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09-137

DEPARTMENT OF INLAND FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE

Chapter 4:
HUNTING AND TRAPPING

4.00
Wildlife Management Districts (WMDs)


A.
There shall be twenty-nine (29) Wildlife Management Districts:



1
WMD 1. District 1 shall be that portion of the state located within the following bounds: Beginning at the point where the American Realty Rd intersects the Maine-Quebec border in T11R17 WELS; then following the Maine-Quebec border northerly to the Maine-New Brunswick border; then following the Maine-New Brunswick border southeasterly to the point where the St. John River and the St. Francis River and the Maine-New Brunswick border meet in St. Francis; then following the eastern shore of the St. John River southwesterly to the Allagash River in Allagash Plt; then following the eastern shore of the Allagash River and the eastern shore of the lakes formed on the Allagash River southwesterly to the American Realty Rd bridge across the Allagash River in T11R13 WELS; then following the American Realty Rd westerly to the point of origin at the Maine-Quebec border in T11R17 WELS.



2.
WMD 2. District 2 shall be that portion of the state located within the following bounds: Beginning at the bridge where the American Realty Rd crosses the Allagash River in T11R13 WELS; then following the eastern shore of the Allagash River and the eastern shore of the lakes formed on the Allagash River northeasterly to the St. John River in Allagash Plt; then following the eastern shore of the St. John River northeasterly to the St. Francis River and the Maine-New Brunswick border in St. Francis; then following the Maine-New Brunswick border southeasterly to the International Bridge in Fort Kent; then following State Highway #161 northeasterly to State Highway #11 in Fort Kent; then following State Highway #11 southerly to the Garfield Rd in Ashland; then following the Garfield Rd westerly to the American Realty Rd in Ashland; then following the American Realty Rd westerly to the point of origin at the bridge across the Allagash River in T11R13 WELS.



3.
WMD 3. District 3 shall be that portion of the state located within the following bounds: Beginning at the junction of the Beaver Brook Rd, and State Highway #11 in Nashville Plt; then following State Highway #11 northwesterly to State Highway #161 in Fort Kent; then following State Highway #161 westerly to the International Bridge at the Maine-New Brunswick border in Fort Kent; then following the Maine-New Brunswick border easterly and southerly to State Highway #229 in Limestone; then following State Highway #229 westerly to State Highway #1A in Limestone; then following State Highway #1A northerly to State Highway #89 in Limestone; then following State Highway #89 southwesterly to State Highway #1 in Caribou; then following State Highway #1 southerly to State Highway #228 in Caribou; then following State Highway #228 westerly to the High Meadow Rd in Perham; then following the High Meadow Rd westerly to the Beaver Brook Rd in Perham; then following the Beaver Brook Rd southwesterly to the point of origin on State Highway #11 in Nashville Plt.



4.
WMD 4. District 4 shall be that portion of the state located within the following bounds: Beginning at the point where the Golden Rd intersects the Maine-Quebec border in T5R20 WELS; then following the Maine-Quebec border northerly to the point where the American Realty Rd intersects the Maine-Quebec border in T11R17 WELS; then following the American Realty Rd easterly to the bridge across the Allagash River in T11R13 WELS; then following the eastern shore of the Allagash River and the eastern shore of lakes formed on the Allagash River southerly to Lock Dam on Chamberlain Lake in T7R13 WELS; then following the northern shore of Chamberlain Lake, the northern shore of Round Pond and the northern shore of Telos Lake southeasterly to Telos Dam in T6R11 WELS; then following the northern shore of Webster Stream and the northern shore of Webster Lake easterly to the boundary of Baxter State Park; then following the western boundary of Baxter State Park southerly to the northern shore of the West Branch of the Penobscot River in T3R11 WELS; then following the northern shore of the West Branch of the Penobscot River westerly to the Telos Rd in T3R11 WELS; then following the Telos Rd southerly to the Golden Rd in T3R11 WELS; then following the Golden Rd westerly to the point of origin at the Maine-Quebec border in T5R20 WELS.



5.
WMD 5. District 5 shall be that portion of the state located within the following bounds: Beginning at the point where the T6R10 WELS southern boundary line intersects the western boundary of Baxter State Park (T6R10 WELS western boundary line); then following the western boundary of Baxter State Park northerly to the northern shore of Webster Lake in T6R10 WELS; then following the northern shores of Webster Lake and Webster Stream westerly to Telos Dam in T6R11 WELS; then following the northern shore of Telos Lake, the northern shore of Round Pond, and the northern shore of Chamberlain Lake northwesterly to Lock Dam on Chamberlain Lake in T7R13 WELS; then following the eastern shore of the Allagash River and the eastern shore of lakes formed on the Allagash River northerly to the American Realty Rd bridge across the Allagash River in T11R13 WELS; then following the American Realty Rd easterly to the Garfield Rd in Ashland; then following the Garfield Rd easterly to State Highway #11 in Ashland; then following State Highway #11 southerly to State Highway #159 in Patten; then following State Highway #159 northwesterly to the Matagamon Rd in Mount Chase Plt; then following the Matagamon Rd westerly to the Baxter State Park Tote Rd at Matagamon Gate on the eastern boundary of Baxter State Park; then following the Baxter State Park Tote Rd to the Trout Brook Crossing Picnic Area bridge in T6R9 WELS; then following the northern shore of Trout Brook westerly to Wadleigh Brook in T6R9 WELS; then following the western shore of Wadleigh Brook northerly to the Baxter State Park Tote Road bridge in T6R9 WELS; then following the Baxter State Park Tote Rd southwesterly to the T6R9 WELS southern boundary line; then following the T6R9 WELS southern boundary line westerly to the T6R10 WELS southern boundary line; then following the T6R10 WELS southern boundary line westerly to the point of origin on the western boundary of Baxter State Park in T6R10 WELS.



6.
WMD 6. District 6 shall be that portion of the state located within the following bounds: Beginning at the point at Knowles Corner in Moro Plt where State Highway #212 intersects State Highway #11; then following State Highway #11 northerly to the Beaver Brook Rd in Nashville Plt; then following the Beaver Brook Rd northeasterly to the High Meadow Rd in Perham; then following the High Meadow Rd easterly to State Highway #228 in Perham; then following State Highway #228 easterly to State Highway #1 in Caribou; then following State Highway #1 northerly to State Highway #89 in Caribou; then following State Highway #89 northeasterly to State Highway #1A in Limestone; then following State Highway #1A southerly to State highway #229 in Limestone; then following State Highway #229 easterly to the Maine-New Brunswick border in Limestone; then following the Maine-New Brunswick border southerly to the Interstate Highway #95 terminus at the Maine-New Brunswick border in Houlton; then following Interstate Highway #95 westerly to State Highway #2 in Smyrna; then following State Highway #2 westerly to State Highway #212 in Merrill; then following State Highway #212 northwesterly to the point of origin on State Highway #11 at Knowles Corner in Moro Plt.



7.
WMD 7. District 7 shall be that portion of the state located within the following bounds: Beginning at the point where State Highway #26 intersects the Maine-New Hampshire border in Upton; then following the Maine-New Hampshire border northerly to Maine-Quebec border; then following the Maine-Quebec border northerly to the point where State Highway #27 intersects the Maine-Quebec border in Coburn Gore; then following State Highway #27 southeasterly to State Highway #142 in Kingfield; then following State Highway #142 southwesterly to the Byron Rd at Weld Corner in Weld; then following the Byron Rd westerly to State Highway #17 in Byron; then following State Highway #17 westerly to the Roxbury Pond Rd in Byron; then following the Roxbury Pond Rd southwesterly to the Lohnes Rd in Byron; then following the Lohnes Rd southwesterly to the South Arm Rd in Andover; then following the South Arm Rd southerly to State Highway #120 in Andover; then following State Highway #120 westerly to the East B Hill Rd in Andover; then following the East B Hill Rd westerly to State Highway #26 in Upton; then following State Highway #26 to the point of origin at the Maine-New Hampshire border in Upton.



8.
WMD 8. District 8 shall be that portion of the state located within the following bounds: Beginning at the point where State Highway #27 intersects the Maine-Quebec border in Coburn Gore; then following the Maine Quebec border northerly to the point where the Golden Rd intersects the Maine-Quebec border in T5R20 WELS; then following the Golden Rd southeasterly to the Old Caucomgomoc Rd in Seboomook Twp; then following the Old Caucomgomoc Rd southerly across Seboonook Dam to the western shore of Moosehead Lake in Seboomook Twp; then following the western shore of Moosehead Lake southerly to Wiggins Brook in Greenville; then following Wiggins Brook southerly to State Highway #6/15 in Greenville; then following State Highway #6/15 southerly to the Upper Shirley Corner Rd in Shirley; then following the Upper Shirley Corner Rd westerly to the CC Rd in Shirley; then following the CC Rd westerly to the Moxie Pond Rd in East Moxie Twp; then following the Moxie Pond Rd westerly to State Highway #201 in The Forks Plt; then following State Highway #201 northerly to the bridge across the Kennebec River in The Forks Plt; then following the western shore of the Kennebec River southerly to Central Maine Power transmission line in Pleasant Ridge Plt; then following the Central Maine Power transmission line northwesterly to the Long Falls Dam Rd in Carrying Place Town Twp; then following the Long Falls Dam Rd southerly to the Poplar Stream Carriage Rd in Carrabasset Valley; then following the Poplar Stream Carriage Rd southwesterly to State Highway #27 in Carrabasset Valley; then following State Highway #27 northwesterly to the point of origin at the Maine-Quebec Border in Coburn Gore.



9.
WMD 9. District 9 shall be that portion of the state located within the following bounds: Beginning at the point where Wiggins Brook crosses State Highway #6/15 in Greenville; then following Wiggins Brook northerly to the shore of Moosehead Lake in Greenville; then following the western shore of Moosehead Lake northerly to the Old Caucomgomoc Rd in Seboomook Twp; then following the Old Caucomgomoc Rd northerly across Seboomook Dam to the Golden Rd in Seboomook Twp; then following the Golden Rd southeasterly to the Telos Rd in T3R11 WELS; then following the Telos Rd northerly to the West Branch Penobscot River in T3R11 WELS; then following the northern shore of the West Branch Penobscot River and the northern shore of the lakes formed along the West Branch Penobscot River to the State Highway #11 bridge in T3 Indian Purchase; then following State Highway #11 southwesterly to the Katahdin Iron Works Rd in T5R9 NWP; then following the Katahdin Iron Works Rd westerly to the Greenville Rd in Bowdoin College Grant West; then following the Greenville Rd (Pleasant St in Greenville) westerly to Lily Bay Rd (a.k.a. North Main St) in Greenville; then following Lily Bay Rd southerly one block to State Highway #6/15 in Greenville; then following State Highway #6/15 westerly to the point of origin at the Wiggins Brook bridge in Greenville.



10.
WMD10. District 10 shall be that portion of the state located within the following bounds: Beginning at the point where the Canadian Atlantic Railway tracks intersects State Highway #11 in Brownville; then following State Highway #11 northeasterly to the bridge at Elbow Lake (West Branch Penobscot River) in T3 Indian Purchase; then following the northern shore of the West Branch Penobscot River and the northern shores of the lakes formed by the West Branch Penobscot River northwesterly to the T3R10 WELS southern boundary line; then following the T3R10 WELS southern boundary line easterly to the T3R9 WELS southern boundary line; then following the T3R9 WELS southern boundary line easterly to the eastern boundary of Baxter State Park (T3R9 WELS western boundary line); then following the eastern boundary of Baxter State park northerly to the Matagamon Rd in T6R8 WELS; then following the Matagamon Rd easterly to State Highway #159 in Mount Chase Plt; then following State Highway #159 southeasterly to State Highway #11 in Patten; then following State Highway #11 southerly to State Highway #158 in Sherman; then following State Highway #158 easterly to Interstate Highway #95 in Sherman; then following Interstate Highway #95 southerly to the Canadian Atlantic Railway tracks in T2R8 NWP; then following the Canadian Atlantic Railway tracks westerly to the point of origin where the Canadian Atlantic Railway tracks intersects State Highway #11 in Brownville.



