
Bat Detectors

This metal box is placed high in the trees and is designed to detect the 
high frequency noise made by the Northern Long-Eared Bat (NLEB). This 
once-common bat was listed as a “threatened species” by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service in 2015. The spread of a disease known as “White 
Nose Syndrome” has caused the sharp decline of this bat species. White 
Nose Syndrome is only a threat to bats, not people or other animals.

MaineDOT avoids impacts to endangered species when building 
transportation projects. This bat detector is part of a larger “acoustic 
survey” to help us determine the locations of the Northern Long-Eared 
Bat across the state. Knowing the locations of these bats will help us 
minimize their disruption during transportation construction activity.

The “acoustic survey” takes a few days, depending on weather and 
temperatures so the bat detector isn’t there for long. These bat 
detectors do not pick up audible sounds like human voices. We only 
conduct the surveys between May 15th and August 15th. 
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