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Midcoast Economic Development District
Corridor: Route 1 (Based on Gateway 1 findings)
Regional Priority Rank: 1

U.S. Rte. 1 is the most important highway serving the Midcoast 
Region. It is a principal arterial from Brunswick through Waldo-
boro and is part of the National Highway System.  A number of 
issues identified during Phase 1 of the Gateway 1 planning effort 
are common to multiple municipalities in the corridor.

Issues prominently identified by municipalities:
•	 Setting, visibly posting, and enforcing speed limits.
•	 Review speed limits in built-up sections of towns.
•	 Preserve capacity, image, aesthetics, and open space while 		
	 planning for the need to increase property tax base through 		
	 growth along Rte. 1.
•	 Traffic safety at identified intersections and along identified 	
	 segments of Rte. 1.
•	 The safety of pedestrians and bicyclists.
•	 The impact of multiple curb cuts from strip development 		
	 along Rte. 1.
•	 Communication between towns on land use decisions
	 affecting multiple municipalities.
•	 Resolving transportation issues that affect more than one 		
	 municipality.
•	 Noise and safety problems associated with truck traffic and 		
	 lack of alternate freight routes.
•	 Protect and strengthen the viability and character of
	 downtowns.
•	 Consider bus, rail, and multi-use path alternatives. 
•	 Promote under-used transportation facilities to help relieve 		
	 over-used facilities.
•	 Traffic congestion, where it:
               diverts traffic onto local residential or secondary roads,
               and affects several communities, as with the Wiscasset
	    bottleneck.
•	 Conflicts that arise as the result of:
               competing goals, e.g., safe, free-flowing traffic vs. quality
	    of life, communications and interactions between
               MaineDOT and communities and sometimes private
               developers when making design decisions for
               transportation or land use projects.
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Midcoast Economic Development District
Corridor: Route 24
Regional Priority Rank: 2

Rte. 24 serves as Brunswick’s Maine Street, and provides
important links north to Rtes. 1, I-295 and Topsham and Bath,
and links east and south including the Brunswick Naval Air
Station, Cooks Corner, Bath and Harpswell.

Transportation Objectives
•	 Consider a major rehabilitation or replacement of the Frank 	
	 Woods Bridge.
•	 Re-establish left turn onto Maine Street in Brunswick from 		
	 the Route 1 off-ramp.
•	 Improve the condition and safety of the rail crossing on 		
	 Maine Street, Brunswick.
•	 Improve the Maine Street/Bath Road intersection.
•	 Improve traffic flow on the Bath Road portion of Rte. 24.
•	 Explore ways of improving pedestrian and bicycle facilities 	
	 along the Bath Road portion of Rte. 24.
•	 Support transit service.
•	 Make improvements that will allow the sidewalk under the 		
	 rail crossing in Topsham to be widened.
•	 Support safe, inter-connected bike and pedestrian facilities in 	
	 Brunswick and Topsham.
•	 Consider ways of improving access to private land that is cut 	
	 off by the railroad in Topsham.

Land Use Objectives
•	 Slow traffic in downtown areas and improve mobility as
	 additional growth takes place.
•	 Improve pedestrian and bike facilities.
•	 Develop impact fee systems similar to Brunswick’s in other 	
	 communities to fund road improvements necessitated by 		
	 new development.

Economic Objectives
•	 Ensure mobility along Rte. 24 as well as safe access to
	 businesses and residences.
•	 Ensure that transportation improvements preserve the vitality 	
	 of downtown areas as important locations for civic, housing, 	
	 retail and commercial growth.
•	 Invest in track upgrades and safety improvements to support 	
	 passenger rail service between Portland and Brunswick as 		
	 well as Brunswick and Rockland.
•	 Provide for enhanced utility crossings along selected
	 sections of rail line.



Midcoast Economic Development District
Corridor: Route 196
Regional Priority Rank: 3

The Rte. 196 Corridor, including the Coastal Connector, serves a 
growing volume of through traffic. It is a major link between I-295 and 
Rte. 1, and between the Lewiston-Auburn area and Midcoast Maine.