11.
WMD 11. District 11 shall be that portion of the state located within the following bounds: Beginning at the point where State Highway #157 intersects Interstate Highway #95 in Medway; then following Interstate Highway #95 northerly to State Highway #158 in Sherman; then following State Highway #158 westerly to State Highway #11 in Sherman; then following State Highway #11 northerly to State Highway #212 at Knowles Corner in Moro Plt; then following State Highway #212 southeasterly to State Highway #2 in Merrill; then following State Highway #2 westerly to Interstate Highway #95 in Smyrna; then following Interstate Highway #95 easterly to the Maine-New Brunswick border in Houlton; then following the Maine-New Brunswick border southerly to State Highway #6 in Vanceboro; then following State Highway #6 westerly to State Highway #168 in Lee; then following State Highway #168 northerly to State Highway #2 in Winn; then following State Highway #2 northerly to State Highway #157 in Mattawamkeag; then following State Highway #157 northeasterly to the point of origin at Interstate Highway #95 in Medway.



12.
WMD 12. District 12 shall be that portion of the state located within the following bounds: Beginning at the point where the Government Rd intersects the Maine-New Hampshire border in Stow; then following the Maine-New Hampshire border northerly to State Highway #26 in Upton; then following State Highway #26 southeasterly to the East B Hill Rd in Upton; then following the East B Hill Rd southeasterly to State Highway #120 in Andover; then following State Highway #120 easterly to the South Arm Rd in Andover; then following the South Arm Rd northerly to the Lohnes Rd in Andover; then following Lohnes Rd northeasterly to the Roxbury Pond Rd in Byron; then following the Roxbury Pond Rd northeasterly to State Highway #17 in Byron; then following State Highway #17 easterly to the Byron Rd in Byron; then following the Byron Rd easterly to State Highway #142 in Weld; then following State Highway #142 southeasterly to State Highway #156 in Weld; then following State Highway #156 southeasterly to State Highway #4 in Wilton; then following State Highway #4 southerly to State Highway #140 in Jay; then following State Highway #140 southerly to State Highway #108 in Canton; then following State Highway #108 southeasterly to State Highway #4 in Livermore; then following State Highway #4 southerly to State Highway #219 in Turner; then following State Highway #219 westerly to the Greenwood-Norway Rd in Greenwood; then following the Greenwood-Norway Rd southerly to State Highway #118 in Norway; then following State Highway #118 westerly to State Highway #5 in Albany Twp; then following State Highway #5 westerly to the Evergreen Valley Rd in Lovell; then following the Evergreen Valley Rd westerly to the Government Rd in Stoneham; then following the Government Rd westerly to the point of origin at the Maine-New Hampshire border in Stow.



13.
WMD 13. District 13 shall be that portion of the state located within the following bounds: Beginning at the point where State Highway #156 intersects State Highway #142 in Weld; then following State Highway #142 northeasterly to State Highway #27 in Kingfield; then following State Highway #27 northerly to the Poplar Stream Carriage Rd in Carrabasset Valley; then following the Poplar Stream Carriage Rd northeasterly to the Long Falls Dam Rd in Carrabasset Valley; then following the Long Falls Dam Rd northerly to the Central Maine Power Co. transmission line in Carrabasset Valley; then following the Central Maine Power Co. transmission line southeasterly to the western shore of the Kennebec River in Pleasant Ridge Plt; then following the western shore of the Kennebec River southerly to the State Highway #148 bridge in Anson; then following State Highway #148 southwesterly to State Highway #43 in Industry; then following State Highway #43 southwesterly to State Highway #4 in Farmington; then following State Highway #4 southwesterly to State Highway #156 in Wilton; then following State Highway #156 to the point of origin at the intersection with State Highway #142 in Weld.



14.
WMD 14. District 14 shall be that portion of the state located within the following bounds: Beginning at the bridge where State Highway #16 crosses the Kennebec River in Concord Twp; then following the western shore of the Kennebec River northerly to the State Highway #201 bridge in The Forks Plt; then following State Highway #201 southerly to the Moxie Pond Rd in The Forks Twp; then following the Moxie Pond Rd easterly to the CC Rd in East Moxie Twp; then following the CC Rd easterly to the Upper Shirley Corner Rd in Shirley; then following the Upper Shirley Corner Rd easterly to State Highway #6/15 in Shirley; then following State Highway #6/15 northerly to Lily Bay Rd (a.k.a. North Main St) in Greenville; then following Lily Bay Rd one block northerly to the Greenville to Katahdin Iron Works Rd in Greenville; then following the Greenville to Katahdin Iron Works Rd easterly to the Katahdin Iron Works Rd in Bowdoin College Grant West; then following the Katahdin Iron Works Rd easterly to State Highway #11 in T5R9 NWP; then following State Highway #11 southerly to State Highway #16 in Milo; then following State Highway #16 to the point of origin at the Kennebec River bridge in Concord Plt.



15.
WMD 15. District 15 shall be that portion of the state located within the following bounds: Beginning at the point where State Highway #110 intersects the Maine-New Hampshire border in Newfield; then following the Maine-New Hampshire border northerly to the Government Rd in Stow; then following the Government Rd easterly to the Evergreen Valley Rd in Stoneham; then following the Evergreen Valley Rd easterly to State Highway #5 in Lovell; then following State Highway #5 easterly to State Highway #118 in Albany Twp; then following State Highway #118 easterly to the Greenwood-Norway Rd in Norway; then following the Greenwood-Norway Rd northerly to State Highway #219 in Greenwood; the following State Highway #219 easterly to State Highway #4 in Turner; then following State Highway #4 southerly to State Highway #11 in Auburn; then following State Highway #11 southwesterly to State Highway #110 in Newfield; then following State Highway #110 westerly to the point of origin on the Maine-New Hampshire border in Newfield.



16.
WMD 16. District 16 shall be that portion of the state located within the following bounds: Beginning at the point where the State Highway #202 bridge crosses the Androscoggin River in Auburn; then following State Highway #202 westerly to State Highway #4 in Auburn; then following State Highway #4 northerly to State Highway #108 in Livermore; then following State Highway #108 northwesterly to State Highway #140 in Canton; then following State Highway #140 northeasterly to State Highway #4 in Jay; then following State Highway #4 northerly to State Highway #43 in Farmington; then following State Highway #43 northeasterly to State Highway #148 in Industry; then following State Highway #148 northeasterly to the bridge across the Kennebec River in Anson; then following the western shore of the Kennebec River southerly to the Interstate Highway #95 bridge across the Kennebec River in Fairfield; then following Interstate Highway #95 southerly to State Highway #202 in Augusta; then following State Highway #202 westerly to the point of origin at the Androscoggin River bridge in Auburn.



17.
WMD 17. District 17 shall be that portion of the state located within the following bounds: Beginning at the bridge where Interstate Highway #95 crosses the Kennebec River in Fairfield; then following the western shore of the Kennebec River, northerly to the State Highway #16 bridge in Concord Twp; then following State Highway #16 westerly to the Bangor and Aroostook Railway tracks in Milo; then following the Bangor and Aroostook Railway tracks southerly to Interstate Highway #95 in Hampden; then following Interstate Highway #95southerly and westerly to the point of origin on the bridge across the Kennebec River in Fairfield.



18.
WMD 18. District 18 shall be that portion of the state located within the following bounds: Beginning at the point where State Highway #9 crosses Sigley Brook in Clifton; then following the northern shore of Sibley Brook westerly to the shore of Chemo Pond; then following the northern shore of Chemo Pond westerly to Blackman Stream in Bradley; then following the northern shore of Blackman Stream westerly to the Penobscot River in Bradley; then following the eastern shore of the Penobscot River northerly to the State Highway #2 bridge in Milford; then following State Highway #2 westerly to State Highway #43 in Old Town; then following State Highway #43 northwesterly to the Bangor and Aroostook Railway Tracks in Hudson; then following the Bangor and Aroostook Railway tracks northerly to State Highway #16 in Milo; then following State Highway #16 easterly to State Highway #11 in Milo; then following State Highway #11 northerly to the Canadian Atlantic Railway tracks in Brownville; then following the Canadian Atlantic Railway tracks easterly to Interstate Highway #95 in T2R8 NWP; then following Interstate Highway #95 northerly to State Highway #157 in Medway; then following State Highway #157 southeasterly to State Highway #2 in Mattawamkeag; then following State Highway #2 southerly to State Highway #168 in Winn; then following State Highway #168 southerly to State Highway #6 in Lee; then following State Highway #6 easterly to the Skunk Hill Rd in Lee; then following the Skunk Hill Rd southerly to the Weir Pond Rd in Lee; then following the Weir Pond Rd southerly to the bridge across the East Branch Passadumkeag River in T3R1 NBPP; then following the eastern shore of the East Branch Passadumkeag River southerly to the main stem of the Passadumkeag River in T3R1 NBPP; then following the eastern shore of the Passadumkeag River to Nicatous Stream in T3 ND; then following the eastern shore of Nicatous Stream to Nicatous Lake in T3 ND; then following the northern and eastern shores of Nicatous Lake to Coombs Brook in T41 MD; then following the eastern shore of Coombs Brook southerly to the Deer Lake Rd (32-00-00 Rd) bridge in T41 MD; then following the Deer Lake Rd (32-00-00 Rd) southerly to the Stud Mill Rd in T34 MD; then following the Stud Mill Rd westerly to Alligator Lake Rd (27-00-00 Rd) in T34 MD; then following the 27-00-00 Rd southerly to the 29-00-00 Rd in T28 MD; then following the 29-00-00 Rd southerly to State Highway #9 in T28 MD; then following State Highway #9 westerly to the point of origin at Sibley Brook in Clifton.



19.
WMD 19. District 19 shall be that portion of the state located within the following bounds: Beginning at the point where the 29-00-00 Rd (Alligator Lake Rd) intersects State Highway #9 in T28 MD; then following the 29-00-00 Rd northerly to the 27-00-00 Rd in T28 MD; then following the 27-00-00 Rd northerly to the Stud Mill Rd in T34 MD; then following the Stud Mill Rd easterly to the Deer Lake Rd (32-00-00 Rd) in T34 MD; then following the Deer Lake Rd (32-00-00 Rd) northerly to Coombs Brook in T41 MD; then following the eastern shore of Coombs Brook to Nicatous Lake in T41 MD; then following the eastern and northern shores of Nicatous Lake to Nicatous Stream in T3 ND; then following the eastern shore of Nicatous Stream to the Passadumkeag River in T3 ND; then following the eastern shore of the Passadumkeag river northerly to the East Branch Passadumkeag River in T3R1 NBPP; then following the eastern shore of the East Branch Passadumkeag River northerly to the Weir Pond Rd in T3R1 NBPP; then following the Weir Pond Rd northerly to the Skunk Hill Rd in Lee; then following the Skunk Hill Rd northerly to State Highway #6 in Lee; then following State Highway #6 easterly to the Maine-New Brunswick border in Vanceboro; then following the Maine-New Brunswick border southerly to Stony Brook in Baileyville; then following the western shore of Stony Brook southerly to State Highway #9 in Baileyville; then following State Highway #9 westerly to the point of origin at the intersection with the 29-00-00 Rd (Alligator Lake Rd) in T28 MD.



20.
WMD 20. District 20 shall be that portion of the state located within the following bounds: Beginning at the Interstate Highway #95 bridge at the Maine-New Hampshire border in Kittery; then following the Maine-New Hampshire border northerly to State Highway #110 in Newfield; then following State Highway #110 easterly to State Highway #11 in Newfield; then following State Highway #11 northeasterly to the Saco River bridge in Limington; then following the western shore of the Saco River southerly to the Interstate Highway #95 bridge in Biddeford; then following Interstate Highway #95 southwesterly to the point of origin on the Interstate Highway #95 bridge at the Maine-New Hampshire border in Kittery.



