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July 2005
NOTICE FOR POLITICAL SUBDIVISION REFUND FILERS
CHANGE IN TAX RATES AND REFUND APPLICATION

A refund of excise tax may be available on purchases of gasoline or diesel purchased and used by an Agency or Political Subdivision of this State.  The reimbursement is for the amount of excise tax paid on fuels purchased.  For a refund, you must be able to demonstrate that Maine excise tax was paid on the fuel and that it was used for an exempt purpose.  By contractual agreement, an Agency or Political Subdivision of this State may assign its right to receive refunds to another person.  Applications for refunds must be filed with the State Tax Assessor within 12 months of the date of purchase.  Original documentation must be retained for six years.  

For “cash” purchases, copies of the original fuel slips will be required as proof of payment of the excise tax.  For “credit” purchases, copies of the original fuel slips must be supported by billing statements by the retailer or third party credit card statements to verify the excise tax was not removed prior to payment for the fuel by either the retailer or the third party payee.

Maine motor fuel excise tax rates are indexed each year on July 1.  The indexing is based on any change in the National Consumer Price Index over the prior 12 month period.  On July 1, 2005, motor fuel excise tax rates increased by 2.7%.  The new tax rates are .259 cents per gallon of gasoline, .270 cents per gallon of diesel, and .188 cents per gallon of propane.  

The Political Subdivision Fuel Tax Refund Application (GTR-PS) form is used to request a refund of excise tax paid on fuel purchased by an Agency or Political Subdivision of the State.  Requests for a refund can be made as often as desired, but in no case will a refund be issued for requests made 12 months beyond the date of purchase of the fuel.  The form has been updated for the new tax rates.
The new application form will have to be used for requests that include purchases made after June 30, 2005.  Any requests made for fuel purchased after June 30, 2005 on an old application form will be returned.  The new application form has GTR-PS, Revised 07/05 in the lower left hand corner.  
Please contact Maine Revenue Services at 207-624-9609 if you need further assistance or would like to request a new form.  The form is also available on our web site address at http://www.maine.gov/revenue/fueltax.  Follow the link to Fuel Tax Refund Programs.
Sara Lewis, Deputy Director
Sales, Fuel and Special Tax Division  
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