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Comments received via email concerning the Nonresident Hunter Task Force
As of November 16, 2011
From Maine resident, on our mailing list:

 

(1) I agree with Don's follow-up, and think our number one problem is a lack of marketing.  As a great example, during the discussion Don mentioned Woodcock hunting. I've been in Maine for 26 years, and never knew you could hunt for Woodcock. If I haven't heard of it, a non-resident likely hasn't. Although proposals like Sunday hunting, simplifying regulations, and making lottery’s fairer for non-residents are good, they're useless if no-one knows about them.

 

(2) I think we need to focus less on big game like moose. We spent a lot of time on the moose lottery. As a Mainer, I know my chances of pulling a moose tag are slim. The logistics of planning a moose hunt and the cost are prohibitive. With a limited market, I think we're better served focusing on more accessible game, like deer, turkey, or grouse.

 

(3) Any informational material the task force proposes (maps, guides, regulation summaries) needs to be online. There was some talk about pamphlets. I don't think this is a good idea. We need to target the next generation of hunters. They won't look through a pamphlet. If it's not online they'll assume it doesn't exist.

 

(4) The biggest marketing tool we have are the people of the state of Maine. They share their experiences with friends and colleagues. If we get more people hunting and fishing in the state, we get more non-residents doing the same.

From email, no location given:

I agree with the Sunday hunting idea but would leave the first Saturday as resident only and the non-residents would get their extra day if the deer hunting season would end on a Sunday versus a Saturday.

From Massachusetts:

My father and I (along with hunting buddies) have owned property and hunted in Maine since the late sixties.   I saw and read the article in the Reporter and decided to make some of my recommendations to the task force in charge of trying to keep non-residents hunting and fishing Maine.   Let's go down the list   1. Sunday hunting is a must.  Other states in NE have been doing for a while now unnoticed.  There are many people who live close and would hunt every weekend if there were Sunday hunting.  Many guys I have known went to NH for that very reason.  Its also 4 more days of hunting for the deer season.    2.  I think Residents should have their day on Saturday.  I think it's a good perk for the residents and I don't believe that's an issue.    3.  Maine's licenses, permits and regs are roughly no different than any other state.    4. As far as advertising hunting and fishing I think anyone that is interested in those hobbies already knows about Maine, especially the surrounding states.  You may want to attract further states that don't have the opportunities that the state of Maine provides.   5. Marketing species is also tough because hunters know what type of game they want to hunt or fish to catch.  You could market small game but most of the hunters I suspect from out of state are big game hunters.   6.  Incentives for land owners is something that is already provided.  My understanding is residents can hunt without a license if they own more than 25 acres.  I don't know what incentives there are for non-residents.  I don't think that many non-residents would benefit from the land owner incentive unless you drop the amount of acreage owned.   6.  Moving turkey to small game licenses (if you mean eliminating the whole lottery permit system) would be huge.  I think the non-resident permits are too few to try and hunt Maine.  I think more people would hunt the state for turkey, I know I would.   7.  Mapping public hunting areas is a great idea and you could also provide them on line for a modest fee and maybe make a few bucks doing it. I know hunters are always looking for new and legal places to hunt.   8.  And last but not least, attracting the younger generation to hunt is probably the biggest challenge.  My dad and his buddies haven't the last few years because of age and health issues.  That generation is coming to an end, he is 76.  Hopefully fathers can introduce their kids to the sport to keep it going.  It's my understanding you already have incentives in place for junior hunters, I'm not sure what you can do to get them away from the computer and out into the woods or waters.   In closing I have a place in Newfield ME  I do hunt but not much fishing.  I've always liked the bigger woods of Maine as opposed to my home state of MA.  I just think the non-resident doesn't have much say in any deer permits (15%) for the amount of property we do own and money we do spend and taxes we do pay.  It would be nice to see our chances for some of the different permits increased a little.   Those are just some of my ideas, but I would say Sunday hunting would have the most impact.

 

From New Jersey:
I live in NJ and have been hunting the Maine woods for decades. I believe if Maine offered Sunday hunting, revenues across the board would increase not just for the State but also for your restaurants, motels and stores throughout the State. An extra day added to the weekend means a lot to the out of State hunter as well as the in State hunter.

We fish on Sundays, why not add hunting to the list.

