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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL MEETING SUMMARY   February 24, 2005


Meeting Summary

February 24, 2005

Approved March 24, 2005

CALL TO ORDER


The Chair, Speaker Richardson, called the Legislative Council meeting to order at 2:23 p.m. in the Legislative Council Chamber. 

ROLL CALL

Senators:
President Edmonds, Sen. Gagnon, Sen. Weston



Absent:  Sen. Brennan, Sen. Davis,


Representatives:
Speaker Richardson, Rep. Cummings, Rep. Duplessie, Rep. Tardy



(Rep. Bowles joined the meeting in progress)


Legislative Officers:
Joy O’Brien, Secretary of the Senate



Millicent MacFarland, Clerk of the House



Michael Cote, Assistant Clerk of the House




David Boulter, Executive Director, Legislative Council



Grant Pennoyer, Director, Office of Fiscal and Program Review



David Elliott, Director, Office of Policy and Legal Analysis



Margaret Matheson, Revisor of Statutes



Lynn Randall, State Law Librarian



Paul Mayotte, Director, Legislative Information Services

SUMMARY OF THE JANUARY 26, 2005 COUNCIL MEETING

Motion:  That the Meeting Summary of January 26, 2005 be accepted and placed on file.  (Motion by Rep. Tardy, second by Rep. Duplessie, unanimous).

REPORTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND COUNCIL STAFF OFFICES

· Executive Director’s Report

David Boulter, Executive Director of the Legislative Council, reminded members of the 

Legislative Policy Forum on economic development and health policy issues scheduled for March 10-11, 2005.  The Speaker requested that a reminder of the policy forum be emailed to legislators.

No Council action required.

· Fiscal Report 
Grant Pennoyer, Director of Fiscal and Program Review, presented his report to the Council.  

1.   General Fund and Highway Fund Revenue Variances for January 2005

      

(Reflects December 2004 Revenue Forecasting Committee Revisions)

· General Fund  

General Fund revenue was ahead of budgeted revenue in January by $0.9 million, increasing the positive variance for the year through January 2005 to $6.6 million.

The positive variance in the Estate Tax of $5.1 million is a timing issue and is the major contributor to the overall positive variance.  Smaller positive and negative variances in the other lines essentially balance each other out.

· Highway Fund 

Highway Fund revenue in January increased the positive variance by $0.8 million to $4.9 million for FY05 through January.  Motor Vehicle Registration and Fees accounts for most of this positive variance.

2.  Revenue Forecasting Schedule

· The Revenue Forecasting Committee met on Friday, February 18th for its March 1st update.  Since the economic forecast was unchanged from the December 2004 forecast, the revenue revisions in this forecast were technical corrections or updates based on better data.  The  forecast is still preliminary and subject to change.  The General Fund Revenue was revised by:

-
FY05: an additional $ 2.0 million, which includes the $1.5 million from EFY05 Budget Bill

-
FY06: an additional $ 4.5 million

-
FY07: an additional $13.6 million

· Highway Fund Revenues were revised upward in FY05 by $2.0 million and downward by less than $1.0 million for the 2006-2007 biennium.

· Fund for a Healthy Maine was not revised in this forecast.


3.  Cash Pool Status

· Absent reserve accounts balances and tax anticipation notes, the General Fund average cash balance would have been negative by $149.6 million.  

· Through January, 2005 the General Fund and Highway Fund historical trends still show an improving trend over the last 12 months.

· Office of Information Services’ Report 
1.  Bill Drafting System


There has been no change in the status bill drafting system since the January 26, 2005 Council 

meeting.  The Attorney General’s Office is waiting for a response from HP as to the latest 

proposal for resolving the outstanding issues.

Speaker Richardson requested that Executive Director Boulter schedule a meeting with a representative of the Attorney General’s office, President Edmonds, Paul Mayotte and himself to discuss the HP contract.  

2.
Office Suite 2003 Software


The Information Systems Office is completing the replacement of the outdated Office Suite 2000  

with Office Suite 2003, and with its completion the office will have achieved a long-term goal of providing a uniform computing environment on all Legislative PCs by having both the current Office Suite software and current operating system software (XP).

3.  Local Area Network

Upgrades to the switches that manage the local area network are complete and have resulted in an increase in network speed and capacity from 10Mb/sec to 100Mb/sec.


Speaker Richardson asked if there was objection to taking an item out of order.  Hearing none, the Chair then moved to New Business, Item #1.
NEW BUSINESS

Item #1:
Consideration of After Deadline Bill Requests




Twenty-seven after deadline requests were considered by the Legislative Council.  The 



Council’s actions on these requests are included on the attached list.