Transportation Objectives
•	 Improve traffic flow on the Coastal Connector.
•	 Create long term solutions to the pedestrian/bike crossing 	
	 issue in Topsham.
•	 Create separate bike lane along Coastal Connector and 	
	 extend the bike lane out Rte. 196 to Lisbon.
•	 Consider partially reactivating the Rte. 201/I-295
            interchange to provide an entrance from Rte. 201 heading 	
	 south, and an exit to 201 north to divert traffic from the 	
	 Rte. 196/201 intersection.
•	 Consider widening Rte. 196 to a point west of the
            Interstate.
•	 Consider expanding the Coastal Connector to four lanes, to 	
	 handle growing traffic volumes.
•	 Resolve the ATV/snowmobile road crossing issue in
	 Topsham.
•	 Prepare a detailed planning study of the I-295/196 inter-	
	 change in Topsham.

Land Use Objectives
•	 Work with Topsham on steps the town can take to
	 accommodate growth while minimizing traffic impacts and 	
	 the need for costly road improvements.
•	 Plan for future land use near the I-295/Rte. 196 interchange
            in Topsham.

Economic Objectives
•	 Ensure that Rte. 196 continues to serve through traffic in an 	
	 efficient, timely manner.
•	 Ensure continued mobility as well as safe access to
	 businesses and residential areas in Topsham.
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The Rte. 196 Corridor, including the Coastal Connector, serves a 
growing volume of through traffic. It is a major link between I-295 and 
Rte. 1, and between the Lewiston-Auburn area and Midcoast Maine.
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Midcoast Economic Development District
Corridor: Route I-295
Regional Priority Rank: 4

I-295 is the only Interstate highway serving Sagadahoc County. It 
provides high speed access to Portland and points south as well as 
Augusta and points north. The towns of Brunswick, Topsham, Bow-
doinham and Richmond are served by interchanges.

Transportation Objectives
•	 Consider re-activating the Rte. 201/I-295 interchange to 	
	 divert southbound 201 traffic from the Rte. 196/201 inter-	
	 section.

Land Use Objectives
•	 Work with Richmond, Bowdoinham, Topsham and
	 Brunswick to develop master plans for I-295 interchanges 	
	 that balance transportation access with economic
	 development needs.
•	 Utilize land use planning to assist in permit review
	 processes for I-295 interchanges.

Economic Objectives
•	 Consider taking advantage of growth demands at inter-	
	 changes by leveraging impact fees on private developers to 	
	 improve corridors for future and sustainable economic 	
	 growth.
•	 Work with Brunswick to review possible changes at the 	
	 Exit 28 ramp to better accommodate the economic needs of 	
	 the community.



Midcoast Economic Development District
Corridor: Route 27
Regional Priority Rank: 5

The Midcoast portion of the Rte. 27 corridor begins in Boothbay 
Harbor and extends through Dresden to the Gardiner/Augusta 
area.  This corridor provides north/south linkages to the five
communities through which it passes, as well as access to
Rte. 1 and major employment centers along Rte. 1 and outside 
the MCEDD region.  

Transportation Objectives
•           Corridor-Wide: Consider installing uniform directional and
             informational signs. Encourage all communities along the
             corridor to enact impact fees to fund traffic improvements.
•          Wiscasset: Improve the Rte. 27/1 intersection.
•           Edgecomb: Consider safety improvements for left-turning 
            Rte. 27 traffic. Evaluate traffic safety at other intersections
            and work with local officials to make improvements as 
            necessary.
•           Boothbay: Evaluate and implement traffic, safety and
            pedestrian improvements for Railroad Village and
            Boothbay Common areas.
•           Boothbay Harbor: Evaluate and implement traffic, safety
             and pedestrian improvements in the “Meadow”.

Land Use Objectives
•	 Continue Rte. 27 corridor planning efforts.
•	 Encourage communities to locate commercial growth areas 		
	 away from Rte. 27.
•	 Develop consistent and effective access management plans 		
	 that include provisions for common points of access, shared 	
	 parking, landscaping requirements, and large frontages.
•	 Continue to work with Rte. 27 communities on
	 providing pedestrian and bike facilities as well as cross		
	 walks in village areas.

