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MEETING SUMMARY

January 13, 2004

Approved February 10, 2004

CALL TO ORDER


The Chair, President Daggett, called the Legislative Council Meeting to order at 2:24 p.m. in the Legislative Council Chamber.

ROLL CALL


Senators:
President Daggett, Sen. Treat, Sen. Gagnon  



(Sen. Davis and Sen. Woodcock joined the meeting in 


progress)



Representatives:
Speaker Colwell, Rep. Richardson, Rep. Bruno, Rep. Bowles



Absent:  Rep. Duplessie,



Legislative Officers:
Joy O’Brien, Secretary of the Senate



Millicent MacFarland, Clerk of the House



David Shiah, Assistant Clerk of the House




David E. Boulter, Executive Director, Legislative Council



Grant Pennoyer, Director, Office of Fiscal and Program Review



David Elliott, Director, Office of Policy and Legal Analysis



Margaret Matheson, Revisor of Statutes



Lynn Randall, State Law Librarian



Paul Mayotte, Director, Legislative Information Services

SUMMARY OF THE DECEMBER 8, 2003 COUNCIL MEETING
Motion:  That the Meeting Summary of December 8, 2003 be accepted and placed on file.  (Motion 

by Rep. Bruno, second by Sen. Gagnon, unanimous).

REPORTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND STAFF OFFICE DIRECTORS
· Executive Director’s Report

David Boulter, Executive Director, reported that the January 12, 2004 fire alarm was a result of maintenance work in the connector.  A contractor attempted to replace a water valve without first turning the water off and water entered into the smoke detector system which set off the alarm.  

Mr. Boulter acknowledged a memo that President Daggett, Speaker Colwell and Sen. Gagnon had sent out regarding the availability of Legislative Wireless access to the Internet.  Persons with a laptop computer can access to the Internet and email throughout the State House and on the 2nd floor of the Cross Building.  Mr. Boulter thanked Mr. Mayotte and his staff for their work to make the wireless network available. 

Executive Director Boulter referred members to the portrait of William Pitt Fessenden of Portland that now hangs in the Council Chamber.  Mr. Fessenden graduated from Bowdoin in 1823, and was admitted to the Maine Bar in 1827.  He served in the U.S. Senate but resigned from the Senate to become Secretary of the U.S. Treasury in 1864.  He later returned to the Senate.       

No Council action required.

(
Fiscal Report 

Grant Pennoyer, Director, Office of Fiscal and Program Review, reported the following to Council members:

General Fund and Highway Fund Revenue Variances

The Revenues for both the General Fund and Highway Fund had very strong performances recently.  General Fund revenues were over budget by $16.3 million in December, resulting in a positive variance for the first half of Fiscal Year 04 of $11.9 million.  Individual Income Tax and Sales Tax lines had major positive variances that contributed to the strong performance.  The Revenue Forecasting Committee will be meeting in February, 2004 and will be reviewing all revenues.

Mr. Pennoyer also reported that the Highway Fund had a strong performance recently, increasing the positive variance to $3.8 million through the first half of FY 04.  

Revenue Forecasting
The Revenue Forecasting Committee and the Consensus Economic Forecasting Commission met in a joint meeting on January 12, 2004 to discuss proposed changes to the process by which the Committee forecasts the economy and revenues.  Being unable to achieve any consensus, they made no recommendations for changes at that time.  The Revenue Forecasting Committee did make a one-time adjustment to the General Fund Revenue in Fiscal Year 2004 related to two unusual and unanticipated events, which increased revenue by $2,066,000.  

The Consensus Economic Forecasting Commission will meet on January 27, 2004 to review and potentially revise the current economic forecast.  The Commission’s statutory reporting date is February 1st.  

The Revenue Forecasting Committee is scheduled to meet in mid-February to review and update the revenue forecasts for the General Fund, Highway Fund and Fund for a Healthy Maine.  The Committee has a statutory reporting date of March 1st.   

No Council action required.

(
Office of Information Services’ Report  

Paul Mayotte, Director, Legislative Information Services, reported on the following:

HP is scheduled to install its latest version of the bill drafting software on Friday, January 23, 2004.  Acceptance testing will follow the installation.

