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March 25, 2008

Honorable Lynn Bromley, Senate Chair

Honorable Nancy E. Smith, House Chair

Joint Standing Committee on Business, Research and Economic Development

Augusta, Maine 04333

Re:
LD 2257, An Act to Establish a Uniform Building and Energy Code
Dear Senator Bromley and Representative Smith:

The Maine Public Utilities Commission (Commission) takes a position neither for nor against LD 2257, An Act to Establish a Uniform Building and Energy Code.  LD 2257 would establish a uniform statewide building and energy code that would replace the patchwork of building and energy codes that are currently in place throughout Maine.
As we noted in our testimony on LD 2179, the Commission has been the default agency for building energy code issues since that responsibility was transferred from the Department of Economic and Community Development to the Commission in 2003 pursuant to P.L. 2003, Chapter 644.  In 2005, the Commission adopted Chapter 920 of its rules which establishes the Maine Model Building Energy Code.  In addition, the Commission has conducted various studies and reports regarding building energy codes.  
As we also noted in our testimony on LD 2179, building energy codes and building ventilation codes are critically important.  Building energy codes are one of the lowest cost sources of energy efficiency and provide positive net benefits to the consumer.  Building energy codes are important because they provide a level playing field for building contractors.  Without a minimum standard, contractors are more likely to focus their attention on more conspicuous design and construction features than on less visible features that relate to energy efficiency.  Building ventilation codes are important because they protect consumers by helping ensure that tightly constructed homes have adequate ventilation.
In spite of its importance, the Maine Model Building Energy Code is not currently being enforced in a uniform way.  The Commission occasionally receives calls from builders and contractors seeking guidance on the requirements of the Model Building Energy Code.  These calls lead us to believe that there is considerable inconsistency in the way the Model Building Energy Code is being applied today.
LD 2257 would create the Technical Building Codes and Standards Board.  Among other things, the Board would be charged with establishing a uniform statewide code.  As part of its review and consolidation of existing codes, the Board would update the Model Building Energy Code and incorporate the updated building energy code into a uniform statewide code.
  LD 2257 would require Towns of more than 2,000 residents to enforce the uniform statewide code.  LD 2257 would also provide for training in the energy code to local code officers at no cost.  The Commission believes that the framework that would be created by LD 2257 would represent a significant improvement over the status quo.
The Commission will be present at the work session on LD 2257 and will be happy to assist the Committee in its consideration of the bill.








Sincerely,








Chris Simpson








Legislative Liaison
cc:
Members of the Business, Research and Economic Development


Members of the Utilities and Energy Committee

Natalie Haynes, Legislative Analyst

Lucia Nixon, Legislative Analyst
� The Commission’s authority to establish the Model Building Energy Code is codified at Title 35-A, section 121.  Section 14 of LD 2257 would repeal section 121 on January 1, 2010.