21.
WMD 21. District 21 shall be that portion of the state located within the following bounds: Beginning at the Interstate Highway #95 bridge across the Saco River in Biddeford; then following the western shore of the Saco River northerly to the State Highway #11 bridge in Limington; then following State Highway #11 northeasterly to State Highway #202 in Auburn; then following State Highway #202 easterly to the bridge across the Androscoggin River in Auburn; then following the western shore of the Androscoggin River to the Interstate Highway #295 bridge in Brunswick; then following Interstate Highway #295 southwesterly to the Maine Central Railway tracks in Freeport; then following the Maine Central Railway tracks southwesterly to the Interstate Highway #95 Exit #52 Access Rd to Interstate Highway #295 in Portland; then following the Interstate Highway #95 Exit #52 Access Rd to Interstate Highway #295 westerly to Interstate Highway #95 in Portland; then following Interstate Highway #95 southwesterly to the point of origin at the Saco River bridge in Biddeford.



22.
WMD 22. District 22 shall be that portion of the state located within the following bounds: Beginning at the Interstate Highway #295 bridge across the Androscoggin River in Brunswick; then following the western shore of the Androscoggin River northwesterly to the State Highway #202 bridge in Auburn; then following State Highway #202 northeasterly to State Highway #9 in Augusta; then following State Highway #9 southerly to State Highway #17 in Augusta; then following State Highway #17 easterly to State Highway #218 in Whitefield; then following State Highway #218 southerly to State Highway #1 in Wiscasset; then following State Highway #1 southwesterly to the bridge across the Kennebec River in Bath; then following the western shore of the Kennebec River northerly to the western shore of the Androscoggin River in Bath; then following the western shore of the Androscoggin River southerly and northwesterly to the point of origin at the Interstate Highway #295 bridge across the Androscoggin River in Brunswick.



23.
WMD 23. District 23 shall be that portion of the state located within the following bounds: Beginning at the point where State Highway #202 intersects Interstate Highway #95 in Augusta; then following Interstate Highway #95 northeasterly to State Highway #69 in Newburgh; then following State Highway #69 southerly to the Monroe Rd in Winterport; then following the Monroe Rd southwesterly to the Pines Rd in Monroe; then following the Pines Rd southwesterly to State Highway #139 in Monroe; then following State Highway #139 westerly to State Highway #141 in Monroe; then following State Highway #141 southerly to State Highway #1 in Belfast; then following State Highway #1 westerly to State Highway #3 in Belfast; then following State Highway #3 westerly to the Turner Ridge Rd in Palermo; then following the Turner Ridge Rd southerly to State Highway #105 in Somerville; then crossing State Highway #105 to the Cooper’s Mills / Somerville Rd in Somerville; then following the Cooper’s Mills / Somerville Rd southerly to State Highway #17 in Whitefield; then following State Highway #17 westerly to State Highway #9 in Augusta; then following State Highway #9 northerly to State Highway #202 in Augusta; then following State Highway #202 westerly to the point of origin at the intersection with Interstate Highway #95 in Augusta.


24.
WMD 24. District 24 shall be that portion of the state located within the following bounds: Beginning at the Interstate Highway #95 bridge at the Maine-New Hampshire border in Kittery; then following Interstate Highway #95 northeasterly to the Interstate Highway #95 Exit #52 Access Rd to Interstate Highway #295 in Portland; then following the Interstate Highway #95 Exit #52 Access Rd to Interstate Highway #295 easterly to the Maine Central Railway tracks in Portland; then following the Maine Central Railway tracks northeasterly to Interstate Highway #295 in Freeport; then following Interstate Highway #295 northeasterly to the Androscoggin River bridge in Brunswick; then following the western shore of the Androscoggin River easterly to the western shore of the Kennebec River in Bath; then following the western shore of the Kennebec River southerly to the Atlantic Ocean in Phippsburg; then following the coast of Maine southwesterly to the Maine-New Hampshire border in Kittery; then following the Maine-New Hampshire border northerly to the point of origin at the Interstate Highway #95 bridge across the Maine-New Hampshire border in Kittery.



25.
WMD 25. District 25 shall be that portion of the state located within the following bounds: Beginning at the State Highway #1 bridge across the Kennebec River in Bath; then following State Highway #1 northeasterly to State Highway #218 in Wiscasset; then following State Highway #218 northerly to State Highway #17 in Whitefield; then crossing State Highway #17 to the Cooper’s Mills / Somerville Rd in Whitefield; then following the Cooper’s Mills / Somerville Rd northerly to State Highway #105 in Somerville; then crossing State Highway #105 to the Turner Ridge Rd in Somerville; then following the Turner Ridge Rd northerly to State Highway #3 in Palermo; then following State Highway #3 easterly to State Highway #1 in Belfast, then following State Highway #1 to the bridge crossing the Passagassawakeag River in Belfast; then following the coast of Maine southwesterly to the Kennebec River in Phippsburg; then following the western shore of the Kennebec River northerly to the point of origin at the State Highway #1 bridge across the Kennebec River in Bath.

26.
WMD 26. District 26 shall be that portion of the state located within the following bounds: Beginning at the State Highway #1 bridge across the Passagassawakeag River in Belfast; then following State Highway #1 northerly to State Highway #141 in Belfast; then following State Highway #141 northerly to State Highway #139 in Monroe; then following State Highway #139 easterly to the Pines Rd in Monroe; then following the Pines Rd northeasterly to the Monroe Rd in Monroe; then following the Monroe Rd northeasterly to State Highway #69 in Winterport; then following State Highway #69 northerly to Interstate Highway #95 in Newburgh; then" following Interstate Highway #95 easterly to the Bangor and Aroostook Railway tracks in Hampden; then following the Bangor and Aroostook Railway tracks northerly to State Highway #43 in Hudson; then following State Highway #43 southeasterly to State Highway #2 in Old Town; then following State Highway #2 easterly to the bridge across the Penobscot River in Milford; then following the eastern shore of the Penobscot River southerly to the outlet of Blackman Stream in Bradley; then following the northern shore of Blackman Stream easterly to Chemo Pond in Bradley; then following the northern shore of Chemo Pond easterly to the junction with Sibley Brook in Clifton; then following the northern shore of Sibley Brook easterly to State Highway #9 in Clifton; then following State Highway #9 westerly to State Highway #180 in Clifton; then following State Highway #180 southeasterly to the former Maine Central Railway right-of-way in Ellsworth; then following the former Maine Central Railway right-of-way easterly to the crossing on the main branch of Egypt Stream in Franklin; then following the western shore of the main branch of Egypt Stream southerly to the Atlantic Ocean in Egypt Bay in Hancock; then following the western shore of Egypt Bay. Sullivan Harbor and the Atlantic Ocean southwesterly to the point of origin at the State Highway #1 bridge across the Passagassawakeag River in Belfast.

27.
WMD 27. District 27 shall be that portion of the state located within the following bounds: Beginning at the point where Egypt Stream enters Egypt Bay in Hancock then following the western shore of the main stem of Egypt Stream northerly to the former Maine Central Railway right-of-way in Franklin; then following the former Maine Central Railway right-of-way easterly and northerly to the crossing at Magurrewock Stream in Calais; then following the south shore of Magurrewock Stream westerly to the Maine-New Brunswick border: then following the Maine-New Brunswick border easterly to the Atlantic Ocean; then following the Atlantic Ocean southerly and westerly to the point of origin at the point where the main stem of Egypt Stream enters Egypt Bay in Hancock. District 27 includes all coastal islands in Washington County, as well as those coastal islands located in Franklin, Sullivan, Sorrento, Gouldsboro, and Winter Harbor in Hancock County.

28.
WMD 28. District 28 shall be that portion of the state located within the following bounds: Beginning at the junction of State Highway #180 and State Highway #9 in Clifton: then following State Highway #9 easterly to Stony Brook in Baileyville: then following the western shore of Stony Brook northerly to the Maine-New Brunswick border: then following the Maine-New Brunswick border easterly to the outlet of Magurrewock Stream in Calais: then following the south shore of Magurrewock Stream easterly to the Maine Central Railway crossing: then following the former Maine Central Railway right-of-way southerly and westerly to State Highway #180 in Ellsworth: then following State Highway #180 northerly to the point of origin at State Highway #9 in Clifton.

29.
WMD 29. District 29 shall be that portion of the state located within the following bounds: Beginning at the point where Egypt Stream enters into Egypt Bay in Hancock: then following Egypt Bay and Sullivan Harbor in Hancock southerly to the Atlantic Ocean: then following the coast of Maine southwesterly to the Maine-New Hampshire border in Kittery. District 29 includes all coastal islands seaward of the first upstream bridge, which are not connected to the mainland at low tide, or by manmade structures.

4.01
Upland Game and Furbearing Animals


A.
General Prohibition


It shall be unlawful for any person to have in possession, at any time, any wild bird or wild animal, or part thereof, taken in violation of these regulations. There shall be a closed season for the hunting or trapping of any wild bird or wild animal for which an open season is not herein specifically provided or is provided by law.


B.
Limits


No person shall hunt, trap or have in his possession at any time more than the numerical limits of any given species of upland game or furbearing animal which are specifically set forth in these regulations.


C.
Keeping Upland Game and Furbearing Animals Alive


No person shall keep alive any upland game or furbearing animal which such person has taken, whether by hunting or trapping, except in accordance with the provisions of 12 MRSA §§ 7231, 7232, 7235, 7242 and 7771, as amended, providing, among other things, for the issuance of permits for such purposes by the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife.


D.
Hunting Seasons for Upland Game


The following are the hunting seasons, daily bag limits and possession limits for upland game:
Species
Open Season on Hunting
Daily Bag Limit
Possession

Snowshoe Hare
Oct. 1 - March 31
4
8


(Oct. 1 - Feb. 28 on Vinalhaven


Island, Knox County)

Gray Squirrel
Oct. 1 - Dec. 31
4
8

Falconry Gray
Oct. 1 – Feb. 28
4
8

Squirrel Season

Woodchuck
No Closed Season

Porcupine
No Closed Season

Ring Necked
Pheasant
Oct. 1 - Dec. 31
2
4

Ruffed Grouse


(Partridge)
Oct. 1 - Dec. 31
4
8

Bobwhite Quail
Oct 1 – Dec. 31
4
8

Spruce Grouse
NONE

The open hunting season on bobwhite quail, ruffed grouse (partridge) and ring necked pheasant shall begin on October 1st except when the opening day of the American woodcock season falls prior to October 1st. Whenever the opening day of the woodcock season in any area of the State falls prior to October 1, the hunting season on bobwhite quail, ruffed grouse and ring-necked pheasant in that area will open on the same day as the woodcock season.


F.
Gray Squirrels


No person shall hunt or trap gray squirrels on any land which have been dedicated as a public or private park or which are within the limits of compact or built-up portions of any city or town.

G.
Open Seasons for the Hunting and Trapping of Furbearing Animals
1.
Beaver Trapping
1.a.
Wildlife Management Districts 1, 2, 3, 4
October 16 - April 30

Wildlife Management Districts 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11
October 30 – April 30

Wildlife Management Districts 18, 19, 28
October 30 – April 15

Wildlife Management Districts
7, 12, 13, 14, 15, 

16, 17, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 29
November 15 – March 31

After the close of the Regular Trapping Season (paragraph 2 below), muskrats may still be trapped, but only in those areas that are open to beaver trapping. After February 28, in those Wildlife Management Districts open to beaver trapping, muskrat trapping is restricted to 1) killer-type traps, foot-hold traps, and colony traps, which must be set to remain underwater at all time; or 2) foothold traps on “covered floats.” A covered float is defined as a float completely covered on the sides and top with hardware cloth, screen, or other similar material, having a mesh size no greater than 1/2 inch square. Access to the float will be limited to openings at the extreme ends of the float and the openings will not exceed 7 inches in height, or 14 inches in width. The use of exposed bait or visible attractor on covered floats is prohibited. Only one trap may be placed per float; the trap must be recessed 3 inches or greater from any opening in the cover; the trap chain or wire must be at least 3 feet long; and the maximum foothold trap size for covered floats sets will be No. 1 1/2.

