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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL MEETING SUMMARY   January 12, 2006


MEETING SUMMARY

JANUARY 12, 2006

APPROVED FEBRUARY 16, 2006

CALL TO ORDER


The Chair, Speaker Richardson, called the Legislative Council meeting to order at 1:57 p.m. in the Legislative Council Chamber.

ROLL CALL

Senators:
President Edmonds, Sen. Brennan, Sen. Davis, Sen. 



Gagnon, Sen. Weston


Representatives:
Speaker Richardson, Rep. Cummings, Rep. Bowles, 



Rep. Duplessie, Rep. Tardy


Legislative Officers:
Joy O’Brien, Secretary of the Senate



Millicent MacFarland, Clerk of the House



Michael Cote, Assistant Clerk of the House




David Boulter, Executive Director, Legislative Council



Grant Pennoyer, Director, Office of Fiscal and Program Review



Patrick Norton, Director, Office of Policy and Legal Analysis



Margaret Matheson, Revisor of Statutes



Lynn Randall,  State Law Librarian



Paul Mayotte, Director, Legislative Information Services

SUMMARY OF THE DECEMBER 27, 2005 COUNCIL MEETING


Motion:  That the Meeting Summary of December 27, 2005 be accepted and placed on file.  (Motion by Rep. Duplessie, second by President Edmonds, unanimous).


Speaker Richardson asked if there was objection to taking an item out of order.  Hearing none, the Chair then moved to New Business, Item 1.  
NEW BUSINESS
Item #1:
Consideration of After Deadline Bill Requests
Twenty-six after deadline requests were considered by the Legislative Council.  The Council’s actions on these requests are included on the attached list.

The Chair then returned to agenda items in the order they appeared on the agenda.

REPORTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND STAFF OFFICE DIRECTORS
· Executive Director’s Report 
David Boulter, Executive Director of the Legislative Council reported on the following items:

1. Arrangements are being made to provide for public viewing of the Governor’s State of the State Address in the Welcome Center on Tuesday, January 17th, as are appropriate security measures in the building.


2. Unannotated versions of Maine Statutes are now available to Legislators and others for purchase.

· Fiscal Report
General Fund revenue was $29.3 million over budget for the month of December resulting in a positive variance for the fiscal year-to-date of $21.6 million (+1.7%).  The December variances now reflect the December 2005 revenue revisions of the Revenue Forecasting Committee (RFC), which increased the FY 06 General Fund revenue estimate by $112.1 million.  Very strong performances in the Corporate Income Tax and Estate Tax are the major contributors to the positive fiscal year-to-date variance.  The performance of the revenue from taxable sales of goods and services remains disappointing and would have been under budget in December except for a $2.1 million audit settlement.
Highway Fund revenue was under budget in December by $0.6 million, reducing the positive variance for the FYTD to $0.5 million (+0.3%).  The December Highway fund variances in this report, as with the General Fund, reflect the revised budgeted revenue of the RFC in its December 2005 report.  The RFC increased Highway Fund budgeted revenue in FY 06 by $6.0 million.  The fuel tax line has been the major drag on Highway Fund revenue.  January will likely see a sizeable negative variance as a result of the failure to collect all of the $3.6 million gas tax audit payment that was budgeted for January.

REPORTS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES
· Personnel Committee
Rep. Cummings, Chair, Personnel Committee reported that the committee met prior to the Legislative Council meeting on January 12, 2006 to consider several items.

It unanimously approved requests for temporary disability income benefits, consistent with the Personnel Policies and Guidelines for Legislative Employees, for a member of the nonpartisan staff and a member of the Secretary of Senate’s Office.

No further action by the Council was required.

· State House Facilities Committee  (Sen. Gagnon, Chair)
The State House Facilities Committee was scheduled to meet immediately following the Legislative Council meeting.
OLD BUSINESS
Item #1:
Council actions taken by ballot
A copy of a list of actions taken by ballot by the Legislative Council since its December 27, 2005 meeting is attached.

