Memorandum
To:
Municipal Clerks and Registrars

From:
Melissa K. Packard, Director of Elections

Date:
July 30, 2009
Re:
Second People’s Veto Referendum Petition Approved for Circulation
The Secretary of State has approved the circulation of a second People’s Veto Referendum petition.  This is a veto of P.L. 2009, c. 382, “An Act To Implement Tax Relief and Tax Reform”.  The Secretary of State had previously approved a petition seeking to veto P.L. 2009, c. 82 “An Act To End Discrimination in Civil Marriage and Affirm Religious Freedom”.  
Information regarding the second petition is provided below.

Title:  People’s Veto of P.L. 2009, c. 382 “An Act To Implement Tax Relief and Tax Reform”

Question:  Do you want to reject the new law that lowers Maine’s income tax and replaces that revenue by making changes to the sales tax?


Date of issuance:  June 30, 2009




Contact information: 
Charles Webster


                   






211 Perham Street








Farmington, ME 04938   






(H) (207) 778-6929






(W) (207) 778-9008




The Act in question is scheduled to take effect on the 91st day after adjournment of the Legislature.  If petitions are filed with the Secretary of State by the deadline stated below, the effect of the Act will be stayed, pending certification of sufficient signatures and, if applicable, an election on the people’s veto.

	Description of Deadline
	Date

	Proponent’s Deadline to submit to municipal officials
	September 8, 2009*

	Municipal Deadline to certify/return petitions to proponents
	September 10, 2009

	Proponent’s Deadline to submit to Secretary of State
	September 11, 2009


* This filing date has been adjusted to account for the date falling on a weekend, with an intervening holiday.
Continued on reverse
The deadline for people’s veto petitions to be filed with municipal officials is September 8, 2009, which is 5 days before the deadline for filing with the Secretary of State.  (This date has been adjusted due to the actual date falling on a weekend and the next day being the Labor Day holiday.)  For all petitions received by this deadline, municipal officials are required to certify the petitions and return them to the proponents within 2 business days (which is September 10, 2009).  
Municipal officials are no longer authorized to certify any petitions received after the Constitutional deadline.  In order to track which petitions are received by the deadline, municipal election officials should immediately date and time stamp all petitions that are filed for certification.   If you receive petitions after September 8, 2009, date and time stamp the petitions but do not certify the petitions.  Petitions received after this deadline should be returned to the circulator or proponent uncertified. 

Information pertinent to all petitions

· The Division of Elections has a limited time to determine the validity of the petition, therefore it is extremely important that every municipality follow the steps for certifying petitions in your Voter Registration & Elections Guide (Chapter 5), including:

· use the Central Voter Registration system (CVR) to determine if a signature is made by a registered voter in your municipality

· do not track or mark duplicate signatures – the Secretary of State will determine duplicate signatures once the petitions are filed in our office

· use the standard codes for valid and invalid signatures

· complete the codes in the column to the left of the signatures

· date-stamp all petitions with the date they are received in your office

· complete the Registrar’s Certification on the front of the form

· Refer to chapter 8, Election Day Duties, page 5, in your Voter Registration and Elections Guide for information regarding petitions and groups opposing petitions at the polls.

If you have any questions regarding the petitions or the certification process, please contact the Elections staff at 624-7650 or toll-free at 1-888-VOTESME (1-888-868-3763).  
