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STATE OF MAINE

ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION
JOURNAL OF THE SENATE
In Senate Chamber

 Wednesday

 May 27, 2009

Senate called to order by President Elizabeth H. Mitchell of Kennebec County.

_________________________________

Prayer by Reverend Dr. Jodi Cohen Hayashida, First Universalist Church of Auburn.

REVEREND HAYASHIDA:  Let us pray.  Holy God, that which is within us and among us, help us to be open to Your presence now.  We begin in gratitude for the gifts of this day, for the rising of the sun and warming of the air, the falling of the rain and the greening of the earth.  It is good to begin each morning with memory of those gifts, freely given, and of the abundance that always surrounds us.  We offer thanks for this gathering of men and women.  Public service is never an easy task.  It requires patience, commitment, energy, a willingness to listen to those with whom we do not agree, a willingness to speak our truth even when we fear it will not be well received, and yet here stand these people willing to do this work.  It is no small thing and for it we are grateful, especially because these are not the best of times.  This Body is faced with decisions that are at times uncomfortable and at times downright painful.  Help them to remain committed to this work, this process, with compassion, with love, and with hope that what they do will make a difference and will serve the people well.  Help them to remember that they are here because thousands of people believe that they are the right people to be making these choices.  May they carry that knowledge within themselves as a challenge to do the best they can and a comfort because having such faith is a form of grace.  May they prove themselves worthy of it.  Amen.  Blessed be.

_________________________________

Reading of the Journal of Tuesday, May 26, 2009.

_________________________________

COMMUNICATIONS
The Following Communication: 
S.P. 566

STATE OF MAINE
124TH MAINE LEGISLATURE
May 26, 2009

Sen. Dennis S. Damon

Senate Chair, Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources

Rep. Leila J. Percy

House Chair, Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources

124th Legislature

Augusta, ME 04333

Dear Senator Damon and Representative Percy:

Please be advised that Governor John E. Baldacci has withdrawn his nomination of Sean Mahoney for appointment to the Marine Resource Advisory Council, pursuant to Title 3 M.R.S.A. § 154.

This nomination is currently pending before the Joint Standing Committee on Marine Resources.

Sincerely,

S/Elizabeth H. Mitchell 

President of the Senate

S/Hannah M. Pingree

Speaker of the House

READ and REFERRED to the Committee on MARINE RESOURCES.

Sent down for concurrence.

_________________________________

The Following Communication: 
S.C. 366

STATE OF MAINE
ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY
May 22, 2009

Honorable Elizabeth H. Mitchell, President of the Senate

Honorable Hannah M. Pingree, Speaker of the House

124th Legislature

State House

Augusta, Maine 04333

Dear President Mitchell and Speaker Pingree:


Pursuant to Joint Rule 310, we are writing to notify you that the Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry has voted unanimously to report the following bills out "Ought Not to Pass":

L.D. 474
An Act To Clarify Land Planning in the Unorganized and Deorganized Townships

L.D. 558
An Act To Amend Notification Procedures of the Maine Land Use Regulation Commission

L.D. 1294
An Act To Amend the Laws Governing the Public Hearing Process for the Board of Pesticides Control

We have also notified the sponsors and cosponsors of each bill listed of the Committee's action.


Sincerely,

S/Sen. John M. Nutting

Senate Chair

S/Rep. Wendy Pieh

House Chair

READ and with accompanying papers ORDERED PLACED ON FILE.

_________________________________

The Following Communication: 
S.C. 367

STATE OF MAINE
ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE
COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY
May 22, 2009

Honorable Elizabeth H. Mitchell, President of the Senate

Honorable Hannah M. Pingree, Speaker of the House

124th Legislature

State House

Augusta, Maine 04333

Dear President Mitchell and Speaker Pingree:


Pursuant to Joint Rule 310, we are writing to notify you that the Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary has voted unanimously to report the following bill out "Ought Not to Pass":

L.D. 1472
An Act To Require a Municipality To Quiet Title to Certain Roads Acquired by Adverse Possession

We have also notified the sponsor and cosponsors of the Committee's action.

Sincerely,

S/Sen. Lawrence S. Bliss

Senate Chair

S/Rep. Charles R. Priest

House Chair

READ and with accompanying papers ORDERED PLACED ON FILE.

_________________________________

The Following Communication: 
H.C. 187

STATE OF MAINE
CLERK'S OFFICE
2 STATE HOUSE STATION
AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333
May 26, 2009


Honorable Joy J. O'Brien

Secretary of the Senate

124th Maine Legislature

Augusta, Maine  04333

Dear Secretary O'Brien:

The House voted today to adhere to its previous action whereby it accepted the Majority Ought Not to Pass Report of the Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety on Bill "An Act Pertaining to the Possession of Animal Fighting Paraphernalia" (H.P. 151) (L.D. 186) 

Sincerely,

S/Millicent M. MacFarland

Clerk of the House

READ and ORDERED PLACED ON FILE.

_________________________________

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES
House
Ought to Pass As Amended
The Committee on BUSINESS, RESEARCH AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT on Bill "An Act To Establish the Maine Fuel Board"




H.P. 1007  L.D. 1455

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-345).

Comes from the House with the Report READ and ACCEPTED and the Bill PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (H-345).

Report READ and ACCEPTED, in concurrence.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-345) READ and ADOPTED, in concurrence.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

The Committee on INLAND FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE on Bill "An Act Relating to Interference with Navigation on Inland Waters"




H.P. 303  L.D. 415

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-304).

Comes from the House with the Report READ and ACCEPTED and the Bill PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (H-304).

Report READ and ACCEPTED, in concurrence.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-304) READ and ADOPTED, in concurrence.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

The Committee on JUDICIARY on Bill "An Act To Increase the Jurisdictional Limit for Small Claims"




H.P. 331  L.D. 443

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-335).

Comes from the House with the Report READ and ACCEPTED and the Bill PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (H-335).

Report READ and ACCEPTED, in concurrence.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-335) READ and ADOPTED, in concurrence.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

The Committee on JUDICIARY on Bill "An Act To Allow the Award of Court Costs or Attorney's Fees in Protection from Harassment Actions"




H.P. 471  L.D. 657

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-336).

Comes from the House with the Report READ and ACCEPTED and the Bill PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (H-336).

Report READ and ACCEPTED, in concurrence.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-336) READ and ADOPTED, in concurrence.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

The Committee on JUDICIARY on Bill "An Act To Streamline the Process for Court-ordered Mental Health Examinations in Criminal Cases"




H.P. 824  L.D. 1200

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-337).

Comes from the House with the Report READ and ACCEPTED and the Bill PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (H-337).

Report READ and ACCEPTED, in concurrence.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-337) READ and ADOPTED, in concurrence.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

The Committee on LEGAL AND VETERANS AFFAIRS on Bill "An Act To Improve Transportation for Veterans"




H.P. 601  L.D. 870

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-342).

Comes from the House with the Report READ and ACCEPTED and the Bill PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (H-342).

Report READ and ACCEPTED, in concurrence.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-342) READ and ADOPTED, in concurrence.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

The Committee on NATURAL RESOURCES on Bill "An Act To Continue To Reduce Mercury Use and Emissions"




H.P. 717  L.D. 1042

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-346).

Comes from the House with the Report READ and ACCEPTED and the Bill PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (H-346).

Report READ and ACCEPTED, in concurrence.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-346) READ and ADOPTED, in concurrence.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

The Committee on NATURAL RESOURCES on Bill "An Act To Update the Site Location of Development Laws"




H.P. 887  L.D. 1268

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-339).

Comes from the House with the Report READ and ACCEPTED and the Bill PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (H-339).

Report READ and ACCEPTED, in concurrence.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-339) READ and ADOPTED, in concurrence.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

The Committee on NATURAL RESOURCES on Bill "An Act To Clarify the Laws Regarding Significant Groundwater Wells"




H.P. 888  L.D. 1269

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-340).

Comes from the House with the Report READ and ACCEPTED and the Bill PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (H-340).

Report READ and ACCEPTED, in concurrence.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-340) READ and ADOPTED, in concurrence.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

The Committee on TAXATION on Bill "An Act To Amend the Maine Estate Tax"




H.P. 653  L.D. 950

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-334).

Comes from the House with the Report READ and ACCEPTED and the Bill PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (H-334).

Report READ and ACCEPTED, in concurrence.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-334) READ and ADOPTED, in concurrence.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

The Committee on UTILITIES AND ENERGY on Bill "An Act To Amend the Charter of the Clinton Water District"




H.P. 959  L.D. 1369

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-338).

Comes from the House with the Report READ and ACCEPTED and the Bill PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (H-338).

Report READ and ACCEPTED, in concurrence.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-338) READ and ADOPTED, in concurrence.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

Divided Report
The Majority of the Committee on AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY on Bill "An Act To Transfer the Operation of the Fort Knox State Historic Site to the Friends of Fort Knox"




H.P. 354  L.D. 509

Reported that the same Ought Not to Pass.

Signed:

Senators:


BRYANT of Oxford


SHERMAN of Aroostook


Representatives:


McCABE of Skowhegan


PERCY of Phippsburg


PIEH of Bremen


SMITH of Monmouth


PRATT of Eddington


CRAY of Palmyra


KENT of Woolwich


O'BRIEN of Lincolnville

The Minority of the same Committee on the same subject reported that the same Ought To Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-61).

Signed:

Senator:


NUTTING of Androscoggin

Representatives:


GIFFORD of Lincoln


EDGECOMB of Caribou

Comes from the House with the Majority OUGHT NOT TO PASS Report READ and ACCEPTED.

Reports READ.

On motion by Senator BRYANT of Oxford, the Majority OUGHT NOT TO PASS Report ACCEPTED, in concurrence.

_________________________________

Divided Report
The Majority of the Committee on CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY on Bill "An Act To Increase the Safety of Maine State Troopers"




H.P. 963  L.D. 1373

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-322).

Signed:

Senators:


GERZOFSKY of Cumberland


DAVIS of Cumberland

Representatives:


HASKELL of Portland


LAJOIE of Lewiston


GREELEY of Levant


SCHATZ of Blue Hill


PLUMMER of Windham


BURNS of Whiting


WHEELER of Kittery


SYKES of Harrison

The Minority of the same Committee on the same subject reported that the same Ought Not To Pass.

Signed:

Senator:


NUTTING of Androscoggin

Representatives:


HANLEY of Gardiner


MAGNAN of Stockton Springs

Comes from the House with the Majority OUGHT TO PASS AS AMENDED Report READ and ACCEPTED and the Bill PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (H-322).

Reports READ.

On motion by Senator GERZOFSKY of Cumberland, the Majority OUGHT TO PASS AS AMENDED Report ACCEPTED, in concurrence.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-322) READ and ADOPTED, in concurrence.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

Divided Report
The Majority of the Committee on CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY on Bill "An Act To Establish the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission Length of Service Award Program"




H.P. 1020  L.D. 1466

Reported that the same Ought Not to Pass.

