
STATE OF MAINE 
COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS 

AND ELECTION PRACTICES 
135 STATE HOUSE STATION 

AUGUSTA, MAINE 
04333-0135 

OFFICE LOCATED AT: 45 MEMORIAL CIRCLE, AUGUSTA, MAINE 
WEBSITE: WWW.MAINE.GOV/ETHICS 

PHONE: (207) 287-4179     FAX: (207) 287-6775

To: Commissioners 
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Date: July 13, 2015 

Re: Recommended Finding of Violation  / Asher D. Platts 

Asher D. Platts was a Maine Clean Election Act candidate for the Maine House of Representatives 

in the 2014 elections.  He was not elected to the Legislature.  He was randomly selected for a post-

election audit.  The final audit report for his campaign is attached. 

The Maine Clean Election Act requires candidates to “obtain and keep” a “vendor invoice stating 

the particular goods or services purchased for every expenditure in excess of $50 ….”  (21-A 

M.R.S.A. § 1125(12-A)(B))  The audit found that Mr. Platts did not obtain vendor invoice for a 

campaign purchase of postage in the amount of $183.60 from the U.S. Postal Service.  Mr. Platts 

has acknowledged that he did not obtain an invoice or receipt at the time of the purchase. 

The Commission staff recommends that the Commissioners find that Mr. Platts violated 21-A 

M.R.S.A. § 1125(12-A)(B) by failing to obtain and keep a vendor invoice or receipt for the 

purchase.  We are not recommending a civil penalty for this violation, because the payment to the 

postal service was partially documented and the expenditure did not represent a material 

percentage of the $23,580 in Maine Clean Election Act funds received by Mr. Platts. 

Thank you for your consideration of this agenda item. 
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Maine Revised Statutes 

Title 21-A: ELECTIONS 

Chapter 14: THE MAINE CLEAN ELECTION ACT HEADING: IB 1995, c. 1, §17 (new) 

§1125. TERMS OF PARTICIPATION 
 

. . . 

12-A. Required records.  The candidate or treasurer shall obtain and keep: 

A. Bank or other account statements for the campaign account covering the duration of the 
campaign; [2005, c. 542, §5 (NEW).] 

B. A vendor invoice stating the particular goods or services purchased for every expenditure 
in excess of $50;  [2013, c. 334, §34 (AMD).] 

C. A record proving that a vendor received payment for every expenditure in excess of $50 in 
the form of a cancelled check, cash receipt from the vendor or bank or credit card 
statement identifying the vendor as the payee; and [2013, c. 334, §34 (AMD).] 

D.  [2009, c. 524, §15 (RP).] 

E. A contemporaneous document such as an invoice, contract or timesheet that specifies in 
detail the services provided by a vendor who was paid in excess of $500 for the 
election cycle for providing campaign staff or consulting services to a candidate. 
[2013, c. 334, §34 (AMD).] 

The candidate or treasurer shall preserve the records for 3 years following the candidate's final 
campaign finance report for the election cycle. The candidate and treasurer shall submit 
photocopies of the records to the commission upon its request. 

. . . 
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