Audio broadcasting from all committee rooms is now available over the Internet.  Sound quality and impact on bandwidth will be monitored throughout the session to assure satisfactory broadcasting.

The wireless network is now active and the Legislative Information Services’ Office is working with legislators to ensure a good connection with their laptop computers.  

The Information Services’ Office continues to monitor the SPAM that comes into the State House through the Internet.  The rules in place are working effectively and very few valid emails are being flagged as SPAM.  

A brief discussion followed regarding whether the Legislature has a system in place to broadcast audio transmissions of committee proceedings when they are held at off-site locations.  Mr. Mayotte responded by saying that the Legislature does not have the equipment to provide audio coverage for outside hearings at this time. 

No Council action required.

(
Update on Interim Studies  

David Elliott, Director, Office of Policy and Legal Analysis, reported that most studies are in the final report drafting stage.  A copy of the Progress Report on Legislative Studies is attached for the Legislative Council’s reference.      

No Council action required.

REPORTS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES

(
Personnel Committee   


The Personnel Committee did not meet this past month.


( State House Facilities Committee  



    The State House Facilities Committee did not meet this past month.

OLD BUSINESS

Item #1:  Council Actions Taken by Ballot


       



Executive Director Boulter provided Council members with a list of actions taken by ballot by the Legislative Council since its December 8, 2003 meeting.

No Council action required.

NEW BUSINESS

Item #1:
Consideration of After Deadline Bill Requests

Thirty-eight after deadline requests were considered by the Legislative Council.  The Council’s actions on these requests are included on the attached list. 

Item #2:
Requests to Meet and Request for Further Extension of Study Reporting Deadlines 




(
Commission to Study Obesity and Methods to Decrease the Cost of Health Care 




and Increase the Public Health





-  Requested permission to meet on January 23, 2004 (extension to December 31, 2003 





had been approved by the Legislative Council on November 18, 2003)

Director Elliott said the Commission to Study Obesity and Methods to Decrease the

Cost of Health Care and Increase the Public Health requested to meet on January 

23, 2004 because the Council, at its meeting on November 18, 2003, had approved an 

extended reporting deadline to December 31, 2003.  The Commission’s work plan 

indicates that the Commission’s reporting deadline will be next year.  A bill has been

submitted that would extend the reporting deadline to the fall.  

Motion:  No motion was offered.       




(
Task Force to Study Parity and Portability of Retirement Benefits for State Law 





Enforcement Officers, Municipal and County Law Enforcement Officers and 





Firefighters




-  Requested permission to meet on January 26, 2004



Motion:  That the Legislative Council approve the request for the Task Force to meet 



on January 26, 2004.  (Motion by Rep. Richardson, second by Sen. Treat, approved 



7-1, Rep. Bruno opposed). 





-  Requested permission to extend Task Force deadline to an unspecified date in the

 




future


Motion:  That the Legislative Council approve the request to extend the Task Force’s 


deadline by 10 days to February 6, 2004.  (Motion by Rep. Richardson, second by 


Sen. Davis, approved 7-1, Rep. Bowles opposed).

Note:  President Daggett commented that analysts for the committees should know and 

relay to committee members that they should not request extensions on studies 

without asking for an extension to a date certain.  

Item #3:
Presentation by Steering Committee for Blaine House Conference on the Creative 




Economy 
Alden Wilson, Director, Maine Arts Commission, John Rohman, Chair of the Maine

Arts Commission, and Abby Levin from the Maine Arts Commission made a presentation

to the Council on the Blaine House Conference on the Creative Economy.  The conference 

will be held May 6-7, 2004 at the Bates Mill in Lewiston, Maine.    

For more information on the Conference one can contact Abbe Levin at the Maine Arts

Commission, 25 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333, telephone 207-287-2710.  

President Daggett, on behalf of the entire Legislative Council, thanked Mr. Wilson, Mr. 

Rohman and Ms. Levin for their informative presentation.

COLLECTIVE BARGAINING  (Executive Session)



None.



ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMARKS


None.




ADJOURNMENT


The Legislative Council meeting was adjourned at 3:37 p.m.  (Motion by President Daggett, second by Speaker Colwell, unanimous).   