Signed:

Senators:


GERZOFSKY of Cumberland


NUTTING of Androscoggin


DAVIS of Cumberland

Representatives:


HASKELL of Portland


SCHATZ of Blue Hill


PLUMMER of Windham


BURNS of Whiting


MAGNAN of Stockton Springs


SYKES of Harrison


WHEELER of Kittery

The Minority of the same Committee on the same subject reported that the same Ought To Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-348).


Signed:

Representatives:


HANLEY of Gardiner


LAJOIE of Lewiston


GREELEY of Levant

Comes from the House with the Majority OUGHT NOT TO PASS Report READ and ACCEPTED.

Reports READ.

On motion by Senator GERZOFSKY of Cumberland, the Majority OUGHT NOT TO PASS Report ACCEPTED, in concurrence.

_________________________________

Divided Report
The Majority of the Committee on EDUCATION AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS on Bill "An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the PE4ME Planning and Oversight Team"




H.P. 983  L.D. 1407

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-343).

Signed:

Senator:


ALFOND of Cumberland

Representatives:


SUTHERLAND of Chapman


FINCH of Fairfield


CASAVANT of Biddeford


WAGNER of Lewiston


LOVEJOY of Portland


NELSON of Falmouth


RANKIN of Hiram

The Minority of the same Committee on the same subject reported that the same Ought Not To Pass.

Signed:

Senator:


WESTON of Waldo

Representatives:


RICHARDSON of Carmel


McFADDEN of Dennysville


JOHNSON of Greenville

Comes from the House with the Majority OUGHT TO PASS AS AMENDED Report READ and ACCEPTED and the Bill PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (H-343).

Reports READ.

On motion by Senator ALFOND of Cumberland, the Majority OUGHT TO PASS AS AMENDED Report ACCEPTED, in concurrence.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-343) READ and ADOPTED, in concurrence.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

Divided Report
The Majority of the Committee on NATURAL RESOURCES on Bill "An Act To Provide for the Safe Collection and Recycling of Mercury-containing Lighting"




H.P. 675  L.D. 973

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-341).

Signed:

Senators:


GOODALL of Sagadahoc


SIMPSON of Androscoggin


SMITH of Piscataquis

Representatives:


HAMPER of Oxford


BOLDUC of Auburn


KNAPP of Gorham


MARTIN of Eagle Lake


EBERLE of South Portland


DUCHESNE of Hudson


EDGECOMB of Caribou


WALSH INNES of Yarmouth


WELSH of Rockport

The Minority of the same Committee on the same subject reported that the same Ought Not To Pass.

Signed:

Representative:


AYOTTE of Caswell

Comes from the House with the Majority OUGHT TO PASS AS AMENDED Report READ and ACCEPTED and the Bill PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (H-341).

Reports READ.

Senator GOODALL of Sagadahoc moved the Senate ACCEPT the Majority OUGHT TO PASS AS AMENDED Report, in concurrence.

Senator RAYE of Washington requested a Roll Call.

On motion by Senator BARTLETT of Cumberland, Tabled until Later in Today’s Session, pending the motion by Senator GOODALL of Sagadahoc to ACCEPT the Majority OUGHT TO PASS AS AMENDED Report, in concurrence.  (Roll Call Requested)

_________________________________

Divided Report
The Majority of the Committee on STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT on Bill "An Act To Allow a Municipality To Grant a Variance for the Construction of a Parking Structure for a Person with a Permanent Disability"




H.P. 811  L.D. 1172

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-299).

Signed:

Senators:


SIMPSON of Androscoggin


JACKSON of Aroostook


COURTNEY of York

Representatives:


BOLAND of Sanford


BROWNE of Vassalboro


WILLETTE of Presque Isle


HAYES of Buckfield


BEAUDETTE of Biddeford


CLARK of Easton


HARVELL of Farmington


KAENRATH of South Portland


SCHATZ of Blue Hill

The Minority of the same Committee on the same subject reported that the same Ought To Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "B" (H-300).

Signed:

Representative:


COTTA of China

Comes from the House with the Majority OUGHT TO PASS AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (H-299) Report READ and ACCEPTED and the Bill PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (H-299).

Reports READ.

On motion by Senator SIMPSON of Androscoggin, the Majority OUGHT TO PASS AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (H-299) Report ACCEPTED, in concurrence.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-299) READ and ADOPTED, in concurrence.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

Senate
Ought to Pass As Amended
Senator ALFOND for the Committee on EDUCATION AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS on Resolve, Regarding Continuity of Care in the Child Development Services System




S.P. 188  L.D. 489

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-232).

Report READ and ACCEPTED.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-232) READ and ADOPTED.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

Senate at Ease.

Senate called to order by the President.

_________________________________

All matters thus acted upon were ordered sent down forthwith for concurrence.

_________________________________

Out of order and under suspension of the Rules, the Senate considered the following:

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES
House
Ought to Pass As Amended
The Committee on APPROPRIATIONS AND FINANCIAL AFFAIRS on Bill "An Act Making Unified Appropriations and Allocations for the Expenditures of State Government, General Fund and Other Funds, and Changing Certain Provisions of the Law Necessary to the Proper Operations of State Government for the Fiscal Years Ending June 30, 2010 and June 30, 2011" (EMERGENCY)




H.P. 274  L.D. 353

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-350).

Comes from the House with the Report READ and ACCEPTED and the Bill PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (H-350) AS AMENDED BY HOUSE AMENDMENT "E" (H-408) thereto.

Report READ and ACCEPTED, in concurrence.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-350) READ.

House Amendment "E" (H-408) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-350) READ and ADOPTED, in concurrence.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-350) as Amended by House Amendment "E" (H-408) thereto, ADOPTED, in concurrence.

Under suspension of the Rules, READ A SECOND TIME and PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED, in concurrence.

Ordered sent forthwith to the Engrossing Division.

_________________________________

Senator ALFOND for the Committee on EDUCATION AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS on Resolve, To Understand and Assist in Efforts To Promote Science, Technology, Engineering and Math Education




S.P. 412  L.D. 1101

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-208).

Report READ and ACCEPTED.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-208) READ and ADOPTED.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

Senator ALFOND for the Committee on EDUCATION AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS on Bill "An Act To Limit the Scope of Miscellaneous Costs within the General Purpose Aid for Local Schools Appropriation"




S.P. 417  L.D. 1126

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-209).

Report READ and ACCEPTED.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-209) READ and ADOPTED.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

Senator ALFOND for the Committee on EDUCATION AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS on Resolve, To Provide a Program Model for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder




S.P. 461  L.D. 1280

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-210).

Report READ and ACCEPTED.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-210) READ and ADOPTED.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

Senator ALFOND for the Committee on EDUCATION AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS on Bill "An Act To Support the Center of Excellence for At-risk Students" (EMERGENCY)




S.P. 528  L.D. 1443

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-211).

Report READ and ACCEPTED.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-211) READ and ADOPTED.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

Senator BRANNIGAN for the Committee on HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES on Bill "An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Involuntary Hospitalization Procedures When Both Commitment and Involuntary Treatment Are Sought"




S.P. 224  L.D. 609

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-228).

Report READ and ACCEPTED.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-228) READ and ADOPTED.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

Senator BOWMAN for the Committee on INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES on Bill "An Act To Regulate Foreclosure Negotiators"




S.P. 198  L.D. 503

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-216).

Report READ and ACCEPTED.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-216) READ and ADOPTED.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

Senator BOWMAN for the Committee on INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES on Bill "An Act Regarding the Payment of Medicare Parts B and D Premiums for Employees Eligible for Medicare"




S.P. 401  L.D. 1083

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-217).

Report READ and ACCEPTED.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-217) READ and ADOPTED.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

Senator BOWMAN for the Committee on INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES on Bill "An Act To Implement Shared Decision Making To Improve Quality of Care and Reduce Unnecessary Use of Medical Services"




S.P. 493  L.D. 1358

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-218).

Report READ and ACCEPTED.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-218) READ and ADOPTED.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________


Senator BOWMAN for the Committee on INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES on Bill "An Act To Create Economic Development in the State by Modernizing the State's Captive Insurance Laws"




S.P. 520  L.D. 1436

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-220).

Report READ and ACCEPTED.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-220) READ and ADOPTED.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

Senator BLISS for the Committee on JUDICIARY on Bill "An Act To Establish the Maine Commission on Indigent Legal Services" (EMERGENCY)




S.P. 423  L.D. 1132

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-233).

Report READ and ACCEPTED.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-233) READ and ADOPTED.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

Senator BLISS for the Committee on JUDICIARY on Bill "An Act To Implement the Uniform Law Conference Suggested Updates to Article 1 of the Uniform Commercial Code"




S.P. 506  L.D. 1403

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-234).

Report READ and ACCEPTED.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-234) READ and ADOPTED.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________


Senator BLISS for the Committee on JUDICIARY on Bill "An Act To Implement the Updates to Article 7 of the Uniform Commercial Code Suggested by the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws"




S.P. 508  L.D. 1405

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-235).

Report READ and ACCEPTED.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-235) READ and ADOPTED.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

Senator JACKSON for the Committee on LABOR on Bill "An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Direct Support Providers of Shared Living Residential Services"




S.P. 496  L.D. 1361

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-229).

Report READ and ACCEPTED.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-229) READ and ADOPTED.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

Senator JACKSON for the Committee on LABOR on Resolve, To Reform Public Retirement Benefits and Eliminate Social Security Offsets




S.P. 515  L.D. 1431

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-230).

Report READ and ACCEPTED.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-230) READ and ADOPTED.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

Senator JACKSON for the Committee on LABOR on Bill "An Act To Ensure Fair Calculation of Severance Pay for Maine Workers" (EMERGENCY)




S.P. 547  L.D. 1469

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-231).

Report READ and ACCEPTED.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-231) READ and ADOPTED.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

Senator SULLIVAN for the Committee on LEGAL AND VETERANS AFFAIRS on Bill "An Act To Improve the Maine Clean Election Act"




S.P. 445  L.D. 1197

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-214).

Report READ and ACCEPTED.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-214) READ and ADOPTED.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

Senator DAMON for the Committee on MARINE RESOURCES on Bill "An Act To Regulate the Rockweed Harvest in Cobscook Bay"




S.P. 109  L.D. 345

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-225).

Report READ and ACCEPTED.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-225) READ and ADOPTED.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

Senator SIMPSON for the Committee on STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT on Bill "An Act To Preserve Government Documents"




S.P. 411  L.D. 1100

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-207).

Report READ and ACCEPTED.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-207) READ and ADOPTED.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

Senator PERRY for the Committee on TAXATION on Bill "An Act To Exempt from Taxation Biodiesel Fuel Produced for Personal Use" (EMERGENCY)




S.P. 487  L.D. 1352

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-224).

Report READ and ACCEPTED.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-224) READ and ADOPTED.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

Senator DAMON for the Committee on TRANSPORTATION on Bill "An Act To Promote Fairness and Protect Economic Development in Transportation Projects Undertaken by the State"




S.P. 294  L.D. 767

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-213).