Economic Objectives
•	 Ensure mobility and safe access to businesses and
	 residences are maintained along Rte. 27.
•	 View mobility along Rte. 27 as being essential for the
	 future economic vitality of the area; and reduce growth 		
	 impacts, such as strip commercial development, that limit
	 mobility.
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Midcoast Economic Development District
Corridor: Route 32
Regional Priority Rank: 6

The Rte. 32 Corridor provides an important link between eastern 
Lincoln County, including Waldoboro and nearby communities, to 
Rte. 17 and the Augusta area.  Although it is not an arterial, it is an 
important corridor for citizens in this part of the state.

Transportation Objectives
•	 Improve road conditions and mobility between Rtes. 1
	 and 17.

Land Use Objectives
•	 Locate commercial growth areas away from Rte. 32.
•	 Develop consistent and effective access management plans 	
	 that include provisions for common points of access, 	
	 shared parking, landscaping requirements and large
	 frontages.

Economic Objectives
•	 Ensure that mobility and safe access to businesses and
	 residences are maintained along Route 32.
•	 View mobility along Rte. 32 as being essential for the 	
	 future economic vitality of the area; and reduce growth
	 impacts, such as strip commercial development, that limit 	
	 mobility.



Midcoast Maine Economic Development District
Recommended Policy and Planning Initiatives and Capital Investments

The Midcoast Maine Economic Development District is comprised of two regional councils - the Mid-
coast Council for Business Development and Planning (MCBDP) and the Lincoln County Planning
Commission (LCPC). Regional transportation needs for policy and planning initiatives and capital 
investments are as noted below. They are listed in priority order as determined by the regional councils 
based on the Modified TELUS scoring model provided by MaineDOT.

The following initiatives and investments were identified as being regionally significant and transcend 
all of the corridor-specific initiatives.

Region Wide Investments

Policy Initiatives
	 1. Increase weight limits on Interstate 95 north of the terminus of the Maine Turnpike in
                Augusta - Working with local, state and federal groups, agencies, and the delegation, the
                region will work to increase the weight limits on Interstate 95 from 80,000 to 100,000 
                pounds.

Planning Initiatives
	 1. Complete Gateway 1 Planning Study

Capital Investments
	 1. Improve freight access - The Route 32 and the Wiscasset-Route 144 Pineland Zones are 	
	     located immediately adjacent to the Rockland Branch tracks. Historically, businesses on 	
	     the property shipped products by rail and it is hoped to recruit similar businesses in the 	
	     future. Critical to improved freight access in Wiscasset is the relocation of Route 144. 		
	     Route 144 in its current location prevents expansion of the Wiscasset Airport, effectively 	
	     preventing significant future air freight traffic. In addition, Route 144’s alignment is
	     considered an impediment to full development of the Maine Yankee Pineland Zone.
	 2. Wiscasset passenger rail station - MaineDOT has previously recommended a passenger rail 	
	     station in Wiscasset in the general vicinity of the Pineland Zone and Route 144. Relocation 	
	     of Route 144 as described above would enhance tourist and commuter access to the
	     passenger rail station.
	 3. Corridor-wide on- and off-road bicycle facilities - Many tourists bring bicycles with them 	
	     when they vacation in the mid-coast. In addition, there are numerous schools on or in the 	
	     immediate vicinity of Routes 27 and 32. In most instances, bicyclists must use 1-2 foot 	
	     shoulders or share travel lanes with high volumes of passenger vehicles and trucks. New 	
	     on- and off-road bicycle facilities would not only improve the safety of bicyclists but also 	
	     serve as an attraction for tourists while reducing overall vehicle use.
	 4. Waldoboro passenger rail station - A rail station in Waldoboro in the general vicinity of 	
	     Moody’s Diner could serve as a destination for tourists and improve potential ridership on 	
	     the Rockland Branch. With the addition of surface parking, it could also serve commuters 	
	     and day-trippers.
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The following policy and planning initiatives and capital investments are provided in priority order 
for each of the six Corridors of Regional Economic Significance for Transportation that have been 
defined by the MCBDP and LCPC.

Priority Corridor No. 1: Route 1 (Based on Gateway 1 Findings)

Policy Initiatives
	 None Identified

Planning Initiatives
	 1. MaineDOT Gateway 1 Strategic Corridor Preservation Planning Study - ongoing study 
                with public and municipal participation, and funding of recommendations that are
 	     mutually agreed upon by municipalities, federal officials and MaineDOT.

