Good morning, I’m Emily Cain  –  State Representative from Orono and leader of the Maine State House Democrats. 

Thank you for tuning in.
This week our country is still reeling from the tragedy in Arizona. As we mourn for those we lost and pray for those who are recovering, our nation has started a dialogue on how we can be better – how we can set better tone in our politics and how we can better help those who struggle with mental health. 
This conversation could not come at a better time. 
On Monday, our nation celebrates Martin Luther King Day. On this day we remember a man that preached non-violence. 
Martin Luther King Day is a reminder of how far we have come as a nation, and the Arizona tragedy reminds us of how far we still have to go. 

We should not continue a national or state dialogue framed by violent rhetoric.  Democrats and Republicans must work together on the problems facing our country.
Maine people are counting on us to put politics aside and focus on the biggest challenge facing our state – growing our economy in a sustainable way. Democrats want to work with Republicans to do just that.
That starts with working together to find common ground. While we may disagree sometimes, we can do it thoughtfully. 
State economists tell us that Maine has started to embark on economic recovery – albeit slow. Maine is already ahead of the nation in showing signs of job growth.  

The latest state unemployment rate is 2 percent lower than the national average. 

While Maine families are still struggling, these numbers begin to tell us that there is light at the end of the tunnel. We are seeing that the investments we made during the down turn have begun to pay off and have positioned us well.  
Democrats are proud of the investments we made in our universities and community colleges, in our roads and our technology infrastructure, and in our energy and conservation sectors.  
Our state has worked well with the federal government and our Congressional leaders to maximize these investments for Maine people and businesses. 

Democrats and Republicans must continue to make the kinds of deliberate investments in research and development, our energy resources, and our transportation and technology infrastructure because we’ve seen the results. 
In Washington County investments in our states energy infrastructure are already creating jobs – and diversifying our energy options. 
The tidal power company Ocean Renewable Power made headlines last year as its 60-kilowatt turbine-generator successfully produced electricity consumers could use, and next year the company plans to install a 150-kilowatt system in the waters off Eastport. 

While generating energy, the company also generated local jobs. Ocean Renewable Power has created more than 70 jobs in eight Maine communities, pouring more than $5 million into the local economy over the last five years, and it expects to produce hundreds more in the next 10 years.
This is one story of many in Maine that shows investment must be part of our state strategy to emerge stronger from this recession. 

Democrats want to work together with Republicans to build on the success we already started to move our state forward not backwards. 




