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APPLICATION FOR A NATURAL RESOURCES PROTECTION ACT PERMIT 
1. Name of  
    Applicant: 

Maine Department of Transportation
 

4. Name of Agent: 
    (if applicable) 

 
 

 

2. Applicant's 
    Mailing Address:  

16 State House Station 
Augusta, Maine 04333-0016 
 

5. Agent's  
    Mailing Address: 

 

3. Applicant's 
    Daytime Phone #: 

207-592-0921  
Benjamin Condon 
Highway/Bridge Team Leader 

6. Agent's Daytime 
    Phone #: 

 

7. Location of Project: 
    (Nearest Road, Street, 
Rt.#) 

 
Please see attachment 1 

8. Town:  
Please see 
attachment 1 

9. County:  
Please see 
attachment 1 

11. Name of Resource: Please see attachment 1 

Fill:  Est. Individual Permit Impacts 20,000 

10. Type of  
  Resource: 
(Check all that apply) 
 

 ⌧ River, stream or brook 
 ⌧ Great Pond 
 ⌧ Coastal Wetland  
 ⌧ Freshwater Wetland 
 ⌧ Wetland Special 
Significance 
 � Significant Wildlife Habitat 
 � Fragile Mountain  

12. Amount of Impact 
     (Sq.Ft.): Dredging/Veg Removal/Other: 

13. Type of 
Freshwater 
Wetland: 
(Check all that apply) 

 ⌧ Forested 
 ⌧ Scrub Shrub 
 ⌧ Emergent 
 � Wet Meadow 

FOR FRESHWATER  

 

Tier 1 

    WETLANDS: 
 

Tier 2/3 

  � Peatland 
 � Open Water 
 � Other__________ 

 �  0 - 4,999 sq. ft. 
 �  5,000 – 9,999 sq. ft. 
 � 10,000 – 14,999 sq. ft. 

 � 15,000 – 19,999 sq. ft. 
 ⌧ 20,000 – 43,560 sq. ft. 
 � > 43,560 sq. ft. 

14. Brief Project 
Description: 

Various bridge projects consisting of maintenance, rehabilitation, removal and replacement.  Please 
see attached spreadsheet which outlines project scope and resource impacts. 

15. Size of Lot or Parcel: 
� square feet, or           � acres 

16. Title, Right or Interest: 
 ⌧ own  � lease       � purchase option       � written agreement 

17. Deed Reference Numbers: Book#: Page: 18. Map and Lot Numbers: Map #: Lot #: 

19. DEP Staff Previously 
     Contacted:  

Danielle Obery 20. Part of a larger project:  �  Yes 
 ⌧   No 

After-the-
Fact: 

 �  Yes 
 ⌧   No 

21.  Resubmission 
      of Application? 

� Yes
Î 
⌧ No 

 If yes,  previous 
 application # 

 Previous project       
 manager: 

 

22.  Written Notice of 
       Violation? 

 � Yes 
Î 
 ⌧ No 

 If yes, name of DEP 
enforcement staff involved: 

  23. Previous Wetland
       Alteration: 

 �  Yes 
 �   No 

24. Detailed Directions  
      to the Project Site: 

Site location maps for each individual project can be found within the permit application. 

25.                       TIER 1 TIER 2/3 AND INDIVIDUAL PERMITS 
�  Fee 
�  Topographic Map 
�  Documentation of Title, Right or Interest 
�  Plan or Drawing (8 1/2” x 11”) 
�  Photos of Area 
�  Statement of Avoidance & Minimization 
�  Statement/Copy of cover letter to Maine 
Historic Preservation Commission 
�  Copy to municipality 

�  Fee 
⌧  Topographic Map 
⌧  Photos of Area 
�  Plan or Drawing (8 1/2” x 11”) 
⌧  Copy of Public Notice  
�  Professional 
Certification/Delineation 
⌧  MaineDOT Erosion Control 
statement  
 

⌧  Alternatives Analysis, if required 
⌧  Description of Avoidance & Minimization 
�  Compensation Plan (if required) 
�  Description of Previously Mined Peatland (if 
      required) 
⌧  Copy of MOA with Maine 
      Historic Preservation Commission 
�  Construction Plan, if required 
⌧  Copy posted to MaineDOT Website for public 
review and comment. 

