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MDIF&W Wildlife Biologist Randy Cross attempts to sedate “Tank” so he can evaluate the bear’s health.  
“Tank” is a 342-pound male. 

 
 

2011 Trapping Season Summary 
By Randy Cross 

Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife Biologist 
 
The 2011 trapping crew included myself with contractors, Dan Wagner, Lisa Bates, and Jared Mitchell and 
volunteers, Steve Dunham, Mike Ballinger and Joe Roy. 
 
This spring was generally wet and cool. These conditions are favorable for bears, creating lush vegetation 
that is both highly digestible and abundant. This resulted in bears being less active on our baits with 
particularly low bait interest late in the trapping season. 
 
We began tending snares on May 20 and continued 40 days to June 28. We set traps at 69 sites, 28 in 
Lagrange (24 caps), 26 in Edinburg (19 caps), and 15 in Howland (11 caps) (3,368 snare-nights - 62.4 
SN/Cap). In comparison, the number of snare-nights required per capture averaged only 35.5 over the last 3 
years we trapped this study area (2002, 2005, and 2009). Trapping success was the lowest experienced in at 
least 10 years. 
 



We confined most of our snares to a 
small area (less than 18 mi2) in the 
northeastern portion of the study 
area. This is the same area that we 
trapped in 2009. In an ongoing effort 
to recalculate the bear density 
estimate for this area, we attempted 
to recover one GPS collar that we 
lost contact with and deploy more 
GPS collars on females.  
 
We recovered the missing GPS collar 
(ID 2753), which had 669 locations 
stored in it from the summers of 
2010 and 2011. We also placed GPS 
collars on 4 female targets, bringing 

our current total of GPS collared 
females to 6 in this study area. We hope to recover these collars in dens next winter in order to download 
the stored locational data. We also placed VHF collars on a yearling, a young female who had lost her 
collar, and a sub-adult near the edge of our focus area. We captured 14 of 23 females known to inhabit the 
area that was trapped (61%). We finished with 31 active collars on females in this study area.  

 
Snares were tripped 263 times resulting in 54 captures of bears 
(33M/21F), 7 moose (including two calves), 1 coyote, 1 raccoon, 
and 1 hare. We captured 37 different bears (21M/16F), 10 of which 
were new to the study (8M/2F) and 27 were previously tagged 
(13M, 14F). 10 yearlings (6M, 4F) were captured a total of 17 times. 
We had 27 bear captures by day 9, ending with only 27 more 
captures during the remaining 31 days. We caught no bears on 20 of 
the 40 days we trapped. 
 
We caught one lactating female (1237) and one female cub. We 
caught 2 males over 300 lbs, catching a total of 5,435 lbs of bear for 
the entire trapping period. We collected 39 hair samples which may 
be used for genetic purposes or physiochemical analysis. 
 
We hosted 54 guests on 17 days including writers Al Raychard and 
Steve Carpenteri. 

“ Kimbo”  is a 352-pound male. 
 

Lisa Bates shows “ Bomber,”   
a 231-pound male. 

 