Traps set for beaver in October, November and April are restricted to killer-type traps and drowning sets.

1.b.
Open and Closed Areas for Beaver Trapping
Closed areas for Wildlife Management District 1
(Open October 16 – April 30)


No closures within this Wildlife Management District
Closed areas for Wildlife Management District 2
(Open October 16 – April 30)


No closures within this Wildlife Management District

Closed areas for Wildlife Management District 3
(Open October 16 – April 30)


No closures within this Wildlife Management District

Closed areas for Wildlife Management District 4
(Open October 16 – April 30)


No closures within this Wildlife Management District

Closed areas for Wildlife Management District 5
(Open October 30 – April 30)


The following towns shall be completely closed with no part of the town open:



(No towns in this category in this District)


The following town shall be closed but with the excepted part of the town open:



Trout Brook Twp., except north of Trout Brook.


The following towns shall be open but with the excepted part of the town closed:

Ashland, except unnamed brook on land owned by Artemus and Rosemary Coffin located north of Goding Road and west of Rt. #11.

Closed areas for Wildlife Management District 6
(Open October 30 – April 30)


The following towns shall be completely closed with no part of the town open:

(No towns in this category in this District)

The following towns shall be closed but with the excepted part of the town open:

(No towns in this category in this District)

The following towns shall be open but with the excepted part of the town closed:

Ashland, except section of Nowland Brook on land owned by Ronald Rushinal adjacent to the Nowland Road.

Castle Hill, except unnamed tributary to North Branch Presque Isle Stream on land owned by Melvin Johnson. Land located on east side of Haystack Mountain and south of Rt. 163.

Closed areas for Wildlife Management District 7
(Open October 30 – March 31)


The following towns shall be completely closed with no part of the town open:

(No towns in this category in this District)

The following towns shall be closed but with the excepted part of the town open:



(No towns in this category in this District)

The following towns shall be open but with the excepted part of the town closed:



Twp. 6 North of Weld, except Mud Pond and outlet.

Upton, except section of B Brook from the confluence with B Pond, downstream to the first road crossing.
Closed areas for Wildlife Management District 8
(Open October 30 – April 30)

The following towns shall be completely closed with no part of the town open:



(No towns in this category in this District)

The following towns shall be closed but with the excepted part of the town open:



(No towns in this category in this District)

The following towns shall be open but with the excepted part of the town closed:




Blake Gore, except Capehorn Pond.



Carrying Place Town Twp. (T2 R3 BKP WKR), except Black Brook Pond, flowage, and outlet downstream to the first gravel road.



Forsythe Twp., except Turner Pond. 



Holeb Twp., except Fish Pond and tributaries. 



Johnson Mountain Twp., except Markham and outlet to Rt. 201. 



Pierce Pond Twp., except Black Brook Pond, flowage, and outlet downstream to the first gravel road.



Prentiss Twp., except Capehorn Pond.



Tomhegan Game Sanctuary, the Pittston Farm Game Sanctuary, the Moosehead Lake Game Sanctuary and Somerset Game Sanctuary shall all be open.

Closed areas for Wildlife Management District 9
(Open October 30– April 30)

The following towns shall be completely closed with no part of the town open:



(No towns in this category in this District)

The following towns shall be closed but with the excepted part of the town open:



(No towns in this category in this District)

The following towns shall be open but with the excepted part of the town closed.

T2 R12 WELS, except for the property of Ben Bailey located from the intersection of the Sias Hill/Greenville Road and the western boundary of the T2 R12 WELS township line south to the T1 R12 WELS township line east along the southern boundary of T2 R12 WELS to the intersection the T2 R12 WELS southern boundary and Gulliver Brook.  From this intersection the property line follows Gulliver Brook northwest to Big Fisher Pond where the property line runs west to east across the middle of the pond where it then continues along the road at the outlet of Big Fisher Pond in a south then northwest direction to the Sias Hill/Greenville Road where the property line follows the Sias Hill/Greenville road in a southwesterly line to the western T2 R12 WELS township line boundary.

Closed areas for Wildlife Management District 10
(Open October 30– April 30)
No closures within this Wildlife Management District

Closed areas for Wildlife Management District 11
(Open October 30– April 30)
No closures within this Wildlife Management District

Closed areas for Wildlife Management District 12
(Open October 30 – March 31)

The following towns shall be completely closed with no part of the town open:



(No towns in this category in this District)


The following towns shall be closed but with the excepted part of the town open:



(No towns in this category in this District)


The following towns shall be open but with the excepted part of the town closed:



Gilead, except Carlton Brook.

Hartford, except part of the west tributary to Little Bear Pond that runs through the property owned by Sylvia Mahoney. The closed beaver flowage is located on the northeast side of the Mahoney Road.



Twp. 6 North of Weld, except Mud Pond and outlet.

Closed areas for Wildlife Management District 13
(Open October 30 – March 31)

The following towns shall be completely closed with no part of the town open:


(No towns in this category in this District)

The following towns shall be closed but with the excepted part of the town open:



(No towns in this category in this District)

The following towns shall be open but with the excepted part of the town closed:



Concord Twp., except Owen’s Marsh and outlet to Rt. 16. 

Closed areas for Wildlife Management District 14
(Open October 30 – March 31)
No closures within this Wildlife Management District

Closed areas for Wildlife Management District 15
(Open October 30 – March 31)


The following towns shall be completely closed with no part of the town open:



(No towns in this category in this District)


The following towns shall be closed but with the excepted part of the town open:



(No towns in this category in this District)


The following towns shall be open but with the excepted part of the town closed:

Brownfield, except Shuther Brook from Peary Mt. Road downstream to Shepards River.

Cornish, except that portion of “the heath”, and eastern tributary of Brown Brook, one-half mile eastward from Watson Hill Road.

Porter, except Thurston Brook from Kennard Hill Road to Bickford Pond and Mill Brook from Maine/New Hampshire border to Bickford Pond.

Waterford, except portion of Kedar Brook upstream of Rt. 37.

Otisfield, except Coon Swamp and tributaries.

Closed areas for Wildlife Management District 16 
(Open October 30 – March 31)

The following towns shall be completely closed with no part of the town open:



(No towns in this category in this District)

The following towns shall be closed but with the excepted part of the town open:



(No towns in this category in this District)


The following towns shall be open but with the excepted part of the town closed:



Mercer, except the land of David P. Van Burgel and Kathy J. Scott, which is located between the Hampshire Hill Road and the Rome Road, and includes a portion of Hilton Brook.

Closed areas for Wildlife Management District 17 
(Open October 30 – March 31)


The following towns shall be completely closed with no part of the town open:



(No towns in this category in this District)

The following towns shall be closed but with the excepted part of the town open:



(No towns in this category in this District)


The following towns shall be open but with the excepted part of the town closed:

Atkinson, except the flowage located on the east side of the Dorr Road and within the Bud Leavitt Wildlife Management Area.

Charleston, except the land of R. Christopher Almy, which includes a portion of South Gate Brook and a tributary to Hudson Brook.

Charleston, except the wetland located dwn the hill from the Charleston Correctional Facility and bordered by Route 15 and the Whiting Road, and completely within the Bud Leavitt Wildlife Management Area.

Hartland, except tributaries to Thompson Brook west and north of Rt. 23 that are on the property owned by John Studt.

Hermon, except the land of Herbert Bates bordered on the north by the Fuller Road, on the east by the New Boston Road, on the south by Rt. 2/100, and to the west by the Billings Road.

Skowhegan, except an un-named bog located on the land of Sally Knight, east of the East Ridge Road and south of the Notch Road. It is south of Loomis Hill, west of Whittemore Hill, and north of Foster Hill.

Closed areas for Wildlife Management District 18 
(Open October 30 – April 15)
No closures within this Wildlife Management District

Closed areas for Wildlife Management District 19
(Open October 30 – April 15)

The following towns shall be completely closed with no part of the town open:



(No towns in this category in this District)


The following towns shall be closed but with the excepted part of the town open:



(No towns in this category in this District)


The following towns shall be open but with the excepted part of the town closed:



Princeton, except Slime Meadow Brook.



T3 ND, except Duck Lake Brook.



T4 ND, except Duck Lake Brook.

Closed areas for Wildlife Management District 20
(Open October 30 – March 31)
(No closures within this Wildlife Management District)
Closed areas for Wildlife Management District 21
(Open November 15 – March 31)

The following towns shall be completely closed with no part of the town open:



(No towns in this category in this District)

The following towns shall be closed but with the excepted part of the town open:



(No towns in this category in this District)


The following towns shall be open but with the excepted part of the town closed:

Pownal, except tributary to Chandler River, between Allen Road and Chadsey Road, and Chandler River between Poland Roage Road and Lawrence Road.

Closed areas for Wildlife Management District 22
(Open October 30 – March 31)

The following towns shall be completely closed with no part of the town open:



Perkins Twp.

(Swan Island)

The following towns shall be closed but with the excepted part of the town open:



(No towns in this category in this District)


The following towns shall be open but with the excepted part of the town closed:

Pittston, except the property owned by Judith Schuppien and Philip Brzozowski located on the west side of the Eastern River and south of the Caston Road.

Woolwich, except area encompassed by Walker Road to the south, the Mountain Road to the east, and the Old Stage Road to the north and west.

Closed areas for Wildlife Management District 23
(Open October 30 – March 31)

The following towns shall be completely closed with no part of the town open:



(No towns in this category in this District)


The following towns shall be closed but with the excepted part of the town open:



(No towns in this category in this District)


The following towns shall be open but with the excepted part of the town closed:

China, except the property of H.C. Dillenbeck very large flowage located on Clark Brook. Town map 32 Lots 37 and 38.
Etna, except wetland located east of the Rt. 143, south of I-95, west of the Etna/Carmel town line, and north of the South Etna Road.

Etna, except for the property of Cindy McKay and the wetlands located east of the Plymouth/Etna town line, north of Route 69, west of the West Etna Road, and south of Interstate 95.

Freedom, except wetlands located east of the North Palermo Road, south of the Sibley Road, west of Bennett Lane, and north of Hutchins Corner.

Montville, except the parcel of land owned by the Sheepscot Wellspring Land Alliance located north of the Burnham Hill Road, west of the Howard Road, south of the Penny Road, and east of the Halldale Road.

Montville, except land owned by the Sheepscot Wellspring Land Alliance located north of the Burnham Hill Road between Herb Jackson Road and the Mountain Road.

Closed areas for Wildlife Management District 24
(Open October 30 – March 31)
 (No towns in this Wildlife Management District)
Closed areas for Wildlife Management District 25
(Open October 30 – March 31)

The following towns shall be completely closed with no part of the town open:



(No towns in this category in this District)

The following towns shall be closed but with the excepted part of the town open:



(No towns in this category in this District)


The following towns shall be open but with the excepted part of the town closed:

Alna, except north of Rt. 194 to the Alna Town Line, east of Hollywood Blvd, and west of the Egypt Road.

Boothbay, except Meadow Pond located southeast of the Back Narrows Road and north of Route 96.
Bristol, except unnamed tributary to the Pemaquid River that passes through the land owned by James Deucher, north of the Rock Schoolhouse Road. (Fire Road. B 31-1).

Bristol, except Johnson’s Meadow on Trout Brook, so called, to the Chamberlain Post Office.

Edgecomb, except area south of Lawrence Road (formerly Mill Road), east of Parson’s Creek, and west of Parson’s Point Road and Rt. 27.

Edgecomb, except the wetland known as Hourglass Pond located east of Rt. 26, north of the Middle Road, south of the Town Hall Road, and west of the CMP powerline right-of-way, property of Betty Twarog.

Edgecomb, except Charles & Constance Schmid Land Preserve, a private land preserve that encompasses 766 acres located off of the Middle Road, Old County Road and Mount Hunger Road East, and Mount Hunger Road North.

Jefferson, except south of the Atkins Road, west of Rt. 215 to the town line, and west of the Egypt road to the Jefferson/Whitefield town line.

