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MEETING SUMMARY

March 9, 2004

Approved April 13, 2004

CALL TO ORDER


In the absence of the chair, the vice-chair, Speaker Colwell, called the Legislative Council meeting to order at 2:22 p.m. in the Legislative Council Chamber.

ROLL CALL


Senators:
Sen. Treat, Sen. Davis, Sen. Gagnon



(Sen. Woodcock joined the meeting in progress)




Absent:  President Daggett (excused for personal reasons)



Representatives:
Speaker Colwell, Rep. Bruno, Rep. Duplessie, Rep. Bowles



(Rep. Richardson joined the meeting in progress)


Legislative Officers:
Millicent MacFarland, Clerk of the House



David Shiah, Assistant Clerk of the House




David E. Boulter, Executive Director, Legislative Council



Grant Pennoyer, Director, Office of Fiscal and Program Review



David Elliott, Director, Office of Policy and Legal Analysis



Margaret Matheson, Revisor of Statutes



Lynn Randall, State Law Librarian



Paul Mayotte, Director, Legislative Information Services

Speaker Colwell asked if there was objection to taking items out of order following the Executive Director’s Report.  Hearing none, the Chair then moved to Reports From Executive Director And Staff Office Directors.

REPORTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND STAFF OFFICE DIRECTORS
(
Executive Director’s Report

David Boulter, Executive Director, acknowledged the artwork and information on display for Women’s History Month by Artist Robert Shetterly of Brooksville.  He also wanted members to be aware of artwork on display on the second floor of the Cross Building as part of the Maine 

Youth Excellence in Arts Project that was initiated by First Lady Baldacci with support from  President Daggett, Speaker Colwell and the Maine Arts Commission.  It is a multi-year project so there will be a rotation of artwork by Maine’s youth.  

No Council action required.   

NEW BUSINESS

Item #1:
Consideration of After Deadline Bill Requests

Twenty-three after deadline bill requests were considered by the Legislative Council.  The Council’s actions on these requests are included on the attached list.

The chair then returned to agenda items in the order they appeared on the agenda.

SUMMARY OF THE FEBRUARY 10, 2004 COUNCIL MEETING
Motion:  That the Meeting Summary of February 10, 2004 be accepted and placed on file.  (Motion by Sen. Treat, second by Rep. Bruno, unanimous).   

REPORTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND STAFF OFFICE DIRECTORS (con’t)

(
Fiscal Report 

Grant Pennoyer, Director, Office of Fiscal and Program Review presented his report to the Council.  

General Fund and Highway Revenue Variance

The revenue report reflects the March, 2004 revenue revisions.  With the change in the forecast, the monthly distribution was also changed so no sizeable variances were expected.  Total General Fund revenue was over budget in February by $1.9 million and is slightly ahead of budget for year-to-date through February.    The Highway Fund was over budget by $1.2 million in February, increasing the positive variance to $3.7 million for year-to-date through February.  

Revenue Forecasting

The Revenue Forecasting Committee’s adjustments to the General Fund and Highway Fund were small.  No changes were made to the Fund for a Healthy Maine.  

No Council action required.

(
Office of Information Services’ Report  

Paul Mayotte, Director, Legislative Information Services, reported the following:

Bill Drafting System

Hewlett-Packard, (HP) completed the final acceptance testing on the bill drafting system on February 19, 2004.  HP has improved the application, especially in the performance speed; however several issues remain with the application that are not acceptable. Work continues with HP to assess the nature and seriousness of the problems.  A meeting has been scheduled with HP, Margaret Matheson, David Boulter and Mr. Mayotte on February 10, 2004 to discuss how to bring this matter to a satisfactory conclusion.  

Audio Broadcasting of Committee Proceedings
The Office of Information Services has completed changes to the sound system that have resulted in improvement in the quality of audio broadcasts of committee proceeding via the Internet.  

Wireless Network Access 
Interest by Legislators in using the wireless network service continues to grow.   

SPAM Filtering 

The SPAM rules have been adjusted several times in the last month in order to reduce the volume of unwanted emails to legislators and staff.

Virus Protection of Legislative Computer Systems
The Legislature is experiencing record levels of virus activity.   Because the anti-virus software is very effective, computer viruses have been blocked and there have been only minor impacts to the email system as a result.

Discussion 

Sen. Treat asked for examples of items that are not working properly with the HP bill drafting system.  Mr. Mayotte said performance times had been set for three key processes: checkin, checkout and document printing.  HP has met the target for the checkout process; was very close to meeting the target for the print process; but has not met the time requirements for the checkin process.  Mr. Mayotte said checkin is the process whereby a technician in the Revisor’s office returns (saves) a bill draft to the network server from the desktop, i.e. “checking it in” to the server.  The length of time for that process to execute has not met the Legislature’s target of 30 seconds.  The process is taking 1 ½ to 2 minutes.