Report READ and ACCEPTED.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-213) READ and ADOPTED.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

Divided Report
The Majority of the Committee on HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES on Resolve, To Further Regulate the Use of Tanning Booths by Minors




S.P. 137  L.D. 395

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-227).

Signed:


Senators:


BRANNIGAN of Cumberland


MARRACHÉ of Kennebec


MILLS of Somerset

Representatives:


PERRY of Calais


PETERSON of Rumford


SANBORN of Gorham


JOY of Crystal


CAMPBELL of Newfield


LEWIN of Eliot


STRANG BURGESS of Cumberland


STUCKEY of Portland


EVES of North Berwick

The Minority of the same Committee on the same subject reported that the same Ought Not To Pass.

Signed:

Representative:


JONES of Mount Vernon

(Representative SOCTOMAH of the Passamaquoddy Tribe - of the House - supports the Majority Ought To Pass as Amended Report.)

Reports READ.

On motion by Senator BRANNIGAN of Cumberland, the Majority OUGHT TO PASS AS AMENDED Report ACCEPTED.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-227) READ and ADOPTED.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

Divided Report
The Majority of the Committee on INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES on Bill "An Act To Protect Consumers and Small Business Owners from Rising Health Care Costs"




S.P. 529  L.D. 1444

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-219).

Signed:

Senators:


BOWMAN of York


ALFOND of Cumberland


Representatives:


TREAT of Hallowell


PRIEST of Brunswick


BEAUDOIN of Biddeford


BECK of Waterville


GOODE of Bangor


LEGG of Kennebunk


MORRISON of South Portland

The Minority of the same Committee on the same subject reported that the same Ought Not To Pass.

Signed:

Senator:


McCORMICK of Kennebec

Representatives:


FOSSEL of Alna


WEAVER of York


RICHARDSON of Warren

Reports READ.

Senator Bowman of York moved the Senate ACCEPT the Majority OUGHT TO PASS AS AMENDED Report.

On further motion by same Senator, Tabled until Later in Today’s Session, pending the motion by same Senator to ACCEPT the Majority OUGHT TO PASS AS AMENDED Report.

_________________________________

Off Record Remarks

_________________________________

Divided Report
The Majority of the Committee on NATURAL RESOURCES on Bill "An Act To Allow Barrier Fences To Be Erected To Protect Homes from Coastal Storms"




S.P. 451  L.D. 1218

Reported that the same Ought Not to Pass.

Signed:

Senators:


GOODALL of Sagadahoc


SIMPSON of Androscoggin


SMITH of Piscataquis

Representatives:


BOLDUC of Auburn


KNAPP of Gorham


MARTIN of Eagle Lake


EBERLE of South Portland


DUCHESNE of Hudson


WALSH INNES of Yarmouth


WELSH of Rockport

The Minority of the same Committee on the same subject reported that the same Ought To Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-226).

Signed:

Representatives:


HAMPER of Oxford


EDGECOMB of Caribou


AYOTTE of Caswell

Reports READ.

Senator GOODALL of Sagadahoc moved the Senate ACCEPT the Majority OUGHT NOT TO PASS Report.

On motion by Senator RAYE of Washington, supported by a Division of one-fifth of the members present and voting, a Roll Call was ordered.

The Doorkeepers secured the Chamber.

The Secretary opened the vote.

ROLL CALL (#100)

YEAS:
Senators:
ALFOND, BARTLETT, BLISS, BOWMAN, BRANNIGAN, BRYANT, CRAVEN, DAMON, DIAMOND, GERZOFSKY, GOODALL, GOOLEY, HASTINGS, HOBBINS, JACKSON, MARRACHE, MCCORMICK, MILLS, NUTTING, PERRY, PLOWMAN, SCHNEIDER, SIMPSON, SMITH, SULLIVAN, TRAHAN, THE PRESIDENT - ELIZABETH H. MITCHELL

NAYS:
Senators:
COURTNEY, DAVIS, NASS, RAYE, RECTOR, ROSEN, SHERMAN, WESTON

27 Senators having voted in the affirmative and 8 Senators having voted in the negative, the motion by Senator GOODALL of Sagadahoc to ACCEPT the Majority OUGHT NOT TO PASS Report, PREVAILED.

Sent down for concurrence.

_________________________________

Divided Report
The Majority of the Committee on STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT on Bill "An Act To Reform Natural Resources Agencies and Establish the Department of Natural Resources" (EMERGENCY)




S.P. 539  L.D. 1453

Reported that the same Ought Not to Pass.

Signed:


Senators:


JACKSON of Aroostook


COURTNEY of York

Representatives:


BOLAND of Sanford


BROWNE of Vassalboro


WILLETTE of Presque Isle


COTTA of China


CLARK of Easton


HARVELL of Farmington


SCHATZ of Blue Hill

The Minority of the same Committee on the same subject reported that the same Ought To Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-212).

Signed:

Senator:


SIMPSON of Androscoggin

Representatives:


HAYES of Buckfield


BEAUDETTE of Biddeford


KAENRATH of South Portland

Reports READ.

On motion by Senator JACKSON of Aroostook, the Majority OUGHT NOT TO PASS Report ACCEPTED.

Sent down for concurrence.

_________________________________

Divided Report
The Majority of the Committee on TRANSPORTATION on Bill "An Act To Protect the Privacy of Maine Residents under the Driver's License Laws"




S.P. 492  L.D. 1357

Reported that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-215).

Signed:

Senators:


DAMON of Hancock


GOOLEY of Franklin

Representatives:


MAZUREK of Rockland


PEOPLES of Westbrook


THERIAULT of Madawaska


HARLOW of Portland


CAREY of Lewiston

The Minority of the same Committee on the same subject reported that the same Ought Not To Pass.

Signed:

Representatives:


HOGAN of Old Orchard Beach


BROWNE of Vassalboro


THOMAS of Ripley

Reports READ.

Senator DAMON of Hancock moved the Senate ACCEPT the Majority OUGHT TO PASS aS AMENDED Report.

On further motion by same Senator, Tabled until Later in Today’s Session, pending the motion by same Senator to ACCEPT the Majority OUGHT TO PASS AS AMENDED Report.

_________________________________

Divided Report
Eight members of the Committee on INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES on Bill "An Act To Conform State Mortgage Laws with Federal Laws" (EMERGENCY)




S.P. 523  L.D. 1439

Reported in Report "A" that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-221).

Signed:

Senators:


BOWMAN of York


ALFOND of Cumberland

Representatives:


TREAT of Hallowell


PRIEST of Brunswick


BEAUDOIN of Biddeford


GOODE of Bangor


LEGG of Kennebunk


MORRISON of South Portland

Four members of the same Committee on the same subject reported in Report "B" that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "B" (S-222).

Signed:

Senator:


McCORMICK of Kennebec

Representatives:


FOSSEL of Alna


WEAVER of York


RICHARDSON of Warren

One member of the same Committee on the same subject reported in Report "C" that the same Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "C" (S-223).

Signed:

Representative:


BECK of Waterville

Reports READ.

Senator Bowman of York moved the Senate ACCEPT Report "A", OUGHT TO PASS AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (S-221).

On further motion by same Senator, Tabled until Later in Today’s Session, pending the motion by same Senator to ACCEPT Report "A", OUGHT TO PASS AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (S-221).

_________________________________

Committee of Conference
The Committee of Conference on the disagreeing action of the two branches of the Legislature, on Bill "An Act To Reduce Misuse of Woodlands by the Public"




H.P. 370  L.D. 525

Had the same under consideration, and asked leave to report:

That the Senate Recede from Passage to be Engrossed as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-62) as Amended by Senate Amendment "A" (S-78) thereto.  Recede from Adoption of Committee Amendment "A" (H-62) as Amended by Senate Amendment "A" (S-78) thereto.  Recede from Adoption of Senate Amendment "A" (S-78) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-62) and Indefinitely Postpone same.  Read and Adopt Committee of Conference Amendment "A" (S-206) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-62).  Adopt Committee Amendment "A" (H-62) as Amended by Committee of Conference Amendment "A" (S-206) thereto.  Pass the Bill to be Engrossed as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-62) as Amended by Committee of Conference Amendment "A" (S-206) thereto, in Non-Concurrence.

That the House RECEDE and CONCUR.

On the Part of the Senate:

Senator BRYANT of Oxford

Senator JACKSON of Aroostook

Senator TRAHAN of Lincoln

On the Part of the House:

Representative CLARK of Millinocket

Representative SHAW of Standish

Representative SARTY of Denmark

Report READ and ACCEPTED.

The Senate RECEDED from whereby the Bill was PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED by Committee Amendment "A" (H-62) as Amended by Senate Amendment "A" (S-78) thereto.
The Senate RECEDED from whereby Committee Amendment "A" (H-62) as Amended by Senate Amendment "A" (S-78) thereto was ADOPTED.

The Senate RECEDED from whereby Senate Amendment "A" (S-78) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-62) was ADOPTED and INDEFINITELY POSTPONE same.

Committee of Conference Amendment "A" (S-206) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-62)
READ and ADOPTED.

THE PRESIDENT:  The Chair recognizes the Senator from Lincoln, Senator Trahan.

Senator TRAHAN:  Thank you, Madame President.  Ladies and gentlemen of the Senate, I just want to give a brief description of what this report does.  The underlying issue for many of us on the Committee was the position of the Senator from Oxford, Senator Bryant; of punishing a user group and not applying standards to the rest of the outdoors folks that are using our woods and waters.  I was part of the discussion that came up with this proposal that's before you.  The underlying issue is the dumping of tires and debris on private property.  That's the fundamental issue that this bill was trying to address.  It was trying to stiffen penalties around that issue.  This amendment would strip out the concern of applying the standard to one group.  It has the Committee of jurisdiction, Criminal Justice and Public Safety, look at the overall penalty structure for polluting on private property.  That's the real cause and effect of this bill, and that's what this report would do.   I hope that you would support it.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-62) as Amended by Committee of Conference Amendment "A" (S-206) ADOPTED thereto.

PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (H-62) AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE AMENDMENT "A" (S-206) thereto, in NON-CONCURRENCE.

Sent down for concurrence.

_________________________________

All matters thus acted upon were ordered sent down forthwith for concurrence.

_________________________________

SECOND READERS
The Committee on Bills in the Second Reading reported the following:

House As Amended
Bill "An Act To Create a Large Game Shooting Area in Piscataquis County"




H.P. 252  L.D. 316




(C "A" H-236)

Bill "An Act To Amend the Private Way Laws with Regard to Road Associations"




H.P. 918  L.D. 1315




(C "A" H-316)

READ A SECOND TIME and PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED, in concurrence.

_________________________________

Bill "An Act To Exempt Military Pensions from Income Tax"




H.P. 161  L.D. 196




(C "A" H-332)

READ A SECOND TIME and PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED, in NON-CONCURRENCE.