Capital Investments
	 1. Rockland Branch Railroad upgrades and improvements - rail line, fencing, grade crossing 	
	     gates, signs and signals in Rockland, Thomaston and Warren.

Priority Corridor No. 2: Route 24

Policy Initiatives
	 None Identified

Planning Initiatives
	 1. Improve BNAS Access - The Governor’s Advisory Committee on the Brunswick Naval 	
	     Air Station is dealing with a broad array of issues related to the future of this facility. The 	
	     Transportation Subcommittee has developed recommendations to improve highway
	     access, develop a direct rail link, and address traffic flow in the immediate region. The 		
	     improvements would enhance the development potential of BNAS and the greater
	     Midcoast region.
	 2. Undertake a Town-Wide Traffic Analysis in Brunswick - Because of growing traffic
	     volumes, there is a need for a town-wide traffic analysis in Brunswick that would include 	
	     an analysis and review of traffic patterns, congestion areas and problem accident locations, 	
	     and strategies for traffic improvements.

Capital Investments
	 1. Establish Multimodal Transportation Center in Brunswick - The town of Brunswick is
                working to establish a multimodal center on town-owned land (Maine Street Station) off 	
	     Maine Street adjacent to the railroad line through Brunswick near downtown. The center 	
	     would include a passenger rail station on the site as well as a multimodal facility.
	 2. Improve Route 24 Mobility and Safety in Brunswick - There is a need to improve traffic 	
	     flow and safety on Route 24 from Route 1 through downtown Brunswick to Cooks Corner. 	
	     Possible improvements include a left turn lane from Route 1 to Maine Street, improve-		
	     ments to the Maine Street/Bath Road intersection, and a reconfiguration of traffic lanes (or 	
	     additional lanes) near Cooks Corner and synchronization of traffic lights. These improve-	
	     ments would be aimed at reducing traffic back-ups and congestion.



	 3. Establish Transit Service in Brunswick - The town of Brunswick is working to establish a 	
	     transit service in Brunswick to address the unmet need for a public transportation system.
	 4. Undertake Route 24 Repairs in Bowdoinham - The town of Bowdoinham would like to 	
	     see improvements on River Road (Route 24) from the intersection of Browns Point Road 	
	     northerly approximately 6 miles.
	 5. Address Bike/Pedestrian Mobility and Safety - There is a need to improve bicycle and 		
	     pedestrian safety along Route 24. Possible improvements include reconfiguring traffic 		
	     lanes so the bike lane near BNAS is no longer squeezed out, improving the unsafe 		
	     sidewalk under the railroad overpass in Topsham, extending the bikeway from Merry-
	     meeting Bridge into Topsham between the river and Elm Street, in accordance with the 	
	     town’s feasibility study, and improving sidewalks in Richmond.

Priority Corridor No. 3: Route 196

Policy Initiatives
	 None Identified

Planning Initiatives
	 1. Prepare a detailed planning study of the Route 196/I-295 interchange - Study options 
                might include widening and splitting the overpass for the two directions of travel, and/or
                adding a left turn lane.

Capital Investments
	 1. Improve Route 196 Mobility and Safety - There is a need to improve traffic flow and
                safety along the entire Route 196 corridor in Topsham. Growing traffic volumes and
                turning movements have created congestion, especially at the intersection of Routes 196
                and 201, along the Coastal Connector and along the section of Route 196 just west of
                I-295. Growing congestion coincides with increased traffic on Main Street. Traffic signals
	     between I-295 and the Merrymeeting Bridge are not well integrated and may contribute to 	
	     congestion. Possible improvements include reactivating the Route 295/201 interchange to
	     reduce congestion at the Route 196/201 intersection, improving signalization, and adding 	
	     travel lanes, especially along that portion of the Coastal Connector that is currently limited 	
	     to two lanes.
	 2. Address Bike/Pedestrian Mobility and Safety - There is a need to improve bicycle and
	     pedestrian safety along Route 196. There is currently a bike lane along Route 196 and the 	
	     Coastal Connector, but growing traffic volumes raise safety concerns and prevent
                widespread use. Pedestrian crossing of Route 196 is an ongoing safety issue, especially at
                the Rte. 196/201 intersection. Topsham’s middle and high schools lie north of Route 196,
                but most of the students live south of it. Possible improvements include a separate bike
                lane along the Coastal Connector, and safer pedestrian crossings.
	 3. Provide access to land that is cut off by the railroad - The land between the Coastal
	     Connector and the railroad is currently cut from access to public roads.
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Priority Corridor No. 4: Route I-295

