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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL MEETING SUMMARY   April 27, 2004


MEETING SUMMARY

APRIL 27, 2004

APPROVED MAY 11, 2004

CALL TO ORDER


The Chair, President Daggett, called the Legislative Council meeting to order at 1:50 p.m. in 

the Legislative Council Chamber. 


ROLL CALL


Senators:
President Daggett, Sen. Treat, Sen. Davis,



Sen. Gagnon, Sen. Woodcock


Representatives:
Speaker Colwell, Rep. Richardson, Rep. Bruno,



Rep. Duplessie, Rep. Bowles


Legislative Officers:
Joy O’Brien, Secretary of the Senate



Millicent MacFarland, Clerk of the House



David E. Boulter, Executive Director, Legislative Council



David Elliott, Director, Office of Policy and Legal Analysis

REPORTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND STAFF OFFICE DIRECTORS

No Reports





REPORTS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES

(
Personnel Committee   (Rep. Richardson, Chair)




The Personnel Committee did not meet.








( State House Facilities Committee  (Sen. Gagnon, Chair) 










The State House Facilities Committee did not meet.

OLD BUSINESS


None

       



NEW BUSINESS

Item #1:  Requests for Interim Studies



President Daggett referred members to the suggested requirements and protocol information in their packet and asked David Boulter, Executive Director of the Legislative Council, to summarize for Council members the guidelines for the legislative studies.

Mr. Boulter outlined the informational sheet regarding the requirements and protocols relevant to studies in the 121st Legislature, 2nd Special Session for review of the study requests.  A copy of the requirements and protocols is attached to this Meeting Summary.  









Policy Issues Needing Decision

a) 
Number of authorized meetings and meeting location-Recommendation: Number of meetings not to exceed 4 and meetings to be held in Augusta area unless the Legislative Council specifies otherwise. 

b) Studies conducted using non-General Fund sources-Recommendation: Study committee may not convene until sufficient funds are received to pay for the study.

c) 
Preferred legislative instrument for establishing study committees-Recommendation: Use joint study orders, rather than resolves, when feasible.

Motion:  That the Legislative Council adopt the suggested protocol for deciding requests for interim studies and accept the recommendations of the policy issues.  (Motion by Speaker Colwell, second by Sen. Treat, unanimous).

Discussion:  Rep. Bruno asked what the Legislature’s budget was for interim studies.  Mr. Boulter said the study line in the budget is $20,300.  The estimated costs of the proposed studies is approximately $25,000, but if changes are made to study requests to conform to the Council’s decision to limit the number of meetings to 4,  (e.g. Taxation from 8 to 4 meetings), the budgeted amount would be sufficient to fund all the proposed studies. 

The Legislative Council’s action on study requests is included on the attached list.

Item #2:  Submission of Study Report



The Legislative Council received the following study report:





Committee to Study the Implementation of Privatization of the State’s Wholesale 





Liquor Business 

Motion:  That the Legislative Council accept the report and that it be placed on file.  

(Motion by Rep. Bowles, second by Sen. Davis, unanimous).  

Item #3:
Consideration of After Deadline Bill Requests

One deadline bill request was considered by the Legislative Council.  The Council’s action on this request is included on the attached list.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMARKS


None.

COLLECTIVE BARGAINING  (Executive Session)



None.




ADJOURNMENT


The Legislative Council meeting was adjourned at 2:40 p.m.  (Motion by Sen. Treat, second by Rep. Bowles, unanimous).