Sent down for concurrence.

_________________________________

Senate
Bill "An Act Regarding Emergency Involuntary Admission of a Participant in the Department of Health and Human Services' Progressive Treatment Program to a State Mental Institute"




S.P. 101  L.D. 337

Bill "An Act To Amend the Law Concerning Adverse Possession"




S.P. 133  L.D. 391

Bill "An Act Relating to Biomass Gasification"




S.P. 554  L.D. 1479

READ A SECOND TIME and PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED.

Sent down for concurrence.

_________________________________

Senate As Amended
RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine To Ensure Protection of Funding of Certain Programs Administered by the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife




S.P. 75  L.D. 225




(C "A" S-201)

Bill "An Act To Amend the Department of Health and Human Services' Progressive Treatment Program"




S.P. 105  L.D. 341




(C "A" S-197)

Bill "An Act To Clarify the Taxability of Promotional Credits in the State Gaming Laws"




S.P. 346  L.D. 924




(C "A" S-205)

Bill "An Act To Provide Consumer Disclosures and Protect Consumer Options in Life Insurance"




S.P. 397  L.D. 1063




(C "A" S-200)

Bill "An Act To Clarify Apportionment of Benefits for Multiple Work Injuries"




S.P. 500  L.D. 1384




(C "A" S-203)

Bill "An Act Pertaining to Response Costs Incurred by the Department of Environmental Protection under the Waste Motor Oil Disposal Site Remediation Program"




S.P. 502  L.D. 1386




(C "A" S-204)

Bill "An Act Clarifying the Manner in Which a Person's Alcohol Level Is Determined under Maine Law"




S.P. 532  L.D. 1447




(C "A" S-202)

READ A SECOND TIME and PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED.

Sent down for concurrence.

_________________________________

All matters thus acted upon were ordered sent down forthwith for concurrence.

_________________________________

ENACTORS
The Committee on Engrossed Bills reported as truly and strictly engrossed the following:

Emergency Measure
An Act To Clarify and Update the Laws Related to Life and Health Insurance




H.P. 821  L.D. 1180




(C "A" H-288)

This being an Emergency Measure and having received the affirmative vote of 35 Members of the Senate, with no Senators having voted in the negative, and 35 being more than two-thirds of the entire elected Membership of the Senate, was PASSED TO BE ENACTED and having been signed by the President, was presented by the Secretary to the Governor for his approval.

_________________________________

Emergency Measure
An Act To Amend the Charter of the Addison Point Water District




H.P. 920  L.D. 1317




(C "A" H-296)

This being an Emergency Measure and having received the affirmative vote of 35 Members of the Senate, with no Senators having voted in the negative, and 35 being more than two-thirds of the entire elected Membership of the Senate, was PASSED TO BE ENACTED and having been signed by the President, was presented by the Secretary to the Governor for his approval.

_________________________________

Emergency Measure
An Act To Amend the Laws Governing Licensed Financial Service Providers




H.P. 930  L.D. 1326




(C "A" H-284)

This being an Emergency Measure and having received the affirmative vote of 35 Members of the Senate, with no Senators having voted in the negative, and 35 being more than two-thirds of the entire elected Membership of the Senate, was PASSED TO BE ENACTED and having been signed by the President, was presented by the Secretary to the Governor for his approval.

_________________________________

Emergency Resolve
Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 101:  Establishment of the Capital Investment Fund, a Major Substantive Rule of the Governor's Office of Health Policy and Finance




H.P. 777  L.D. 1122

This being an Emergency Measure and having received the affirmative vote of 35 Members of the Senate, with no Senators having voted in the negative, and 35 being more than two-thirds of the entire elected Membership of the Senate, was FINALLY PASSED and having been signed by the President, was presented by the Secretary to the Governor for his approval.

_________________________________

Emergency Resolve
Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 120:  Release of Data to the Public, a Major Substantive Rule of the Maine Health Data Organization




H.P. 987  L.D. 1411

This being an Emergency Measure and having received the affirmative vote of 35 Members of the Senate, with no Senators having voted in the negative, and 35 being more than two-thirds of the entire elected Membership of the Senate, was FINALLY PASSED and having been signed by the President, was presented by the Secretary to the Governor for his approval.

_________________________________

Emergency Resolve
Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 101:  MaineCare Benefits Manual, Chapter III, Section 21, Home and Community Benefits for Members with Mental Retardation or Autistic Disorder, a Major Substantive Rule of the Department of Health and Human Services, Office of MaineCare Services




H.P. 988  L.D. 1412

This being an Emergency Measure and having received the affirmative vote of 35 Members of the Senate, with no Senators having voted in the negative, and 35 being more than two-thirds of the entire elected Membership of the Senate, was FINALLY PASSED and having been signed by the President, was presented by the Secretary to the Governor for his approval.

_________________________________

Acts
An Act To Ensure Public Access to Records Relating to Public Contracts for Personal Services




H.P. 454  L.D. 640




(C "A" H-292)

An Act To Amend the Composition of the Maine Commission on Domestic and Sexual Abuse




S.P. 289  L.D. 742




(C "A" S-166)

An Act Relating to Self-insurance




H.P. 692  L.D. 1004




(C "A" H-287)

An Act To Amend the Statute of Limitations under the Maine Human Rights Act




H.P. 763  L.D. 1108




(C "A" H-293)

An Act To Prevent Predatory Marketing Practices against Minors




S.P. 431  L.D. 1183




(C "A" S-161)

An Act To Provide Limited Immunity for Road Association Directors, Commissioners and Volunteers




H.P. 910  L.D. 1307




(C "A" H-294)

An Act To Promote Consumer Fairness in Tax Refund Anticipation Loans




H.P. 944  L.D. 1343




(C "A" H-285)

An Act To Amend the Aquaculture Laws




H.P. 977  L.D. 1398




(C "A" H-278)

An Act To Make Technical and Supervisory Amendments to the Laws Governing Banking and Consumer Credit




H.P. 985  L.D. 1409




(C "A" H-289)

An Act To Clarify and Strengthen the State's Motor Vehicle Laws




S.P. 530  L.D. 1445




(C "A" S-167)

PASSED TO BE ENACTED and having been signed by the President were presented by the Secretary to the Governor for his approval.

_________________________________

Resolves
Resolve, Directing the Study of a Potato Variety Demonstrating Resistance to the Colorado Potato Beetle




H.P. 395  L.D. 557




(C "A" H-275)

Resolve, Requiring Rulemaking by the Maine Health Data Organization in Consultation with the Maine Quality Forum Regarding Clostridium Difficile and Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus Aureus




H.P. 662  L.D. 960




(C "A" H-280)

Resolve, To Require the Office of Employee Health and Benefits To Report on Its Demonstration Project To Provide Access to Fitness Programs for State Employees




H.P. 689  L.D. 1001




(C "A" H-286)

Resolve, To Assist Artists, Art Galleries and Art Dealers




S.P. 396  L.D. 1062




(C "A" S-160)

Resolve, To Direct the Maine Children's Growth Council To Study the Connections between Higher Education and Early Childhood Education




H.P. 736  L.D. 1069




(S "A" S-169 to C "A" H-221)

FINALLY PASSED and having been signed by the President were presented by the Secretary to the Governor for his approval.

_________________________________

Senate at Ease.

Senate called to order by the President.

_________________________________

Off Record Remarks

_________________________________

ORDERS OF THE DAY
Unfinished Business
The following matters in the consideration of which the Senate was engaged at the time of Adjournment had preference in the Orders of the Day and continued with such preference until disposed of as provided by Senate Rule 516.

The Chair laid before the Senate the following Tabled and Later (4/9/09) Assigned matter:

SENATE REPORT - from the Committee on UTILITIES AND ENERGY on Bill "An Act To Protect Electricity Consumers in Northern Maine"




S.P. 223  L.D. 608

Report - Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (S-50)
Tabled - April 9, 2009, by Senator HOBBINS of York

Pending - ACCEPTANCE OF REPORT
(In Senate, April 9, 2009, Report READ.)

Report ACCEPTED.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-50) READ and ADOPTED.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

The Chair laid before the Senate the following Tabled and Later (5/13/09) Assigned matter:

HOUSE REPORTS - from the Committee on UTILITIES AND ENERGY on Bill "An Act To Clarify the Role of the Public Advocate"




H.P. 657  L.D. 954

Majority - Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-165) (11 members)

Minority - Ought Not to Pass (1 member) 

Tabled - May 13, 2009, by Senator HOBBINS of York

Pending - motion by same Senator to ACCEPT the Majority OUGHT TO PASS AS AMENDED Report, in concurrence

(In House, May 12, 2009, the Majority OUGHT TO PASS AS AMENDED Report READ and ACCEPTED and the Bill PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (H-165).)

(In Senate, May 13, 2009, Reports READ.)

On motion by Senator HOBBINS of York, the Majority OUGHT TO PASS AS AMENDED Report ACCEPTED, in concurrence.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-165) READ.

On motion by Senator HOBBINS of York, Tabled until Later in Today’s Session, pending ADOPTION of Committee Amendment "A" (H-165), in concurrence.

_________________________________

The Chair laid before the Senate the following Tabled and Later (5/19/09) Assigned matter:

HOUSE REPORT - from the Committee on LEGAL AND VETERANS AFFAIRS on Bill "An Act To Promote Transparency and Accountability in Campaigns and Governmental Ethics"




H.P. 766  L.D. 1111

Report - Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-282)
Tabled - May 19, 2009, by Senator GOODALL of Sagadahoc

Pending - ACCEPTANCE OF REPORT, in concurrence

(In House, May 18, 2009, PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (H-282).)

(In Senate, May 19, 2009, Report READ.)

Report ACCEPTED, in concurrence.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-282) READ and ADOPTED, in concurrence.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

The Chair laid before the Senate the following Tabled and Later Today Assigned matter:

HOUSE REPORTS - from the Committee on NATURAL RESOURCES on Bill "An Act To Provide for the Safe Collection and Recycling of Mercury-containing Lighting"




H.P. 675  L.D. 973

Majority - Ought to Pass as Amended by Committee Amendment "A" (H-341) (12 members)

Minority - Ought Not To Pass (1 member)

Tabled - May 27, 2009, by Senator BARTLETT of Cumberland

Pending - motion by Senator GOODALL of Sagadahoc to ACCEPT the Majority OUGHT TO PASS AS AMENDED Report, in concurrence  (Roll Call Requested)

(In House, May 26, 2009, the Majority OUGHT TO PASS AS AMENDED Report READ and ACCEPTED and the Bill PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "A" (H-341).)

(In Senate, May 27, 2009, Reports READ.)

On motion by Senator RAYE of Washington, supported by a Division of one-fifth of the members present and voting, a Roll Call was ordered.

The Doorkeepers secured the Chamber.

The Secretary opened the vote.

