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Thank you for tuning in this morning. I’m State Rep. Bob Duchesne of Hudson. 
I’m also the lead House Democrat on the Environment and Natural Resources Committee and the new regulatory fairness committee. 
This week, Governor Paul LePage rolled out his plan to repeal many of Maine’s long-standing environmental protections. Citizens state-wide are stunned. Of the 63 recommendations, more than half rolled back protections to the health, safety, and welfare of Maine citizens. The worst  would repeal new rules that protect children from a potentially toxic chemical called Bisphenol A. Nine states and Canada have already taken action to reduce childhood exposure to this chemical.
So, seriously, is there a business in Maine that suggested to the governor that we put this chemical back into children’s baby bottles and sippy cups?  
Another proposal would gut the entire Kid Safe Product Act that was passed almost unanimously by the Maine Legislature two years ago. Yet another proposal suggests scrapping plans to reduce sulfur content in fuel. Maine leads the nation in childhood asthma. Is dirty air the price our children are supposed to pay for making the state more business friendly?
Here’s something we really didn’t expect from this governor. Time and again he said he would tell Washington to leave us alone. And now his 12th recommendation is to let Washington decide what our environmental statutes and standards should be.  #14 lets Washington decide what our sulfur dioxide standard is. #19 lets Washington decide what our recycling standards are. #26 lets Washington decide how we deal with hazardous substances. #30, 31, and 32 lets Washington decide how we deal with hazardous waste. #52 lets Washington decide how we deal with storm water runoff that lowers our water quality and harms our trout streams. What happened?
Get this: on the very last proposal, the governor would require the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife to provide comprehensive evidence of wildlife habitat before delaying a project for it, quote, unquote. 
Let me get this straight. The department is already underfunded because it is paid for solely by licenses and fees from Maine’s hunters and fishermen. We’re now going to take that money that was intended to protect the deer herd, and use it to protect developers?
 If the developer wants to cut down a potential deer wintering yard, he should at least pay for his own study and leave our sportsmen out of it. 
The Governor proposes to eliminate the Board of Environmental Protection and rezone three million acres of the north woods for development. Maine people believe that our economy needs logging trucks in that forest, not condos. 
Democrats stand with you. We agree with you that Maine’s brand is based on its environment and natural resources. 
We will work with the majority party in the legislature to find common ground on reforming, innovating, and streamlining our state’s regulations to make it easier for businesses to grow and do business here. 
But Democrats will not back down from our commitment to Maine people to protect clean air, clean water, and our natural heritage. 
Frankly, we hope our colleagues across the aisle will stand with us to prevent the governor and special out-of-state interests from rolling back our strong environmental protections. 
If none of this is bad enough, let’s get back to the central argument that Governor LePage made in rolling out this package in the first place; he says it’s about helping Maine businesses and growing Maine jobs. 
This package would have the opposite effect. At more than 10 billion dollars per year, the tourism industry is Maine’s leading economic driver and the very definition of our state beyond our borders. 
Clean Maine seafood and produce is respected and envied worldwide. 
Our economy benefits from this reputation and it's only possible because we've committed to cleaner and healthier standards than the federal minimums that are good enough for states like New Jersey and Texas. 
All of these industries that define the Maine brand and drive the Maine economy are at serious risk if the measures in Governor LePage’s proposals are carried out.
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