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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL MEETING SUMMARY   August 27, 2003


MEETING SUMMARY

August 27, 2003

Approved September 29, 2003

CALL TO ORDER


The Chair, President Daggett, called the Legislative Council meeting to order at 2:42 p.m. in the Legislative Council Chamber.

ROLL CALL


Senators:
President Daggett, Sen. Davis, Sen. Gagnon



Absent:  Sen. Treat, Sen. Woodcock


Representatives:
Rep. Duplessie, Rep. Bowles



Absent:  Speaker Colwell, Rep. Bruno, Rep. Richardson



(Rep. Richardson arrived at 3:12 p.m.)



Legislative Officers:
David Boulter, Executive Director, Legislative Council



Grant Pennoyer, Director, Office of Fiscal and Program Review



David Elliott, Director, Office of Policy and Legal Analysis



Margaret Matheson, Revisor of Statutes



Paul Mayotte, Director, Legislative Information Services


President Daggett called the roll and lacking a quorum she said that she would convene the meeting as an informational meeting until a quorum was present (arrival of Rep. Richardson).  She noted that at the start of the meeting there was a member of each caucus present.  If Rep. Richardson did not arrive before Sen. Davis had to leave the meeting and a vote was necessary, the Council would move for a preliminary vote on the item(s) requiring a decision.  President Daggett asked if the above procedure was acceptable to the Council members present.  Hearing no objection, President Daggett moved to the next items on the agenda.   
SUMMARY OF THE JULY 30, 2003 COUNCIL MEETING

Motion:  That the Meeting Summary of July 30, 2003 be accepted and placed on file.  (Motion by Sen. Davis, second by Rep. Duplessie, unanimous of those present).  (5-0)  (However, due to the lack of a quorum, the motion did not carry).

REPORTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND STAFF OFFICE DIRECTORS
· Executive Director’s Report

David Boulter, Executive Director of the Legislative Council reported on the following items:

1.
Renovations Update
Mr. Boulter reported that replacement of the West Wing roof has been postponed until Spring of 2004 due to the unavailability of the preferred copper roofing material that will extend the life of the roof an additional 30-40 years.  

2.
Work at East End of Capitol Park  
The Augusta Sanitary District would be making major repairs to a collapsed storm drain at the east end of Capitol Park.  This work will require the closing of the road between Union Street and Capitol Street (the private way across Capitol Park itself).  The construction will begin the week of September 1st and will take 2 to 4 weeks to be completed.

3.
Representative Stanley Moody’s August 27, 2003 Memo   
Executive Director Boulter referred members of the Legislative Council to a memo from Rep. Stanley Moody relating to First Park Corporation, Oakland, Maine, Item #1 under New Business.  Rep. Moody withdrew his request and therefore no further action is required of the Legislative Council.

4. 
Repointing of Buildings

Mr. Boulter reported that an assessment of cleaning and repointing the exterior of the State House is now underway.  A final report will be received within a couple of weeks.  It appears at this time that much of the State House has to be repointed; some areas have never been repointed since the original installation in 1910.

5.
North Parking Lot

Bollards are being installed in the north parking lot and Leadership parking in that area should only have minor disruptions during installation.  


No Council action required.  
      

(
Fiscal Report 

Grant Pennoyer, Director, Office of Fiscal and Program Review, gave a brief fiscal report.  

1.
  General Fund and Highway Fund Revenue Variances for July 2003

Mr. Pennoyer noted that Council members should have received the Commissioner’s revenues for July.  The General Fund revenues were over budget projections by $11.3 million; the major contributor for the positive variance was the Individual Income Tax revenues which were over budget by $11.9 million.  He cautioned that Maine Revenue Services and OFPR believe the receipt of additional revenues was a timing issue only and not an indicator of actual additional revenues for the year. 

2.
  Highway Fund

Total Highway Fund revenue was over budget by $0.8 million in July.  The positive revenue variances continue to be led by Motor Vehicle Registration and Fees.