ROLL CALL (#101)

YEAS:
Senators:
ALFOND, BARTLETT, BLISS, BOWMAN, BRANNIGAN, BRYANT, COURTNEY, CRAVEN, DAMON, DAVIS, DIAMOND, GERZOFSKY, GOODALL, GOOLEY, HASTINGS, HOBBINS, JACKSON, MARRACHE, MCCORMICK, MILLS, NASS, NUTTING, PERRY, PLOWMAN, RAYE, RECTOR, ROSEN, SCHNEIDER, SHERMAN, SIMPSON, SMITH, SULLIVAN, TRAHAN, WESTON, THE PRESIDENT - ELIZABETH H. MITCHELL

NAYS:
Senators:
None

35 Senators having voted in the affirmative and No Senator having voted in the negative, the motion by Senator GOODALL of Sagadahoc to ACCEPT the Majority OUGHT TO PASS AS AMENDED Report, in concurrence, PREVAILED.

READ ONCE.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-341) READ and ADOPTED, in concurrence.

ASSIGNED FOR SECOND READING NEXT LEGISLATIVE DAY.

_________________________________

Senate at Ease.

Senate called to order by the President.

_________________________________

On motion by Senator BARTLETT of Cumberland, 

RECESSED until the sound of the bell.

After Recess

Senate called to order by the President.

_________________________________

Out of order and under suspension of the Rules, the Senate considered the following:

ENACTORS
The Committee on Engrossed Bills reported as truly and strictly engrossed the following:

Mandate
An Act Making Unified Appropriations and Allocations for the Expenditures of State Government, General Fund and Other Funds, and Changing Certain Provisions of the Law Necessary to the Proper Operations of State Government for the Fiscal Years Ending June 30, 2010 and June 30, 2011




H.P. 274  L.D. 353




(H "E" H-408 to C "A" H-350)

Senator DIAMOND of Cumberland requested a Roll Call.

THE PRESIDENT:  The Chair recognizes the Senator from Cumberland, Senator Diamond.

Senator DIAMOND:  Thank you, Madame President.  Men and women of the Senate, here we have the budget.  We've been working on it for four months.  It's the most challenging task that I've faced in my15 years as a Legislator, for sure.  I thought I'd done it all and seen it all in my 30 years up here, but I was wrong.  This was a daunting task, to say the least.  The Legislature faced the largest budget shortfall in its history in fiscal year 2009, fiscal year 2010 and fiscal year 2011, a shortfall of $1.4 billion.  The first day in January when we came in we were faced with a $190 million supplemental budget for this year, followed by a biennial budget proposal for fiscal year 2010 and fiscal year 2011of $6.1 billion, which, by the way, was $200 million less than the previous budget.  Unheard of.  Next, on April 28th, we were given the news that revenue projections were down another $569 million.  Then, just for distraction purposes, they threw in the swine flu, which we had to deal with and that also meant finding another $1.5 million for the anti-viral we had to purchase.  Then at the end, we learned that if we didn't make our Medicaid payments on time then providers, such as hospitals and nursing homes, would not get paid.  So we had some difficult choices to make.


We ended up doing things like cutting children's services by 50% in many cases.  Children's PNMI, the Private Nonmedical Institutions, cut $9 million.  Foster care and adoption services cut $1 million.  Residential treatment facilities for the elderly, $1.6 million, with an additional $3 million from the feds.  The circuit breaker program, $17.4 million cut.  Homestead exemptions were cut from $13,000 to $10,000 in the year 2011.  GPA for fiscal year 2011 going from $1 billion down to $947 million.  Higher education was cut $6 million.  State employees: 10 shutdown days each year, merit pay freezes, longevity freezes, and contributions to their health insurance.  These were major changes that were very, very difficult to make, but that's what this budget is, it's very difficult.


There was some good news in the budget.  We were able to maintain payments to the dairy farmers, which was a long and arduous task to come to that conclusion.  We were able to preserve the shellfish industry, which is very important.  We were able to restore $1 million to adult education.  We were able to reduce the income tax impact on every income taxpaying citizen in Maine.  We replenished the $27 million of a curtailment that had to take place in 2009, that was all replenished.


There was further good news, it was a bipartisan effort, a two-thirds budget.  Two-thirds budgets are frustrating.  They're more difficult.  They're annoying.  You have to give up things you don't like, but it's the right thing to do, and we did it.  We had a unanimous Committee Report out of the Appropriations Committee.  It was very difficult, frustrating, and annoying, but it happened.  It's something we really had to do.  The result is that the budget is comprehensive and it's a good product.  It's not something we embraced or wanted to do, it's something we had to do.  We were determined to be a delicate as we could in making those difficult choices.  We fully understood the impact of every decision that we made.  Neither political party is fully represented in this budget.  It's difficult to define us in this budget because it does not define us.  It's simply a budget of necessity.  It's the best of results in the worst of times.  It's something we simply had to do.  We could not have done it without each and every one of you on policy committees.  Your work was genuine.  You took it seriously and that's what enabled us to come to our final conclusions, so we thank you for that.  I also want to thank the Senator from Androscoggin, Senator Craven.  She was working diligently day in and day out on this budget, but more importantly, she worked to protect some of the more vulnerable people in this state, and I thank her for that.  Senator Rosen from Hancock County, with his deliberate intelligence, probing questions, and always working in a bipartisan manner.  We couldn't have done it without either of them.  We thank the entire Committee for what we have.  We know there are a lot of things in here that you don't like, but again, it's the best result in the worst of times.  Thank you, Madame President.

THE PRESIDENT:  The Chair recognizes the Senator from Hancock, Senator Rosen.

Senator ROSEN:  Thank you, Madame President.  Men and women of the Senate, I've been relatively quiet this session, so I hope you'll be willing to give me a few minutes.  Local town budgets are built in a very different way than a State budget.  The town determines the spending plan first, tallies outside revenue, and then lays a mil rate on the property owners at the level that is necessary to fund the budget.  The State budget building process is more akin to a multi-billion dollar enterprise which estimates future sales, we have in our boxes the latest sales report and the revenue numbers for the end of the fiscal year, and then spends within that amount.  The State projects future anticipated revenue and then builds a spending plan.  


This year the global recession clobbered private sector sales, individual incomes, and corporate profits.  As a result, it also clobbered the State treasury.  Since last November, the decline in the economy was so broad, so deep, and so sudden that we were struggling to understand the extent of the damage to the job market and to the incomes of Maine citizens.  Layered over the budgeting uncertainty was the eventual intervention of the federal government which ultimately passed the AARA, or stimulus package, to, in effect, provide a significant fiscal bailout for the State's budget.  During the last six months, tax collections have plummeted.  Economists tell us that the recession in Maine started in January 2008, but the events of October 2008 and the near catastrophic collapse of our national financial system set off a chain reaction which hit our economy hard.  Job losses increased and the ranks of the unemployed in Maine doubled.  Consumers stopped buying goods.  Frightened consumers pay significantly less income taxes, sales taxes, and excise taxes to fund government services.  In my area, for instance, the nearly 800 employees at the Verso paper mill have endured months of rolling down time as they adjust for the soft orders for magazine paper.  The Lemforder Corporation, which supplies the auto industry, is shutting down the Brewer facility and training their replacement workers as they prepare to move the equipment to existing sites outside of Maine.  The reliable Hancock County job engine, known as the Jackson Laboratory, has been forced to lay off 60 people, cut the work week to 37 and a half hours, and freeze wages.


From the time you and I took the oath of office as members of the 124th Legislature this last December, state government has seen expected future revenues decline by the $1.4 billion described by our good Senate Chair.  In addition, costs related to established programs currently in place would increase by another $500 million if not checked.  So what does $1.4 billion of General Fund revenue represent in Maine's budget?  Well, it's more than the entire payroll of all 13,000 General Fund employees for the two years of the biennium or it's more than the entire amount of State General Purpose Aid to Education funding for all K-12 schools for one year.  If we decide to make up the money with tax increases, we would need to more than double the sales tax rate to make up the difference.


Understanding the magnitude of the challenges Appropriations Committee members faced helps answer the question many are asking, which is 'Why reduce funding to, that's where you fill in the blank, and outline your favorite program?  Why reduce funding to MaineCare recipients, service providers, local government, state employees, or institutions of higher education, or property taxpayers?  You made a promise.'  We heard that several times.  Actually, in most cases, our predecessors made many promises.  Some were funded for the long-term, many were not.  Now it's up to us to deal with the current reality in a way that respects priorities and delivers an affordable government.  Our economic and revenue forecasters tell us that the current economic cycle with bottom-out in mid-2010, and that the State Treasury will not see the level of revenue that we saw in 2008 until 2013, a five-year span.  Pointing fingers and harping on promises other people made does not produce forward movement or develop a plan for the reality of the situation we confront.  We have no choice but to accept the projections of our forecasters, develop a plan, and then act.  


I'd like to take a look at some of the major areas in the budget.  Local education: as you recall, in January we reduced GPA by $27 million as part of an emergency supplemental budget designed to bring the current fiscal year into balance.  The Federal Stimulus Act restores that $27 million.  In addition, the federal act provides $45 million in the year 2010 and $59 million in year 2011 to the schools, along with other federal monies that flow directly to the schools.  The budget bill before you funds GPA at $956 million for 2009, $1.2 billion for 2010, and then declines to $946 million in 2011.  Local school units are encouraged to embrace a two-year approach to developing their budgets as a sensible way to prepare for the drop in funding the second year.  This bill temporarily lifts the 3% limit on carry-forward funds, which will provide greater flexibility and a useful tool to help schools plan more effectively for the second year of the biennium.


Property taxpayers: towns and cities in Maine will feel the pinch of less revenue sharing and property taxpayers will feel the reductions in a variety of property tax deferral programs.  This is unfortunate, but I'm pleased that we were successful in buying back one of the proposed 5% reductions to revenue sharing, and thereby somewhat lessening the impact on municipal government by $6.2 million.  With the help of the Taxation Committee, L.D. 353 includes a new simplified process of distributing revenue sharing funds.  In addition, the economic models indicate a healthy bounce back of revenue sharing monies to localities in 2012 and 2013.  In the meantime, property taxpayers should weigh in and participate in the local budget approval process and offer constructive assistance to the local officials as they confront the challenges of reduced State transfers.


MaineCare: this budget contains several significant modifications to MaineCare and to other Department of Health and Human Services managed programs, including moving to a new reimbursement system for Maine's hospitals, standardizing rates for Maine's private non-medical residential institutions for children, increasing reimbursement rates to private physicians, and converting the in-house billing system to a new outside vender.


Hospital settlements: I spoke earlier of promises.  A significant commitment fulfilled in this budget is a plan to finally pay the past due debt owed to Maine hospitals for services already rendered to MaineCare recipients.  The budget commits $96 million from the federal Medicaid stimulus funds, which when matched with additional federal money, will provide a total of $373 million to pay the 2005, 2006, 2007, and part of the 2008 settlements that we owe hospitals.  This is an appropriate use of one-time federal funds and will provide direct relief to cash-strapped institutions.