26. FEES, Amount Enclosed: To Be Paid By Internal Billing 
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MaineDOT 4 Year Bridge Plan 
  
Exhibit 1:  Project Description and Need 

 
Within the next four years, the Maine Department of Transportation (MaineDOT) will 

perform a wide range of activities to over 300 bridges in Maine ranging from maintenance, 
rehabilitation, to removal and replacement.  MaineDOT’s ambitious agenda is the product of 
Public Law, Chapter 647, the 123rd Maine State Legislature’s “An Act To Keep Bridges Safe and 
Roads Passable”, which is a direct result of a document entitled “Keeping our Bridges Safe”, 
(Appendix A) a report on Maine’s bridge inspection and improvements program dated November 
26, 2007.   The report listed critical bridges that need immediate attention to ensure public safety 
and protect the economic vitality of Maine’s transportation network.  The Legislature’s efforts are 
a direct result of this report.  Under PL 647 (Appendix B), MaineDOT is required to allocate 160 
million dollars in taxpayer funded bonds within 4 years of June 2009. 

 
Exhibit 2:  Resource Assessment, Agency Correspondence, Maps and Photos 

 
In an effort to meet the aggressive schedule set by the Legislature and expedite the review 

processes associated with the bridge projects, MaineDOT screened over 300 bridges and 
determined that a significant number of the proposed activities do not require State and/or Federal 
permits based on scope of work.  The remaining list was still large, so to further simplify the review 
process the projects have been divided into two phases, Phase 1 (2010-2011), which will be covered 
by this application, and Phase 2 (2012-2013), which will be submitted sometime in early 2011.  A 
condensed review process for a large number of projects is necessary given the critical need for this 
work to occur.   A memorandum of agreement dated Feb. 2009 between MaineDEP and MaineDOT 
created an umbrella style of permitting many projects under a single application.  Phase 1 projects 
with maps and photos can be viewed in Attachment 1.   

 
In cooperation with state and federal regulatory and natural resource agencies, MaineDOT 

has spent the last 7 months gathering and sharing information at the monthly Interagency Meetings 
held at MaineDOT, via e-mails and through a series of agency to agency meetings with a goal of 
having all reviews completed and permits in place by the beginning of May, 2009.  MaineDOT has 
done its best to note and incorporate the various agencies comments and concerns, including the 
documentation of preferred in-water/in-stream work timeframes in which our construction 
activities could occur, especially with regard to the proposed expansion of the Atlantic Salmon 
Distinct Population Segment (DPS) and Critical Habitat (CH) under a pending modification to 
Section 7 of the federal Endangered Species Act.  MaineDOT intends to honor all in-water work 
windows, but as with all projects there are unforeseen circumstances.  In addition given the limited 
number of contractors capable of completing this work and the large number of projects, 
MaineDOT’s ability to comply all within a restrictive window is nonexistent.  As a result, these 
projects will be designed and will be constructed to have the minimum resource disturbance 
possible.  In the event that an in-water work window must be modified, MaineDOT asks that a 
special condition be included in the permit that allows for the change without having to formally 
modify the permit.  This could be done by stipulating that MaineDOT provide the permitting 
agencies with approving correspondence from each of the State and Federal Fishery Agencies that 
imposed a work window.  

 
Exhibit 3:  Alternative Analysis and Avoidance & Minimization Efforts 

 
MaineDOT has avoided and minimized impacts by applying its “Waterway and Wildlife 

Crossing Policy and Design Guide-July 2008”.  Given the critical condition of these bridges, there is 
no practicable alternative for the proposed projects as identified in the document entitled “Keeping 
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Our Bridges Safe”.    Every project was discussed individually with emphasis placed on aquatic 
organism and wildlife passage and limiting impacts.  To start, our first efforts were to ensure that 
all projects fall under the Natural Resources Protection Act, Permit By Rule Standards (Chapter 
305) if at all possible.  Other efforts included, but were not limited to:  constructing new abutments 
behind existing abutments then removing the old abutments to increase the bank full width of the 
waterway when possible; when a need is identified on rehabilitated structures, weirs (See 
attachment 2) are used to pass aquatic organisms and in some cases pipes and/or box culverts are 
removed and a larger structure are put in like bridge spans or arches with a natural bottom.  
MaineDOT is also proposing removal of some redundant or archaic bridges.   

 
Exhibit 4:  Plans 

MaineDOT does not have plans for these project, but a construction detail has been 
provided in Attachment 3.  Of the projects being reviewed in this application, there are four design-
build projects, which are projects that will be designed and built by the contractor simultaneously.  
Information regarding impacts for each of these projects can be found within Attachment 1, with 
the exception of South Portland Memorial Bridge # 3945.  Due to the magnitude of this bridge and 
associated issues, we are considering various options and are asking that a condition be placed in 
the permit for this bridge that allows for a short review period by the regulatory agencies prior to 
the project being constructed.  As a courtesy, MaineDOT would like to be consulted on this review 
language prior to it being placed into the permit.  Because of the way contracts are written, 
additional regulatory review timeframes can be very costly in these situations.   

