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April 4, 2016 
 
The Honorable Anthony Foxx 
Secretary of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC  20590 
 
Dear Secretary Foxx: 
 
On behalf of the Greater Portland Council of Governments (GPCOG), I am writing to express our 
support for MaineDOT’s application to the FASTLANE program for funding for the Maine Intermodal 
Port Productivity Project (MIPPP).   
 
GPCOG is the regional planning agency serving 26 cities and towns in Greater Portland and the Sebago 
Lakes region.  As a Federally designated Economic Development District, one of our core 
responsibilities is the creation of a Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) for the 
region.  Our strategy, developed from 2011 to 2013, prioritizes agriculture and fisheries as the region’s 
top clusters. One of the high priority projects in our current CEDS is to “Increase access of Maine 
products to global markets,” including improvements at the International Marine Terminal.  For 
reference, please see www.gpcog.org/economic-comm-development/gpcog-economic-dev-district/. 
 
On May 28, 2014, the White House designated the Greater Portland Sustainable Food Production 
Cluster, led by GPCOG, as one of the nation’s 12 Manufacturing Communities.  One of our IMCP goals is 
to “increase Maine’s global food exports by 25%.”  Full implementation of our IMCP strategic plan, as 
advanced by this project, will generate over $400 million to the state’s economy.   
www.gpcog.org/economic-comm-development/investing-in-manufacturing-communities-partnership/ 
 
Since they began operating the terminal in 2009, we have been extremely impressed with the Maine 
Port Authority’s efforts to reposition the Port of Portland as the gateway to the North Atlantic.  
Furthermore, the FASTLANE application builds on the State’s recent investment to connect the port 
with the national rail system. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this important initiative so vital to the economic prosperity of 
Maine and the United States. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Neal W. Allen 
Executive Director 
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