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Get off to a good start… 
 

 Have students use 
AppleWorks draw to make 
name cards for their laptop 
cases. 

 Work with students now to 
create a file structure for 
saving their work 
throughout the year. If 
students are taught to 
organize their work early 
on, they can easily select 
and organize work for an 
electronic portfolio later. 

 Establish file naming 
conventions for your 
students so all files are 
named in a way that is 
unique and makes sense. 
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Year Four! 
 
Believe it or not we are starting year four of the Maine 
Learning Technology Initiative and the third year of MLTI 
Update. This newsletter is published monthly during the 
school year and distributed by email to all MLTI schools.  It 
also can be downloaded from the state MLTI web site or 
from MaineLearns.  Speaking of MaineLearns… 
 
 

MaineLearns Makeover 

 
If you’ve visited MaineLearns recently you probably noticed a few 
changes. Our new MaineLearns site gives us more flexibility in how we 
organize and present content. 
 The navigation bar on the left of each page now has flexible 
categories that can be changed as our needs change and subcategories 
that can be collapsed or expanded by the viewer. We also have the 
ability now to add multiple images, in a slide show format, to each 
story. 
 The most exciting change may 
be the addition of an RSS feed that 
readers can subscribe to.  An RSS feed 
allows you to see what’s new on a site 
without actually visiting it.  To use this 
feature you will need an aggregator 
program, such as NetNewsWire that is 
available in a “lite” version for free.  
To read more about subscribing to the 
RSS feeder on MaineLearns, click on the Users Guide link at the 
bottom of the navigation bar and choose the story “Keeping up With 
MLTI via RSS.” 
 The new MaineLearns also makes it easier for us to publish 
contributions from you, our MLTI human network.  If you are 
interested in writing for MaineLearns, click on the contact button at the 
top of any page in the site and that will take you to a form where you 
can let one of us know that you’d like to become a contributor.  We can 
then give you access to place where you can post drafts of stories, get 
feedback from us, and then submit your stories for publication. 
 Take a look at the new MaineLearns and tell us what you think. 
As always, we appreciate your feedback. 
 

Quick Tips
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Phil Brookhouse has been named the new MLTI 
Statewide Integration Mentor, replacing Kelly 
Arsenault who has returned to the classroom. 
Phil is a 30 year veteran middle school science 
teacher who has tried to keep up with the best 
education, assessment and technology trends. He 
has been active in the Maine Education 
Association and is on the Board of Advisors for 
the Maine Math and Science Alliance. He was 
on the original design team for MLTI. 

What happens in the classroom depends 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MLTI/eMINTS 
Eight MLTI/eMINTS Regional Mentors met in 
August with the MLTI staff and trainers from 
Missouri for a four-day retreat at the Maine 
Maritime Academy in Castine.  Maine is 

incorporating a proven training model from 

Missouri, known as eMINTS, to support the 

expansion of MLTI from middle schools into 

elementary and high schools. The MLTI/eMINTS 

training model supports educators in integrating 

technology and best teaching practices. 
The purpose of the retreat was to prepare 

the Mentors to work with designated 
MLTI/eMINTS teachers in their regions 
and to develop a vision for the 
MLTI/eMINTS program. Participants 
received training in the leadership, 
communication and pedagogy skills 

on the teacher, so staff 
development has always been 
a primary concern for him. He 
has worked with the Bates 
College student teaching 

Meet Phil 

Fall Content Meetings 
Across the Curriculum; Day 2 - Laptops and 
Literacy Across the Curriculum; Day 3 - Forces 
and Motion - Best Practices In Science Standards 
Learning; and Day 4 - Integrating Technology 
with Math Texts and Standards. 
 For information about dates and locations 
of these sessions in each of the regions, please 
visit the MLTI registration page at 
http://www.maine.gov/mlti/events/contentArea/ 
You can also view the agendas for these meetings 
in the Professional Development section of 
MaineLearns.  
 

program and the Lewiston/Auburn College CLASS 
Professional Development School program. Phil 
staffed the Bates College Math and Science 
Academy as a curriculum coordinator, helping 
teachers develop teaching units with deep, solid 
content. 
 

