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February 28, 2008
Honorable John L. Martin, Senate Chair

Honorable Theodore S. Koffman, House Chair

Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources
Augusta, Maine 04333

Re:
LD 2207, An Act to Diminish Global Warming
Dear Senator Martin and Representative Koffman:

The Public Utilities Commission (Commission) takes a position neither for 
nor against LD 2207, An Act to Diminish Global Warming.  
Section 1 of LD 2207 would establish a system of deposit and redemption for spent compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs).  Section 1 would also create a dedicated fund relating to the deposit and redemption system.  The Commission and the Department of Environmental Protections (DEP) have recently completed a report which discusses in detail the significant benefits offered by CFLs, the need to recycle CFLs and the nation’s first comprehensive CFL recycling program that DEP and the Commission launched last year.  The Commission understands that DEP will be distributing copies of the joint report to your Committee in conjunction with its testimony on LD 2207.  

As discussed in the joint report, Maine’s CFL recycling program is new and while we are optimistic that it will be successful, it has not been in place long enough to allow us to assess its effectiveness and whether additional measures, such as deposit/redemption system, are needed.  Nor do we have sufficient information at this time to make specific findings about how such additional measures should be structured and implemented.  One of the recommendations in the joint report is that the Legislature should consider the merits of a deposit/refund system for mercury-added lamps.  However, the Commission believes that the issues raised by the specific deposit and refund system embodied in LD 2207 are complicated and deserve careful consideration.  
Section 2 of LD 2207 would prohibit the sale and distribution of “general service incandescent bulbs” in Maine beginning January 1, 2010.  The Commission believes that there are huge benefits to electric ratepayers, the State and the environment that result from replacing incandescent bulbs with CFLs.  The Commission therefore generally supports efforts to encourage the replacement of incandescent lamps with CFLs.  However, the Commission is concerned that the ban of incandescent lamps proposed in LD 2207 may have some unintended consequences and that in some limited situations, it may be preferable to allow for incandescent options.  
As is discussed in the joint report referred to above, research is being done to develop high efficiency incandescent bulbs, which in time may be as efficient as CFLs.  If the Committee wants to limit the use of inefficient bulbs, it may want to consider establishing energy efficiency standards for all light bulbs rather than an outright ban on a particular technology.
The Commission would be happy to present the joint report on CFL recycling and education to your Committee.  In addition, the Commission will be present at your work session on LD 2207 and looks forward to working with the Committee on this important bill.







Sincerely,








Chris Simpson







Legislative Liaison 

cc:
Members of the Joint Standing on Natural Resources

Susan Johannesman, Legislative Analyst
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