From Plymouth, CT:

With interest I read George Smith's article in the Maine Sportsman concerning the decline in nonresident hunters coming to Maine. At the end of a very sad but informative article, he asked for thoughts from nonresidents. I left my comfortable seat and went to my desk to reply. George should look in a mirror to understand that part of the problem lies with people like himself. Several years ago George wrote an article in the Kennebec Journal comparing the influx of tourists in early summer to the arrival of black flies, refering to both as pests. What an insult to people that support the Maine economy!

    Coupled with that, Maine instituted the first Saturday of deer season to be for residents only. Just another message to send across the state line that we really do not want you to come to our state.

From Cushing, Maine:

I read with interest George's Maine Sportsman's article pertaining to the reduction of  hunters and deer.  Last April 25th I put together a bill for consideration to the IF&W committee and my representative Wesley Richardson submitted bill #LD 692.  I handed out a two page document that I put together for all the committee members to read while I spoke to them from the podium.  The basic 3 part discussion dealt with lowering fees for non-residents, providing a 'hunting, archery and fishing' combo license, and allowing property tax paying non-residents to pay resident licensing fees.  My argument centered around finding ways to increase the number of hunters and getting more revenue into the IF &W dept..  

While not part of the bill, I included reasoning why an advertising campaign is needed.  I spend half my time in Mass where my main residence is and I never see Maine ads to lure people like myself to pursue outdoor activities in the vacation state.  I included the hunting statistics from 1995 - 2009 where I noted to them that during this time span, big game licenses have decreased by 39% for residents and 60% for non-residents.  While several other USA states have also recorded decreases in hunters, there was a 3.6% increase in hunters nationwide in 2009.  How come this didn't happen in Maine?  I'm sure that my proposals probably need to be tweeked and that other initiatives need to be inacted.  
Regardless, after listening to my proposals Bill Swan (director of licensing for IF &W) spoke against my bill on the basis that it would lower their revenues by about $2 million.  I almost choked as I listened in amazement.  No questions were asked of me and no questions were posed to Bill after we gave our arguments. Further amazement!  

I did state in my document that I was willing to donate my time to help with initiatives to spur sportsman to hunt and fish in Maine.  My professional life spanning over 40 years deals with marketing and growing business interests.  I have fished and hunted in Maine and many other destinations for over 50 years.  Since this April date with your department I have not heard from them.  I was glad to see that "one nonresident sportsman" needs to be appointed to the Task Force.  I assume that they have already picked someone to fill this position.  If not, I would be willing to serve since I have already spent a good amount of time thinking about these issues, voicing my opinion and submitting written data with ways and means to get Maine going in the right direction.

In closing, I do not agree that the major reason for a diminishing number of hunters is due to the decreased herd in the north. Drastic winters, coyote kills and decreased winter yard cover certainly have played their part, but this reality has only been a front and center problem for the past 5-8 years.  Hunters have been leaving in continued higher numbers for over 20 years.  Hence, it has to do with many other reasonings.  One of them that we hopefully can discuss are some of the laws that other states have that are much 'more friendly' to out of state hunters where sportsman feel that they are getting more 'bang for their buck".  My family and I love Maine.  I will become a resident when I finally retire.  Lets make it a mecca for hunters and all sportsman again.  

From Rochdale, MA:

Bring back the bear tag on big game licenses.  Stop the resident only Sat. sends a bad message.

Too much posted land and resident harrassment How about letting a big game license take a Turkey?

From Dixfield, Maine:

*You are proposing to kill all current Landowner relations that are currently going on.

This group wants to give nonresidents a map of the best hunting spots in the state and explain to them that this is “public” land for all to hunt.  What ever happened to asking first? Sunday hunting will not help landowner relations either.

After reading the minutes from your October 2nd meeting, it was said  “Maine has one of the highest aging populations per capita in the country. “ and “It was also pointed out that older hunters have more disposable income – they have more money”  Then in the very next issue, it was stated that nonresidents fees need to be reduced……  HELLO,  We have way to many residents trying to make ends meet, on extremely low incomes, that need to hunt for food,  but have to pay big money to do that. 

Again, this state thinks that “Residents only day” and no Sunday hunting is its problem. I have hunted out of state many times. I paid their high nonresident fees and hunted by their rules. I would like to remind this group that the “Residents” are the people keeping this state running year round, not the part time visitors. Most of these visitors purchase all the supplies they can before they reach this high taxed Sate of Maine. 

One of the biggest sources of income for the IFW is the Moose hunt.  Again, there are way to many residents that have applied year after year without being drawn for a permit. 

I realize this is the “TASK FORCE TO EXAMINE THE DECLINE IN THE NUMBER OF NONRESIDENT HUNTERS”  Please do not ignore all of the residents of this state. 

