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Meeting Summary

March 24, 2005

Approved With Correction

April 28, 2005

CALL TO ORDER


The Chair, Speaker Richardson, called the Legislative Council meeting to order at 4:26 p.m. in 

the Legislative Council Chamber.

ROLL CALL

Senators:
President Edmonds, Sen. Brennan, Sen. Davis,  



Sen. Gagnon, Sen. Weston


Representatives:
Speaker Richardson, Rep. Cummings, Rep. Bowles, 



Rep. Duplessie, Rep. Tardy


Legislative Officers:
Joy O’Brien, Secretary of the Senate



Millicent MacFarland, Clerk of the House



Michael Cote, Assistant Clerk of the House




David Boulter, Executive Director, Legislative Council



Grant Pennoyer, Director, Office of Fiscal and Program Review



David Elliott, Director, Office of Policy and Legal Analysis



Margaret Matheson, Revisor of Statutes



Lynn Randall, State Law Librarian



Paul Mayotte, Director, Legislative Information Services

SUMMARY OF THE FEBRUARY 24, 2005 COUNCIL MEETING

Motion:
That the Meeting Summary of February 24, 2005 be accepted and placed on file.  (Motion by President Edmonds, second by Sen. Davis, unanimous).

REPORTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND COUNCIL STAFF OFFICES

· 
Executive Director’s Report

David Boulter, Executive Director of the Legislative Council, reminded members that State of Maine YMCA Youth in Government Program will be held in the State House from April 8-10, 2005.

Executive Director Boulter advised the Council of a staffing issue for the Legislative Youth Advisory Council.  By legislative resolve, the Muskie School is required to provide staffing to the council, but the person who staffed it for the Muskie School, has resigned.  The Muskie School has notified the Executive Director that it lacks sufficient funds to continue to staff the Youth Advisory Council.  Mr. Boulter said funding remains an issue but the Muskie School is working with the Department of Education to secure temporary staffing and funding.  Mr. Boulter believes it may require legislative action to be resolved for the long-term.

Mr. Boulter reported that the Daily Show with Jon Stewart (Comedy Central) featured a segment on the Maine Legislature.  

Speaker Richardson requested that Clerk MacFarland send out a notice reminding legislators and staff that the use of the House Chamber is only by leave of the presiding officer.

Several bills affecting the Legislative Council have been introduced this session.  These bills were referred to the State and Local Government Joint Standing Committee and are technology/facility related: 

LD 802 relating to providing lap computers for Legislators, LD 1315 regarding recording legislative proceedings and making them available through the law library, and LD 1452 relating to consumption of Maine farm products at the State House complex.  

Motion:  That the Legislative Council refer LD 802, 1315 and 1452 to the State House Facilities Committee for its review.  (Motion by Sen. Gagnon, second by Rep. Cummings, unanimous).


Speaker Richardson asked if there was objection to taking an item out of order.  Hearing none, the Chair then moved to New Business, Item 1.  

NEW BUSINESS

Item #1:
Consideration of After Deadline Bill Requests

Thirty-one after deadline requests were considered by the Legislative Council.  The Council’s actions on these requests are included on the attached list.

The Chair then returned to agenda items in the order they appeared on the agenda.

The Chair and Vice-Chair noted that the Legislative Council has been agreeable to the introduction of most after deadline bill requests, but requested that Executive Director Boulter prepare a memo to all legislators from the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Legislative Council notifying them that future after deadline bills requests will be held to a stricter standard for introduction.

REPORTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND COUNCIL STAFF OFFICES (con’t)

· Fiscal Report 

Grant Pennoyer, Director of Fiscal and Program Review, presented his report to the Council.  

1.   General Fund and Highway Fund Revenue Variances for February 2005


(Reflects March 2005 Revenue Forecasting Committee Revisions)

· General Fund 

General Fund revenue was under budget in February by $0.8 million, decreasing the  variance for the year through February 2005 to a positive $5.9 million.

The positive variances for the fiscal year through February include:

· Estate Tax was ahead of budgeted revenue by $4.2 million, but is expected to decline over the year.

· Individual Income Tax was ahead of budgeted revenue by $6.5 million.

· Corporate Income Tax was ahead of budgeted revenue by $3.3 million.


The major negative variances for the fiscal year through February include:

· Sales and Service Provider Taxes was under budget $7.7 million

· Cigarette Tax was under budget $0.6 million.

· Lottery Transfer was under budget $1.6 million due to the Powerball lottery sales under performing due to lower than anticipated jackpots.

· Highway Fund 
Highway Fund revenue was under budget in February by $1.4 million (–5.6%) with February Fuel Tax revenue being the major reason for this negative variance.  For the fiscal year through February, the Highway Fund remains positive by $3.5 million (+1.8%).


2.  Cash Pool Status

· Absent reserve accounts balances and tax anticipation notes, the General Fund average cash balance would have been negative by $171.2 million.

· Through February 2005, the funds still show an improving trend over the last 12 months, although the General Fund trend improvement has flattened out recently.

Motion:  That the Legislative Council accept Director Pennoyer’s fiscal report.  (Motion by Sen. Davis, second by Rep. Tardy, unanimous).

· Office of Information Services’ Report 
Paul Mayotte, Director, Legislative Information Services, reported the following:

·  Bill Drafting System:

The Executive Director’s office has entered into a binding agreement with HP that will result in completion and installation of the Bill Drafting System.  The agreement provides for:

-  Delivery of the system with most components in May, 2005
-  Twelve months of warranty coverage to June 2005 to June 2006.

