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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL MEETING SUMMARY   July 7, 2005


MEETING SUMMARY

JULY 7, 2005

APPROVED AUGUST 25, 2005

CALL TO ORDER


The Chair, Speaker Richardson, called the Legislative Council meeting to order at 10:44 a.m. in the Legislative Council Chamber.  

ROLL CALL


Senators:




Sen. Brennan, Sen. Gagnon, Sen. Davis











Sen. Weston joined the meeting in progress











Absent:  President Edmonds


Representatives:

Speaker Richardson, Rep. Cummings, Rep. Bowles











Representatives Duplessie and Tardy joined the meeting 









in progress


Legislative Officers:
David Boulter, Executive Director, Legislative Council  










Grant Pennoyer, Director, Office of Fiscal and Program Review
 











David Elliott, Director, Office of Policy and Legal Analysis











Margaret Matheson, Revisor of Statutes











Lynn Randall, State Law Librarian

SUMMARIES OF THE JUNE 14 AND 15, 2005 COUNCIL MEETINGS


Motion:  That the Meeting Summaries of June 14 and 15, 2005 be accepted and placed on file.  (Motion by Rep. Bowles, second by Sen. Gagnon, unanimous).  

REPORTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND STAFF OFFICE DIRECTORS

· Executive Director’s Report
David Boulter, Executive Director of the Legislative Council reported to the Council that the summer facility renovation work had begun and should proceed without major disruption.  The first phase of the work will be outside, beginning with the south wing granite repointing.  In 

addition, the east porch roof will be replaced with copper and the penthouse mechanical room on the roof will be dismantled.  The south entrance to the State House will be closed during the renovation.  Inside work will include patching and painting on the third floor.  

No Council action required.    

· Fiscal Report 

Grant Pennoyer, Director of Fiscal and Program Review, presented his report to the Council.  He explained that the end of fiscal year financial data being presented was preliminary. 


1.   General Fund and Highway Fund Revenue Variances for FY 05      

·   Based on preliminary data, it appears that General Fund revenue for FY 05 will exceed projections by $25 million.  This amount is above the additional budgeted revenue of $27.7 million adjusted in early June by the Revenue Forecasting Committee.  Individual income tax revenue, despite the upward revision of $70 million in June, will be over budget by $10 million.  Corporate income tax revenues are above budget estimates by approximately $12.5 million.  Sales tax revenue appears to be the only major line with a significant negative variance and is likely to end the year $3.5 million under budget. 


·  No major variances in the Highway fund revenue in June are apparent, for a year-to-date variance of $3.0 million above projections.


2.  Revenue Forecasting Committee – Forecast Schedule

·  A joint meeting of the Revenue Forecasting Committee and the Consensus Economic Forecasting Commission was held on June 30, 2005.  The meeting’s primary focus was on ways to improve forecasting.  However, the members also discussed certain potential economic risks for Maine, the best way to deal with the uncertainty surrounding these risks and the timeliness of communicating information to the Governor and the Legislature.  Another joint meeting is planned for the early fall, when more economic information is available and certain decisions have been made. 


3.  Cash Trends

·  The General Fund average balance trend appears to have flattened out and may be trending downward.


· The Highway Fund balance trend also appears to have flattened out and has begun to trend downward.

Additional reserves, totaling approximately $11 million, will result from the General Fund revenue surplus and lapsed appropriation balances.  They should help reduce the amount of Tax Anticipation Notes that will be necessary to be issued on FY 06.

·     The Office of Fiscal and Program Review will be looking into the causes for the 

change in cash trends, which seem at variance with the surplus. 


· Office of Information Services’ Report 

Paul Mayotte, Director Legislative Information Services, submitted a written report to the 

Legislative Council.  In it he stated that:  

Bill Drafting System:


· HP has confirmed in writing that it is proceeding to correct all issues that were found during the last test cycle in the MELD bill drafting system.


· The system deficiencies will be installed as part of HP’s next software release in August.


· HP remains on schedule to complete the software project by the August deadline.
REPORTS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES

(
Personnel Committee   

Rep. Cummings, Chair of the Personnel Committee, reported that the Committee had met earlier 

that morning and considered the following items:

The Personnel Committee unanimously approved temporary disability income benefits as 

provided for in Section VI (H) of the Personnel Policies and Guidelines for a Senate 

employee.  

The Committee discussed the OPLA Director recruitment process for the director position 

being vacated by David Elliott on August 1st, and will make its recommendation for Council 

action under New Business, Item #2. 

The Committee also discussed a potential cost of living adjustment for legislative employees

in the MSEA bargaining unit, which will be further discussed in Executive Session.


The Personnel Committee met with Lynn Randall, State Law Librarian, for her annual 


performance evaluation.  No further action by the Legislative Council is required.  