MLTI will once again be offering professional 
development opportunities in each of the nine 
regions this fall.  This round of content meetings 
will begin with the Cumberland region on 
September 19 and continue through December. 
 We will offer four different content-
related sessions in each region and suggest that 
teachers choose the day or days that best fit their 
needs at this time.  The choices are: Day 1 - 
Information Literacy: Guiding Student Research 

Click on Professional Development 

they need to provide professional development in 
their regions. 
 Read more about the MLTI/eMINTS summer 
retreat in the Professional Development section of 
MaineLearns. 

e 

e 

Click on Professional Development- Content 
Meetings- Fall 2005 Content Meetings 
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Education Commissioner Susan Gendron, Public 

Safety Commissioner Michael Cantara, and 

Attorney General Steve Rowe recently announced 

the availability of the NetSmartz program for all 

Maine Schools 

 NetSmartz is an online educational 

Internet safety resource that teachers can use 

alone or in conjunction with other Internet safety 

programs already in place. Several schools piloted 

the program last year and now it is available to all 

Maine schools at no cost to them.  Schools that 

Are you new to MLTI this year?  If so, you may 
be feeling overwhelmed and unsure about where 
to go for help.  The MLTI staff has posted several 
documents in the MLTI Resources sections of 
MaineLearns that you may find helpful. 
 MLTI: Where to Find Information is a 
reference for principals and teachers to use when 
a problem arises and help is needed.  It lists 
phone numbers and email addresses of people 
who can provide help as well as links to some 

online help sites. 
 Jim Moulton has 
written a trio of help 
documents that can also be 
found on MaineLearns.  
These documents provide 
suggestions for principals, 

Advice for Newbies 

Netsmartz 
 

In the Trenches 

Now that Kelly Arsenault has returned to the 
classroom, she has begun a blog about her 
experiences “in the trenches.” Kelly was a Maine 
Department of Education Distinguished 
Educator, a role that allows teachers to leave the 
classroom for a few years to share their expertise 
at the state level before returning to their schools. 
 In Kelly’s words, “For the past 2+ years I 
have worked with the Maine Learning 
Technology Initiative (MLTI) through the Maine 
DOE teaching teachers how to utilize technology 
in the classroom. It was an incredible experience 
but I truly missed what I went into teaching for: 
the kids. So now I'm back and I'm ready to apply 

all that I know about teaching and technology. How 
will I do? Can I ‘practice what I preached’? We all 
shall see as I record my ideas, challenges, and 
successes in this online diary.” 
 In future issues of MLTI Update, we will 

feature excerpts from Kelly’s 
online diary.  We think Kelly’s 
blog will give us some good insight 
into what one-to-one computing 
means from a classroom teacher’s 
perspective.  To read more, visit 
Kelly’s blog at 
http://trench2.blogspot.com/  
 

teachers leaders and librarians who are new to 
MLTI this year and uncertain of what their roles 
and responsibilities are in a successful MLTI 
school. 

Click on MLTI Resources 

wish to participate should designate a staff 

member to receive training and fill out the 

NetSmartz Program 2005 Training Registration 

Form available at 

http://www.maine.gov/education/

edletrs/2006/ilet/06ilet023form.rtf 

For more information, visit the 

NetSmartz Maine web site at 

http://www.NetSmartz.org/educat

ion/me  

I think I’ll write about 
that in my blog! 
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MLTI Update 
 

Published Monthly  
by the MLTI Staff 

 
Editor  Barbara Greenstone 
 
Contributors  Phil Brookhouse 

  Kelly Arsenault 
  Jim Moulton 
  YODA 
     
Comments or suggestions? Send them to 
BGreenstoneMAM@middlemaine.org or  
PBrookhouseDOE@middlemaine.org 

 
 

Barbara’s and Phil’s Picks 

This is a regular feature of MLTI Update where 
Barbara Greenstone and Phil Brookhouse will 
share some of their favorite web sites each month.  
It’s Barbara’s turn this month. 
 Barbara’s picks this month are two sites 
that teachers may want to visit daily throughout 
the school year.  The first is the New York Times 
Learning Network.  Point your browser to 
http://www.nytimes.com/learning/index.html  
Whether you are teaching current events or 
looking for good informational text for students to 
practice their literacy strategies on, this is the place 
for you.  You will find the latest news here as well 
as links for students, teachers, and parents to aid in 

a discussion of the news.  There’s also a “photo of 
the day” that can be a great writing prompt. 
 Barbara’s second pick this month is Poetry 
180: a Poem a Day for American High Schools at  
http://www.loc.gov/poetry/180/p180-list.html 
Poetry 180 is a project begun by Billy Collins, 
former Poet Laureate of the United States. This 
site, hosted by the Library of Congress, offers the 
complete text of one poem for each day of the 
school year. Regardless of the site’s title, these 
poems are appropriate for middle school also and 
could be a good discussion starter for each day’s 
class. 

Read MLTI Update online! 
http://www.mainelearns.org  

…the student from Falmouth, pen name 
YODA, who contributed this month’s 
cartoon.  Look for more of his work in 
future issues.  

“The old computing was about what computers 
could do; the new computing is about what users 
can do.” 

-  Ben Schneiderman 

Click on MLTI Newsletters 

Next month: Phil’s Picks 

Quote of the Month 
Kudos to… 
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