Board of Corrections: the budget bill includes funding for the first year of operating the new integrated Board of Corrections.  The Chief Executive did not including funding in the original proposal, and I was pleased that the Committee was able to fulfill that commitment and provide first-year funding for the new board.


State employees: the Committee Amendment keeps more State employees working than the Governor's original proposal, but every State employee is paying a share of the cost of balancing this budget.  The Committee wrestled with a variety of approaches to achieve statewide personnel cost savings.  In the end, and with the help of leadership, we settled on a package of shut-down days, a freeze of merit pay, suspension of longevity pay, and new contributions to the cost of employee health insurance premiums.  I do appreciate the real impact that this places on State employees.  I spent the last weekend conversing with several of the State employees that work and live in my district.  Believe it or not, they don't all reside in Kennebec County.  They're all over the state.  I had some interesting conversations with one gentleman in particular.  Twenty-eight years driving the snow plow with modest pay and will have a real impact from these proposals.  The difficulty for him is the weakness of the economy.  It isn't as though he can go out and on his off time pick up some extra work to make up the difference.  The current collective bargaining agreement expires June 30th and negotiations are on-going for the new contracts for the next biennium.  The budget bill allows the negotiators to adjust provisions that I have just outlined as long as budget savings are still realized.


There's a $30 million Commission in the budget.  Navigating our way through this recession to a stronger Maine economy requires clear-eyed vision with sights set on outcomes that turn today's pain into tomorrow's economic gain for the entire state.  The most critically important element missing from this budget is a plan that confronts our greatest challenges.  It's my hope that the work of the Commission to find $30 million of savings takes on that mission.  I'll admit that I was not a fan of the Chief Executive's proposal to charge a Commission to develop $37.5 million of booked but undefined savings in the budget.  It felt as though we were running out of time and simply needed an accounting placeholder, but I warmed up to the idea after we reduced the amount to $30 million and amended the proposal to direct the Appropriations Committee to serve as the Commission.  The primary reason to support this idea is the opportunity to save $30 million in a way that confronts the post-stimulus funding cliff and delivers tangible solutions to our chronic budget and economic problems.  We need to deliver the vision that is missing.


Process: two years ago legislative leadership embraced a new process that was once established practice.  We allowed work on the biennial budget to move beyond the end of March and well into the time requiring a two-thirds vote of the Legislature, thereby assuring Minority input.  This year, for the second time in recent memory, the tentative step into jointly negotiated budgets has returned to that old practice.  Last session the Assistant Majority Leader from the other Body and I had several lively discussions about Majority budgets versus negotiated two-thirds budgets.  He steadfastly held to the position that the Majority won the election and earned the right and the privilege, and even the obligation, to pass a strict Majority budget that reflects the principles and the priorities of the Majority as reflected in the election.  It's my opinion, based on real experience, that compromised budgets serve the people of Maine.  Members of the Appropriations Committee were determined to avoid the same budget stalemate and governing crisis currently facing some of our sister states.  It is our responsibility to do the job we were elected to perform, no more no less.


In closing, I want to express my appreciation to our Senate Chair from Cumberland, Senator Diamond, for his inclusive style and steady management of the Committee.  I notice our good House Chair is in the room and I would like to thank her for her leadership as well.  I also want to acknowledge the significant contributions of Grant Penoyer and his entire staff of professionals in the Office of Fiscal and Program Review, and Commissioner Ryan Low and his team at the Department of Administrative and Financial Services.  The Appropriations Committee members benefitted from the cooperation and expertise of both teams to help us navigate the near overwhelming flood of conflicting and ever-changing information.  Finally, appreciation to our always cheerful Committee Clerk, Diane Pruett, and our diligent analyst, Maureen Dawson.  Thank you, Madame President.

THE PRESIDENT:  The Chair recognizes the Senator from Androscoggin, Senator Craven.

Senator CRAVEN:  Thank you, Madame President.  Men and woman of the Senate, first, I really want to thank leadership, our House and Senate Chairs, and leads during this process.  I want to acknowledge our partners in Washington for having saved this budget cycle.  If we hadn't received the money in the stimulus package, I have no idea what this budget might look like.  Because I am a supporter of a livable wage, I think that the most egregious part of the budget for me was cutting State employees' income, as well as calling for them to pay for part of their health insurance.  The budget, as everybody knows, was a difficult process.  We cut services to children, PNMI services, and cut people with developmental disabilities, but leadership, advocates, and legislators worked tirelessly to cause the least amount of harm to the vulnerable populations as well as to our infrastructure.  There were cuts to such programs as higher education, tax deductions for our citizens and for businesses, and also cuts to our municipalities who are going to definitely rear their heads in our local communities later.  Despite the hard work, we still caused harm, but I think that we created a foundation to carry us to the next step, however far that's going to be.  Again, I thank everybody for their support and their input during this long budget cycle.  Thank you.

THE PRESIDENT:  The Chair recognizes the Senator from Lincoln, Senator Trahan.

Senator TRAHAN:  Thank you, Madame President.  Ladies and gentlemen of the Senate, this is an oddity for me.  I've never voted for a budget until today and I just wanted to go on the record and say why.  During my political career I've asked and demanded to be heard, sometimes very loudly, sometimes very quietly.  I feel like in this budget that I was heard.  I had an opportunity to present a bill that was adopted into the budget.  I asked that teacher retirement be taken out of the school funding formula.  This was adopted.  Everything that I've asked for has been approved.  I feel that to have some sense of credibility with this Body, being part of something, I should vote for it.  We all heard the very painful things that are in this budget.  Out of all the budgets I've seen, this would be the one that, politically, would be the easiest to vote against.  That's why I'm voting for it.  If people want to be part of the solution, they have to be willing to go out on a limb for their friends.  So today I vote with you.

THE PRESIDENT:  The Chair recognizes the Senator from Cumberland, Senator Bartlett.

Senator BARTLETT:  Thank you, Madame President.  I rise in support of the pending motion.  I first would like to commend the members of the Appropriations Committee, and particularly our Senate members, our Senate Chair from Cumberland, Senator Diamond, the Senator from Androscoggin, Senator Craven, and the Senator from Hancock, Senator Rosen, for their outstanding work during an extraordinarily difficult process.  We've been forced to make cuts to important government services like healthcare and education, and not a single area of State government has not been affected by the tough choices that have had to be made.


Throughout this process we remained true to the principals of shared responsibility, shared sacrifice, and shared opportunity in areas where we could continue to invest to move our state forward.  So while this is a challenging budget with lots to dislike, we can stand here today extraordinarily proud that we worked together, Republicans and Democrats, and produced a product that minimizes the harm and also protects Maine's most vulnerable citizens while continuing to make important investments to move our state forward as the economy improves.


It is my sincere hope that the bipartisan spirit and good faith that's been demonstrated throughout this budget process will continue, not only for the remainder of this session but into next year as well.  Let's let that be the lasting legacy of the 124th Legislature.  Thank you.

THE PRESIDENT:  The Chair recognizes the Senator from Washington, Senator Raye.

Senator RAYE:  Thank you, Madame President.  Madame President, men and women of the Senate, I rise in support of the pending motion and to acknowledge the months of hard work that made this day possible.  I want to begin by complimenting the Governor and Commissioner Low for sending to us a rational budget blueprint, and the policy Committees for their painstaking work in reviewing the budget piece by piece and making their recommendations to the Appropriations Committee.  I think I speak for all of us when I express my enormous gratitude to the members of the Appropriations Committee who worked so diligently and tirelessly in doing the lion's share of the work to craft a thoughtful and responsible biennial budget.  Day in and day out the Senator from Cumberland, Senator Diamond, the Senator from Hancock, Senator Rosen, and the Senator from Androscoggin, Senator Craven, and their counterparts from the other Body, worked extremely long hours and they did it patiently, never wavering in their determination to reach consensus.  The issues were complex, the work was difficult, the challenges were enormous, but the spirit was one of bipartisan resolve.  Likewise, the leadership in both Bodies deserve credit for helping to guide the process to a successful outcome.  President Mitchell, the Senator from Cumberland, Senator Bartlett, and the Senator from Kennebec, Senator Marraché, worked in good faith with the Senator from York, Senator Courtney, and me, and the House leadership from both sides of the aisle, to establish the process and to navigate the final, most difficult, issues.  It was a respectful process, a true credit to constructive bipartisanship.


Like any budget, this one is imperfect.  Neither side of the aisle is entirely happy with the results, and any one of us in this chamber could find a reason, or reasons, to vote no.  There's plenty of pain to go around, but that is the nature of tough decisions.  Those of us on the Republican side of the aisle would have liked more structural reform of State government and less impact on municipalities.  I know there are those in this chamber who are not enthusiastic with the payments to hospitals and some of the MaineCare reforms included in the bill.  That is the nature of bipartisan compromise and it is how the Maine Constitution envisioned the process to work when it required a two-thirds budget.


For all of its imperfections, let there be no mistake about it, this is not just another budget.  It is groundbreaking in many ways.  For the first time in decades the next biennial budget will be smaller than the one preceding it.  On my side of the aisle we pledged to include in the budget common sense solutions for the challenges confronting Maine, and this budget honors that pledge.  It protects the most vulnerable among us while at the same time it makes important progress in instituting structural reforms that put us on a path to a more affordable MaineCare program.  It institutes the hard-fought principle of bringing State government more in line with the private sector by requiring State employees, including legislators, to share in the cost of healthcare premiums.  It fulfills the commitment to honor our debt to Maine hospitals and it funds HealthInfoNet, the electronic medical records system that will improve healthcare for Maine people by providing quicker and more reliable information to our doctors and hospitals.  It will help keep our dairy and shellfish industries going.  It protects taxpayers by improving on the Governor's original plan in several important respects: preserving the standard deduction for Mainers who do not itemize, significantly restoring income tax indexing that would have been lost under the Governor's plan, somewhat softening the cut in revenue sharing to our municipalities, and reducing the cuts proposed by the Governor to the Circuit Breaker and Homestead programs.


We will all be watching the economy very closely, and State revenues very closely, in the coming months, recognizing that we may well have to revisit the budget.  All of us can take pride in the fact that the bill before us is an example of how the people's government should work.  In the face of staggering revenue losses and confronted with many difficult and painful choices, we have come together with a budget that is, on balance, a responsible and affordable spending plan that will move Maine toward a more secure and stronger financial future.  I hope you will join with me in supporting the pending motion.

THE PRESIDENT:  The Chair recognizes the Senator from Androscoggin, Senator Nutting.

Senator NUTTING:  Thank you, Madame President.  Ladies and gentlemen of the Senate, I rise, like the previous speakers, to support the pending motion.  My mother has always said that I am an eternal optimist and I'm doing so to honor the hours and hours of hard work that the Appropriations Committee members did.  I've got a couple of concerns with the budget, concerns about a couple of political appointee positions that committees of jurisdiction voted to eliminate that were put back in, but I'm an optimist.  I believe that subject is probably best looked at by this Commission going forward to try to find $30 million in structural changes.  Ohio has just recently looked at the upper level of their state government and made a huge amount of cuts and I'm hopeful that this Commission will do the same.  I'm pleased that it is the Appropriations Committee is going to be looking at this area.


