
This video is about efficiencies with EBSCO, an electronic resource of MARVEL, Maine’s Virtual Library. 
In part one of this presentation, we will look at how to create personal folders. In part two, we will learn how to create an email alert or RSS feed alert for a particular keyword search.
To locate MARVEL, go to www.maine.gov/marvel/ or click on the MARVEL logo on most library websites.
The MARVEL home page provides a variety of access points to information. 
Select the letter ‘E’ and click on the EBSCOHost database collection.

Each of these databases provides unique content as they search across different magazines, journals and newspapers. Many of these databases feature a specific subject. 

Part 1: Creating Personal Folders
 Setting up a unique personal account will provide you with the ability to save articles and searches from one research session to another. It will also allow you to conveniently set and retain your email, display and search options.

The first time you use this feature you will need to establish a user name and password. Look in the upper right-hand corner and click on “Sign In”.

Next, look on the left side, underneath the green bar labeled “Sign In”. 

Click the link for “Create a New Account”. Fill in all the needed information and hit “

Submit”. Be sure to save your account information for future reference.
We will practice searching in the multi-disciplinary database, Academic Search Complete. Select it by clicking on the title.

Now enter a simple phrase into the search box.  For example, “ Maine lobsters” then click Search.

When you are in your search results, add the chosen articles to your permanent EBSCO folder with the folder icon under the article, labeled “Add to Folder”.“
You may view the contents of your folder by selecting it in the right hand column. This will take you to your permanent EBSCO folder and show you all the articles that you have saved. 

Your personal EBSCO folders allow you to save preferences and organize your research with folders. You will also have the ability to save and retrieve your search history and to gain access to your saved research remotely.

Part 2: Creating an Email or RSS Feed Alert
You may follow one or more topics on a regular basis. Instead of manually searching through print sources or returning to the databases to repeat your search, set up an email alert or an RSS feed alerting you to any new articles about your topic.

To create an email alert enter in the topic keywords.  You may want to review and refine your search strategy or ask a librarian for help refining until you obtain relevant results.  Once you are satisfied with the types of results you have obtained, look for the blue toolbar and then for the “Alert/Save/Share” link. 
Once you have clicked on this link, look in the middle for, “Create an Alert”. Below are two links:  one for “E-mail Alert” and one for “RSS Feed”.

To create an email alert, click the “E-mail Alert” link. This will open a new window in which you enter your email address. And, then, underneath general settings, where it says “Frequency” choose how often you would like to receive these emails. Be it once a day, once a week, bi-weekly or once a month. 

Going back, if you wanted the RSS feed for your search, all you would have to do is, once again, click on “Alert/Save/Share” then click on the “RSS Feed” link. At the very bottom, you will notice the RSS feed link. Just right click and copy the shortcut address  or link location. Then put that link into your Reader. 

Either way, you will now be notified via email or, if you use RSS, you will be notified in your Reader when new articles are added to the EBSCO databases about your particular topic. Please remember that these databases are updated daily with new articles. 