( State House Facilities Committee  










Senator Gagnon, Chair, State House Facilities Committee, reported that the committee had not 



met this month, but will meet either in late July or early August.

OLD BUSINESS


None.

NEW BUSINESS


Item #1:  Establishment of Cloture Date for 2nd Regular Session
Margaret Matheson, Revisor of Statues, referred the Council members to her memo of June 24, 2005 in their packet.  The memo reminded the Legislative Council pursuant to the Joint Rules, the Legislative Council must establish a cloture date and related schedule for the filing of bill requests for the 2nd Regular Session.  The members reviewed the proposed schedule and generally agreed to Ms. Matheson’s recommended schedule, with two exceptions.  Members generally agreed that the proposed filing deadline for the cloture date of Wednesday, October 5th at 4:00 p.m. should be changed to Friday, October 7th at 4:00 p.m. and that the recommended bill signing day of December 16th may be problematic.  It was felt that the presiding officers could  establish a date for bill signing at a later time.

Motion:  That the Legislative Council adopt the cloture schedule for filing of legislative requests as recommended by the Revisor of Statutes, but with a filing deadline of October 7, 2005 at 4:00 p.m. and direct the Revisor to so notify Legislators, state agencies and the Governor’s office.  Further, that the presiding officers establish an appropriate and convenient bill signing day.  (Motion by Sen. Gagnon, second by Sen. Davis, unanimous).

A copy of the 121st bill cloture schedule is attached.  


Item #2:  Recruitment for Director, Office of Policy and Legal Analysis Vacancy 

David Elliott, Director of the Office of Policy and Legal Analysis, is retiring as of August 1, 2005 after 24 years of service in OPLA.  Executive Director Boulter presented a proposed recruitment plan to the Council that was recommended by the Personnel Committee.

Motion:  That the Legislative Council adopt the suggested recruitment plan for the position of director of the Office of Policy and Legal Analysis, and further authorize the Executive Director’s Office to administer such duties and details as necessary to implement the recruitment plan and solicit applications for the position.  (Motion by Rep. Cummings, second by Sen. Davis, unanimous). 

A copy of the proposed recruitment plan is attached. 


The Chair, Speaker Richardson asked if there was objection to taking an item out of order.  Hearing none, he proceeded to Item #4.

Item #4:
Salary Schedule Adjustment for Constitutional Officers and State Auditor


Motion:  That the Legislative Council approve salary adjustments for the Constitutional Officers and the State Auditor consistent with those increases recently awarded to Confidential Employees of State Government, effective the pay period closest to July 1, 2005.  (Motion by Rep. Cummings, second by Sen. Gagnon, unanimous).

COLLECTIVE BARGAINING  (Executive Session)


Article 54:  Contract re-opener for purpose of salary schedule adjustment. 


Motion:  That, in accordance with 1 MRSA, section 405, subsection 6, the Legislative Council 

enter into an executive session for the purposes of discussing re-opening collective bargaining agreement between MSEA and the Legislative Council, pursuant to Article 54.  (Motion by Rep. Tardy, second by Sen. Davis, unanimous).

The Legislative Council entered into Executive Session at 11:20 a.m. 
MEETING RECONVENED


The Council ended its Executive Session and reconvened in open session at 11:33 a.m. on the motion of Rep. Tardy, second by Sen. Brennan, unanimous.


Item #3:  Contract Re-opener Regarding Salary Schedule Adjustments.  

Motion:  That, pursuant to its authority under 26 MRSA, section 979-A, subsection 5, the Legislative Council ratifies the Agreement negotiated under Article 54 of the collective bargaining agreement and tentatively agreed to on July 6, 2005 by authorized representatives of the Legislative Council and the Maine State Employees Association, Local 1989, SEIU, AFL-CIO on behalf of the Administrative Unit of Legislative Employees.  The Agreement provides for 2 general salary increases of three percent (3%) in FY 06/07.  Such ratification is contingent upon and become effective only after the bargaining agent for the Administrative Unit of Legislative Employees has notified the Legislative Council representative that the unit has ratified the Agreement. 

Further, that the Legislative Council authorizes its Executive Director to enter into negotiations with the bargaining agent for the Independent Association of Nonpartisan Legislative Professionals (IANLP) over salary adjustments for legislative employees in the IANLP bargaining unit.  (Motion by Rep. Cummings, second by Rep. Tardy, unanimous).     

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMARKS


The Chair, Speaker Richardson and the members of the Legislative Council presented David Elliott with the Joint Resolution recognizing him upon his retirement, for his long and distinguished service to the Legislature and State Government.  


 David Elliott thanked the Council members for their kind words, and said he will miss the Legislature.   

ADJOURNMENT


The Legislative Council meeting was adjourned at 11:43 a.m.  (Motion by Rep. Duplessie, second by Sen. Davis, unanimous).   