Try something like a license fee reduction for a nonresident when they hire a Maine Guide for their hunt. 

For example, If this Task Force agrees to give nonresidents a 25% fee reduction, give the same 25% reduction to the residents. 

Does this group really think that we need to match our hunting laws with Massachusetts?

Thank You for letting me voice my opinions.
From Maine/Florida resident:

Not that Maine is overrun with "wolves", and I'll leave that story alone in this email, Idaho can't sell deer and elk tags, costing them millions of dollars in revenue. They can look at all the reasons that contribute to this but real or perceived, non residents don't want to spend that kind of money to hunt in woods overrun by wolves. Deer, moose and elk numbers continue to slide out of control and the resulting lack of game is costing big time.

Please share with Task Force!

 Latest data on non-resident elk & deer tags indicate 59% NR tags remain unsold@ approx $900 each (NR deer&elk) on approx 6000 tags = $5,400,000 + resident 2000 tags @ $200 each = $400,000, Total revenue loss to the IDFG estimated at $5,800,000. 

 Non Resident Hunters are boycotting Idaho in droves mainly because of the uncontrolled wolf population and resulting lack of game.  The IDFG is guilty of  gross mis-management in accepting and endorsing wolf introduction – they were warned about the dire consequences but they chose to ignore  - as the IDFG is forced to accept reality, cut expenses and lay off employees they need to look in the mirror for the source for the blame  - Thanks to Jerry Conley, Steve Nadeau, Ed Bangs and many others.

From New Jersey:

Dear Edith,
In the Maine Sportsman November issue your brother had an article on why Nonresidents do not come to Maine to hunt. 
Here is my take on it. I have been hunting Maine since 1955 in different areas all in the northern part of the state.
I have a camp now it the Island Falls area and get up there 3 times a year. We were up there the first week of the moose season and did a lot of road walking not for moose( that a different problem) and never saw a deer print in the dirt roads we covered. Why would we hunt Maine when there are no deer. I know there are a few there some were but it is not much fun to hunt a week and not see anything. The cost of the license is not the problem it is in line with Nonresident license in my area. Why do you allow doe's to be shot and have any kind of control on coyotes? If we do see deer you never see any fawns I guess the bears & coyotes get their share of them the few that are there.
We hunted over in the Rangeley area a few years back and the 6 hunters we had never saw a deer yet we saw a resident kill a doe.
Any way that was our last Maine hunt in 2008. Six licenses, fuel, place to stay etc. it adds up to Maine lost.
From DIFW employee:

What I have heard from fellow hunters, and in my own opinion, the lack of Sunday hunting drastically reduces the number of people that would participate in small game hunting, especially in northern and Downeast Maine – exactly the places that would benefit the most from hunting.  I personally know avid hunters in New Hampshire, who own property in Maine, but bird hunt in New Hampshire because they can get two days of hunting in during the weekend.  To get two days of hunting in Maine a person needs to take a day off.  Time constraints are one of the major reasons why people don’t hunt more.  Limiting the number of days in the weekend when we can hunt limits hunter participation.  Other states have dealt with the same threats of moving to Sunday hunting, and they never materialized.  Until we do something about Sunday hunting, it will be hard to be competitive with other states.

From Mainer:

I was born and raised in Maine. Lived and hunted/fished there and left the state about 13 years ago. Now a legal resident of Florida, although I own property and have a camp in Bethel. Since moving to Florida, every season I purchase a non resident hunting license and occasionally a fishing. I can tell you that I WOULD NOT buy a hunting license if I didn't have a tradition of going to the same hunting camp in Albany for the past almost 40 years now. And the reason I would NOT buy a license, unless circumstances change (like a new location for hunting camp) is because there are no deer in this region. And I'm not just being a jerk about this. It's true. All night long all we hear are coyotes. The forest in that region is void of wildlife, except coyotes. Seriously. It's not good. 

So, I don't buy the license because I get my deer. I haven't harvested a deer in Maine in several years now. Haven't seen one for at least 3 years. I guess it's all just part of the tradition of "going up to camp" and hiking the woods and decide to bring along a firearm just in case. If camp went away, so would I. I would go hunt where the odds were better in the woods and not in someone's backyard.
From Waterbury VT:

I am a SAM Life member and have hunted with friends as a non-resident (from VT) in Maine for 20 years. I also vacation multiple times in Maine throughout the year. I have seen the Maine deer herd diminish over the years and all we non-residents see is talk without action. The coyote problem seems to being transferred to the hunters, as the F&W Dept. can’t snare them due to the incidental Lynx issue. As hunters, we try our best to reduce the population of coyotes, but trappers can do much more with incentives? They need to remedy this lynx issue and move forward with the snare program or some means of a bounty. 