A couple of you have mentioned the Maine Dairy Stabilization Tier Program.  I felt compelled in January to go to the Appropriations Committee and at least bring to their attention that if we didn't make changes to that program there would be a large hole created in our budget.  I've been roundly criticized by some in my industry for doing that, but I felt I needed to.  It was not right to make the hole even worse.  Since 2003 this program has given all farmers a shot of at a least staying in business during the ups and downs of milk pricing.  I remain very concerned, however, that what's in the budget funds $2 million or $3 million of profits for our very largest corporate farms, and in the rest of 2010 and 2011 I don't know if there are going to be funds enough to keep the small family farms going.  Again, I'm an optimist because in part of the budget is a Dairy Taskforce to look at this whole subject and how is the fairest way to proceed forward in the future with this program.  I'm very hopeful that the taskforce will look at all the issues and come forth with solutions that are fair to our taxpayers, to our consumers, to our General Fund, and to everyone in the dairy industry.


Again, I feel the Committee is to be commended for their work and the unanimous Committee Report in a very tough time.  I was here in the other Body in 1992 when we had a State shutdown, with tents out front, over cutting $1 billion from the State budget.  This has been handled altogether, from both parties, much more professionally than it was in 1992.  Thank you.

THE PRESIDENT:  The Chair recognizes the Senator from York, Senator Sullivan.

Senator SULLIVAN:  Thank you, Madame President.  Men and women of the Senate, I first rise to confess in front of this group that for the first time in 11 years I watched the closing of the budget.  I really was up for being able to say that I went to bed at four or whatever, but they disappointed me, it was around 1:30 in the morning.  I had given up Jay Leno and a couple of other things to watch the close of the budget.  It was an interesting experience, and I suspect somewhat different from the past.  No one was happy.  It was a unanimous budget but no one was celebrating, because for everyone in that room, I think, there was real pain.  I want to publicly thank the Senate Chair, both of our Senators working on it, and of course, the other Body’s members.


I believe my Committee of jurisdiction was heard.  We have improved the lives of veterans.  We have actually provided something that will bring real relief to our veterans, something that both sides of the aisle can agree on.  Our veterans have given us the right for us to stand here and talk today and speak about how we’re going to govern.  They’ve fought for that right and we have improved their lives through this budget.  We found a way to pay for it and it was through a tremendous amount of help from the Appropriations Committee that we were able to do that.  So there is good news in this budget.  You have to look very hard to find it, but there is good news.


I am extremely pleased with the amount of cooperation because I don’t like conflict.  I try to leave it.  I need to be away from it.  Even our caucuses have been resigned to the fact that we need to do things.  I am extremely pleased with what I’ve seen.  As a teacher I can’t help but think of Ben Franklin.  After working on our founding documents and how we would run this government, they had been enclosed in a darkened room, he went to the window and lifted the shade and he looked out and said, 'I do not know if this is a rising sun or a setting sun, but it is the sun.'  I don’t know if this budget, and what we’re facing, is a rising sun or a setting sun, but it was done right and it was done well.  I will be proud to cast my vote in favor of this budget.  With all its blemishes and warts, it still was done right by people who made difficult choices.  Thank you, Madame President.

THE PRESIDENT:  The Chair recognizes the Senator from Aroostook, Senator Sherman.

Senator SHERMAN:  Thank you, Madame President.  Ladies and gentlemen of the Senate, I’ll use that old refrain, I did not intend to get up and speak on this.  For a number of reasons, I originally was not going to vote for this budget.  I listened very carefully to our leadership on both sides, and especially the Senator from Lincoln, Senator Trahan.  There are things in this budget for us all.  I praise the Appropriations Committee for having more patience than probably warranted around the milk tier system.  At one time even the Senator from Cumberland, Senator Diamond, was looking a little askance, but he got in his convertible and drove off, so I guess he wasn’t too unhappy.


I would like to speak specifically, if I may, to the Appropriations people here.  What they did on the Maine Dairy Stabilization Tier Program may well have saved the dairy industry in the state of Maine.  If you look at some of the newspaper ads now, Pennsylvania had 7,500 dairy farms, but not anymore.  They’re looking at 1,500 to 2,000 disappearing in Pennsylvania.  The European Union, of all places, their dairy program is in severe difficulty.  I hope the Appropriations Committee members, along with the Task Force, can be proud of what they did and hopefully next January there will be some better resolution, if there is one to be found, on milk support pricing.  I really will vote for this budget even though I really hadn’t intended to.  The spirit of the moment maybe rises within you sometimes and I’ll lament in private.

THE PRESIDENT:  The Chair recognizes the Senator from Cumberland, Senator Brannigan.

Senator BRANNIGAN:  Thank you, Madame President.  Men and women of the Senate, I just needed to point out some errors with the statements made by the Senator to my left.  I was here during the time of the shutdown.  I was in this Body, so I probably understand better than he that the shutdown had nothing to do with the budget.  Our budget was put together before July 1st with chewing gum and scotch tape and things like that, but it was there.  It was together and we were ready to vote on it.  It was the whole issue of Workers’ Compensation that the budget was held up as a tool until, I believe, July 16th.  Also in thinking about that, he triggered some thoughts, of which I have occasionally, and that is we probably pioneered some of the issues that were before the Appropriations Committee and leadership this year.  We tried some things that they’re not doing, and probably not because they understand what happened.  We did other things.  One of the things we tried, and people were very unhappy about, was the push of pay to State workers.  Other things we did do, so maybe we helped in some way back then in those old, old days.


I appreciate what has been done, and I’ve never seen a budget go quite as smoothly.  I think it’s because everybody worked on this and everybody just swallowed what they had to swallow.  They did a great job, and we appreciate that.  Thank you.

THE PRESIDENT:  The Chair recognizes the Senator from Franklin, Senator Gooley.

Senator GOOLEY:  Thank you, Madame President.  Men and women of the Senate, I rise to say that I’m going to vote for the budget, too.  Two years ago I didn’t.  I didn't because of the school consolidation part in that budget.  This morning I was watching television and apparently around the county 90%of the economists say that the recession is going to end at the end of this year.  Well I don’t know.  I have a problem with economists now and it’s a long ongoing thing.  I’d just like to say something about the federal deficit.  The federal deficit is currently about $11 trillion, or maybe it’s $12 trillion now, I don’t know.  Inflation is fairly low right now, but two years from now it may be 10%.  That would not be a good thing because right now we have a China connection.  You know what I'm talking about.


I did want to zero in on stimulus money.  That is our money.  The part of using the stimulus monies for this budget to bail out MaineCare for the next three years and it does help out with the hospital settlements.  That’s very important to us also.  The hospital settlements are primarily Medicaid-related.  I think that two years from now we’ll be back in the hole once again, that’s my take on it.  We still have a government system in place which will come back to bite us once again.  As the Senator from Hancock, Senator Rosen, mentioned, there is a post-stimulus cliff we’ll have to deal with.


I certainly appreciate the work of the Appropriations Committee.  It was a difficult task.  This budget is truly a bipartisan effort and I thank all who worked on it and I intend to vote for it.  Thank you.

On motion by Senator DIAMOND of Cumberland, supported by a Division of one-fifth of the members present and voting, a Roll Call was ordered.

THE PRESIDENT:  The Chair recognizes the Senator from Aroostook, Senator Jackson.

Senator JACKSON:  Thank you, Madame President.  Ladies and gentlemen of the Senate, the last speaker made me think of something that I’d like to say.  I’m truly torn about rising in support or rising in opposition.  One thing I do know is that if I do vote in support, I don’t mean to offend anyone because I do know that Appropriations worked very hard on this.  I spent a lot of evenings there and I appreciate everything they’ve done.  As a common man, this is the first time that I’ve ever had to knowingly reach into men and women’s pockets to take money out, and that bothers me greatly.  I know that feeling, and when you have no other option, it’s just not a good feeling that anyone should have.  What I surmise from previous comments is that if we have another problem in two years I certainly hope that no one asks me to reach into pockets again.

THE PRESIDENT:  The Chair recognizes the Senator from Androscoggin, Senator Simpson.

Senator SIMPSON:  Thank you, Madame President.  Madame President, men and women of the Senate, I rise to support the pending motion but I want to say a few words to clarify.  Having spent eight years in the other Body, there was always a conversation about how a budget reflects one’s values.  In these hard times, this budget reflects reality.  Thousands of our fellow Mainers have lost their jobs.  My father was laid off in January.  He’s 73 years old and he wasn’t going to work for the fun of it.  He was going to work because he needs to.  Like thousands of other Maine families who have someone who’s not well, and they have expenses for healthcare, and many of the people who work for the State of Maine have those same kinds of issues, and we have taken some of their money and increased the cost to them in their daily lives.  I wouldn’t say it reflects our values, but it does reflect the reality of the situation.  We need to make hard choices and cuts that are affecting all Maine people.  So to my constituents who keep writing and asking, 'Why me?  Why are you balancing the budget on me?' we’re not just balancing the budget on you, it’s also on your neighbor, the child down the street, people with developmental disabilities, and the hospitals.  Everyone.  These are not happy times and it’s not a happy vote, but I will be supporting the pending motion and I applaud the Appropriations Committee for their hard work in these difficult times.  Thank you.

THE PRESIDENT:  The Chair recognizes the Senator from York, Senator Courtney.

Senator COURTNEY:  Thank you, Madame President.  Men and women of the Senate, I rise today in support of the pending motion.  The first thing I’d like to say to the other side of the Body is to make sure the Senator from Kennebec, Senator Marraché, pays up because I understand there was a little bet going on as to whether I would be supportive of this budget or not.  In all seriousness, from our side of the aisle, I don’t believe we’ve had to sell this budget to the members of our caucus.  It’s come from within our caucus.  This budget is half a billion dollars smaller than the previous budget.  For those of us who came up here and wanted to have smaller government, for the first time we’re going to be able to vote for a budget that’s smaller than the previous one.  Along the way though some of us have learned a lot from the Appropriations members and leadership on both sides of the aisle.  We’ve learned about the importance of precision and the importance of the impact of the decisions we make.  For this Senator, I don’t take any of those lightly.


Early on, as we were discussing how we were going to address this, some suggested that we lay some people off, as they do in the private sector.  That really wasn’t acceptable for us this time around because in this type of environment and this type of economy, it just didn’t seem like the caring thing to do.  Now I understand that there are those behind me that are very angry and disappointed about the difficult decisions about less pay, of cuts that were made, the furlough days, and I understand that.  At home, and that’s what we all have to remember, we have to remember where we came from, at home I drive down Main Street and I see stores closing.  I hear of my neighbors being laid off, and we have to think about how to address that.  What more can we ask them to do?  In many cases, they’ve already lost their job.  In my community of Sanford and the surrounding area, unemployment is 11%, and that’s in York County.


