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March 13, 2007
Honorable Philip Bartlett, Senate Chair

Honorable Lawrence Bliss, House Chair

Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy

Augusta, Maine 04333


Re:
LD 710, An Act to Promote Rural Broadband Access
Dear Senator Bartlett and Representative Bliss:
The Commission takes a position neither for nor against LD 710, An Act to Promote Rural Broadband Access.  LD 710 is a concept draft that would establish a position in State government to promote “the development of telecommunications infrastructure and capacity in rural areas of this State and to establish a challenge grant fund.”  The bill further provides that the position would “provide advocacy and technical support to help communities, businesses and nonprofits obtain funds that would help them advance their communications vision.”  Finally, the bill provides that the “challenge grant fund would leverage funds available from a variety of sources, including funds currently available from the Federal Government to expand broadband access in rural areas.”
It appears that the position created by LD 710 would substantially overlap with the role of the ConnectME Authority that was created last session.  The ConnectME Authority was created to stimulate investment in Advanced Communications Technology infrastructure to increase broadband and wireless services in Maine communities, especially rural communities.  The ConnectME Authority statute is codified at 35-A M.R.S.A. sections 9201-9215.  It is not clear how the position created by LD 710 would relate to the ConnectME Authority.  

The Commission looks forward to working with the Committee on LD 710.







Sincerely,








Chris Simpson








Legislative Liaison

cc:
Members of the Utilities and Energy Committee


Lucia Nixon, Legislative Analyst
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