NEW BUSINESS
Item #2:
Request for Reconsideration of Council Decision on Extension of Study Reporting Deadline and Holding an Additional Meeting 
·  Study Commission Regarding Liveable Wages  (Second request for extension request,  from January 15, 2006 to February 1, 2006.  First request for an extension from December 7,  2005 to January 15, 2006 was approved at the November 28, 2005 Council meeting; Council  denied 2nd request at the December 27, 2005 Council meeting).
Motion:  That the requests from the Study Regarding Liveable Wages for an extension of the   reporting deadline and to hold 1 additional meeting be approved.  (No motion or second was made; vote failed 5-3, Sen. Weston, Rep. Bowles and Rep. Tardy opposed).
Item #3:
Request to Hold Two Additional Meetings and for an Extension of the Reporting Deadline to Submit Legislation
· Task Force to Study Maine’s Homeland Security Needs  (Request to hold 2 additional meetings in Augusta and extend reporting deadline to February 3, 2006 for the purpose of submitting legislation to the 2nd Regular Session).
Motion:  That the request by the Task Force to Study Maine’s Homeland Security Needs to hold 2 additional meetings in Augusta, the costs of which would be funded by MEMA and extend its reporting deadline to February 3, 2006 be approved.  (No motion or second was made; approved 7-0, absent for the vote were Sen. Davis, Sen. Gagnon and Rep. Duplessie).  

Item #4:
Request to Hold Two Off-Site Meetings
· Commission to Study the Cost of Providing Certain Services in the Unorganized Territories  (Requesting permission to change the timing of the two meetings to be held at locations convenient to the unorganized territory).  (Request to extend reporting deadline to July, 2006 and to hold two additional meetings after session adjournment was approved at the November 28, 2005 Council meeting). 
Motion:  That the request by the Commission to Study the Cost of Providing Certain Services in the Unorganized Territories to hold 2 off-site meetings be approved.  (No motion or second was made; approved 8-0, absent for the vote were Sen. Davis and Rep. Cummings).  

Item #5:
Submission of Study Reports
· Task Force to Study Cervical Cancer Prevention, Detection And Education


· Blue Ribbon Commission on the Future of Mainecare

Motion:  That the study reports of the Task Force to Study Cervical Cancer Prevention, Detection and Education and the Blue Ribbon Commission on the Future of Mainecare be accepted and placed on file.  (No motion or second was made; approved 8-0, absent for the vote were Sen. Davis and Rep. Cummings).

Item #6:
Legislative Youth Advisory Council Request for Meeting with Legislative Council
The chairs of the Legislative Youth Advisory Council invited Council members to attend a breakfast meeting that will be held immediately prior to its February 3, 2006 meeting.  

Motion:  That the Legislative Council accept the Legislative Youth Advisory Council’s invitation on February 3, 2006.  (Motion by President Edmonds, second by Rep. Cummings, unanimous).


The Chair, Speaker Richardson, moved for reconsideration of the Council’s action whereby the Council denied the Study Commission Regarding Liveable Wages’ request for an additional meeting.  (Motion by Rep. Duplessie, second by Sen. Gagnon, unanimous).  


Motion:  That the Legislative Council grant the Study Commission Regarding Liveable Wages’ request for an additional meeting.  (Motion by Rep. Duplessie, second by Sen. Gagnon, approved 8-1, Sen. Weston opposed).   

Item #7:
Presentation by National Conference of State Legislatures of Its Report on the Maine Legislature / An Examination of Practices, Procedures and Organization
Five staff members from the National Conference of State Legislatures who conducted the study made a presentation to the Legislative Council.  They were Brian Weberg, Director, Legislative Management Program; Brenda Erickson, Program Principal, Legislative Management Program; Corina Eckl, Director, Fiscal Affairs Program; Bruce Feustel, Senior Fellow, Legislator and Legislative Staff Training; and Pam Greenberg, Program Principal, Legislative Information Technology.  The NCSL staff each summarized various sections of the reports and related recommendations.  

Chair Richardson reminded the Legislative Council members that the Council had contracted with NCSL to perform the examination of the practices, procedures and the organization of the Legislature.  The Council will be discussing the report at a future meeting to decide which recommendations, if any, it may want to adopt.  Chair Richardson and the members of the Legislative Council thanked the staff from NCSL for all of their hard work.
A copy of the summary of the National Conference of State Legislatures’ report on the Maine Legislature / An Examination of Practices, Procedures and Organization is attached.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMARKS

Sen. Gagnon announced that the State House Facilities Committee would be meeting immediately after the Council meeting.

ADJOURNMENT

The Legislative Council meeting was adjourned at 3:35 p.m.  (Motion by Rep. Duplessie, second by Rep. Bowles, unanimous).