Northport, except the land of Ovid Santoro located east of State Route 52, north of the Northport/Lincolnville town line, north of Pitcher Pond, west of the thread of Sucker Brook, and south of Pitcher Road.
Rockport, except the land east of the junction of Route 17 and Hope Street, north of the junction of Route 17 and Park Street to the Camden town line, south of the Rockport/Camden town line headed west to the Hope town line, south of the Hope town line to Hope Street, and east of Hope Street to the junction of Route 17.

South Thomaston, except the land of C. M. Waterman, so called Towers Brook, west and north of Route 73, and south of the Grierson Road.

Warren, except from the beginning of the outlet stream at the north end of North Pond, northeasterly until the outlet stream crosses the Western Road.  All flowages along the outlet stream, east of the North Pond and west of the Western Road, and north of the start of the outlet stream.

Whitefield, except the land owned by Paul and Mary Fournier located north of the Jewett Road in the Jefferson-Whitefield Sanctuary.

Whitefield, except the land owned by Lisa Tuttle, including the beaver flowage located along the west side of Weary Pond Road, just inside the boundary of the Jefferson-Whitefield Sanctuary.

Whitefield, except east of the Weary Pond Road to the Jefferson/Whitefield Town line, east of Hollywood Blvd. to the Jefferson/Whitefield Town Line, and south of the Hilton Road.

Note: Land in the Jefferson-Whitefield Sanctuary that is in the town of Whitefield will be open to beaver trapping except for the area described above.

Closed areas for Wildlife Management District 26
(Open October 30 – March 31)

The following towns shall be completely closed with no part of the town open:



(No towns in this category in this District)


The following towns shall be closed but with the excepted part of the town open:



(No towns in this category in this District)


The following towns shall be open but with the excepted part of the town closed:

Eddington, except Merrill Road Brook which crosses the Merrill Road in East Eddington.

Searsport, except flowage on the property of Richard and Joyce Stevens located south and east of the junction of the Mt. Ephraim Road and the Nickels Road.

Stonington, except Ames Pond and its inlet.

Swanville, except flowage located on the northwest corner of Swan Lake on the property owned by Alfred Miliano.

Closed areas for Wildlife Management District 27
(Open October 30 – March 31)
No closures within this Wildlife Management District

Closed areas for Wildlife Management District 28
(Open October 30 – April 15)
No closures within this Wildlife Management District

Closed areas for Wildlife Management District 29
(Open October 30 – March 31)

The following towns shall be completely closed with no part of the town open:



(No towns in this category in this District)


The following towns shall be closed but with the excepted part of the town open:



(No towns in this category in this District)


The following towns shall be open but with the excepted part of the town closed: 



Frenchboro, except Long Island.

2.
Statewide Regular Trapping Season: Bobcat, coyote, fisher**, fox, marten, mink, muskrat*, opossum, otter, raccoon, red squirrel, skunk, weasel: The Sunday preceding the first day of the open firearm season on deer through December 31. (For exceptions to the general trapping season please read below.)
Any lynx caught incidentally, whether dead or alive, during any trapping season must be reported to a game warden or biologist of the Department as soon as possible and prior to removing the animal from the trap, unless a Department official can not be reached in time to prevent injury to the lynx. Any lynx released under this provision before reporting to the Department must also be reported to the Department within 24 hours from the time it was discovered.

2-A.
Early Fox and Coyote Trapping Season Statewide
There shall be an early fox and coyote trapping season statewide beginning on the Sunday 2 weeks prior to the opening of the regular fall trapping season and extending through the day prior to the opening of the regular fall trapping season. Any raccoon, skunk or opossum taken incidental to fox and coyote trapping may be lawfully possessed. During this early trapping season, except as provided in this section, it is unlawful to take or possess any furbearing animal other than fox, coyote, raccoon, opossum and skunk. Any other furbearing animal caught incidentally in a fox or coyote set must be immediately released alive, or, if found dead in the trap, must be reported to a game warden as soon as possible and prior to removal of the animal from the trap and trap site location. Any such incidental catch found dead in the trap must be turned over to an agent of the commissioner within 48 hours from the rime it was discovered.

During this early fox and coyote trapping season, in addition to department rules and state laws which affect trapping in general, the following restrictions also apply;

a.
Killer-type traps are prohibited;

b.
Traps may not be set in the water;

c.
The use of exposed bait or visible attractor at any trap site location is prohibited.

*2-B.
Early Muskrat Trapping Season in WMD's 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 11
There shall be an early muskrat trapping season beginning on the Sunday 1 week prior to the opening of the regular fall trapping season, and extending through the day prior to the opening of the regular fall trapping season. Any raccoon or mink taken incidental to muskrat trapping may be lawfully possessed. During this early trapping season, except as provided in this section, it is unlawful to take or possess any furbearing animal other than raccoon and mink. Any other furbearing animal caught incidentally in a muskrat set must be immediately released alive, or, if found dead in the trap, must be reported to a game warden as soon as possible and prior to removal of the animal from the trap and trap site location. Any such incidental catch found dead in the trap must be turned over to an agent of the commissioner within 48 hours from the time it was discovered.

During this special muskrat trapping season, in addition to Department rules and State laws which affect trapping in general, the following restrictions also apply:

a.
All traps must be set at or below ground or water level;

b.
The use of exposed bait or visible attractor at any trap site location is prohibited;

c.
Killer-type traps may be used for muskrat trapping and must have a jaw spread no greater than 5 inches;

d.
The maximum foothold trap size for muskrat sets shall be No. 1 1/2 during this special season.

2-C.
In any township of the State that is open to beaver trapping, any otter taken in a beaver or muskrat set, so called, may be lawfully possessed by any licensed trapper.

3.
Marten Limit
a.
The harvest of marten will be limited to 25 marten per trapper statewide. Twenty-five numbered temporary transportation permits will be issued at the time of trapping license purchase/renewal (25 marten tags only) A temporary marten transportation permit must be signed, dated and attached to the captured marten at the time the animal is removed from the capture site. The temporary transportation permit must accompany the animal/pelt from the capture site until a permanent fur tag is affixed by a fur-tagging agent. Fur‑tagging agents will retain the temporary transportation permit from each marten at the time a permanent fur tag is attached to the pelt.


It is unlawful for any person to use or possess any marten temporary transportation permit with a number that does not coincide with the number issued with their license, as so indicated on their trapping license.


Prior to the time the animal is tagged with a permanent fur tag, it is unlawful for any person to possess any marten, or pelt thereof, that is not accompanied by a signed and dated temporary marten transportation permit marked with the number coinciding with the number printed on their trapping license. Trappers who are not required by law to have a trapping license (residents under 10 years of age and residents trapping on their own land) may use, in lieu of the official temporary marten transportation permit, a substitute transportation permit (string tag) on which the name and address of the individual has been clearly written in ink. The substitute transportation tag must be signed, dated and attached to the captured marten in the same manner as an official temporary marten transportation permit at the time the animal is removed from the capture site.


Any marten caught in excess of the annual limit (25) must be immediately released alive, or, if found dead in the trap, must be reported to a game warden as soon as possible and prior to removal of the animal from the trap and trap site location. Any such incidental catch found dead in the trap must be turned over to an agent of the commissioner within 48 hours from the time it was discovered.


It is the intent of the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to revoke, pursuant to Title 12 MRSA §10901, the trapping license of any person convicted of a violation of any provisions of these rules.
3-A.
Fisher Limit, Restrictions and Season Exceptions
a.
In WMDs 12, 13 and 15-29 the season is limited to Nov. 15th through December 15th. All fisher caught outside of the fisher season must be immediately released alive. If a fisher is found dead in the trap the animal must be submitted to a game warden or to an IFW regional office within 72 hours of taking the fisher. (The general season listed in section 2. above applies to all other WMDs.)

b.
The harvest of fisher will be limited to 10 fisher per trapper statewide.
The harvest of fisher will be limited to 10 fisher per trapper statewide. Ten numbered temporary transportation permits will be issued at the time of trapping license purchase/renewal (10 fisher tags only). A temporary fisher transportation permit must be signed, dated and attached to the captured fisher at the time the animal is removed from the capture site. The temporary transportation must accompany the animal/pelt from the capture site until a permanent fur tag is affixed by a fur-tagging agent. Fur-tagging agents will retain the temporary transportation permit from each fisher at the time a permanent fur tag is attached to the pelt.

It is unlawful for an person to use or possess any fisher temporary transportation permit with a number that does not coincide with the number issued with their license, as so indicated on their trapping license.

Prior to the time the animal is tagged with a permanent fur tag, it is unlawful for any person to possess any fisher, or pelt thereof, that is not accompanied by a signed and dated temporary fisher transportation permit marked with the number coinciding with the number printed on their trapping license. Trappers who are not required by law to have a trapping license (residents under 10 years of age and residents trapping on their own land) may use, in lieu of the official temporary fisher transportation permit, a substitute transportation permit (string tag) on which the name and address of the individual has been clearly written in ink. The substitute transportation tag must be signed, dated and attached to the captured fisher in the same manner as an official temporary fisher permit at the time the animal is removed from the capture site.

Any fisher caught in excess of the annual limit (10) must be immediately released alive, or, if found dead in the trap, must be reported to a game warden as soon as possible and prior to removal of the animal from the trap and trap site location. Any such incidental catch found dead in the trap must be turned over to an agent of the commissioner within 48 hours from the time it was discovered.

It is the intent of the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to revoke, pursuant to Title 12 MRSA, Section 10901, the trapping license of any person convicted of a violation of any provisions of these rules.

4.
Statewide hunting seasons for furbearing animals: Bobcat: December 1 through February 21; Coyote: January 1 through December 31; Raccoon: October 1 through December 31; Red Squirrel: January 1 through December 31; Skunk and opossum: Monday after the opening of the Special Fox & Coyote Trapping Season through December 31; Fox: Monday after the opening of the Special Fox and Coyote Trapping Season through February 28.

H.
Tagging and Registration Procedure
It shall be unlawful for any person to possess, sell, give away, buy, accept as a gift, offer for transportation or transport out of the State of Maine the raw skin of any fox, bobcat, marten, fisher, coyote, beaver, mink or otter unless each skin has been tagged.

For the purposes of this regulation, "raw skin" means the skin of the animal, whether removed from or attached to the carcass.

Notwithstanding this regulation, any person who lawfully possesses the untagged raw skin of any fox, bobcat, marten, fisher, coyote, beaver, mink or otter may transport that skin within the jurisdiction of the State for purposes of pelt preparation and tagging.

The raw skins of all fox, bobcat, marten, fisher, coyote, beaver, mink and otter must be presented to a warden, or other agent designated by the Commissioner, and each raw skin legally presented shall be tagged. All information requested relating to the taking of each skin shall be accurately and truthfully reported. A fee of 25¢ shall be paid for each skin tagged.

The raw skins of all fox, bobcat, marten, fisher, coyote, beaver, mink and otter must be presented for tagging within 10 days after the closing of the open season thereon, except the raw skins of all bobcat taken during the open bobcat hunting season shall be presented, by the person who killed said bobcat, for tagging within 72 hours of killing said animal. Following ten days after the close of the open season thereon, it shall be unlawful for any person to possess the raw skin of any fox, bobcat, marten, fisher, coyote, beaver, mink or otter which does not have attached to it the necessary tag.

The raw skins of any fox, bobcat, marten, fisher, coyote, beaver, mink and otter that come into this State in any manner from any other state, country, or province shall bear the official stamp, tag, or seal of such other state, country, or province. Any such skins that come into this State from any other state, country, or province which does not require an official stamp, tag, or seal shall be tagged in accordance with this section by the person possessing such raw skins. The fee for tagging such imported raw skins shall be 25¢ for each tag so issued. Licensed taxidermists who import raw skins for the purpose of taxidermy are exempt from the provisions of this paragraph.