We made a collective decision that we would attempt to address the State employee issue, and their contribution to this deficit, without laying people off.  I think for the most part we did.  Even with the layoffs in the budget, by the time it’s enacted most of the positions will be possible to move around through attrition.  I think it’s been the caring, responsible thing to do at this time.  We have a lot more work to do.  We have the Commission, and through the Commission I hope that they lean heavily on the experiences of the front-line State employees when look for additional efficiencies.  Not so we have to lay people off, but through attrition we can make a more efficient State government.


We’ve also heard about how we’re raising taxes by not giving the local communities all the money we’ve always given them.  These are new times and we have to think outside of the box.  I know in many communities they are thinking outside of the box, some of the ones I represent.  I don’t know of any municipalities that are asking their employees to take a 4% or 5% pay cut.  In some cases there have been some reductions and layoffs.  I hope that going forward they will look at this gap, especially with regard to education.  I hope they will look at this opportunity to take some of this extra that’s flowing into the local communities with the stimulus money and look at how they can buy down some of their ongoing expenses because next year we start to drop off the cliff with funding.


While none of us are completely happy with this budget, it was done the right way.  I again want to commend the leadership, because we didn’t just draw a line in the sand and walk off.  We’d get grumpy once in awhile, but we didn't just walk away.  We just kept working.  Even if you have a difference, you can keep working and come up with a better outcome than either of us hoped for in the beginning.  Thank you, Madame President.

THE PRESIDENT:  The Chair recognizes the Senator from Kennebec, Senator Marraché.

Senator MARRACHÉ:  Thank you, Madame President.  Madame President, men and women of the Senate, I rise to say that I’ll be voting for this budget.  It’s not a budget I’m happy about, and I’ve been here in the House and in the Senate and have not been happy with many of them, but this is absolutely the worst budget I’ve seen.  I wanted to say that the work that was put into this was unbelievable, not just at the Committee level, and I want to thank all of the Appropriations Committee members for all the hard work.  Every single Committee in this building put a lot of time and effort into this, and they actually listened to us.  I don’t recall the Appropriations Committee really sending hard issues back out to work out on their own.  They let the committees of jurisdiction do the hard work and when they didn’t have a lot of time to send information back out, they sent their members out to our committees.  They were in Health and Human Services all the time asking us questions: 'What about this?, 'What about that?', 'Could you give a little more money here?', 'Could you give a little more money there?', 'What do you think about this?'  I’m sure it wasn’t just my committee, I’m sure it was others as well.  I appreciated that.  When it came down to the last wire, they were here day and night.  I think, actually, they were here for almost a solid month without a break.  Although I spent some of the nights with them, thankfully I didn’t have to stay the whole time.  They would actually call people in.  There were many of us members down there in the wee hours of the night giving our input and they actually listened to us at that point as well


I want to thank them for the hard work, and I want to thank everybody else in this Chamber for the hard work you put in.  I also want to talk about the people that aren’t here to press the buttons.  They put a lot of time and effort into it as well.  The people downstairs who had to put in hours and weekends of work to print these papers out and get it ready for us.  They were up all night answering all of our questions: 'What will happen here?', 'What will happen there?', 'Can you get this amendment written for us?'  So for the staff and all the workers that put in innumerable amounts of time and effort, I want to send my thanks out to them as well.  I will be voting for this budget, keeping in mind that a lot of effort on everybody’s part was put into it, and I appreciate that.  Thank you.

THE PRESIDENT:  The Chair recognizes the Senator from Piscataquis, Senator Smith.

Senator SMITH:  Thank you, Madame President.  Members of the Senate, I hesitate to rise and admit to you that I’m going to vote against this budget today.  I feel that in doing so that I owe the Body an explanation.  I want to also say as I begin, that I too appreciate the enormous amount of work that has gone into this budget.  It is clearly an improved product over what was introduced initially in this session, and that credit goes to the Appropriations Committee and the leadership who lead the effort on this.


As you may know, from day one I came to the Senate from an area of the state that is in desperate need of economic help and investment.  In Millinocket unemployment is 15%, Dover-Foxcroft is double digits, Greenville is double digits, and Hartland is double digits.   There’s only one way in which this is going to be improved over the years and that is to put Maine on a path of pro-growth economic policies.  Part of that is right-sizing the State government and putting us in a position where eventually the right pro-growth tax policies can be implemented.  Today we are confronted with a budget that is going to make it very difficult to reach any of those goals.  We are putting in place a budget that continues the same sized government.  To be sure it is a half a million dollars lower than the previous budget, and that does set us in the right direction, but I am not at all convinced that this budget is going to hold up over the two-year period.  It looks to me like it is going to suffer many of the disabilities of the previous budget and we will be back time and again to amend it because our economy is not going to perform.


It has been noted here today, that despite the fact that there is a broad consensus among economists that this national economy is going to begin to come out of the recession sometime later this year or in early 2010, that by a regional consensus of economists that was spoken about of this morning on 103.9, Maine and New England are going to lag behind and Maine’s going to lag seriously behind.  Charlie Colgan, a well-respected economist in this State, says that revenues are not going to rebound for three, four or five years out.  That is a reflection of Maine’s sluggish economy and the effect that the State government budget is having in retarding economic growth.  It pains me to see an improved product that I cannot vote for.  Today I believe that my district would ask that I not support this budget in the hopes that we can get to a day when I can.  I think that this budget is going to sentence Maine to a long, dark, and cold economic winter as we try to recover from a severe economic recession.  I would remind you that in 2000 there was a recession and in 2001 there was a slow recovery.  Maine’s recovery just barely took us out of recession.  Our GDP growth at the high point was about one-third of the national economic GDP.  That is not a very good performance and it is going to be much the same in this recovery.  That is why we’re not going to see revenues come back to earlier levels until well into the two thousand teens.


I know I will probably stand pretty much alone on this.  Again, I congratulate those who worked on this.  It is definitely an improved product, but in voting for this budget today, we are setting the next budgetary catastrophe out two years, the so-called cliff.  I would much rather see a glide path than a cliff.  I think that our economy is not going to recover at all by that time here in the state of Maine, and the hard times are going to afflict us once again two years out.  I think more could have been done to plan for that day.  I sat on the Appropriations Committee for four years of my life in a much earlier period, and I know how hard that work is.  I know how hard it is to deal with the emergency you face immediately and how difficult it is to look down field to an emergency that you’re creating, or perhaps is going to occur without you creating it, two years out.  This is my basic reason for voting against this.  I congratulate those who worked on this budget for the improvements that they’ve made and I certainly am pleased that the hospitals are being paid.  I do believe we need a glide path rather than a cliff.  I appreciate the opportunity to speak on this.  Thank you.

THE PRESIDENT:  The Chair recognizes the Senator from Cumberland, Senator Alfond.

Senator ALFOND:  Thank you, Madame President.  Ladies and gentlemen of the Senate, I too rise to support the pending motion.  I also want to thank the Appropriations Committee and all of the policy committees for all the hard work that they have done during this budget cycle.  Unlike many who have spoken, this is my first budget.  It’s been challenging, it’s been grueling, and, quite honestly, it hasn’t been fun.  Every Mainer will be touched by this budget, and every Mainer will be touched hard.  Yet there are some bright spots, and following the good Senator from Androscoggin who is an optimist, I too want to look at some of the bright spots, especially in education.  We’ve heard about the cuts.  They’re going to be grueling cuts, but there are also some major gaps in things we are doing with the stimulus funds to leverage the gaps that we have in education.  We are going to be starting an Educare center in Waterville, Maine.  Early education truly is going to have a model to look at for how to do early education better, smarter, and more efficiently.  We are providing funds for our first medical schools here in Maine.  I think this was also a major gap that has been missing, and it’s exciting to know that we are going to be providing tuition stipends for Maine medical school students and others.  We also have the laptop program.  This is something that I and others in my committee have cautiously said to municipalities across the state to beware of.  The laptop program will provide one-to-one access to every K-12 student across the state is something that is powerful.  It separates us from most states around the country, and it is something we should be proud of.  Finally, we all talk about the lack of opportunities for graduate students here in the state, and there’s also a piece around biomedical sciences at the University of Maine in this budget.  Again, this has not been an easy first budget for me and I think we have a lot of work ahead of us, but I’m glad to be supporting this budget in front of us.  Thank you.

THE PRESIDENT:  The pending question before the Senate is Enactment.  A Roll Call has been ordered.  Is the Senate ready for the question?

The Doorkeepers secured the Chamber.

The Secretary opened the vote.

ROLL CALL (#102)

YEAS:
Senators:
ALFOND, BARTLETT, BLISS, BOWMAN, BRANNIGAN, BRYANT, COURTNEY, CRAVEN, DAMON, DAVIS, DIAMOND, GERZOFSKY, GOODALL, GOOLEY, HASTINGS, HOBBINS, JACKSON, MARRACHE, MCCORMICK, MILLS, NUTTING, PERRY, PLOWMAN, RAYE, RECTOR, ROSEN, SCHNEIDER, SHERMAN, SIMPSON, SULLIVAN, TRAHAN, WESTON, THE PRESIDENT - ELIZABETH H. MITCHELL

NAYS:
Senators:
NASS, SMITH

This being a Mandate, in accordance with the provisions of Section 21 of Article IX of the Constitution, and having received the affirmative vote of 33 Members of the Senate, with 2 Senators having voted in the negative, and 33 being more than two-thirds of the entire elected Membership of the Senate, was PASSED TO BE ENACTED and having been signed by the President, was presented by the Secretary to the Governor for his approval.

_________________________________

All matters thus acted upon were ordered sent down forthwith for concurrence.

_________________________________

Senator SCHNEIDER of Penobscot was granted unanimous consent to address the Senate off the Record.

_________________________________

Senator DIAMOND of Cumberland was granted unanimous consent to address the Senate on the Record.

Senator DIAMOND:  Thank you, Madame President.  Men and women of the Senate, I just want to take a couple of seconds to thank everybody for their comments.  I really appreciate, and I know the Committee does as well, all of the thought and sincerity put into those comments today during the debate.  And for those on the opposite side, I respect their positions as well.  By design I did not mention this in my speech, but at this time I want to thank all of the people who have worked behind the scenes to make this possible.  The people who work every weekend that we don’t see because they’re downstairs on the second floor, Grant Penoyer and all of his team.  I was really pleased that the Senator from Hancock, Senator Rosen mentioned them.  I really want to take this moment to say thank you to everybody, all of those folks, who have worked so hard.  And to my coach here, who has been very helpful in her leadership, I thank her for that.  Thank you to Ryan Low, whenever we called, he and his staff would always be there.  At one point we met 19 days out of 20 and we were very appreciative for Mother’s Day, the one day we didn’t meet.  Everybody, thanks for all you’ve done, we really appreciate it.

_________________________________

On motion by Senator BARTLETT of Cumberland, ADJOURNED, to Thursday, May 28, 2009, at 10:00 in the morning.
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