Halorie Rintel ~ Community Member, AR Gould School
We are pleased to recognize Halorie Rintel as a recipient of the 2008 Commissioner’s Recognition Award.  Halorie is a beacon of hope to the residents of Long Creek Youth Development Center, which is one of two juvenile detention facilities in Maine.  A volunteer for the center, Halorie has an endless supply of patience, knowledge and compassion.  Halorie spearheaded the “Creek to College” Program in the fall of 2006.  Believing that all students should be offered the hope and opportunity to attend college, she worked hand in hand with five students during the first year of Creek to College, helping them enroll in one or two college classes, both within the facility via on-air transmissions and at the USM and SMCC campuses.  One of the five youths is now enrolled fulltime in his junior year at USM and is playing on two sports teams and involved actively with student government. His has returned home and is receiving full support from his family.  Another one is in her second year of a nursing program at a community college.  The third one is graduating from culinary arts program this spring.  One resident is enrolled in his seventh class working towards and associate degree in business and plans to graduate while still at Long Creek.  Today more then 20 residents have applied to local colleges and upwards of 75 classes have been take by residents.
Willo Wright ~ Community Member, Freeport Public School
We are pleased to recognize Willo Wright as a recipient of the 2008 Commissioner’s Recognition Award.  I met Willo when the Jump Start program was established for Brunswick and Freeport.  A program coordinator was needed to match first time nonviolent juvenile offenders with adult people capable of enhancing the lives of teens, was the right person for the job.  Since that time, Willo and I have developed a friendship and I have learned about her involvement in a variety of programs that help risk children and youth.  Her work with the Center for Grieving Children and as a guardian ad litem for the courts, coordinator of the Jump Start Program, and coordinator of the Rebound Program shows her dedication to her mission of helping youth.  She is an advocate for youth in the schools, at court and with their families.  Willo wants the programs established and efforts made on behalf of the teens to work.  She will do everything she can to facilitate that.  She has given much more of her time than that for which she is monetarily compensated to make sure no stone has been left unturned.  Willo does not ask of someone anything she would not do herself.  She shares her past personal experiences with an honest, straightforward manner to help young people understand that hurdles can be overcome.  Her passionate and conscientious approach to helping youth is evident at every turn and she shows no signs of diminishing her efforts.
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John Nevers ~ Agency Provider
We are pleased to recognize John Nevers as a recipient of the 2008 Commissioner’s Recognition Award.  John serves as Juvenile Community Corrections Officer for Buxton, Hollis, Lyman, Arundel and Kennebunk communities.  As a juvenile probation officer, John works closely with at-risk youth on a daily basis.  He takes the time to build positive relationships with the young people he supervises and goes above and beyond the call of duty to help them grown into responsible citizens.  John connects adolescents with mentors, community service projects and internships.  As a mentor himself, John spends time outside of the work day with adolescents.  He organizes 4-wheeling excursions and hiking trips with his clients and can often be seen attending Bonny Eagle High School athletic events.  John makes education a priority when developing plans for juveniles.  He works closely with school administrators to prevent students from dropping out of school.  John advocates for students at school board disciplinary hearings, often putting his own reputation on the line.  He helps students who have been expelled to continue their education by finding funding for correspondence courses and service learning projects.  This ensures that these students are prepared to transition back into public school.
Robert Birmingham ~ Educator, School Union #44
We are pleased to recognize Robert Birmingham as a recipient of the 2008 Commissioner’s Recognition Award.  Robert has chaired the Dropout Prevention Committee in Union #44 for over four years.  Under his leadership the Committee has remained active and productive.  He has promoted the professional development of several committee members through their attendance at the summer workshop.  He has ensured the transfer of knowledge form those yearly workshops to the work of the committee.  As a result the committee’s work has been informed by current research and best practices.  While Robert has been a strong supporter of activities across all grades, some of his most effective leadership has been focused on the transition of students from grade 8 to grade 9.  Through his efforts a four person teaching team was established to serve the unique needs of approximately 15 students identified as at especially high risk of dropping out.  As a direct result of his efforts almost all of these students remained in a school and fully engaged after their freshman year.
Rameen Armajani ~ Educator, Windham School Department

We are pleased to recognize Rameen Armajani as a recipient of the 2008 Commissioner’s Recognition Award.  There are few people in this world like Rameen Armajani!  Saint-like would be the best way to describe him.  Rameen came to us in 2005 saying that he enjoyed working with at-risk youth and wondered if he could volunteer some time in our program (The Restorative Learning Program).  At the time we were this little grant-funded program trying to make heads or tails of how we can make this brand new pilot program a success for students who are expelled, suspended, or chronically truant from school.  When Rameen came through our doors that first day he was like a calm and steady warm breeze that offered just the right undercurrent that carried our program in the right direction.  

For an entire year he selflessly dedicated himself to the program and our students.  He originally said he would like to volunteer for a couple hours each week.  Instead he would come in every morning and stay until the last student went home.  Rameen quickly became beloved by staff and students alike.  Rameen is able to walk into a situation with students who have extremely challenging behaviors and instantly put them at ease… like magic.  He sincerely cares about each and every student and always makes an effort to see their individual strengths.
Steven McGinty ~ Educator, MSAD #43

We are pleased to recognize Steven McGinty as a recipient of the 2008 Commissioner’s Recognition Award.  Steven has been one of two alternative education instructors at MSAD 43 for 14 years.  During that time he has seen many students pass through its gates to success as an adult.  Keep in mind that these students come with an inordinate amount of baggage and are truly at-risk students.  He not only sees the majority of students make it, they enjoy varying degrees of success.
David Brenner ~ Educator, South Portland School Department

We are pleased to recognize David Brenner as a recipient of the 2008 Commissioner’s Recognition Award.  David occupies a unique position in our school, working very closely with South Portland youth as well as young people living at Heritage House and Reardon’s Place and attending South Portland High School.  In a formal way David works with students in a small class setting as he teaches a Reconnecting Youth Course each semester.  He works closely with the criminal justice system, especially JCCOs who partner with schools to keep students on probation engaged in their education.  He is the liaison between the high school and the Off-Campus Program, an alternative setting for at-risk students and boys living at Reardon’s Place.  He creates important home-school connections that result in partnerships for ensuring that learning is on-going.
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Introduction of Governor John E. Baldacci for opening
 remarks
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Awardees to the front for a photo with the Governor 
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Presentations of awards by Commissioner Gendron 
and Jonathan Ross

Each Recipient and their nominator will be invited to share remarks. Individual pictures will be taken at this time with Awardee, Nominator, Jonathan Ross 
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Closing remarks by Jonathan Ross
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