I.
Raccoons


Raccoons may be hunted at night during the open season only when the hunter (i) is accompanied by a dog, (ii) uses an electric flashlight to locate raccoons that are treed, or held at bay, by a dog or dogs, and (iii) is in possession of, and uses a rifle, pistol, or revolver of no greater power or caliber than one which uses .22 caliber long rifle ammunition; said rifle to be loaded only when being used to dispatch a raccoon that is treed or held at bay by a dog or dogs.


J.
Size of Traps
Animals may be trapped with any common ordinary steel trap except that in Wildlife Management Districts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, and 11, no foothold trap (also known as a leghold trap) may be used that has an inside jaw spread of more than 5 3/8 inches, except that a foothold trap with an inside jaw spread of more than 5 3/8 inches may be used if it is set so as to be fully or partially covered by water at all times. Inside jaw spread is the distance, with the trap in the set position, from the inside center of one jaw (at the dog) to the inside center of the opposite jaw when measured directly across the center of the pan and perpendicular to the base plate. Killer-type traps with a jaw spread not to exceed 8 inches may only be used, as provided in paragraph K. During the open season on beaver it shall be lawful to use a killer-type trap with a jaw spread larger than 8 inches if, when set, placed and tended, the trap is completely under water. Killer-type traps shall include so-called Conibear traps and all other traps of that type. It shall be unlawful to sue any trap with teeth on the jaws unless when set, placed and tended, the trap is completely covered with water.
It shall be lawful to trap furbearing animals with a common cage type live trap, except that in Wildlife Management Districts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, and 11, no cage trap which has an opening of more than 13 inches in width or more than 13 inches in height may be used unless the cage trap is being used (1) for wildlife research and survey activities; (2) for the removal of animals that are causing damage to property; or (3) to capture bear. Cage traps also include suitcase-type live traps, such as Hancock traps. The setting of suitcase-type live traps during the recreational beaver trapping season is prohibited except under the authorization of a Regional Wildlife Biologist as part of the Department’s Animal Damage Control program. These traps must be set with the bottom portion in the water, and with the opening of the trap facing away from land.
Furbearing animals may be trapped with so-called colony traps having outside dimensions no greater than 7 inches high by 7 inches wide by 40 inches long, only if set so as to remain completely under water at all times.

Furbearing animals may be trapped with so-called egg traps, duffer traps and all other traps of that type that are designed primarily to catch raccoons and avoid incidental catches of other animals.

Wooden-base rat traps may be set on land for weasel and red squirrel trapping if recessed in a wooden box with a hole no larger than 2 inches in diameter.

K.
Location of and Preparation for Traps
No person shall stake, hook, fasten or position a trap at any trap site location in the fields, forests or waters of the State prior to the opening day of the trapping season.

No person shall make any advance preparation on the trapping grounds for the taking of beaver or muskrat previous to the open season on these animals.

No person shall use meat or fish as bait in trapping for beaver.

Except as provided herein, no person, except an agent of the Commissioner, shall place, set or tend any traps (i) within 10 feet of a beaver house, muskrat den or house, (ii) within 5 feet of a beaver dam, or (iii) within 4 feet of a beaver trap that has been set by another trapper. In Wildlife Management Districts 1, 2, 4, 8, 9, and 10 there is no required setback distance from an active beaver dam. In Wildlife Management Districts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 there is no required setback distance from a beaver house.
Steel foothold or killer-type traps must not be set within 50 yards of bait that is visible from above. Bait may be used for trapping if it is completely covered to prevent it from being seen from above, and it must be covered in such a way as to withstand wind action and other normal environmental conditions. Bait is defined as animal matter including meat, skin, bones, feathers, hair or any other solid substance that used to be part of an animal. This includes live or dead fish. For the purposes of this paragraph, bait does not include animal droppings (scat), urine or animals, dead or alive, held in a trap as the result of lawful trapping activity.

Steel foothold traps must not be set above ground or snow level.

Steel foothold traps must have a chain that is mounted within the central portion of the base of the trap, and must have three swiveling points, with one swiveling point at the base of the trap, one midway in the chain, and one at the trap’s anchoring point. These restrictions do not apply to foothold traps that when set, placed, or tended are fully or partially covered by water, those that are set on a muskrat “float”, or dog-proof traps (also known as Duffer traps).

In WMD’s 1-11, 14, 18, and 19, foothold traps must be securely anchored to the ground. The use of drags is prohibited in these WMD’s. Foothold traps must have the catch circle cleared of woody vegetation, debris and manmade material that could cause entanglement of a trapped animal. Small sticks and rocks, and rotten/decaying woody material may be used for stepping guides, blocking, and backing for trap sets, if they are not rooted to the ground. A catch circle is defined as the area that can be circumscribed by the outer edge of a trap when the trap and trap chain are fully extended and moved in a circle (360°) around the anchoring point. These restrictions do not apply to foothold traps that when set, placed, or tended are fully or partially covered by water, those that are set on a muskrat “float”, or dog-proof traps (also known as Duffer traps). 

No person may set, place, or tend any killer-type trap unless: 

1)
set completely underwater except or

2)
killer-type traps with an inside jaw spread not to exceed 5 inches may also be used under the following conditions:


(a)
when set so as to be partially covered by water at all times, or


(b)
when set under overhanging stream banks, or

(c)
when used at blind sets defined as –

any set designed to catch a wild animal, without the use of bait, lure or visible attractor, by intercepting the animal as it moves naturally through its habitat. Bait, lure and visible attractor do not include animal droppings (scat) or urine.

Notwithstanding the previous paragraph, in all Wildlife Management Districts killer-type traps with a jaw spread not to exceed 8 inches may be used on or above ground level if the trap is placed within a lynx exclusion device. The trap jaws must be completely within the device, the trap springs can be outside of the device. Exclusion devices will have the following designs:

(1)
For traps with a jaw spread less than or equal to 5 inches (primarily used for marten trapping), the device must have an opening of 4 x 4 inches or less. The entrance hole may be placed on the end or on the side of the device, and the set trap must be a minimum of 18 inches from the closest edge of the entrance hole. 
(2)
For traps with a jaw spread greater than 5 inches but less than 8 inches, two designs may be constructed. The first design has an entrance hole on the end of the device that must not exceed 5 x 6 inches. A baffle must be placed no more than 6 inches back from the entrance hole and must not have an opening greater than 5 x 6 inches. With the baffle in place, the entrance hole and interior opening may not overlap to create an unobstructed view to the interior of the exclusion device.

For the second design the entrance hole must not exceed 6 x 7 inches and must be placed on the side of the device. A baffle must be placed at the edge of the entrance with the baffle opening opposite of the entrance hole, and the hole must not exceed 6 x 6 inches.

For both devices the trap must be placed no closer than 18 inches from the closest edge of the entrance hole. An example design is included in the annual Trapper Information Booklet.

The exclusion device can be constructed of wood, plastic, or wire mesh. If using wire mesh, the mesh cannot exceed 1 ½ by 1 ½ inches, or 1 inch by 2 inch openings, (side to side). The wire mesh has to be 16 gauge or less (wire diameter of 0.05 or greater). The opening slot in the exclusion device that allows the trap springs to extend outside the device can be no more than 7 ½ inches wide and a height of no more than 1 ½ inches. The back of the device must be secured to withstand heavy pulling; if using wire mesh with a wood or plastic box, the wire mesh must wrap around two opposite sides of the box and be secured. There must be at least 1 attachment point for each side of the device where a joint or panels come together. The opening slot in the exclusion device that allows the trap springs to extend outside the device can be no more than 7 ½ inches wide and a height of no more than 1½ inches. The trap must be anchored outside of the exclusion device. Bait must not be visible from above. When enclosed in an exclusion device, killer-type traps can be set directly on the ground, or elevated in trees or on poles, with no specific requirements as to the height above ground or diameter of the tree or pole.


L.
Destruction of Beaver Dams, etc.


No person except agents of the Commissioner or someone authorized by them shall damage, destroy, or molest any beaver house, beaver dam, muskrat house, or muskrat den.


M.
(Repealed effective September 2, 200, filing 2000-379)

N.
Zones for Trapping and Hunting Furbearers and Upland Games Defined


(Deleted 8-12-87, filing 87-279)


O.
Mandatory Submission of Teeth

Whenever a bear is presented for registration a premolar tooth shall be removed from the bear and submitted to the Department by the person presenting the bear for registration.

Whenever a bobcat is presented for tagging, a lower lateral incisor or lower canine shall be submitted to the Department fy the person presenting the bobcat for registration.


Whenever fisher, marten, or otter is presented for tagging, a lower canine shall be submitted to the Department by the person presenting the fisher, marten, or otter for registration.

P.
Bobcat Biological Data Collection (DELETED 8-12-87 (87-279))
4.02
Migratory Birds

A.
Hunting and Possession


1.
Scope and General Prohibition



For the purpose of this section, migratory game birds include and are limited to the following species: rails, gallinules, woodcock, snipe, geese, brant, wild ducks, and sea ducks (eider, scoter, and old squaw). Except as expressly provided in these regulations or by statute or other regulation, it shall be unlawful to hunt, capture, kill, take, possess, transport, buy, or sell any migratory game bird or part thereof.



2.
Hunting Methods



It shall be lawful to hunt migratory game birds by the aid of dogs, artificial decoys, manually or mouth-operated bird calls, with longbow and arrow, or by the practice of falconry, or with shotgun (not larger than No. 10 gauge and incapable of holding more than three shells) fired from the shoulder. Every other method is unlawful.



It shall be lawful to hunt migratory game birds from floating craft (except a sinkbox), including those capable of being propelled by motor, sail and wind, or both, only when (i) the motor of such craft has been completely shut off and/or the sails furled, as the case may be and (ii) the progress or motion of the craft in the water has ceased and the craft is drifting, beached, moored, resting at anchor, or is being propelled solely by paddle, oars, or pole.




It shall be lawful to use a motor or sail on a craft as a means of retrieving or picking up dead or injured birds.




All migratory game birds, including waterfowl, may be taken on or over standing crops (including aquatics), flooded standing crops, flooded harvested crop lands, grain crops properly shucked on the field where grown, or grains found scattered solely as a result of normal agricultural planting or harvesting and in addition, all migratory game birds, except waterfowl, may be taken on or over lands where shelled, shucked, or unshucked corn, wheat or other grain, salt or other feed has been distributed or scattered solely as a result of valid agricultural operations or procedures.



3.
Transportation



Any person, without a permit, may transport lawfully killed and possessed migratory game birds into, within, or out of any State, or export such birds to a foreign country during and after the open seasons in the State where taken, subject to the conditions and restrictions specified in this part.




If such birds are dressed, one fully feathered wing must remain attached to each bird so as to permit species identification while being transported between the place where taken and the personal abode of the possessor or between the place where taken and a commercial preservation facility. Any package or container in which such birds are transported shall have the name and address of the shipper and of the consignee and an accurate statement of the numbers and kinds of birds contained therein clearly and conspicuously marked on the outside thereof.



4.
Possession for the Purpose of Processing, Transportation, or Storage



No hunter who legally takes and possesses any migratory game birds shall place or leave any such birds in the custody of any other person for picking, cleaning, processing, shipping, transportation, or storage (including temporary storage) unless such birds have a tag attached signed by the hunter stating his address, the total number and kinds of birds, and the date such birds were killed.




No person may receive or have in custody any migratory game birds belonging to another person unless such birds are tagged as provided above.




No hunter who legally takes and possesses any migratory game birds shall place or leave such birds at any place for storage (including temporary storage) other than at his personal abode unless such birds are tagged as provided above. Legally possessed migratory game birds being transported in any vehicle as the personal baggage of the possessor shall not be deemed to be in storage or temporary storage.




Any commercial picking establishment or cold-storage or locker plant receiving, possessing, or having in custody any migratory game birds shall maintain accurate records showing the numbers and kinds of such birds, the dates received and disposed of, and the names and addresses of the persons from whom such birds were received and to whom such birds were delivered. The records required to be maintained shall be retained by the person or persons responsible for their preparation and maintenance for a period of 1 year following the close of the open season on migratory game birds prescribed for the State in which such picking establishment or cold-storage or locker plant is located.



