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Comments received via email concerning the Nonresident Hunter Task Force
As of October 23, 2011
Resident of Pennsylvania:
I would like to add my 2cents for what its worth....my brother and I began coming to Maine in 2003 and hunted thru the 2009 season which was our last time there. We brought various family members and friends with us. In this 7yr span we managed to shoot 3 bucks (1 was 255lb) and missed a few times. All of this action was out of Bear Mtn. Lodge, in Moro Plantation, except 09 when we were in West Forks, 15 Mile Stream. All 3 won the shooter a free trip for biggest in camp...my point is we are not novice deer hunters and if there are deer there we usually can root them out. 
Although we did not see any bear, the ruling to drop black bear from the hunting license was ridiculous.. we saw sign every year and given that they eat a few fawns every year what was the big deal? 
Coyotes...every where we hunted there were coyotes. between Knowles Corner and Smyrna Mills must be the coyote capitol of Maine...they certainly were having an impact on the deer as we saw evidence of this in the snow..you need cable restraints or something.

Finally in 09 we hunted hard all week on a slim number of tracks...on the next to last night it snowed. The following morning we cut a fresh track and followed this deer all day. My brother caught sight of him once with no luck. What was disappointing was not getting the deer but the lack of other deer as we trailed him over hill and dale .We decided not to return as we didn't want to have a hand in further reducing an obviously depressed deer herd. Love Maine...miss it...it was highlight of my year coming there..great people.
Resident of York, Maine:
I am a Maine resident recently returned from deer hunting in NY state. Three of us, two from NH, drove 300+ miles and spent over $3,000 dollars which should have been spent in Maine. Why not?  I think it's marketing and a little mismanagement of Maine resources. 

We lease hunting land in NY, on dairy farms in exchange for friendship and lobsters. There are deer there indeed, but there are plenty of deer in southern and central Maine too. In NY however, you can take four turkeys and three or more deer. Do we take such bag limits? Of course not though it is possible if you spent more than a week at it. We spend $280 each on licenses which give us access to everything NY has to offer, but it is the offer in the abstract that makes my friends want to go there. In Maine you are limited to one deer with antlers, two tom turkeys before noon and they cannot be checked in by phone either. 

NY hunters have the same opening day we have, throw in Sunday too. If my friends come here to ice fish they may take two trout or if they fish for stripers with me they can take either one small fish or kill one large brood fish. The 28" fish they release here can be kept everywhere else on the east coast, two of them. If they duck hunt with me in the salt marshes they can take one black duck and that is the only kind of puddle duck available in these estuaries. South of here, you can shoot four to six of these exact same birds when they migrate. I know you are thinking that the resource isn't for feeding a family. We spend thousands of dollars on a week long deer hunt. It is about opportunity not freezer filling, and Maine is pointlessly conservative as to length of season for hunting as well. A working man can't hunt turkeys after work for no known reason. He has a miniscule number of days to pursue ducks and deer too in spite of the fact that it is nature and not hunters which determines the number of critters available. Hunters, for example, have no impact on the grouse population and I think that that applies to other fish and game except for things that are stocked. 

Maine is resting on laurels earned long ago. I think it is one of the least attractive places to hunt in the country except in the northern and western woodlands which make take years to rebuild their herds. I have hunted and fished the Moosehead area for years, but none of my friends are interested in the Maine ambiance if you spend a whole day without cutting a single deer track. 

While I'm at it, my brother and I doubt that we will live long enough to ever draw a moose permit. What gives with that?  I love the state I live in, but we are being beaten to the punch by our competitors as state government expects F&G people to perform more and more with less and less. I buy the Superpac license though I use few of the endorsements. It's more of a donation than anything, but something needs to be done soon.

Resident of Albany, New York:

I live in New York but I'm originally from Sanford, Maine.

One item that always seem to create impact among nonresident hunters I know is the current non-resident license fee structure, which is pretty pricey.

While it wasn't a deal-breaker for me, I know that it doesn't help in this current economy. As we all know, dollars spent on lodging, etc, could easily offset any reduction in the license fee.

Who knows--perhaps that (the decline in non-resident) is good news to resident hunters, of which I was a part of for many years.

Resident of  Plymouth, CT:

Maine instituted the first Saturday of deer season to be for residents only. Just another message to send across the state line that we really do not want you to come to our state.

Resident of Buxton, Maine:

I’m a native of southern Maine, and currently live in Buxton. I’m also concerned about the lack of interest in Maine’s hunting resources, and feel the latest generation of kids is becoming less involved. Other issues like available land and complicated regulations are also deterrents.

 

I’m the owner of a website, www.youhuntandfish.com where people share hunting and fishing stories. Right not now we’re 100% focused on Maine, and are getting more people (especially kids) involved in hunting and fishing. I’m interested in how I can better position the site to help the state, and drum up enthusiasm in Maine’s rich hunting and fishing resources.

 

I noted in the ‘Issues Related To Hunting Access’ article here (http://www.maine.gov/ifw/news_events/meetings_events/NonresidentHunterTaskForce.htm) there was mention of an online map listing public hunting land. That’s not what the site does today, but I’d be interested in helping with this if the task force thinks it a worthwhile goal.

 

