
March 1, 2007
Honorable Philip Bartlett, Senate Chair

Honorable Lawrence Bliss, House Chair

Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy

Augusta, Maine 04333


Re:
LD 627, An Act to Ensure Uniform Emergency Medical Dispatch 

Services in Maine
Dear Senator Bartlett and Representative Bliss:

The Commission takes a position neither for nor against LD 627, An Act to Ensure Uniform Emergency Medical Dispatch Services in Maine.  
When a person who is in need of emergency medical care calls E9-1-1, that person’s call is handled by a specially trained and certified dispatcher.  The dispatcher responds to the caller’s questions and provides pre-arrival instructions to the caller until the ambulance arrives.  The process through which this emergency medical assistance is provided is called Emergency Medical Dispatch (EMD).  EMD is currently provided by Public Service Answering Points (PSAP) and PSAP dispatchers.  LD 627 would allow non-PSAP dispatchers to be trained and licensed to provide EMD.  This would give a PSAP the option to either provide EMD itself or contract with a local dispatch center that has EMD licensed personnel to allow the local dispatch center to provide EMD for medical E9-1-1 calls received by the PSAP. 

The Emergency Service Communications Bureau (ESCB) is a division within the PUC, has general oversight responsibility for PSAPs and is funded through the E9-1-1 Fund.  Current law requires that the ESCB pay for EMD training for PSAP employees from the E9-1-1 Fund.  If LD 627 were enacted, costs associated with EMD training and licensing of non-PSAP dispatchers would not be paid for out of the E9-1-1 Fund.  LD 627 would therefore have no fiscal impact on the E-9-1-1 Fund.  

The Commission would be happy to respond to any questions you may have about LD 627 and looks forward to working with the Committee on this bill.







Sincerely,








Chris Simpson








Legislative Liaison

cc:
Members of the Utilities and Energy Committee


Lucia Nixon, Legislative Analyst
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