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MEETING SUMMARY

October 22, 2003

Approved November 18, 2003

CALL TO ORDER


The Chair, President Beverly Daggett, called the Legislative Council meeting to order at 

2:50 p.m. in the Legislative Council Chamber.   

ROLL CALL


Senators:
President Daggett, Sen. Treat, Sen. Davis, Sen. Gagnon



Absent:  Sen. Woodcock


Representatives:
Speaker Colwell, Rep. Richardson, Rep. Bruno, 



Rep. Duplessie, Rep. Bowles


Legislative Officers:
Millicent MacFarland, Clerk of the House



David Shiah, Assistant Clerk of the House




David Boulter, Executive Director, Legislative Council



Grant Pennoyer, Director, Office of Fiscal and Program Review



David Elliott, Director, Office of Policy and Legal Analysis



Margaret Matheson, Revisor of Statutes

SUMMARY OF THE SEPTEMBER 29, 2003 COUNCIL MEETING
Motion:  That the Meeting Summary of September 29, 2003 be accepted and placed on file.  (Motion by Speaker Colwell, second by Sen. Treat, unanimous).  

REPORTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND STAFF OFFICE DIRECTORS
· Executive Director’s Report

In the interest of time, David Boulter, Executive Director, did not make a report to the Legislative Council.  



(
Fiscal Report 

Grant Pennoyer, Director, Office of Fiscal and Program Review, referred Council members to his written fiscal briefing.  No oral follow-up report was given at the Council meeting.  President Daggett told members that if they had questions about Mr. Pennoyer’s fiscal report the Council would be able to address those questions after the consideration of the requests to introduce legislation in the Second Regular Session.

   






(
Office of Information Services’ Report  



In the interest of time, Paul Mayotte, Director, Legislative Information Services, did not 



make a report to the Legislative Council.  

(
Office of Policy and Legal Analysis


David Elliott, Director, Office of Policy and Legal Analysis included in the Council 



members’ material a Progress Report on Legislative Studies.  No oral follow-up was given.



A copy of the Progress Report on Legislative Studies is attached.

REPORTS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES

(
Personnel Committee   

Representative Richardson, Chair, Personnel Committee reported that the Committee met 

earlier in the afternoon.  The Committee considered a request by a legislative employee for 

temporary disability income benefits as provided for under the Legislature’s personnel 

policies and voted unanimously to approve the request.

No further action by the Council is required.


The Personnel Committee also discussed a request that a Jewish holiday be included as 

state-paid holiday under the Legislature’s Personnel Policies and Guidelines.  No action on 

the request was taken and the Committee will continue its discussion at a later meeting.

No Council action required.






( 
State House Facilities Committee 



No report

OLD BUSINESS

Item #1:
Authorization for Acceptance of Funds for a Legislative Study (Reconsideration)






-
Resolve To Study Obesity and Methods to Decrease the Cost of Health Care 







and Increase the Public Health  (letter and Certification Relating to Contribution for 







Study from John A. LaCasse, President and CEO, Medical Care Development)


Mr. Boulter reminded members that Medical Care Development had initially submitted a certification and statement about contributions for the study and sought the Legislative Council’s acceptance of funds from outside sources.  Subsequent to the initial discussion and decision of the Council not to accept the funds, Medical Care Development has submitted detailed information that identified the specific contributions and from whom they were received.

Rep. Bowles asked if more information was available for the contributor listed as

Kennebunkport - $1,000.  Mr. Boulter said he had no other information; it was

presumed the contribution was from the Town of Kennebunkport. 
 


Motion:  That the Legislative Council accept the funding as identified by Medical Care Development in support of the committee to Study Obesity and Methods to Decrease the Cost of Health Care and Increase the Public Health.  (Motion by Speaker Colwell, second by Sen. Treat, 7-2, Rep. Bruno and Rep. Bowles, opposed).  
  

NEW BUSINESS

Item #1:
Suggested Procedure for Deciding Legislative Bill Requests

The agenda included a suggested protocol for deciding legislative bill requests.  President Daggett summarized the suggested protocol as follows:


A. 
The Legislative Council will review bill requests alphabetically by sponsor.  An



exception to this order of review will be made for bill requests for which an ASL 



Interpreter is required for persons who are deaf or hard of hearing.  Those bills will 



be taken out of order at a time during the meeting when an interpreter is available.





B.

For procedural consistency, when voting on a bill request, the initial motion on a 







bill will be presumed to be a motion to accept the bill request for introduction into 







the second regular session along with a second to that motion.  (Yea is to let in a 







bill; nay is to reject the bill for introduction).





C.

In order to review all legislative requests in a timely manner, voting will be by a 







show of hands, with each Council Member’s vote on each bill being recorded.  







The record of each vote will be made available for public inspection following the 







meeting.





D.

If a bill request has been identified by the Revisor as requiring a ruling under Joint 







Rule 217, the Legislative Council may vote to accept that bill for introduction, 







conditional upon a subsequent ruling by the presiding officers.  Absent a vote to 







accept the bill, the bill is presumed to have been turned down by a unanimous vote 







of the Legislative Council.   





E.

Legislative sponsors and others are welcome to observe the Council’s 







deliberations on the bill requests, but discussion of the requests will be confined to 







Council Members.  Discussion of a bill request among Council Members will be 







limited to whether it is appropriate for introduction under Constitutional provisions 







for second regular session bills, and will not speak to the merits of the bill itself.





F.

If the Legislative Council turns down a bill request, a Legislator may appeal that 







decision, and at a subsequent meeting of the Legislative Council, the Legislator 







may speak briefly to the bill request under appeal.





G.

A legislative request that has been identified by the Revisor’s Office as being 







closely related to another legislative request that was earlier filed (i.e., having been 







assigned a lower LR number) or to a carryover bill is presumed to have been 







turned down by a unanimous vote of the Legislative Council.  





Motion: That the Legislative Council adopt the suggested protocol, A-G, for deciding 





legislative bill requests as set forth in the “Review of Legislative Bill Requests” 





document dated October 22, 2003.  (Motion by Speaker Colwell, second by Rep.

 



Richardson, unanimous).
Item #2:
Requests to Introduce Legislation for Consideration in the Second Regular Session

The Council then proceeded to consider and vote on 348 bill requests in accordance with the adopted protocol, above.  




RECESS




The Council recessed at 4:12 p.m. on the motion of the Chair.




RECONVENE

The Chair reconvened the meeting at 4:25 p.m. and continued with consideration of the remaining bill requests and other items on the agenda.

The Council authorized 109 bill requests for introduction in the 2nd regular session of the 121st Legislature.  The bills authorized by the Council for introduction is included on the attached list.

Item #3:
Proposed Fee Schedule for Document Service for the Second Regular Session of the 121st Legislature

Clerk of the House Millicent MacFarland requested that the Legislative Council approve 

the proposed document fee schedule for the 2nd Regular Session.

Motion:  That the Legislative Council approve the Fee Schedule for Document Service for 

the Second Regular Session of the 121st Legislature.  (Motion by Rep. Bruno, second by 

Rep. Duplessie, unanimous). 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMARKS


None

ADJOURNMENT


The Legislative Council meeting was adjourned at 5:05 p.m.  (Motion by Sen. Davis, second by Sen. Gagnon, unanimous).  

