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Meeting Summary

January 26, 2005

Approved February 24, 2005

CALL TO ORDER


The Chair, Speaker Richardson, called the Legislative Council meeting to order at 1:18 p.m. in the Legislative Council Chamber.

ROLL CALL

Senators:
President Edmonds, Sen. Davis, Sen. Weston



(Sen. Brennan joined the meeting in progress)



Absent:  Sen. Gagnon


Representatives:
Speaker Richardson, Rep. Cummings, Rep. Bowles, 



Rep. Duplessie, Rep. Tardy


Legislative Officers:
Joy O’Brien, Secretary of the Senate



Millicent MacFarland, Clerk of the House



Michael Cote, Assistant Clerk of the House




David Boulter, Executive Director, Legislative Council



Grant Pennoyer, Director, Office of Fiscal and Program Review



David Elliott, Director, Office of Policy and Legal Analysis



Margaret Matheson, Revisor of Statutes



Lynn Randall, State Law Librarian



Paul Mayotte, Director, Legislative Information Services

SUMMARY OF THE DECEMBER 22, 2004 COUNCIL MEETING

Motion:  That the Meeting Summary of December 22, 2004 be accepted and placed on file.  (Motion by Sen. Davis, second by Rep. Tardy, unanimous).  


Speaker Richardson asked if there was objection to taking an item out of order.  Hearing none, the Chair then moved to New Business, Item #1.

NEW BUSINESS
Item #1:
Consideration of After Deadline Bill Requests
Thirty-four after deadline requests were considered by the Legislative Council.  The Council’s actions on these requests are included on the attached list.

The chair then returned to agenda items in the order they appeared on the agenda.

REPORTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND COUNCIL STAFF OFFICES


•
Executive Director’s Report

David Boulter, Executive Director of the Legislative Council, reported on the following items:

1.
The State YMCA of Maine Youth in Government Program for 2005 is scheduled for April 8 – 10, 

2005.  An earlier agreement had been reached to hold future programs in the Fall to avoid legislative conflicts, but because it was not working out for the participating schools, the State YMCA of Maine has requested that the Youth in Government Program be allowed to remain a spring program with the potential date of May 3-5, 2006 for the 2006 program.  

Hearing no objections, Mr. Boulter will proceed with discussions with the State YMCA of Maine to continue spring programs.      

2.

The American Heart Association’s has made a request to have the Capitol dome lit in red as part 



of its campaign in February to make women aware of the risk of heart disease.  While there were  

no specific objections to the purposes expressed by the American Heart Association, several members questioned whether a precedent would be set by granting this request that could lead to other, perhaps objectionable requests.  Members generally felt that the request merited further discussion before granting authorization.

Motion:  That the American Heart Associations’ request for the dome to be lit in red during the month of February be referred to the State House Facilities Committee for its review and recommendations.  (Motion by Rep. Duplessie, seconded by Rep. Bowles, unanimous).  

3.

In Facility Chair Sen. Gagnon’s absence, Mr. Boulter announced that the Legislative Retiring 


Room, Room 420 in the State House, is nearing completion and the committee will announce the 


opening in the very near future.



•
Fiscal Report 

Grant Pennoyer, Director, Office of Fiscal and Program Review, presented his report to the Council.

The following information reflects December 2004 Revenue Forecasting Committee revisions.

· General Fund

In its December forecast, the Revenue Forecasting Committee (RFC) increased the General Fund revenue projections for FY05 by $71.9 million.  General Fund revenue performance in December continued to be strong and was even ahead of the revised forecast by 

$3.8 million in December and $5.7 million through the first half of FY05.

Positive variances in Sales and Use Taxes, Individual Income Tax and Estate Tax revenues offset negative variances in Corporate Income Taxes and Lottery revenues.

· Highway Fund

Highway Fund revenue, projections for which were revised upward by the RFC by $3.9 million in FY05, continues to perform very well and was $1.9 million ahead of revised budget projection in December and $4.1 million ahead for the first 6 months of FY05. 

2.  Revenue Forecasting Schedule

The Consensus Economic Forecasting Commission met on January 26th to review its November economic forecast.  The commission did not alter that forecast, although it did note some potential future downside risks.  Since the economic forecast was not revised, it is unlikely that there will be any significant change in the revenue forecast.  The Revenue Forecasting Committee will meet again in mid-February.  It has a March 1st reporting deadline.

