
LPG Operators 
Meeting

September 29, 2011



Distribution Integrity 
Management Program
(DIMP)



Have a Distribution Integrity 
Management Program in Place;
Including a Written Plan - August 2, 
2011 

Differing Requirements for LPG Operators
100 or More Customers: §192.1005 -
§192.1013
Less than 100 Customers: §192.1015 



Operators Appear to Favor the 
SHRIMP Software Application by the 
American Public Gas Association 
(APGA) 

The APGA Recently Modified SHRIMP to 
Better Accommodate LPG Operators With 
Less Than 100 Customers. 



The MPUC Will Soon Be Formally 
Requesting Written Plans for Review. 

Review Will Consist of Verification That 
Elements Stated in the Respective 
Sections of Part 192 Are Addressed.

There Will Be Subsequent Inspections To 
Ensure the Plans Are Followed. 



2011 Inspection Review



2011 Inspection Review

213 - Field Inspections Completed

13 - Records Inspections Completed

18 - LPG Operators Involved in Inspections

All Final Reports to LPG Operators in 30 days

87 Jurisdictional Systems removed from records



“A Few of the Good”















LP Operators Corrective 
Action Reporting



Responses have been very good

Reference the Facility ID number on all 
responses

Correspondence should be sent to Tammy 
Chamberlain and cc’d to Jim Atkins

tammy.chamberlain@maine.gov
james.atkins@maine.gov



Submit the corrective action 
documentation together as a complete 
package for each Facility ID when possible
Attempt to take corrective action picture(s) 
at similar angle as original MPUC picture
Use uploading process if possible
Contact MPUC if a few extra days are 
needed (informal request)



Formal Request for Time Extension

Request must be in writing (e-mail or letter)

Send request to Gary Kenny or Jim Atkins

Cc: Copy of request to Tammy Chamberlain

Written request must state specific reason(s) why 
extension is required

Request must propose the date work will be completed 



Request for Time Extension-cont.

A confirmation will be sent to Operator from MPUC 
indicating if the extension is granted or denied

MPUC may add conditions when granting extensions 

Extension date will be monitored for completion by 
MPUC. No additional notice from MPUC will be sent to 
the operator.



Non-Compliance  
Most Common Items

Regulator Vent Locations
Vehicle Protection



Regulator Venting





























Vehicle Protection





























PATROL



Patrol Purpose
Monitor system and identify potential safety 
related problems or code compliance issues.
Items to consider:

Leakage Indications
Third Party Excavation/Work in area of piping system
Conditions that may have changed since last patrol
Maintenance items that need to be addressed (i.e. 
atmospheric corrosion, washouts, dead weeds/brush 
around tank etc.)
Code Compliance issues (i.e. vehicle protection, 
regulator venting, new appliance installation, etc.)











Early Spring View



Summer View



Patrol Documentation

Prepare a written report of the patrol
Document pipeline area the patrol covered
Document what items were reviewed
Include seasonal issues (i.e. ice buildup, 
snow covered, snow plowing issues, etc.)
Note any maintenance items that require 
follow-up



Patrol Documentation – cont.

Check any areas of suspected gas  
leakage with a CGI – Follow your O&M 
Plan regarding classification of leaks
Check meters, tanks and system for signs 
of tampering or vandalism
Gather any additional information if 
available for DIMP program



Corrosion



What do you look for while 
performing a Patrol?



























Leak Survey & Testing



Leak Survey and Testing Equipment

LP Operators can use a “pressure drop”
test to prove the integrity of their pipeline
If a drop in pressure is detected, then a 
subsurface survey using a CGI instrument  
must be done
Underground tanks must have a 
subsurface survey completed annually 
using a CGI instrument



Leak Survey & Testing Equip - Cont

Underground tanks must be tested on 
each side and each end with a CGI 
instrument
Results of subsurface testing with a CGI 
instrument must be documented
The CGI instrument must have the 
capability of displaying a numerical 
readout on the LEL scale and % volume 
scale  



Leak Survey & Testing Equip - Cont

Sensing units with only a “Tick Rate” or 
“Audible Alarm”, with no numerical display, 
are not acceptable for use
The CGI must be calibrated for use with 
Propane Gas
The instrument must be calibrated and 
maintained at intervals in accordance with 
manufacturers instructions











Public Awareness



Company 
out of 
business



Company out of 
business



Company  “B”

Company “A”



Who do you call in an Emergency?

Company
“B”

Company “A”



Future Inspections



Field Inspections – Going Forward

Inspection cycle will be Risk Based – Data 
Driven – Approximately 5 years

Request Operator bring Patrol Records, 
Leak Survey and Cathodic Protection 
Records to inspection site

OQ qualified technician to take Cathodic 
Protection tests at site during the 
inspection



Field Inspections – Going Forward

Patrol reports to be compared to 
conditions found at site
Review leak testing equipment, line 
location equipment and O&M manual 
carried by field technicians
Position of First Stage Regulator in 
reference to manifold piping



Records Inspections – Going Forward

Leak Survey records
Previous year and current year records
Pressure test reports 
CGI Tests around UG tanks
Type equipment used to perform tests
Procedures to perform Leak Survey



Records Inspections – Going Forward

Cathodic Protection records
Previous year and current year records
Type of protection on system (if known)
Type of equipment used for testing
Procedure for taking CP tests



Records Inspections – Going Forward

Patrol Records
Dates and frequency of patrols
Items reviewed during patrols
Follow-up reports for any condition(s) noted
Are patrols covering all seasons



Unusual Sights



Landscaper Loop ?



Need Protection from Ice and Snow?



New Style Parking Lot Trash Can ?



New England Pipeline 
Safety Seminar

October 26 & 27, 2011
Hyannis, MA





Thank You!

Next Meeting?


