
April 10, 2007
Honorable Philip Bartlett, Senate Chair

Honorable Lawrence Bliss, House Chair

Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy

Augusta, Maine 04333


Re:
LD 1621, An Act to Ensure the Reliability of Communications 

Equipment in Certain Buildings
Dear Senator Bartlett and Representative Bliss:

The Public Utilities Commission (Commission) takes a position neither for nor against LD 1621, An Act to Ensure the Reliability of Communications Equipment in Certain Buildings.  LD 1621 would establish requirements to ensure the ability of emergency dispatch communications services to communicate with people who are inside buildings and structures.  The bill focuses on “county communications centers,” which are defined in Title 30-A, section 453 (attached). 

The Commission has two comments regarding LD 1621.  First, LD 1621 does not specify what entity or entities have enforcement responsibility for the requirements that would be created by the bill.  The Commission is not mentioned in the bill and the Commission believes it should not be given any of the enforcement responsibilities inherent in the bill.  If the Committee decides to move forward with the bill, the Commission recommends that bill’s enforcement responsibilities be made explicit.  

Second, the Commission notes that LD 1621 would create a new chapter in Title 35-A.  Title 35-A relates to public utilities and the Commission.  As noted above, LD 1621 appears to have nothing to do with the Commission.  Placing such a requirement in Title 35-A would be confusing and inefficient.  The Commission therefore recommends that, if enacted, the requirements of LD 1621 be codified in a Title that is more germane to the subject matter of the bill.

The Commission would be happy to respond to any questions you may have about LD 1621 and looks forward to working with the Committee on this bill.







Sincerely,








Chris Simpson








Legislative Liaison

Attachment
cc:
Members of the Utilities and Energy Committee


Lucia Nixon, Legislative Analyst
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