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Background:

There has been much discussion regarding the Design Speed for Projects, which is a Controlling Criteria.  Specifically, the appropriate speed to use for the design speed for varying scoped projects.
In section 3-4 SPEED, the HDG states that “In addition, for new construction/reconstruction projects, the selected design speed should equal or exceed the anticipated posted/ regulatory speed limit of the facility after construction.”  In section 11-3.03 Design Speed, the HDG states that “In most cases, the existing posted speed limit, as measured over a significant length of the highway, will be acceptable as the minimum design speed on rehabilitation projects.”
During the design of a project it has become clear that there can be differing sources of information regarding speed zones and posted speeds.
Applicability:

This policy applies to all design projects.

Policy:

This policy will outline the Departments direction regarding Design Speed.

Design Speed for all projects will be based on the actual posted speed of a highway as verified by a field inspection and/or survey information and confirmed by the Region Traffic Engineer.
If there is no posted speed information available on the project then the designer will verify the posted speed according to the Speed Zone Report, available on the MaineDOT Intranet with confirmation from the Region Traffic Engineer.
Responsibility:
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