognition for that effort.  Mentors also get tremendous satisfaction in seeing the student become more successful as a result of their efforts, and the schools benefits by having a more motivated student.  It is truly a win-win situation, all directly due to Dalene’s efforts.  It has been so successful that it has recently expanded to include a “Literacy Mentors” program, which has already been awarded a grant to support it, again because of Dalene’s hard work.

Sarah Anderson ~ Agency Provider
We are pleased to recognize Sarah Anderson as a recipient of 2007 Commissioner’s Recognition Award.  Sarah is the Program Director for the 21st Century Learning Center, serving at risk students from Windham and Westbrook.  In 2004, Sarah was charged with taking extremely idealistic and complex plans from a large grant narrative and creating a consolidated after-school and summer program for students in the two neighboring districts.  Three years later, the “21st Century Community Learning Center has served hundreds of students who would otherwise have lost connection with their schools due to lengthy suspensions or expulsions, truancy, and/or transitions.  Sarah’s tireless commitment to these students, their families, and their schools has been key to the success of the 21st Century program!  Sarah has done all of the most difficult, tangible work in developing and implementing the Restorative Learning Center (which provides educational and counseling services to suspended and expelled students in Windham and Westbrook; the Teen Aspirations Program (which helps kids to discover their deepest purpose, and to create an action plan toward such achievement); the Summer Adventure Academy (a literacy- and- math-based summer program that also stresses coping skills, relationships building, and healthy decision- making); and a thriving parents’ group (monthly parent, support groups, and PERC classes). She has inspired a highly energized group of superintendents, school committee members, school administrators, teachers, and community members to gather every month to provide feedback and guidance for the consolidated community learning center.  Her compassion is always evident as she works with frustrated families and disaffected students; people leave her office feeling valued, respected, understood and loved.
Dora Lievow ~ Educator

We are pleased to recognize Dora Lievow as a recipient of 2007 Commissioner’s Recognition Award.  Dora is the Co-Founder of the Community School, Maine’s oldest alternative school.  Since 1973, she was worked with great passion to provide the model for alternative education on a state and national level.  Dora’s commitment and passion have served her well as the Community School continues to serve its original mission to provide high school age adolescents with different opportunities to earn a high school diploma.

This past fall, the other co founder, Emanuel Pariser left the school to pursue a doctoral program at the University of Maine.  Dora chose to remain at the school in a different position.  She has returned to the role of director of the Residential Program, which is truly a full circle move for her.  She has come back to where she began.  Her wisdom, experience and her commitment to collaborative practices allow her leadership and vision to continue to sprout at the school.
In her role as Residential Director, Dora has the opportunity to work closely with many young educators.  She is a mentor and a sounding board for the staff as the school grapples with many of the issues the students bring here.  Her educational philosophy has been defined and redefined over the years into “Relational education” or the practice of combining the power of human relationships with the gift of learning.

Fifteen years ago, Ms. Lievow and Mr. Pariser established a second program, the Passages program, for teenage parents.  In this program, young, teenage parents are tutored, so that their education is not back burned while they are having their children and, later, caring for infants.  In addition to at-home tutoring to help students reach their educational goals, teen parents learn about how to care for their children and themselves living with children and partners.  This program is an enormous success.  On average, 28 students fill every class and the school maintains a waiting list of teen parents who want to attend.
Emanuel Pariser ~ Educator
On behalf of Jonathan Ross, Shelley Reed and the Truancy, Dropout and Alternative Committee I would like to recognize Emanuel Pariser during one of his greatest rites of Passage.  Emanuel Pariser is not only one of the best educators that I know; he is also one of the best human beings I know as well.  His experience as an educator spans three decades as the cofounder of the Community School.  I’ve always been in awe of how his energy and voice have impacted the educational landscape not only on the local level but also on the national level.  Since 1974, he has been a tireless advocate for “at-risk” adolescents.  His compassion, empathy and hope in the goodness of life itself are what fuel him.

He has been a member of the TDAE committed since its inception.  He has worked tirelessly with OSA and the Alternative Education Association to provide services for the population.  He has also been a consistent voice in Augusta with policymaker to do what’s best for kids.  One can always count on Emanuel to listen more than he speaks, so when he does speak, we’re all listening.  Emanuel’s off to the University to complete his doctorate.  I wish him all the wonderful energy he has put out to come back to him as he continues his passion in a slightly different arena.  I know that wherever Emanuel is, voice will be strong and we are all grateful for that.
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Commissioner’s Recognition Ceremony

Blaine House Reception

10:00 am to 11:30 am

Host: Jonathan Ross, Chair Truancy, Dropout, and Alternative Education Advisory Committee

Welcome/Introductions: Jonathan Ross

Introduction of Governor John E. Baldacci for opening
 remarks

Introduction of Education Commissioner Susan A, Gendron 
for opening remarks

Awardees to the front for a photo with the Governor 
and Commissioner

Presentations of awards by Commissioner Gendron 
and Jonathan Ross

Each Recipient and their nominator will be invited to share remarks. Individual pictures will be taken at this time with Awardee, Nominator, Jonathan Ross 
and Commissioner Gendron
Closing remarks by Jonathan Ross

Refreshments