5.
Termination of Possession



For the purposes of this part, the possession of birds legally taken by any hunter shall be deemed to have ceased when such birds have been delivered by him to a post office, a common carrier, or a commercial cold-storage or locker plant for transportation by the postal service or a common carrier to some person other than the hunter.



6.
Wounded Live Migratory Game Birds



Every migratory game bird wounded by hunting and reduced to possession by the hunter shall be immediately killed and become a part of the daily bag limit.



7.
Possession of Plumage



Any person, without a permit, may possess and transport for his own use the plumage and skins of lawfully taken migratory game birds.



8.
Wanton Waste of Migratory Game Birds



No person shall kill or cripple any migratory game bird pursuant to this regulation without any visible means to retrieve and without making a reasonable effort to retrieve the bird and include it in his daily bag limit. The shooting of crippled waterfowl from a motorboat under power will be permitted on those coastal waters and all waters of rivers and streams lying seaward from the first upstream bridge.

B.
Seasons, Daily Bag Limits, Possession Limits and Shooting Hours for Migratory Game Bird

1.  Webless Migratory Birds

SPECIES

OPEN SEASON
DAILY LIMIT

POSSESSION LIMIT
Woodcock

Oct. 1 – Oct. 29

Oct. 31 – Nov. 15

3



9

Common (Wilson’s)

Snipe

Sept. 1 - Dec. 16

8



24

Rails (Sora and


Virginia)

Sept. 1 - Nov. 9


25



25

(single or in the aggregate)
(single or in the aggregate)


Gallinules (Common 


     Moorhens)

Closed Season

   2.  Sea Ducks

SPECIES

OPEN SEASON
DAILY LIMIT

POSSESSION LIMIT

Scoters, Eiders,
Nov. 11 - Jan. 19

5



15

Long-tailed ducks


          (not to include more than         (not to include more than


(in the Sea Duck Hunting Area)


4 scoters, 4 eiders
           12 scoters, 12 eiders or







or 4 long-tailed ducks)

12 long-tailed ducks)

(singly or in aggregate)

   3.   Ducks (including Black Ducks, Scaup, Pintails, Mergansers, and American coots)





OPEN SEASON
  DAILY LIMIT

POSSESSION LIMIT

North Zone

 Sept. 26 - Dec. 3

6



18







(no more than 4 of 

(no more than 12 of

   any one species*)

 any one species*)

South Zone

 Oct. 1 – Oct. 15

6



18




 Nov. 1 – Dec. 24
(no more than 4 of 

(no more than 12 of








   any one species*)

 any one species*)

Coastal Zone





 Oct. 1 – Oct. 15


6



18




 Nov. 11 - Jan. 4

(no more than 4 of 

(no more than 12 of








  any one species*)

 any one species*)









*EXCEPT AS NOTED BELOW*

   4.  Brant

North Zone:
 Sept. 26 – Dec. 3


2



6

South Zone:
 Oct. 1 – Oct. 15


2



6



 Nov. 1 – Dec. 24


2



6

Coastal Zone:
 Oct. 1 – Oct. 15


2



6



 Nov. 11– Jan. 4, 2017

2



6
   5.  Crows


2016 Season Dates



Wildlife Management Districts 1-6:

 Feb. 6 – Apr. 15








 Aug. 1 – Sept. 23


Wildlife Management Districts 7-29:
 Jan. 22 – Mar. 31








 Aug. 1 – Sept. 23






No daily bag or possession limit.



2017 Season Dates



Wildlife Management Districts 1-6:
 
 Feb. 4 – Apr. 15








 August 1 – Sept. 22


Wildlife Management Districts 7-29:
 Jan. 20 – March 31








 August 1 – Sept. 22






No daily bag or possession limit.

   6.  Geese

SPECIES


OPEN SEASON
DAILY LIMIT
POSSESSION LIMIT

Canada Geese


(Early Season)
   (NORTH)
Sept. 1 – Sept. 24

6



18




   (SOUTH)
Sept. 1 – Sept. 24

10



30




   (COASTAL)
Sept. 1 – Sept. 24

10



30

(Regular Season)   (NORTH)
Oct. 1 – Dec. 21

3



9




  (SOUTH)
Oct. 1 – Oct. 27

3



9






Nov. 1 – Dec. 24

3



9




  (COASTAL)
Oct. 1 – Oct. 27

3



9






Nov. 11 – Jan. 4

3



9


Snow Geese


Oct. 1 - Jan. 31

25


No Possession Limit
(incl. blue geese)
*EXCEPTIONS:

American Coots: It is unlawful to take more than 5 American coots in any one day or possess more than 15 American coots at any time.
Mergansers: Hunters may take 5 mergansers in addition to the limits on other regular ducks, however only 2 may be a hooded merganser. The possession limit on mergansers is 15 at any time; however it is unlawful to possess more than 6 hooded mergansers at any time.

Daily limit: 2; possession limit: 6; for hen mallard, northern pintail, scaup, redhead and canvasback.

The daily limit shall not include more than 3 wood ducks. The possession limit shall not include more than 9 wood ducks.

The daily limit shall not include more than 1 black duck, 1 mottled duck, or 1 fulvous whistling duck. The possession limit shall not include more than 3 black ducks, 3 mottled ducks or 3 fulvous whistling ducks.
There shall be no season on Harlequin ducks, or Barrow’s Goldeneye.

C.
Repealed (filed September 16, 1981 - filing 81-198)

D.
North, South and Coastal Waterfowl Zone Lines and Sea Duck Hunting Area Defined


North/South Waterfowl Zone Line: Maine-New Brunswick border in Baileyville, Maine west along Stony Brook to Route 9 in Baileyville. West along Route 9 to Route 15 in Bangor. West along Route 15 to I-95 in Bangor. Southwest along I-95 to Route 202 (Exit 109A) in Augusta. Southwest along Route 202 to Route 11 in Auburn. Southwest along Route 11 to Route 110 in Newfield. West along Route 110 to Maine-New Hampshire border.


Coastal Zone Line: Maine-New Brunswick border in Calais at the Route 1 bridge, South along Route 1 to the Maine – New Hampshire border in Kittery.



Sea Duck Hunting Area: All coastal waters and all waters of rivers and streams seaward from the first upstream bridge. In all other cases, sea ducks may be taken only during the regular duck season dates and are part of the regular duck bag limits.

E.
Legal Shooting Hours


Except as otherwise provided in Section 4.02, legal shooting hours for migratory game birds are from one‑half hour before sunrise to sunset daily.


F.
Duck Stamp Required


State and federal law requires that persons 16 years of age or older shall have on his/her person; an unexpired federal migratory bird hunting stamp (validated by his/her signature written across the face of the stamp in ink) and a valid state migratory waterfowl permit to hunt any migratory waterfowl (wild ducks, geese or brant); except that no such stamp shall be required for the taking of migratory waterfowl by Federal or State institutions or official agencies, or for propagation, or by the resident owner, tenant, or share cropper of the property or officially designated agencies of the Department of the Interior for the killing, under such restrictions as the Secretary of the Interior may by regulation prescribe, of such waterfowl when found injuring crops or other property. Any person to whom a stamp has been sold shall upon request exhibit such stamp for inspection to any officer or employee authorized to enforce the provisions of this paragraph.


G.
Non‑toxic Shot Requirements


The hunting of wild ducks, geese, brant, rails, coots and gallinules with firearms shall be restricted to the use of ammunition loaded with non-toxic shot.



The use or possession of ammunition loaded with other than nontoxic shot while hunting wild ducks, geese, brant, rails, coots or gallinules shall be prima facie evidence of hunting in violation of this rule.



Nontoxic shot means any shot type that does not cause sickness and death when ingested by these birds and is approved for use by the Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Steel, Bismuth-tin, Tungsten-iron, Tungsten-matrix and Tungsten Polymer shot have been approved nontoxic by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Tin shot has been granted another year of temporary approval by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for 2000-2001.


H.
Special Falconry Season
In addition to the regular migratory bird season there shall be a special falconry season on ducks, geese, mergansers and American coots:
NORTH ZONE: December 22, 2016 through February 11, 2017

(Closed to goose hunting February 1 to February 11, 2017)

COASTAL AND SOUTH ZONE: January 7, 2017 through February 28, 2017.
(Closed to goose hunting February 17 to February 28, 2017)

Falconry season daily bag and possession limits for all permitted migratory game birds shall not exceed 3* and 9 birds respectively, singly or in the aggregate.

*all species restrictions apply.


I.
Youth Waterfowl Hunt:
NORTH ZONE – September 17, 2016






NORTH ZONE – December 10, 2016






SOUTH ZONE – September 24, 2016






SOUTH ZONE – October 22, 2016






COASTAL ZONE – September 24, 2016






COASTAL ZONE – November 5, 2016
1.
Special Regulations for Youth Waterfowl Hunt Days: On the designated youth waterfowl hunt days, holders of a valid junior hunting license may hunt waterfowl with either a firearm, bow and arrow or crossbow and must be in the presence of and under the effective control of an adult supervisor as defined by Title 12 §11108-C. State and Federal migratory bird hunting stamps are not required for youth hunters who hunt migratory game birds. Exception: if a hunter is 16 years of age and possesses a junior hunting license they must possess a valid Federal migratory bird hunting stamp. If a hunter is 16 years of age and possesses an adult hunting license they must obtain both the Federal migratory bird hunting stamp and a State migratory waterfowl permit. The parent, guardian or qualified adult shall not possess a firearm, bow and arrow or crossbow while accompanying a youth hunter on youth hunting days except when the youth hunt day occurs during the early goose season and the adult may hunt for geese only.
Legal shooting hours will be from 1/2 hour before sunrise to sunset. 
All laws pertaining to the waterfowl hunting season apply including the species specific bag limits as outlined above. Youth day hunters may not take more than 6 ducks. No more than 4 scoters, 4 eiders, or 4 long-tailed ducks or 5 in the aggregate may be taken as part of the 6-bird daily limit and will count towards the 6 ducks. In addition to the 6 bird daily bag limit youth can also take up to 5 mergansers and 5 coots.
4.03
Deer Hunting Seasons

A.
Regular Deer Hunting Season: The open season for deer hunting shall be from the 4th Monday preceding Thanksgiving to the Saturday following Thanksgiving statewide.


[The Maine Statute provides that: The Saturday preceding the first day of the open season on deer shall be open to deer hunting for residents of the State of Maine only.]


A-1.
Archery Season: There shall be a special open season on deer starting 30 days prior to, and extending to the Friday preceding the Regular Deer Hunting Season for the purpose of hunting deer with bow and arrow only.


A-2.
Muzzleloading Season: There shall be a special open season on deer statewide on the first six hunting days after the regular deer hunting season for the purpose of hunting with a muzzleloading firearm. In Wildlife Management Districts 12, 13, 15, 16, 17, 18, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, and 29 the season extends for an additional 6 hunting days.


A-3.
Expanded Archery Season: There shall be a special expanded archery deer hunting season from the first Saturday fo]lowing Labor Day until the last day of the extended Muzzleloading Season. All provisions of 12 MRSA Section 11403 apply during this season. Any person who possesses an archery license under 12 MRSA Section 11403 is eligible to purchase expanded archery permits as provided in 12 MRSA Section 11153. Only 1 permit may be purchased authorizing the taking of a deer other than an antlerless deer; multiple antlerless deer permits may be purchased.


