CITIZEN TRADE POLICY COMMISSION
MEETING

February 19, 2010

Summary

Members Attending:

Sen. Troy Jackson; Sen. Stan Gerzofsky; Rep. Sharon Treat; John Patrick; Joseph Woodbury; John Palmer; Cynthia Phinney; Malcolm Burson; Sarah Bigney; Michael Roland; Linda Pistner

Staff Attending:

Linda Nickerson, Judy Gopaul

Sen. Jackson called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  Introductions were made.
Buy America Negotiations – Canada:

Sara Bigney gave an update of the “Buy America Negotiations”.  

CTPC Letter to USTR – Prescription Drugs:

Rep. Treat reminded members that at the January meeting, members voted to send a letter regarding pharmaceutical pricing restraints and that she would also provide oral testimony at the March 3rd USTR hearing on the Special 301 reports being held in Washington, DC.  Discussion followed on how pharmaceutical pricing provisions affect state Medicaid programs and whether USTR understands the implications.  Whatever policy is pursued, USTR should be aware and take measures so that states do not get hurt as a result.  Rep. Treat will give an update at the next meeting on the results of the hearing.
Water Extraction Report to Natural Resources Committee and Forum’s Assessment:

Rep. Rotundo was not available, item tabled for next meeting.

Work Plan for 2010:
Discussion followed on the paper industry issue and significant subsidies being given to China and Indonesia; health care pharmaceutical issues, institutional issues such as relationships with USTR and states, educational components for members and communication.
John Palmer advised members that manufactured housing in Maine has been adversely affected by imports from Canada and how regulations, licensing, workers’ compensation, use of subcontractors, etc. have been violated.  Sen. Jackson suggested getting Maine Revenue Services involved.  John will try to get a speaker from the housing board to attend an upcoming meeting.  Sarah suggested sending a letter of introduction to them of who the members are with a brief description.
Meeting Schedule for FY2010:
The following is an established meeting date schedule. 

· March 19

· April 16

· May 21

· June 18

· July 16

· August – to be determined

· September 17

· October 15

· November 19

· December 17

Rep. Treat mentioned that the Council of State Governments will be holding the Eastern Regional Conference August 15-18 at the Holiday Inn By the Bay, Portland, Maine and possibly the Commission could schedule a meeting or presentation with them.
John Hennessy from Council of State Government spoke with members and agreed that holding a panel discussion on trade policies, etc. at the conference in August was a great idea.  He will follow up with Rep. Treat on coordinating it.
Public Hearing Date/Location:

After lengthy discussion it was determined to hold the mandated CTPC Public Hearing May 6th, 6:00 p.m. at Oxford Hills High School.  John Palmer will finalize the meeting location and report back.  Subject matter will focus on international trade, impact, and receive testimony from the public on these areas.
Agenda Items for Next Meeting:
· Update on Council of State Government meeting and panel discussion in August

· Water extraction report and assessment

· USTR update

· Work plan for 2010 (report from sub-committee)
Adjournment:

Motion made by Rep. Treat to adjourn.  Seconded by Joseph Woodbury.  Vote, unanimous.  The meeting adjourned at 11:45 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda B. Nickerson
