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MEETING SUMMARY

February 10, 2004

Approved March 9, 2004

CALL TO ORDER


The Chair, President Daggett, called the Legislative Council Meeting to order at 2:24 p.m. in the Legislative Council Chamber.

ROLL CALL


Senators:
President Daggett, Sen. Treat, Sen. Davis,



Sen. Gagnon, Sen. Woodcock


Representatives:
Speaker Colwell, Rep. Richardson, Rep. Bruno,



Rep. Duplessie, Rep. Bowles


Legislative Officers:
Millicent MacFarland, Clerk of the House



David Shiah, Assistant Clerk of the House




David E. Boulter, Executive Director, Legislative Council



Grant Pennoyer, Director, Office of Fiscal and Program Review



David Elliott, Director, Office of Policy and Legal Analysis



Margaret Matheson, Revisor of Statutes



Lynn Randall, State Law Librarian



Paul Mayotte, Director, Legislative Information Services
SUMMARY OF THE JANUARY 13, 2004 COUNCIL MEETING
Motion:  That the Meeting Summary of January 13, 2004 be accepted and placed on file.  (Motion by Sen. Treat, second by Speaker Colwell, unanimous).

REPORTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND STAFF OFFICE DIRECTORS
· Executive Director’s Report

David Boulter, Executive Director, reported that the Revisor’s Office has hired on a temporary basis, through the end of session, Peggy Lessard as a legal proofreader, filling the position formerly held by Thomas Downey.  Ms. Lessard previously worked for the Revisor’s Office from 1997 to 2000.  Her first day of employment will be February 11, 2004.

Mr. Boulter informed Council members that he is preparing for the 2004 work to the State House and is developing an updated and revised Multi-year Plan for State House Maintenance and Improvements for 2004.  Once prepared, the revised plan will be reviewed by the State House Facilities Committee before being presented to the Legislative Council at its next meeting.  

Mr. Boulter reported that the reception for artist Robert Indiana that was sponsored by the Governor and the Maine Arts Commission went well.  Nearly 200 people attended the event including many who had never been in the State House before.  He also noted that the radio station 92 Moose was conducting an informal poll as to whether the Legislature should purchase a piece of artwork by Mr. Indiana.     

No Council action required.    



(
Fiscal Report 

Grant Pennoyer, Director, Office of Fiscal and Program Review presented his report to the Council.

General Fund and Highway Fund Revenue Variances
General Fund revenues were over budget in January by $15.4 million and had a positive variance of $25.2 million for the fiscal year-to-date.  Better than expected revenues in the Individual Income Tax and Sales Tax lines were the primary reason for the positive variance.  A portion of the Individual Income Tax positive variance is a result of delays in processing refunds, but it appears the positive variance will remain.  Corporate Income Tax revenue was over budget by $1.5 million in January but remains under budget by approximately $400,000 for fiscal year-to-date.  Estate Tax revenue was under budget in January by $1.2 million and $700,000 under budget for fiscal year-to-date.  Also under budget was the Cigarette Tax revenue by $2.4 million in January and under budget for fiscal year-to-date by $1.7 million.  

The total Highway Fund revenue was over budget by $200,000 in January; increasing the positive variance to $3.6 million for fiscal year-to-date.  

Revenue Forecasting Commission
The Consensus Economic Forestry Commission concluded its February update and made a minor change to its forecast, increasing the calendar year 2003 personal income growth weight from 3.5% to 4.0%.  That growth would normally have a sizable impact on the revenue forecast under the tax models but, because the State data was not correlating to the federal data, the Committee chose not to adjust the Individual Income and Sales Tax revenue for Maine at that time.  

The Revenue Forecasting Committee was originally scheduled to meet on February 26, 2004 but the meeting was rescheduled to accommodate the Governor’s February 20th submission for the second supplemental budget.  The Committee will be meeting on February 12, 2004 at 10:00 am in 

Room 228 of the State House.

Cash Balances
Cash balances are posted on the Office of Fiscal and Program Review’s website.  Mr. Pennoyer reported that the trend has changed regarding the general fund cash position. The effect of depleting the reserves has finally played out regarding the negative trend in the State’s cash position and it is heading upward.  The cash balances are still negative and will likely have to rely on tax anticipation notes for some time.  