-  The delivery by HP will include all agreed to software functions and hardware by    

    early October, 2005.

· Legislature’s Internet web site:

Mr. Mayotte reported that his office has been working with legislative offices to develop a  new Internet home page that has a dramatically improved appearance, and to have it in place by early April.  
Motion:  That the Legislative Council accept Director Mayotte’s technology report.  (Motion by Sen. Gagnon, second by Rep. Duplessie, unanimous).

· Update of Interim Studies
David Elliott, Director, Office of Policy and Legal Analysis, reported on the interim legislative studies.  A copy of the Progress Report on the Legislative Studies is attached.

Motion:  That the Legislative Council accept Director Elliott’s interim study report.  (Motion by Sen. Brennan, second by Sen. Davis, unanimous).

REPORTS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES
· Personnel Committee  

The Personnel Committee did not meet so made no report.     

· State House Facilities Committee  


Sen. Gagnon, Chair of the State House Facilities Committee reported that although the committee had not met, they previously discussed the creation of a Facility Security Subcommittee.  The members of the subcommittee include:




Senator Gagnon




Senator Davis




Representative Duplessie




Representative Bowles




Secretary of the Senate (nonvoting)




Clerk of the House (nonvoting)




Executive Director of the Legislative Council (nonvoting)




Also invited to participate are:




Public Safety Commissioner or his designee




Augusta Police Chief or his designee 

Sen. Gagnon also reported that the subcommittee will be meeting during the interim to address the security issues at the State House in a comprehensive fashion.

No Council action required.  

· Budget Subcommittee

The Budget Subcommittee did not meet so made no report.

OLD BUSINESS

Item #1:  Council Actions Taken by Ballot

Executive Director Boulter noted that the Council packet includes a list of actions taken by ballot by the Legislative Council since its February 24, 2005 meeting.

No Council action required.



NEW BUSINESS

Item #2:
Request by Council of State Governments to Fund the Northeast States Association for Agricultural Stewardship (NSAAS)

Executive Director Boulter explained the request by the Council of State Governments and noted the memo from Marge Kilkelly, Director of the Northeast States Association for Agricultural Stewardship (NSAAS).  CSG stated that Maine’s share would be $10,000 for 1 year.   

Motion:  That the Legislative Council pay the dues to the Northeast State Association for Agricultural Stewardship in the amount of $10,000.  (Motion by Sen. Edmonds, second by Sen. Brennan).

Maine had not paid dues to NSAAS over the last two years.  Sen. Weston explained that although the Legislative Council has never paid dues to CSG for NSAAS, the Department of Agriculture did for several years.  She requested more information before the Legislative Council decides on the request.  

Motion:  That CSG’s request for payment of dues to NSAAS be tabled.  (Motion by Sen. Weston, second by Sen. Davis, unanimous).  

Item #3:
Project to Image Newspaper Clipping Files 

Lynn Randall, State Law Librarian, presented to the Council the Library’s proposal to create, store and make accessible digital images of the newspaper articles with the purchase of an HP ScanJet 8290, Dell Precision 360 workstation and Alchemy Gold software.  The system would be in place shortly after the end of the session, if authorized.

Motion:  That the Legislative Council authorize the Law and Legislative Reference Library to purchase the HP ScanJet 8290, Dell Precision 360 workstation and Alchemy Gold software at the estimated cost of $20,000, using funds previously reserved by the Legislative Council Budget Subcommittee for this purpose.  (Motion by Rep. Duplessie, second by President Edmonds, 6-4, Sen. Davis, Sen. Weston, Rep. Bowles and Rep. Tardy opposed).       

Item #4:
NCSL Study of Legislative Operations Proposal

Executive Director Boulter reported that Ron Snell from NCSL had visited the State House recently and had met with offices.  He is working with NCSL staff on a proposal for the Legislative Council’s review to study legislative operations.  This proposal arrives from a recommendation of the Budget Subcommittee.  

Speaker Richardson reported he had received NCSL’s proposal and he will distribute it to other members of the Council.  The matter will be on the agenda for the Legislative Council’s consideration at the Council meeting on April 28th.        

Item #5:
Submission of Study Report





Maine Drug Return Implementation Group 

Motion:  That the Legislative Council accept and place on file the annual report of the Maine Drug Return Implementation Group.  (Motion by Brennan, second by Rep. Duplessie, unanimous).  

Item #6:
W. Tom Sawyer, Jr., et al v. Legislative Council et. al  (CV-04-97)

Motion:   That, in accordance with 1 MRSA section 405, subsection 6, the Legislative Council enter into an executive session for the purposes of discussing the pending lawsuit by W. Tom Sawyer, Jr., et al v. Legislative Council et al.   (Motion by Rep. Bowles, second by Rep. Duplessie, unanimous).

The Council proceeded into Executive Session at 5:24 p.m.

MEETING RECONVENED  


The Council ended its Executive Session and reconvened in open session at 6:05 p.m. on the motion of Rep. Tardy, second by Sen. Brennan, unanimous).

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMARKS


None

ADJOURNMENT 


The Legislative Council meeting was adjourned at 6:06 p.m.  (Motion by Rep. Tardy, second by Rep. Duplessie, unanimous). 