3.  General Fund Year-end Transfers
Mr. Pennoyer provided to Legislative Council members information on General Fund year-end transfers, comparing the new transfer priorities and amounts established during the 121st Legislature’s First Regular Session to the transfer priorities under prior law.

4.
  Cash Pool Status
Mr. Pennoyer also provided Council members with information on the Cash Pool status.  The General Fund has a positive balance of $62.3 million in July, but absent the $275 million TAN, the General Fund would have been $212.7 million negative in July.  



No Council action required.



President Daggett asked if there was objection to taking an item out of order.  Hearing none, the Chair then moved to Old Business, Item #2.  

OLD BUSINESS
Item #2:  Funding of Human Resources Director Position

Executive Director Boulter reminded Council members that in February, 2003 the Council unanimously authorized the creation of a human resources position to serve the Legislature, contingent upon the position being funded within existing budgeted resources.  Mr. Boulter proposed funding the position in the current legislative budget through the elimination of 1 position (in the Law Library, now vacant), and converting 3 full-time positions (2 in the Revisor’s Office and 1 in OPLA) to session only or part-time positions.  After having consulted with the office directors, he believes the proposed position changes will not adversely affect the operation of the Legislature.  Mr. Boulter recommended that the Council authorize the Executive Director to make necessary position and funding adjustments to fully fund the human resources position.

Motion:  That the Legislative Council authorize the Executive Director’s Office to proceed with implementing the human resources position and to fund the position within the Legislature’s existing budgeted resources.  (Motion by Sen. Gagnon, second by Rep. Bowles, unanimous 5 – 0 – 0 – 5).  However, due to the lack of a quorum for this vote, the motion did not carry.  President Daggett indicated that this matter will be re-presented at a subsequent meeting.


President Daggett moved to New Business, Item #2.
NEW BUSINESS

Item #2:
Authorization for Acceptance of Funds for Legislative Studies

Chair Daggett reminded members of the Council’s decision to review any non-state funds received to fund legislative studies to ensure there was not a conflict of interest in accepting such funds.  The following entities proposed to contribute funds in the amounts noted toward the noted studies.  




-
The Commission to Study the Scope and Quality of Citizenship Education 






(letter from Terry Pickeral, Executive Director, National Center for Learning






and Citizenship)





-
The Commission to Study the Scope and Quality of  Citizenship Education 






(Certification Relating to Contribution for Study from Patrick Phillips,






Deputy Commissioner, Corporation for National and Community Services) 


-
Resolve To Study Obesity and Methods to
 Decrease the Cost of Health Care and 



Increase the Public Health  (letter and Certification Relating to Contribution for 



Study from John A. LaCasse, President and CEO, Medical Care Development)



Motion:  That the Legislative Council accept the funds received regarding the above studies.  


(Motion by Sen. Gagnon, second by Rep. Duplessie)




Discussion:  Rep. Bowles requested that the Council take separate votes on acceptance of 


the above study funds.  Sen. Gagnon amended his original motion for separate votes.  



(Motion by Sen. Gagnon, second by Rep. Duplessie, unanimous)

 



-
The Commission to Study the Scope and Quality of Citizenship Education 






(letter from Terry Pickeral, Executive Director, National Center for Learning






and Citizenship)



The contributor is the National Center for Learning and Citizenship at the education commission of the states.  It proposed to provide financial support in the amount $2,000.

Motion:  That the Legislative Council accept the funds received from the National 

Center for Learning and Citizenship.  (Motion by Sen. Gagnon, second by Rep. 

Duplessie, unanimous, 6 – 0 – 0 – 4).





-
The Commission to Study the Scope and Quality of Citizenship Education 






(Certification Relating to Contribution for Study from Patrick Phillips,






Deputy Commissioner, Corporation for National and Community Services) 

The contributor is the Corporation for National and Community Services and is a grant 

funded through the Department of  Education in the amount of $2,920.00.

Motion:  That the Legislative Council accept the funds from the Corporation for 

National and Community Services.  (Motion by Sen. Gagnon, second Rep. Duplessie, 

unanimous,  6 – 0 – 0 – 4).      

