Fish and Wildlife Department to hold public meeting on Big Reed Pond, T8R10
The Fisheries Division of the Bureau of Resource Management of the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife is preparing to file the required Notice of Intent with the Maine Department of Environmental Protection to apply an aquatic piscicide to:  Big Reed Pond, Piscataquis, County, Maine (N 46.3539, W-69.0575) in October 2010.  A public information meeting will be held at:  MDIFW Office, 63 Station Street, Ashland, Maine on February 8, 2010 at 6:30 PM to provide citizens with an opportunity to learn more about the fisheries reclamation project, ask questions, and offer constructive input.  

The goal of this fisheries reclamation project is to control aquatic invasive fishes: rainbow smelt Osmerus mordax, white sucker Catostomus commersonii, creek chub Semotilus atromaculatus, pearl dace Margariscus margarita, lake chub Couesius plumbeus, finescale dace Phoxinus neogaeus and blacknose dace Rhinichthys atractulus, and restore the native fish species:  Arctic charr Salvelinus alpinus, brook trout S. fontinalis, and Northern redbelly dace Phoxinus eos.  The Notice of Intent describes the Department’s procedures to apply a U.S. E.P.A. registered aquatic piscicide according to manufacturers label directions at a concentration no higher than 2.0 mg/L.  Big Reed Pond has no public drinking water input.  The Department will follow American Fisheries Society Rotenone Stewardship Program Guidelines.  The Department will be collecting biological, chemical and physical data before, during and after the project.  The Department will be using only piscicides registered with the Maine Pesticide Control Board.  The Department will be following procedures described in the Maine Pollutant Discharge Elimination System General Permit #MEG180000; Maine Waste Discharge License Application (#W-009045-5Y-A-N); Final General Permit, Application of Piscicides for the Control of Invasive Fishes.  Citizens with input regarding the reclamation project may attend the meeting, may obtain a copy of the Notice of Intent, the General Permit, and provide written comments to the departments by contacting:  Jason Seiders, Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, 270 Lyons Road, Sydney, ME 04330 Dwayne.J.Seiders@maine.gov or Bob Stratton, Division of Water Quality Management, Maine Department of Environmental Protection, 17 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04330-0017 Robert.D.Stratton@maine.gov.  For information about the meeting on February 8 at the Ashland Headquarters, please contact Frank Frost, Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, P.O. Box 447, Ashland, Maine 04732, Frank.Frost@maine.gov, 207-435-3231 x209.  
