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It has been a few months since my last deer progress report as we transitioned from
deer wintering area aerial surveys into spring and summer deer-related projects so |
thought it an opportune time to provide you with an update. John Pratte, Wildlife
Management Section Supervisor provided input to this report.

1.

Winter 2011 Deer Wintering Area (DWA) Aerial Survey Summary

MDIFW has long recognized the importance of deer wintering habitat to deer
survival in Maine and, depending on aircraft availability and favorable
conditions, regards winter DWA aerial and ground surveys as a high priority
of Wildlife Division biologists. Biologists and game wardens have been
documenting the location of deer wintering areas since the 1950’s. In Maine’s
Game Plan for Deer the Department indicated it would intensify its efforts
and resources to document areas of active winter deer use, and staff
responded in a number of ways producing excellent results.

A number of variables impact the amount of aerial surveys staff can complete
in any given winter including: funding, aircraft availability, staff availability,
snow depth, time since last snowfall, light conditions, wind, equipment failure,
shutdown days, etc. During the 2011 winter, Warden Service pilots made
flying DWA surveys a priority and also coordinated survey efforts with
Department of Conservation pilots. The Department of Marine Resources
was on board to help as well but their airplane was down for repairs most of
the winter and was unavailable. Next, staff worked to prioritize flight
schedules based on the time lapse since an area was last flown and the
willingness of landowners to cooperatively manage DWAs. Now we just
needed the right weather conditions to take to the air.

It is difficult to identify an “average” winter for flying; however, if you look at
our efforts over the last decade or so you would find that on average we fly
about 47 towns per year surveying DWAs. As a result of a coordinated effort
among many and some favorable conditions, we achieved a combined 24.5
“flight days” allowing us to survey DWAs in 90 towns - a 91% increase over
an “average” winter! This represents a significant effort and will be very
useful as we continue reaching out to landowners and develop additional
cooperative DWA management efforts.

Critical to the success of this effort was Game Warden Pilot Daryl Gordon
who tragically died in a plane crash on March 24". Wildlife biologists spent
many hours in the air with Pilot Gordon; he will be dearly missed.

DWA Mapping Project with James W. Sewall Company

The Department has contracted with James W. Sewall Company to digitize
deer wintering areas in Regions C, E, F, and G. Sewall has worked with

MDIFW regards DWA mapping in the past. This project was made possible
by a grant from the Maine Outdoor Heritage Fund and once completed will