Sen. Treat asked whether the Legislature had the speed requirements in its technical requirements.  Mr. Mayotte replied the Legislature set those requirements for HP last year.  Mr. Mayotte said that the language in the earlier requirements document was “reasonable and expected.”  

No Council action required.

(
Update on Interim Studies  

David Elliott, Director, Office of Policy and Legal Analysis, presented the status of legislative studies.  Mr. Elliott brought to the Council’s attention the Study of New Payment Models for Logging Industry, which was established by a joint order directing the Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to conduct a study.  The study committee has not met its December 3, 2003 deadline for completion.  

A copy of the Progress Report on Legislative Studies is attached for the Legislative Council’s reference.

No Council action required. 

REPORTS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES


( 
State House Facilities Committee  



Sen. Gagnon, Chair of the State House Facilities Committee, asked Executive Director Boulter to summarize the committee’s meeting of March 4, 2004.  

Director Boulter reported that the committee discussed the following items:

1.

Use of volunteer interns to staff citizens’ lobby center

2.

Dedication of the Klir Beck dioramas

3.

Implementation of State House security measures

4.

Parking request by State House Press Corps

5.

2004 Plan for maintenance and improvements to State House 

6.

Legislative “look”

He noted that a detailed discussion of each item was included in the meeting summary that had been distributed to Legislative Council members.

Discussion: Sen. Gagnon commented further on several of the items.  The committee plans to have a general discussion of whether volunteer interns are the appropriate way for staffing the citizens’ lobby center.  Interns do not provide consistent service and, therefore, the committee will be considering other options.  With respect to the dioramas, Sen. Gagnon learned that there are no living relatives of Klir Beck; his legacy is the State House dioramas.  The Committee discussed having more of a presence of Capitol Security, keeping it low-keyed but obvious that there is security at the State House.  The committee postponed action on the request for special parking by the press corps and will seek a better understanding of the State House Press Corps’ concerns.  Sen. Gagnon indicated the committee supported the proposed work on the State House for 2004.  He mentioned 2 projects that were discussed in detail: installation of operable windows in the north and south mezzanine areas and the relocation of the press corps cable connection box.  The matter of installing operable windows will be discussed at the next committee meeting.  The State House Facilities Committee endorsed moving the connection box from the side of the building, which is a security concern, to a point approximately 150 feet to the west, adjacent to the Cross Building parking lot.  The last item discussed at the meeting was creating a distinct legislative look to help differentiate legislative aspects from others, including legislative license plates.   

A member asked if the work plan includes insulation for windows in the State House since some are drafty in the winter.  Mr. Boulter said those problem windows were brought to his attention.  Special retrofits can be done.

No further discussion.

Sen. Gagnon then made two motions, as follows:

Motion:  That the Legislative Council authorize maintenance and improvements projects to the State House and Grounds for 2004 as modified by the 2004 Revision of the Multi-Year Plan for Maintenance and Improvements; and direct the Executive Director to take necessary measures to implement the plan in accordance with the schedules contained in the plan.  (Motion by Sen. Gagnon, second by Sen. Woodcock, unanimous 6-0).  (Absent from the vote were President Daggett, Sen. Davis, Rep. Richardson and Rep. Bruno.)   

[Note:  the matter of installing operable windows in the mezzanine areas was deferred pending a recommendation by the State House Facilities Committee.]

Motion:  That the State House Facilities Committee study the feasibility of creating a visually distinctive symbol or look that can be used when identifying the Legislative Branch and communicating legislative actions, and to report back to the Legislative Council on recommended features and designs and appropriate uses for such a symbol or look.  (Motion by Sen. Gagnon, second by Rep. Duplessie, unanimous 6-0).  (Absent from the vote were President Daggett, Sen. Davis, Rep. Richardson and Rep. Bruno.)

(
Personnel Committee   

Senator Treat, reported that the Personnel Committee met earlier in the afternoon.  The

Committee considered a request by a Legislative Council employee for temporary disability 

income benefits as provided for under the Legislature’s personnel policies and voted 

unanimously to approve the request.

No further action by the Council is required.


OLD BUSINESS

Item #1:  Council Actions Taken by Ballot


       



Executive Director Boulter provided Council members with a list of actions taken by ballot by the Legislative Council since its February 10, 2004 meeting.

No Council action required.  

NEW BUSINESS

Item #2:
Submission of Study Reports

The Legislative Council received the following study reports.

·   Task Force to Study the Needs of Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children and Adolescents


·   Commission to Study the Revenue Sources of the Office of Consumer Credit Regulation



Motion:  That the Legislative Council accept the reports and that they be placed on file.  


(Motion by Sen. Treat, second by Sen. Woodcock, unanimous 6-0).  (Absent from the vote 


were President Daggett, Sen. Davis, Rep. Richardson and Rep. Bruno.)

COLLECTIVE BARGAINING  (Executive Session)

None

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMARKS

None




ADJOURNMENT

The Legislative Council meeting was adjourned at 3:17 p.m.  (Motion by Sen. Treat, second by Rep. Duplessie, unanimous).