-
Resolve To Study Obesity and Methods to
 Decrease the Cost of Health Care and 



Increase the Public Health  (letter and Certification Relating to Contribution for 



Study from John A. LaCasse, President and CEO, Medical Care Development)
The contributor is Medical Care Development Inc.  It proposed to provide financial support in the amount $7,280.00.   

Motion:  That the Legislative Council accept the funds from Medical Care Development, Inc.  (Motion by Sen. Gagnon, second by Rep. Duplessie, 

failed  5 – 1 – 0 – 4, Rep. Bowles opposed).

President Daggett requested that Mr. Boulter inform Mr. LaCasse that the Legislature would not be accepting the Medical Care Development’s proposed contribution at this time.  

REPORTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND STAFF OFFICE DIRECTORS (con’t)

(
Office of Information Services’ Report  

Paul Mayotte, Director, Legislative Information Services, reported to the Council on the following:

Migration – Bill Drafting System
-
HP has installed the revised bill drafting system software in order to test the software.

HP did clear the existing problem log items and made significant improvement in the application performance.  Testing was completed on August 7, 2003.  The Executive Director, Revisor of Statutes and Mr. Mayotte met to review HP’s test and identified several new problem log items found as a result of the testing.  There were several areas where the Legislature requires a better performance than that achieved.

Mr. Mayotte, Mr. Boulter and Ms. Matheson met with HP senior management on Friday, 

August 22, 2003 to review the Legislature’s concerns.  HP responded on 

August 27, 2003 committing to clear all existing old and new problem log items no later 

than September 24, 2003 and is working on making the additional performance 

improvements that the Legislature had requested.

Mr. Mayotte reported that several more weeks of work were required by HP. 


Virus Protection

Mr. Mayotte reported that the Legislature is experiencing very high volumes of incoming infected e-mails that his office successfully eliminated without service disruption.  He reminded Council members that the Legislature has three levels of protection in place – firewall, mail service and desktop.  


No Council action required.    


(
Office of Policy and Legal Analysis

David Elliott, Director, Office Policy and Legal Analysis, reported that starting next month he would be providing updates on interim studies.  Currently there are 21 interim studies that require legislative appointments.  Of the 21: 10 are 95% to 100% complete; 3 are over 50% complete; 7 have some appointments made but not at the 50% level; and 1 is still waiting the first appointment.

No Council action required.  





REPORTS FROM COUNCIL COMMITTEES


(
Personnel Committee   



No report.  The Personnel Committee meeting originally scheduled for August 27, 2003 was

 

cancelled.


( State House Facilities Committee 



Sen. Gagnon, Chair, State House Facilities Committee, reported that the Committee would be 



meeting on September 10, 2003 at 1:00 p.m. in the Legislative Council Chamber.

OLD BUSINESS

Item #1:  Council Actions Taken by Ballot

Executive Director Boulter provided Council members with a list of actions taken by ballot by the Legislative Council since its July 30, 2003 meeting.

No Council action required.

NEW BUSINESS

Item #1:
First Park Corporation, Oakland, Maine  (at the request of Rep. Lisa Marraché and 





Rep. Stanley Moody) 






Request has been withdrawn by Rep. Moody.

COLLECTIVE BARGAINING  (Executive Session)


Motion:  That, in accordance with 1 MRSA section 405, subsection 6, the Legislative Council enter into an executive session with its counsel and negotiators for the purposes of discussing labor contracts and proposals involving MSEA and its represented legislative employees.  (Motion Sen. Gagnon, second by Rep. Duplessie, unanimous).  

The Council proceeded to go into Executive Session at 3:15 p.m.

 MEETING RECONVENED


The Council ended its Executive Session and reconvened in open session at 3:39 p.m. on the motion of Sen. Gagnon, second by Rep. Duplessie, unanimous.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REMARKS


None





ADJOURNMENT


The Legislative Council meeting was adjourned at 3:40 p.m.  (Motion by Rep. Duplessie, second by Sen. Gagnon, unanimous). 
