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Health Information Technology Steering Committee
Minutes of June 18th HITSC Meeting

This is the first HITSC meeting with an approved body of committee members named by the Governor in an Executive Order which can be found on the OSC website at www.maine.gov/hit. Introductions of committee members were made. Background history to the funding and focus of the health information technology/health information exchange initiatives was presented to the committee and a copy of the presentation is available on the OSC website. 

Dev Culver, CEO of HealthInfoNet provided information about the federally funded Regional Extension Center to the committee. Dev explained the approach to technical assistance and how HealthInfoNet will be recruiting providers, delivering technical assistance, and working with systems to achieve the greatest impact resulting in providers using health information technology in a meaningful way and qualifying for the maximum financial incentives offered by CMS. A Regional Extension Center report will be a standing agenda item.
Dr. Wendy Wolf of MEHAF asked the HITSC to consider discussing how a low-interest loan fund that MEHAF has established for helping providers in adopting HIT might be used to assist the goals of behavioral health integration and HIT.  Jim will follow up with the HITSC and get volunteers to form a sub-group and will report back to the HITSC at a future date.
Dr. Marc Harmon of KVCC made a presentation on the workforce development grant that was awarded to KVCC and SMCC. The presentation highlighted the challenges that are inherent with a small amount of funding, a tight timeline, and a developing plan. Discussion about coordination issues and opportunities with existing programs, i.e. Beacon Community Program, Regional Extension Center, and Department of Labor  were briefly discussed. Representatives from the University of New England Project Management Program offered to be of assistance in future development of plans. Jim will be meeting with KVCC and DOL to outline a workforce study that was submitted as part of the planning funding. Members of the HITSC will form a sub-group to assista in this effort. 

Rod Prior, M.D. provided an overview of the MaineCare HIT initiatives. Dr. Prior discussed the close coordination occurring between the OSC and MaineCare on these efforts. MaineCare is in the process of doing an environmental scan of providers, members, and state agencies looking at current HIT capacity, uses of the technology against expected meaningful use criteria and developing a gap analysis that will help direct all of our efforts as we focus on assisting eligible providers adopt and use the technology in a meaningful way. The University of Southern Maine is providing survey and analytical services which is paid for through CMS and ONC funding. Dr. Prior also talked about the CHIPRA grant that focuses on pediatric quality of care indicators and the use of HIT technology to help in the delivery of quality care by automating an evidence based developmental record system used to manage care and provide early indication of potential problems for early intervention services. 
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