My friends have stopped coming to hunt and recreate. I will not be hunting in Maine this year and will be reducing my visits, as I have less reasons to spend the time in Maine with a decreased deer herd. I know at least 15 friends that used to hunt in Maine and now have stopped due to the lack of seeing a deer during the season. The F&W dept. has lost a lot of $$$$$ for Maine businesses in just my friends and I. They need to get off the high horse and act toward coyote control now. Don’t forget the wolf reintroduction people are knocking at the door. 

Enough said. I can only hope I see more progress on this or F&W will be loose their funding when the hunters all leave.

Please pass on to the powers to be.

From Florida/Maine resident:
I'm sure somebody has already done this but I quickly gathered some numbers from a few states to compare non resident hunting license fees. I pretended I just wanted to go hunt deer. These fees may or may not reflect agent fees, etc. With some states prices vary depending on available tags and where you hunt etc. Prices could be somewhat higher or somewhat lower.

This may help with the issue of non resident hunters coming to Maine......because fees are too high. Not the best deal but a far cry from some.

Maine $114.00
N.H. $103.00
VT $100.00
NY $140.00
PA $101.70
NJ $135.50
VA $197.00
NC $120.00
SC $225.00
GA $295.00
TX $315.00
ID $456.50
MT $537.00
CO $331.00
UT $65.00 plus $88.00 - $563.00
MI $138.00
WS $160.00

-- 
From DIF&W employee

Article: Sunday Hunting Could Be Economic Boon For Pennsylvania   10/21/11

 Legalizing hunting on Sundays in Pennsylvania could generate up to $804 million in economic activity annually, according to a report issued Wednesday.

The report was prepared for Pennsylvania’s Legislative Budget and Finance Committee and it reveals that Sunday hunting in the state could create 7,439 full- and part-time jobs and generate $56.8 million in state and local taxes.

Those numbers are "stunning," said Crawford County Republican Rep. John Evans. "We were expecting the report to show something on the order of $700 million in possible economic activity, so for it to come in that much closer to a billion dollars, that's amazing. Those are big numbers," said Evans.

The study — an update of a similar one done in 2005 — was commissioned because the state is again considering whether to drop its prohibition on Sunday hunting. Pennsylvania is one of just 11 states with such a ban still in place.

Evans, chairman of Pennsylvania’s House of Representatives game and fisheries committee, has introduced House Bill 1760, which would not mandate hunting on Sundays. Rather, it would give the Pennsylvania Game Commission the authority to decide if and when to incorporate Sundays into hunting seasons.

The economic impact study was meant to show the benefits of allowing Sunday hunting, and Evans believes it did — in a big way.

"Those kinds of numbers are hard to ignore," he said.

Some lawmakers and others have in the past, though, questioned the validity of assumptions that adding Sundays to the hunting calendar would prompt sportsmen to travel more and/or buy more gear.

Such concerns are unfounded said Rob Southwick, president of Southwick Associates, the Florida-based natural resources research firm that did the study.

"Think about it: Would you be more inclined to buy a GPS if you only drove a car once a week, or if you drove three, or four, or five times a week, or every day?" Southwick asked. "In my 20-plus years of experience, yes, people will spend more money on equipment if they have more time to use it."

Still, the report concluded that even if Sunday hunting didn't prompt hunters to travel more, permitting hunting on that day would generate $677 million in economic activity. Subtract additional spending on travel and gear, and it would generate $496 million.

The study's economic impact figures are very close to those in similar studies commissioned earlier this year by the U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance and National Shooting Sports Foundation, added Evan Heusinkveld, director of state services for the Alliance. That's why he finds them very believable, he said.

"And it's easy money," he said. "You talk about shovel-ready? This isn't something you have to ramp up for years to see any benefits. It's there. And it's there every year. All lawmakers have to do is give sportsmen the right to do what they want on Sundays, just like every other citizen."

Debate about the issue will continue. Right now, most Democrats seem to support the bill, Evans said. But he needs to get more support from the members of his own party, he added.

He said he hopes to get that as sportsmen continue lobbying their case, and as lawmakers hear more from Southwick and others at a third and final hearing on Sunday hunting in Harrisburg next Thursday.

"This is a work in progress," Evans said.—Source: Pittsburg Tribune Review