No Council required.       


(
Office of Information Services’ Report  

Paul Mayotte, Director, Legislative Information Services, reported the following:

Bill Drafting System
HP installed the latest version of the bill drafting system software on February 9, 2004 and is currently readying the system for testing.  Acceptance testing will begin shortly.  

Internet Audio
Committee proceedings can now be broadcast over the Internet from all committee rooms.  After monitoring the quality of the Internet audio broadcasts, the Office of Information Services is taking steps to improve the quality of the audio in some committee rooms.  

Wireless Network Access Pilot
Approximately 35 legislators are using the wireless service in the State House.  Virus and SPAM protection have been added which allows users to safely access their outside e-mail using Microsoft Outlook or Outlook Express mail.  

SPAM Filtering
SPAM fitting software is being refined this week to provide effective blocking of SPAM.

No Council action required.


(
Update on Interim Studies  

David Elliott, Director, Office of Policy and Legal Analysis, presented the status of legislative studies, noting that most studies are now completed.  He brought to the Council’s attention several studies that have not yet been completed.  He noted that the Commission to Study Public Health and the Commission to Arrange for a Plaque or Plaques and a Flag or Flags to be Displayed in the Hall of Flags in the State House have received extensions.  The Commission to Arrange for a Plaque or 

Plaques study received an extension to March 1, 2004 and is in the process of finalizing the decision-making process on the plaques and drafting the report.  The Public Health study had been granted an extension to November 3, 2004.  This study committee will recess during the session and resume its work during the interim.  

A copy of the Progress Report on Legislative Studies is attached for Legislative Council’s reference.

No Council action required.

REPORTS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES


(
Personnel Committee   



The Personnel Committee did not meet this past month.









(
State House Facilities Committee  





The State House Facilities Committee did not meet this past month. 



OLD BUSINESS

Item #1:  Council Actions Taken by Ballot

Executive Director Boulter provided Council members with a list of actions taken by ballot by the Legislative Council since its January 13, 2004 meeting.

No Council action required.

NEW BUSINESS

Item #1:
Consideration of After Deadline Bill Requests


Forty-four after deadline bill requests were considered by the Legislative Council.  The Council’s actions on these requests are included on the attached list.  

Item #2:
Submission of Study Reports


The Legislative Council received the following study reports.

· Committee to Study Compliance With Maine’s Freedom  of Access Laws  


· Commission to Improve Community Safety and Sex Offender Accountability  


· Commission to Review the Budget Process of the Workers’ Compensation Board  

 
Motion:  That the Legislative Council accept the reports and that they be placed on file.  


(Motion by Sen. Treat, second by Rep. Bowles, unanimous).

Item #3:  Request for Further Extension of Study Reporting Deadline
Task Force to Study Parity and Portability of Retirement Benefits for State Law Enforcement Officers, Municipal and County Law Enforcement Officers and Firefighters  

-
The Task Force requested an extension of its reporting deadline from February 6, 2004 


to November 3, 2004 (extension to February 6, 2004 had been approved by the Legislative


Council on January 13, 2004).

Motion:  That the request for a further extension of the study reporting deadline be 

approved 
from February 6, 2004 to November 3, 2004.  (Motion by Rep. Richardson, second by 

Sen. Treat, unanimous).

COLLECTIVE BARGAINING  (Executive Session)


Motion:  That, in accordance with 1 MRSA section 405, subsection 6, the Legislative Council enter into an executive session with its counsel and negotiators for the purposes of discussing labor contracts and proposals involving MSEA and its represented legislative employees.  (Motion by Speaker Colwell, second by Sen. Treat, unanimous).

The Legislative Council went into Executive Session at 3:10 p.m. 
MEETING RECONVENED


The Council ended its Executive Session and reconvened in open session at 3:13 p.m. on the motion of Sen. Treat, second by Sen. Davis, unanimous.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMARKS


None.

ADJOURNMENT


The Legislative Council meeting was adjourned at 3:13 p.m.  (Motion by Sen. Treat, second by Sen. Davis, unanimous).  


