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Democratic Radio Address – 
Governor’s energy proposal bad for business
 
Good morning, I’m Rep. Jon Hinck of Portland. 
Thank you for tuning in. 

 

This week, Governor Paul LePage introduced a proposal to revamp our state’s energy laws. 

The Governor is proposing to reverse our commitment to renewable energy and energy efficiency.  

Until now, we have had a broad consensus in support of developing new, clean, cost effective and home grown energy resources. 

For years, the legislature’s energy committee, on which I serve, has had a tradition of passing unanimous policies supported by Democrats, Republicans and Independents.  Last year, the committee voted out every one of 37 bills with unanimous votes. 

Our collaboration, along with free market investment and ingenuity, has brought jobs to Maine and has started lowering our energy costs.

Now the governor’s late and sudden proposal would reverse that progress and maintain our unfortunate dependence on fossil fuel power from out-of-state. 

With the price of gas hovering close to $4 a gallon, we have fresh reminders at the pump every day of why it is better to make energy from the resources here in Maine. 

Is there any explanation of why the governor would support policies that continue our dependence on oil? 

He claims that it can save the ratepayer some money, but as one local business stated in testimony on the Governor’s bill: “This is jumping over dollars to get to nickels.”

Maine Businesses and Maine people from across the state responded quickly to the surprise proposal.  The overwhelming majority of those who turned out to testify came out against the governor’s proposal to gut the state’s investment in renewable energy and energy efficiency.  

The message was clear and consistent: the governor’s proposal will undercut job creation and without lower energy costs.

The Industrial Energy Consumer Group, representing major employers like Verso Paper in Bucksport and Jay, told us that “harmful consequences” of the bill’s passage would be undercutting job growth and lost energy investment, without creating energy savings. 

Biomass, tidal, and wind power investments in rural Maine total hundreds of millions of dollars, generating jobs and contributing to the property tax base.

Plus, Maine’s investment in energy efficiency has helped hundreds of businesses and families across the state lower their energy costs. It has also created jobs for energy efficiency contractors and spurred growth in the ener industry in our state. 

Maine companies like Reny’s and Hannaford Supermarkets have used energy efficiency programs to save on heating and cooling costs while increasing their bottom line. 

What we heard from business after business was that this bill is anti-jobs and shortsighted. Maine has a reputation nationally for its leadership on biomass, tidal and wind power innovation. 

Pulling investment in these Maine based power sources now is penny wise and pound foolish. 

As a result of careful attention to energy policy, we have begun to lower energy costs for businesses and residential consumers, while also setting us on a course to achieve greater energy independence in the long run. 

We know that lower energy cost is a top priority for Maine people and businesses. But the governor’s proposal to hamper energy development in Maine and scale back on investments in the cheapest energy source – energy efficiency -- does not get us there. The fact is the Governor’s proposal takes Maine backwards. 

We should continue to support energy efficiency and the development of Maine’s energy resources.  

This Rep. Jon Hinck. Thank you for listening and enjoy your weekend. 

 
