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State of Maine 
ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE 

COMMITTEE ON TAXATION 
 

 
Meeting Summary – November 9, 2011 

 
The Joint Standing Committee on Taxation held its final interim meeting on November 9, 2011.  
The Committee convened at approximately 11:15 shortly after the subcommittee on tax reform 
adjourned.  The Committee started with introductions and took the agenda out of order 
discussing tax expenditure first followed by the update from the subcommittee on tax reform and 
concluding with a review carryover bills after lunch.  
  
Highlights related to tax expenditures evaluation and review 
 The Committee reviewed a draft Committee bill that requires the Taxation Committee to use 

specific criteria to evaluate new tax expenditures proposals in legislation that comes before 
the Committee. (See Attachment A. To be revised per Committee vote.)  

 The Committee discussed amending the bill to include a process for the Taxation Committee 
to provide an advisory opinion to other policy committees when legislation that proposes 
new tax expenditures is referred the other policy committee.  

 The Committee voted to approve the bill as amendment and it will be reviewed when the 
Legislature convenes in January. 

 The Committee also discussed legislation for reviewing current expenditures, but decided to 
use current statutory authority to work on the evaluation of current tax expenditures during 
next session.  

 
Highlights related to restructuring tax laws 
 The chair of the subcommittee provided an update on the last of the 5 small group 

discussions.  
 The subcommittee believes that the conversations were worthwhile and productive, and there 

is a need for further work. However, it seems clear that the timing isn’t right for 
comprehensive reform. 

 The three members of the subcommittee have not met to talk about how they want to 
proceed.  It was suggested that there may be more discussion during the next session. 

 Some members of the Committee expressed a continued interest in working on reform.  The 
Committee will wait until the new Senate Chair is appointed to discuss priorities and 
workload before continuing discussions about an ongoing process.  
  

Highlights related to review of carry over bills 
 The Committee reviewed the remaining carryover bills. 
 The carryover bill worksheet provides action taken to date. (See Attachment B.) 
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Wrap-up  
The Joint Standing Committee on Taxation held 4 meetings during the interim.  The Committee:  

 developed draft principles for taxation in Maine; 
 held subcommittee discussions with outside experts on restructuring Maine’s tax 

laws;  
 agreed that the time may not be right for comprehensive tax reform; however some  

Committee members expressed interest in a process for continued work on tax laws 
next session;  

 voted to finalize a Committee bill that creates a process using specific criteria to 
review proposals for new or expanded tax expenditures that come before the 
Committee on a prospective basis;   

 agreed to use existing statutory authority to review current tax expenditures next 
session; and 

 voted 2 of the 12 carryover bills. 
 
For more information go to: www.maine.gov/legis/ofpr/taxation_committee/interim_schedule. 
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