The Chair then returned to agenda items in the order they appeared on the agenda.

REPORTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND COUNCIL STAFF OFFICES (con’t)

· Update of Interim Studies


David Elliott, Director, Office of Policy and Legal Analysis, reported on the interim legislative studies.  A copy of the Progress Report on the Legislative Studies is attached.


REPORTS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES
· Personnel Committee  

Executive Director Boulter reported to the Legislative Council that the Personnel Committee met earlier in the day and voted to explore adopting a policy on domestic violence in the workplace and directed Executive Director office staff to develop a draft policy for its consideration.

No Council action required at this time.  Speaker Richardson asked that a progress report be given to the Council at its next meeting.  

· State House Facilities Committee  

Sen. Gagnon, Chair of the State House Facilities Committee reported that the committee met on February 22, 2005 and reported the following:

1.  
An evacuation plan for the State House was approved, and will be disseminated to 



  legislative offices..  

2.

The committee will be discussing issues related to the use of the Hall of Flags 



and developing a policy setting parameters for appropriate use.

3.

The committee considered a request from the American Heart Association to light 

the State House dome in red.  Although the request was for a worthy cause, it was concerned that granting the request would set a precedent for lighting the dome in support of various causes, some of which inevitably could politicize or offend.  The State House Facilities Committee voted unanimously to recommend that the Legislative Council adopt a policy that such requests not be granted.  

Legislative Council Motion:  That as a matter of general policy, the Legislative Council not grant requests to light the State House dome or display legislative lights in various colors in support of, opposition to, or in recognition of various groups or causes.  In exceptional circumstances, the presiding officers may waive the policy to grant approval.  (Motion by Sen. Gagnon, second by Rep. Duplessie unanimous).  

4.

The committee agreed to develop a policy on staff access to and use of legislative 

retiring rooms, in keeping with the intent that retiring rooms are for the private use of legislators. 

5.

The committee agreed to explore ideas to honor important historical figure Joshua 

Chamberlain and his significant contributions to Maine and the Nation, perhaps through appropriate artwork funded by the Legislature’s Percent for Art program.  

The State Historian will be consulted as part of the committee’s consideration, and if pursued, the committee will make a recommendation to the Legislative Council for its consideration.

6.

The committee reviewed a proposed security plan for the State House.  The plan 

describes in detail procedures for deployment of security measures in the building, and appropriate response actions, which are designed to protect the safety of 

visitors, employees and Legislators through entry screening or monitoring.  The committee agreed to establish a subcommittee to consider the policy issues relating to deployment of security measures and related staffing issues for Capitol Security.   

· Budget Subcommittee

Speaker Richardson reported on the subcommittee’s work.  He referred members to the budget information and recommendations in their packets that were adopted by the Budget Subcommittee at its meeting on February 23, 2005.  

The Budget Subcommittee will look at further items and potential savings as more information becomes available to the subcommittee.  

Motion:  That the Legislative Council accept and carry out the recommendations of the Budget Subcommittee as presented in its report of February 23, 2005.  (Motion by Rep. Bowles, second by President Edmonds, unanimous).          




The Subcommittee requested that Mr. Boulter contact NCSL to invite a proposal from NCSL to conduct a study of the legislative process and identify ways to improve operations and make them more efficient.  Speaker Richardson mentioned that NCSL could help the Legislative Council find $260,000 in savings to offset FY 06/07 budget increases.  He asked that a proposal be brought back to the Legislative Council for a decision as to the scope and extent of the review and the cost.  

OLD BUSINESS


Item #1:  Legislative Study Standards  (tabled at meeting of 1-26-05)

David Elliott reminded members that the Joint Rules direct the Council each biennium to adopt guidelines for drafting studies for the current biennium. 

Motion:  That the Legislative Council remove the item from the table and further that the Legislative Council adopt the legislative study standards as presented at an earlier Legislative Council meeting.  (Motion by President Edmonds, second by Sen. Gagnon, unanimous).   


Item #2:  Council Actions Taken by Ballot





Executive Director Boulter provided Council members with a list of actions taken by 



ballot by the Legislative Council since its January 26, 2005 meeting.



No Council action required.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMARKS


None.

ADJOURNMENT 


The Legislative Council meeting was adjourned at 3:21 p.m.  (Motion by Sen. Gagnon, seconded by President Edmonds, unanimous).  