3.  Cash Pool Status

The December 2004 Cash Pool Summary shows that absent the Tax Anticipation Notes totaling $190 million and reserve fund balances, the General Fund average daily cash balance would have been negative $196.2 million in December.  However, the General Fund & Highway Fund cash pool trends through December 2004 both show an improving trend over the last 12 months.


No Council action required.


•
Office of Information Services’ Report 

Paul Mayotte, Director, Legislative Information Services presented his report to the Legislative Council.  He reported that HP had not accepted the final agreement proposed by the Legislature that would have memorialized the earlier agreement reached between the parties for HP to complete and deliver the bill drafting software.

Based on the Attorney General’s recommendation, the Attorney General’s Office is now working directly with HP’s lawyers to determine if there is the likelihood of reaching an acceptable agreement, before the Attorney General’s Office proceeds to file a lawsuit to compel performance under the contract.  The Attorney General’s Office has been in contact with HP’s lawyers and should be receiving a response by January 28, 2005.

Speaker Richardson requested that Mr. Mayotte keep Vice-chair Edmonds and himself up-to-date on the status of the bill drafting system as the situation progresses. 


•
Update of Interim Studies

David Elliott, Director, Office of Policy and Legal Analysis, reported on the interim studies.  A copy of the Progress Report on the Legislative Studies is attached.

REPORTS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES
Personnel Committee  


 Rep. Cummings, Chair of the Personnel Committee, reported that the committee met earlier in the day 

 and granted, by unanimous vote, temporary disability income benefits to a Legislative Council 

 employee, as provided for in Section VI (H) of the Personnel Policies and Guidelines for 

 Legislative Council Employees.  Other items on the Personnel Committee’s agenda were tabled to a   

 future meeting.  

 No Council action required.


State House Facilities Committee  


The State House Facilities Committee did not meet so made no report.   

OLD BUSINESS


None

NEW BUSINESS

Item #1:
Requests for Extension of Cloture Deadline
  

Speaker Richardson requested that an extension of the cloture deadline for filing bills be granted for Representatives Walter E. Ash, Jr., Lawrence E. Jacobsen and Donna Loring for reasons stated in the attached letters.

Motion:  That the Legislative Council approve extension of the cloture deadline for filling bills for Representatives Ash, Jacobsen and Loring.  (Motion by Rep. Bowles, second by President Edmonds, unanimous).    

Item #3:
Legislative Study Standards

Director Elliott presented the proposed standards for legislative studies to the Legislative Council for its review and adoption pursuant to Joint Rule.  Under Joint Rule 353, the Legislative Council    

is authorized to adopt standards for the drafting of study orders and legislation at the beginning of each legislative biennium.  Joint Rules 353 provides that study orders and legislation introduced during the biennium must be consistent with the standards adopted by the Legislative Council.    The proposed standards closely track relevant provisions of the recently adopted Joint Rules of the 122nd Legislature and those of past study guidelines.  

Several members requested additional time to study the proposed standards.  

Motion:  That the Legislative Council table action on the proposed legislative study standards 

until a future meeting.  (Motion by President Edmonds, second by Rep. Bowles, unanimous).      



Item #4: Submission of Study Reports


· Task Force to Study Parity and Portability of Retirement Benefits for State Law Enforcement Officers, Municipal and County Law Enforcement Officers and Firefighters 

· Commission to Study Public Health 

Motion:  That the Legislative Council accept and place on file the study reports of the Task Force to Study Parity and Portability of Retirement Benefits for State Law Enforcement Officers, Municipal and County Law Enforcement Officers and Firefighters and the Commission to Study Public Health.  (Motion by President Edmonds, second by Rep. Bowles, unanimous).

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMARKS


Rep. Bowles asked for an update on establishing an office for OPEGA staff.  Mr. Boulter reported that Beth Ashcroft, OPEGA Director, has begun work.  Because of earlier (now resolved) delays in securing office space in the Cross Building from the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, the OPEGA office is not ready for occupancy.  Room 107 will be the OPEGA office and Ms. Ashcroft is actively working on plans to reconfigure and furnish the room to suit OPEGA needs.  Mr. Boulter has arranged for a temporary office for Ms. Ashcroft in the Executive Director’s Office until such time as the OPEGA office is completed.  Speaker Richardson reported that arrangements regarding establishing an office for the chairs of the OPEGA Oversight Committee are well underway and hopefully the office will be readied for occupancy shortly.  

ADJOURNMENT 


The Legislative Council meeting was adjourned at 2:15 p.m.  (Motion by Rep. Bowles, second by Rep. Tardy, unanimous).  

