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Democratic Radio Address – 
Rep. MacDonald says governor’s gaffes are consistent with extreme Republican agenda  

 

Good morning, I’m Rep. Bruce MacDonald of Boothbay. 

 

Thank you for tuning in.

 

Three consecutive weeks of public outcry, political discussion, and significant media attention about the Governor’s decision to remove a mural depicting Maine’s labor history from the wall of the Maine 

Department of Labor finally drew fire from his own party. Last week eight Republican state senators rebuked the move publicly and called for the Governor to stop the “distractions.”

 

 As we approach the 100 day mark of the LePage administration’s time in office,  we appreciate our Republican colleagues finally joining us in saying “enough is enough,” on the dramatics coming from the Governor’s office that are wasting everyone’s time. What concerns Democrats, though, is that Republicans in the Legislature are criticizing his approach while standing firm with the Governor on what is truly dangerous – a policy agenda that punishes Maine people and moves our state backwards. 

 

Maine Republicans ran a campaign on job creation and smaller government.  Yet the key proposals they have championed do neither. 

 

We’ve seen proposals to repeal child labor protections, prevent workers from organizing for fair wages and safe work places; to relax protections around toxic chemicals in food products and children’s toys; to make it harder for legal residents to vote; and to increase the profits of insurance and pharmaceutical companies on the backs of seniors and working people. 

 

We’ve even heard one Republican senator say she’d like to give the chemical industry a greater voice in Augusta.

 

These bills are not being proposed by Governor LePage, although he’s indicating support for most of them. They’re coming from Republicans in the legislature who won control of the state in November on a message of jobs and the economy, and are instead governing with a misdirected agenda of rolling back health, safety and fairness standards that do nothing to help Maine compete. 

 

It is these more serious policy issues that alarm Democrats – and should alarm all Maine people. 

 

While Republican legislators say they don’t like the governor’s message, the extreme agenda they support shows they are in lock step with the governor’s gameplan – no matter how offensive and extreme it may seem. 

 

Maine people sent their representatives to Augusta with a mandate to help create jobs and grow our economy.  

 

New jobs and a strong economy come from smart tax and investment policies that benefit our local small businesses, our traditional industries, and help attract new industries to our state. 

 

Tax breaks to out of state corporations and millionaires won’t stimulate the economy.  When working people have more money in their pockets they spend it locally in our communities. When rich people get tax breaks they don’t need, they just put it in the bank. 

 

If we want to make our state more attractive to out of state companies looking for the best and brightest students, we need to invest in education and prepare our kids for the jobs of the future.

 

We need proposals to lower energy and health care costs. 1,000 business owners surveyed by the Maine State Chamber of Commerce said high health care and energy costs were the top two challenges to doing business in our state.  We need legislation that supports efficiency programs and supports energy from resources beyond oil. 

 

We need to create an insurance marketplace that has a top priority of quality coverage for every Mainer that is there for us when we actually need it. Instead, the majority party is proposing that we take away the promise that our children and elderly have access to quality health care. 

 

Maine’s economy won’t improve because Republicans allow more arsenic in shellfish processing or allow children to work longer hours on a school night for less money, or put up barriers to vote for legal residents.

 

Democrats want to focus on policies that really stimulate our economy, not move our state backwards.

 

Thank you for listening. 
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