
 

Who is eligible for the Harold 
Alfond® College Challenge? 

 Every Maine resident baby under one 
year of age.  

 Adopted children and children who 
become Maine residents before the 
child’s first birthday.  

 No family income limits apply.  

 No need to contribute personal funds 
ever, though an investment in the baby’s 
future is encouraged. 

 A NextGen® account naming the baby as 
a beneficiary must be opened on or 
before the baby’s first birthday.  

$500 for Every Maine Baby’s Future! 
 

What is the Harold Alfond® College 
Challenge?   

The Harold Alfond® College Challenge provides a $500 Grant (Alfond 
Grant) for every Maine resident baby under the age of one to help 
families save for the cost of education beyond high school. The Alfond 
Grant is invested in a NextGen College Investing Plan® account.  The 
NextGen College Investing Plan is Maine’s Section 529 qualified tuition 
plan, administered by the Finance Authority of Maine (FAME).   

Mr. Alfond, the late Maine philanthropist and founder of Dexter Shoe 
Company, had a lifelong commitment to the people of Maine. Believing 
that all Maine children deserve the opportunity to succeed, he made 
$500 available to every Maine baby through his foundation. There is no 
obligation for families to contribute their own money, although his 
foundation hopes families, businesses and communities will invest in 
the future of Maine children.  The Harold Alfond College Challenge is 
Mr. Alfond’s legacy gift to every Maine baby to help raise aspirations 
and create success for Maine families. 

How can we help? 
Maine organizations employ and assist Maine families in many ways. Use your connection to Maine people to be sure that 
every Maine baby claims his/her $500 Alfond Grant. Consider doing something at your location such as:  

 Telling families about the Alfond Grant and distribute brochures; 
 Building awareness by displaying Harold Alfond College Challenge information materials in prominent places 

throughout your facility where families and employees will be; 
 Linking your website to the Harold Alfond College Challenge website: www.500forbaby.org;  
 Consider making a contribution to the NextGen account of employees who have a baby. 

Contact your FAME College Access Counselor to: 

 Schedule an information session about the Harold Alfond College Challenge for employees; 
 Request informational materials to display; 
 Host or volunteer at a “Casting Call” or other event in your area; 
 Get personal assistance in completing applications; or 
 Learn more about NextGen and additional grant programs available to Maine residents of all ages. 

 
College Access Counselor for Southern and Western Maine Counties:  
Androscoggin, Cumberland, Franklin, Kennebec, Lincoln, Oxford, Sagadahoc, Somerset, York   
Jessica Whittier, 800-228-3734 ext 3555, jwhittier@famemaine.com 
 
College Access Counselor for Northern and Eastern Maine Counties:  
Aroostook, Hancock, Knox, Penobscot, Piscataquis, Waldo, Washington  
Mila Tappan, 800-228-3734 ext 3504, mtappan@famemaine.com  
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