MaineDOT also formally requests that we be given an opportunity to review the draft 
permit prior to the Commissioner’s signature. 
 
Note: Specific project plans are not being provided as part of this application, but anticipated impacts 
from construction activities, both permanent and temporary, can be found in Attachment 3.   Most of 
the projects presented in this application fall under MaineDEP Permit by Rule standard, which do not 
require plan submittals.  Upon request, plans can be provided on a project specific basis as available. 

 
Exhibit 5: Construction Schedule 

 
These projects will be advertised and constructed at various times over the next two years 

starting in early May 2009.  A spreadsheet (Attachment 4) has been developed to track projects that 
are being reviewed, permitted and constructed under this application.  This spreadsheet can be 
updated and sent out to the permitting agencies on monthly bases to provide current information 
on of a project status and construction timing.  

 
Exhibit 6:  Erosion Control Plan 
  

 
All MaineDOT construction project contracts are in required to be in accordance with the 

most recent version of the MaineDOT Standard Specifications.  A Special Provision 656 – 
Temporary Soil Erosion and Water Pollution Control is included in each contract and it requires the 
contractor to prepare and submit a Soil Erosion and Water Pollution Control Plan (SEWPCP) that 
is approved by the Department and fully enforced as a contractual agreement. This SEWPCP is 
prepared and preformed in accordance with the most recent version of the MaineDOT Best 
Management Practices for Erosion and Sedimentation Control (BMP Manual).  Section IID, 
Guidance for Sensitive Water Bodies, of the BMP Manual specifies under what conditions a project 
will be designated as a Sensitive Project. Criteria include: state or federal designation of the water 
bodies; project scope of work; proximity of the project to the water body; etc. A representative of 
the MaineDOT Surface Water Quality Unit is assigned to all construction projects and will evaluate 
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each project and provide a contract Special Provision to specify what additional requirements need 
to be addressed in the SEWPCP. 
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Exhibit 5: Notice of Intent to File 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE: 
NOTICE OF INTENT TO FILE 

 
 
Please take notice that: 
Maine Department of Transportation 
State House 16 
Augusta, Maine 04333 
207-624-3100  
 
is intending to file a Natural Resources Protection Act permit application with the Maine 
Department of Environmental Protection pursuant to the provisions of 38 M.R.S.A. §§ 480-A 
through 480-GG on or about the first week of February 9, 2009 
 
The application is for the maintenance, restoration, replacement and removal of bridges 
throughout the State of Maine.  Bridge projects will take place in the following locations 
sometime within the next couple of years: 
 

Androscoggin 
County 

Aroostook 
County 

Cumberland 
County 

Franklin 
County 

Hancock 
County 

Kennebec 
County Knox County 

Oxford 
County 

Auburn Easton Cumberland Farmington Mt. Desert Augusta South Thomaston Fryeburg 

  Island Falls Falmouth New Sharon   Monmouth   Mexico 

  Oakfield Pownal     Winslow     

  Weston South Portland           

    Westbrook           

                

Penobscot 
County 

Piscataquis 
County 

Sagadahoc 
County 

Somerset 
County 

Waldo 
County 

Washington 
County York County   

Bangor 
Ebeemee (T5 R9 
NWP) Topsham Canaan Monroe Princeton Acton   

Bradley   Woolwich Embden Winterport Whitneyville Alfred   

Carmel     Norridgewock     Lyman   

Charleston     Skowhegan     South Berwick   

Enfield           York   

Howland               

Lincoln               

Newport               

Prentiss TWP               
 (activity location) 

A request for a public hearing or a request that the Board of Environmental assume jurisdiction 
over this application must be received by the Department, in writing, no later than 20 days after 
the application is found by the Department to be complete and is accepted for processing.  A 
public hearing may or may not be held at the discretion of the Commissioner or Board of 
Environmental Protection.  Public comment on the application will be accepted throughout the 
processing of the application. 
 
For Federally licensed, permitted, or funded activities in the Coastal Zone, review of this 
application shall also constitute the State's consistency review in accordance with the Maine 
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Coastal Program pursuant to Section 307 of the federal Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 
U.S.C. §1456.  (Delete if not applicable.) 
 
The application will be filed for public inspection at the Department of Environmental 
Protection's office in Augusta during normal working hours.  A copy of the application may also 
be viewed on MaineDOT’s website by visiting the following link: 
http://www.maine.gov/mdot/interagency-meetings/interagency-meetings.php 
 
Written public comments may be sent to the Department of Environmental Protection, Bureau of 
Land and Water Quality, 17 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333-0017.
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Exhibit 6: Section 106 Information (SHPO Concurrence) 

(See Attachment 5) 


