MEMORANDUM
To:

Interested Persons
From:

Chris Simpson, Maine Public Utilities Commission

Subject:
Prepaid Wireless Stakeholder Group – Post-Meeting Memo
Date:

November 9, 2006
I.
INTRODUCTION
The Prepaid Wireless Stakeholder Group (Stakeholder Group or 
Group) held its second meeting on November 7th.   The purposes of this memo are to (1) briefly summarize my notes from the November 7th meeting and (2) outline next steps and a schedule for completing the Stakeholder Group’s charge.  

II. SUMMARY OF MY NOTES FROM THE NOVEMBER 7TH MEETING
A.
Attendees

I realize that scheduling a meeting on Election Day created conflicts 
for several members of the Stakeholder Group.  Unfortunately, available alternative meeting dates were very limited and, in the end, November 7th turned out to be the best option.  Thanks to those of you who were able to attend and my apologies to those who wanted to attend but couldn’t because of Election Day responsibilities/commitments.  
The following people attended the November 7th meeting:

Steve Culver – Hannaford Bros.

Leann Diehl – TracFone

Al Gervenack – PUC

Garnet Goins – Sprint Nextel (participated by telephone)

Leighton Lang – TracFone

John Liantonio – Cingular Wireless (participated by telephone)

Jim McGregor – Maine Merchants Association

Charlie Micoleau – TracFone

Ben Sanborn – Telephone Association of Maine 

Chris Simpson - PUC
After introductions, we reviewed the proposed agenda.  The agenda included three major items: (1) discussion of pending questions; (2) discussion of proposed surcharge quantification and collection mechanisms and (3) discussion of process and schedule.  In an effort to finalize and distribute this memo promptly, I have not summarized the substance of the discussion below and have only listed next steps from the meeting.  These next steps appear in bold italics below.  If you would like more detail about any of the discussion that took place during the November 7th meeting, please let me know and I will be happy to provide it.

B.
Discussion of Pending Questions

In my memo to the Stakeholder Group dated September 25, 2006, I 

invited interested persons to respond to seven follow-up questions.  During the November 7th meeting, the Group discussed the first four of these follow-up questions. The Group agreed to defer discussion of the remaining three follow-up questions, which were primarily procedural in nature, until later in the meeting.  



During the discussion of question two, John and Leighton agreed to provide me with additional information relating to the SPB or other decrementing approaches that are being used in other states.


During the discussion of question four, Chris agreed that the report should acknowledge that the 25-line cap in the existing law and imposing a surcharge on VOIP subscribers are legitimate issues but are also beyond the scope of the Stakeholder Group’s activities. 



During the discussion of question four, Leighton, John and Garnet all expressed a willingness to provide some basic information about their respective numbers of prepaid wireless customers in Maine subject to reasonable protection of confidential information.  Chris indicated that he will review the FCC report that Garnet sent for regional subscriber numbers before requesting Maine-specific numbers from carriers operating in the State.
C. Discussion of Alternative Surcharge Quantification and Collection Mechanisms

During this portion of the meeting, Charlie, Garnet and John each 

presented alternative proposals for the Group’s consideration.  
Charlie/Leighton, Garnet and John agreed to provide me with a 
written summary of their respective proposals by November 13th.



I agreed to compile a summary of the various options under consideration and email it to the Stakeholder Group by November 17th.

D. Discussion of Process and Schedule

I reviewed the schedule that was included in the October 26th 

memo and repeated my intention to complete the report to the Utilities and Energy Committee regarding Stakeholder Group activities as far in advance of the January 1, 2007 due date as possible.  Based on the discussion during the November 7th meeting, I propose the following modified schedule:
November 13
TracFone, Sprint Nextel and Cingular (and any other 
Stakeholder Group participant who chooses to) submit a written summary of their proposed surcharge quantification and collection mechanism to me.
November 17
I distribute a summary of all written options for comment.

November 24
Deadline for comments on written options.  Deadline for 

written documents Stakeholders would like me to consider as I draft the report.

December 8

I distribute draft report to all Stakeholders for review and 

comments/proposed edits.
December 15
Deadline for comments/proposed edits.
December 22
I submit final report to Utilities and Energy Committee with 

copies to all Stakeholders.
Feel free to contact me at the following addresses and numbers if you have any questions/comments about this memo.
Chris Simpson




18 State House Station




Augusta, Maine 04333-0018




(phone) (207) 287-1594




(fax) 207 287-1039




chris.simpson@maine.gov
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