Policy Initiatives
	 1. Increase Interstate Weight Limits

Planning Initiatives
	 None Identified

Capital Investments
	 1. Add Park and Ride Facilities at Strategic Locations - One possible location would be at the 	
	     I-295/197 interchange. This would provide car pool options for people in the Richmond 	
	     area, thus providing greater access to jobs and reducing traffic and congestion.

Priority Corridor No. 5: Route 27

Policy Initiatives
	 None Identified

Planning Initiatives
	 None Identified

Capital Investments
	 1. Route 1/Route 27 intersection (Wiscasset) - Wiscasset serves as the County Seat and the 	
	     County Building is almost directly across the highway from this intersection. During many 	
	     periods in the summer, this intersection fails due to volume and backups on Route 1. In
	     addition, the Wiscasset Police and Fire Departments are located immediately adjacent to 	
	     the intersection and they have great difficulty accessing Route 27 due to intersection
	     congestion. Both highways are arterials and carry significant truck traffic. Potential
	     solutions include installation of a roundabout or signalization.
	 2. Boothbay Commons intersection improvements - Five local roads converge with Route 27	
	     and with each other in Boothbay village. Route 27 is a major tourist route and there is
 	     significant pedestrian crossroad traffic because the highway separates the town’s commons 	
	     and village retail area from the post office and town office. There are many times during 	
	     the summer when the roads entering Route 27 operate at service level F. The Route 27 		
	     Committee issued a report several years ago that recommended a roundabout to improve 	
	     traffic safety and flow.
	 3. Boothbay-Edgecomb Route 27 intersection improvements - Most of the intersections of
	     local roads with Route 27 in Edgecomb and Boothbay are skewed or elevated, resulting in 	
	     significant safety concerns, including poor sight distance.
	 4. Boothbay Harbor Meadow Area - Route 27 between Boothbay Commons and Route 96
	     carries very heavy tourist and local-delivery-truck traffic. The lack of turning lanes and		
	     excessive curb cuts creates safety concerns. In addition, there is a significant amount of 	
	     crossroad pedestrian traffic due to the presence of the high school and the St. Andrews
	     Village retirement complex. The Route 27 Committee recommended landscaped medians	
	     with turning lanes, improved pedestrian crossings and elimination of duplicative curb cuts.



Priority Corridor No. 6: Route 32

Policy Initiatives
	 None Identified

Planning Initiatives
            None Identified

Capital Investments
	 1. Route 32 Improvements - Route 32 is the principal north-south connection between nine 	
	     Lincoln County communities and Route 17/Augusta. It is also an important route for
	     tourists traveling to the mid-coast. The highway connects five village areas and is used by 	
	     bicyclists and pedestrians. It also serves as the only access to a Pine Tree Zone. The
                existing condition of the travel surface, shoulders and drainage facilities represent 
                significant safety concerns, especially during inclement weather, and discourage use by 
                tourists, trucks, commuters, pedestrians and bicyclists.
	 2. Route 32/1 Intersection Improvements - Route 32 is the principal access to the easterly
                side of the Bristol peninsula and, as noted above, is an important connector to Route 17
                and Augusta. The intersection of Routes 32 and 1 is skewed, creating safety concerns. In
	     addition, it provides inadequate protection for pedestrians, including schoolchildren
	     walking to the nearby elementary school.
	 3. Route 32 Bridge replacements - Several bridges on Route 32, including Hoch Brook, are in 	
	     poor condition and require replacement. These bridges are narrow, discourage pedestrians 	
	     and bicyclists and contribute to stream sedimentation. Their replacement may be necessary 	
	     if the highest priority project in Lincoln County, the reconstruction of Route 32, is to be 	
	     realized.
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