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February 8, 2007
Honorable Philip Bartlett, Senate Chair

Honorable Lawrence Bliss, House Chair

Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy

Augusta, Maine 04333


Re:
LD 33, An Act to Simplify Wireless Telecommunications
Dear Senator Bartlett and Representative Bliss:

The Commission takes a position neither for nor against LD 33, which would, to the extent permissible by law, authorize the Commission to prohibit providers of mobile telecommunications services from requiring subscribers to dial the area code when dialing a number in the same area code.  

The Commission’s jurisdiction over mobile service providers is quite limited.  The definition of “public utility,” which appears in 35-A M.R.S.A. subsection 102 (13), explicitly excludes “mobile telecommunications services” absent limited circumstances.  However, there are some provisions in Title 35-A relating to wireless telecommunications providers.  For instance, section 8902 deals with central office code conservation.  A copy of section 8902 is attached to this testimony.  The introductory language in LD 33 closely tracks the text of section 8902.  

The Commission understands that the Federal Communication Commission (FCC) requires 10-digit dialing for mobile providers, as well as all other types of subscribers, only where there is an area code overlay.  Because Maine continues to have only one area code, the FCC leaves determinations regarding in-state dialing patterns to the state regulatory commission and does not require any form of 10-digit dialing.  

To assist the Committee in its consideration of this bill, the Commission conducted an informal survey of several mobile providers in Maine to determine which ones require 10-digit dialing.  The results of the survey are as follows:


Cingular/AT&T – no requirement (but recommends 10-digit dialing)

Nextel Sprint – no requirement


Sprint Spectrum – requires 10-digit dialing


T-Mobile – requires 10-digit dialing in some instances


Unicel – requires 10-digit dialing


US Cellular - no requirement (but recommends 10-digit dialing)


Verizon Wireless – no requirement

This survey indicates that it is technologically possible for mobile providers to offer 7-digit dialing for in-state calls.   
LD 33 would require the Commission to conduct a proceeding to (1) determine the extent to which state action in this area is permitted by federal law, (2) review the current practices of mobile providers, (3) determine the effect of the proposed change may have on existing databases and (4) make a determination about how to exercise the authority granted to the Commission by LD 33.  This review would take likely be done through a rulemaking proceeding.  

The Commission would be happy to respond to any questions you may have about LD 33 and looks forward to working with the Committee on this bill.







Sincerely,








Chris Simpson








Legislative Liaison

Attachment
cc:
Members of the Utilities and Energy Committee


Lucia Nixon, Legislative Analyst
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