This special expanded archery deer hunting season will be open only in the following areas:

A Portion of Wildlife District 24

That portion of Wildlife Management District 24 located within the following bounds: Beginning at the Interstate Highway #95 bridge at the Maine-New Hampshire border in Kittery; then following Interstate Highway #95 northeasterly to the junction of Interstate Highway #95 and the Cutts Road in Kittery, southeasterly to Route 1, southerly to the Haley road, southeasterly to the junction of Rt. 103, northerly to Seabury Road, northwesterly to Southside Road, westerly to Route 1, northerly on Route 1 to the Cape Neddick River, southeasterly to Shore Road, northerly on Shore Road to Route 1, northerly on Route 1 to Route 9, northerly on Route 9 to the junction of Route 9 and Route 208, westerly to Meetinghouse Road, westerly to the Guinea Road, southwesterly to the Proctor Road, westerly on Proctor Road to Route 1, southerly to the Boston and Maine Springfield Terminal Railroad, northerly to the Biddeford Turnpike Access Road, westerly to Route 111, southwesterly to Interstate Highway #95, then following Interstate Highway #95 northeasterly to exit 52 (Falmouth Spur); then following the Falmouth Spur easterly to the Maine Central Railway tracks in Portland; then following the Maine Central Railway tracks northeasterly to Interstate Highway #295 in Freeport; then following Interstate Highway #295 northeasterly to the Androscoggin River bridge in Brunswick; then following the western shore of the Androscoggin River easterly to the western shore of the Kennebec River in Bath; then following the western shore of the Kennebec River southerly to the Atlantic Ocean in Phippsburg; then following the coast of Maine southwesterly to the Maine-New Hampshire border in Kittery; then following the Maine-New Hampshire border northerly to the point of origin at the Interstate Highway #95 bridge across the Maine-New Hampshire border in Kittery.



Wildlife Management District 29


Town of Islesboro:




The Town of Islesboro shall be open to archery hunting during the Expanded Archery Season established for Wildlife Management District 29.



Towns of Eliot , Kittery, and South Berwick:




Beginning at the junction of the Maine - New Hampshire border and the I-95 bridge over the Piscataqua River in Kittery; then following the Maine - New Hampshire border Northwest and North to the Rt. 101 bridge in Eliot; then Southeast along Rt. 101 to the junction of I-95; then South along I-95 to point of beginning at the Maine-New Hampshire border on the Piscataqua River.



Towns of Cumberland, Falmouth, North Yarmouth, Portland, Scarborough, South Portland, Westbrook, Windham, and Yarmouth:




Beginning at the junction of I-95 and Broadturn Road in Scarborough, follow Broadturn Road West to Holmes Road; Northeast on Holmes Road to Beech Ridge Road; then North on Beech Ridge Road to Saco Street; North on Saco Street to Main Street in Westbrook; East on Main Street to Bridge Street; then North on Bridge Street to River Road; Northwest on River Road to Hardy Road in Falmouth; then Northeast on Hardy Road to Duck Pond Road; East on Duck Pond Road to Mast Road; then North on Mast Road in Falmouth to Blackstrap Road; North on Blackstrap Road to Skillin Road in Cumberland; then Northeast on Skillin Road to Blanchard Road, continuing Northwest to Orchard Road; Northeast on Orchard Road to Rt. 115 in North Yarmouth; then Southeast on Rt. 115 to the Maine Central Railway tracks in Yarmouth; then following the Maine Central Railway tracks Southwest to the Maine Turnpike Exit 9 access road in Portland; West along the access road to I-95; then South along I-95 to the point of beginning.



Towns of Auburn, Hebron, Lewiston, and Minot:




Beginning at the junction of I-495 and the Androscoggin River in Lewiston; South approximately three and three-quarter miles to the double Central Maine powerline; North along the double powerline as it crosses Cotton Road, Dyer Road, Pine Woods Road, Rt. 196; still North on powerline crossing Rt. 126, Pond Road, Green Road, College Avenue, Rt. 202, and the Androscoggin River; North on powerline crossing Waterman Road in Auburn; West on double powerline crossing Rt. 4, Stone Road, Johnson Road, Skillings Corner Road, Bailey Road, Holbrooke Road, to Brighton Hill Road; South on Brighton Hill Road to Death Valley Road; South on Death Valley Road to Marstons Hill Road; South on Marstons Hill Road to Center Minot Hill Road; South on Center Minot Hill Road to the Garfield Road; South on the Garfield Road to Minot Avenue; West on Minot Avenue to Merrow Road; South on Merrow Road to Hotel Road; South on Hotel Road to Kitty Hawk Road; East on Kitty Hawk Road to I-495; Northeast on I-495 to the point of beginning.



Towns of Augusta, Farmingdale, Gardiner, Hallowell, and West Gardiner:




Beginning at the intersection of the Kennebec River and Bond Brook in Augusta; West along Bond Brook to Northern Avenue (Route 104); then North along Northern Avenue to the Old Belgrade Road; then Northwest on the Old Belgrade Road to I-95; South on I-95 to the intersection with Route 126 in West Gardiner; then East on Route 126 to the intersection with Route 201; then South along Route 201 to its intersection with the Marston Road; then South along the Marston Road to its intersection with the Capen Road; then East on the Capen Road to the Kennebec River; then North along the West Shore of the Kennebec River to the point of beginning.



Towns of Benton, Fairfield, Oakland, Sidney, Waterville, and Winslow:




Beginning at the intersection of the Kennebec River and Interstate 95 in Fairfield; South along I-95 to the intersection with Messalonskee Stream; Upstream along Messalonskee Stream to the intersection with Route 23 / Middle Road in Oakland; South along the Middle Road to the intersection with Trafton Road; East along the Trafton Road to the intersection with Route 104 in Waterville; South along Route 104 to the intersection with the Sidney/Waterville town line; East along the town line a short distance to the Kennebec River; North along the Kennebec River to the intersection with Chaffee Brook in Winslow; East along Chaffee Brook to the intersection with Route 201; North along Route 201 to the intersection with the Dunbar Road; East along the Dunbar Road to the intersection with Route 137; East along Route 137 to the intersection with Outlet Stream to the Sebasticook River; North along the Outlet Stream to the Sebasticook River; across the Sebasticook River to West Shore of the Sebasticook River; North along the west shore of the Sebasticook River to the intersection with the Haywood Road; West along the Haywood Road to the intersection with Benton Avenue; North along Benton Avenue to the intersection with I-95 in Benton; South on I-95 to the point of beginning.



Towns of Camden, Owl’s Head, Rockland , Rockport, and Thomaston:




Beginning at the intersection of US Route 1 and Mountain Street (State Route 52) in Camden. Northwest along the Mountain Street to the intersection with the Molyneaux Road; West along the Molyneaux Road to the intersection with the Melvin Height Road; Southesst on the Melvin Height Road to the Hosmer Pond Road; along the Hosmer Pond Road to John Street; Southeast on John Street to the intersection with US Route 1; South on U.S. Route 1 to the intersection with South Street in Rockport; Northwesterly along South Street to the intersection of Porter Street; West an Porter Street to State Route 17; Northerly on State Route 17 to Rockville Street; Westerly on Rockville Street to Old Rockland Street; South on Old Rockland Street to Gurney Street; West on Gurney Street to the intersection with the Bog Road in Rockland; South on the Bog Road to the intersection with the Mountain Road; Southeast on the Mountain Road to the intersection with the West Meadow Road; South along the West Meadow Road to the intersection with the Greenhouse Hill Road in Thomaston; East along the Greenhouse Hill Road to the intersection with the Old County Road in Rockland; West on the Old County Road to the intersection with the Dexter Road; Southeast on the Dexter Road to the intersection with US Route 1; South on US Route 1 to Buttermilk Lane in Thomaston; south on Buttermilk Lane to the intersection with Route 73 in Owls Head; North on Route 73 to the unnamed tributary to Rockland Harbor adjacent to the Atlantic Ocean; North along the Atlantic Ocean to the mouth of Great Brook in Camden,; Westerly along Great Brook to its intersection with US Route 1 to the point of beginning.



Town of Brewer:




Beginning at the confluence of the Penobscot River and Eaton Brook; South along Eaton Brook to the intersection of State Route 9; West along Rt. 9 to the intersection with the Day Road; South on the Day Road to the intersection with the Lambert Road; West on the Lambert Road to the intersection with the Bangor Hydro KV Transmission line; Southwest along the power line to Wilson Street; Southeast along Wilson Street to the intersection with the eastbound lane of I-395; Westerly along the eastbound lane of I-395 to the Maine Electric Power Company transmission line; Southwest along the transmission line to the intersection with the Maine Central Railroad track; Northwest along the railroad track to the intersection with the Green Point Road; South along the Green Point Road to the intersection with the Wiswell Road; West on the Wiswell Road to the intersection with Elm Street; West on Elm Street to the intersection with Sedgeunkedunk Stream; West along Sedgeunkedunk Stream to the Penobscot River; North along the Penobscot River to the point of beginning.



Towns of Bangor, Hampden, Hermon, Old Town, Orono, and Veazie:


Beginning at a point in the Penobscot River, South of Reed Brook, at the eastern terminus of the Kincaid Road in Hampden; West along the Kincaid Road to the intersection with Rt. 1A; North along Rt. 1A to the intersection with the Kennebec Road; West along the Kennebec Road to the intersection with the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad tracks; North along the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad tracks to the intersection with Rt. 15 in Bangor; East along Rt. 15 to the intersection with the Pushaw Road; North along the Pushaw Road to the intersection with the Church Road; East along the Church Road to the intersection with Essex Street; North along Essex Street to the intersection with Forest Avenue in Orono; East along Forest Avenue to the intersection with Stillwater Avenue; North along Stillwater A vcnue to the intersection with 1-95; North along 1-95 to the intersection with Route 43 in Old Town; East along Route 43 to the intersection with Stillwater River and the shore of Marsh Island; North and east along the shore of Marsh Island and the Stillwater River to the Penobscot River; South along the shore of Marsh Island and the Penobscot River to the point of beginning.



Town of Castine:




That portion of Castine that is south of Wadsworth Cove, the British Canal, and Hatch Cove, referred to locally as Castine “on-neck.”



Town of Bucksport:

Beginning at a point on the easterly side of the River Road where the CMP right of way intercepts Route 15, thence in a northeasterly direction along the power line to a point where the right of way intercepts a second CMP right of way extending generally in a east to west direction; thence in an easterly direction along the second CMP right of way until the right of way intercepts Silver Lake Road, thence in a northerly direction along Silver Lake Road to a point where the road right of way intercepts the southerly shore of Silver Lake, thence in a northeasterly direction along the southerly shore of Silver Lake to a point where the shore intercepts the road leading from Central Street to the Silver Lake dam, thence in a easterly direction along the access road to Central Street, thence in a northeasterly direction along Central Street to the intersection of the Race Course Road, thence in a easterly direction along the Race Course Road to the northeasterly corner of land of Penobscot Nursing Home, thence in a southerly direction along the easterly line of property of Penobscot Nursing Home to the CMP right of way, thence in a easterly direction along the CMP right of way to Route 46, thence in a southwesterly direction along Route 46 to Route1, then continuing in a southwesterly direction along the Bucksport/Orland town line to the north shore of the Penobscot River, thence in a westerly direction along the north shore of the Penobscot River to a point where the easterly line of property owned by Hanaford Brothers intercepts the north shore of the Penobscot River, thence in a northerly direction along the easterly line of property owned by Hanaford Brothers to Route 1, thence continuing in northerly direction along Hincks Street to Pond Street, thence in an easterly direction along Pond Street to Wenbelle Drive, thence in a northerly direction along Wenbelle Drive to Broadway, thence in a easterly direction along Broadway to a point where the southeasterly corner of property owned by the town and referred to as Miles Lane Property intercepts Broadway, thence in a northerly direction along the easterly line of the Miles Lane Property to the CMP right of way, thence in a easterly direction along the CMP rights of way to a point where the southeasterly corner of land owned by the Town and referred to as the New Middle School Property intercepts the CMP right of way, thence in a northerly direction along the easterly line of the New Middle School property to the northeasterly corner of the New Middle School Property, thence in a westerly direction along the northerly line of the New Middle School Property to the northwesterly corner of the New Middle School Property, thence in a southerly direction along the westerly line of the New Middle School Property to the CMP right of way, thence in a westerly direction along the CMP right of way to a point where Forest Hill Street intercepts the CMP right of way, thence in a southerly direction along Forest Hill Street to Broadway, thence in a westerly direction along Broadway to Central Street, thence in a southerly direction along Central Street to School Street, thence in a northwesterly direction along School Street to MacDonald Street, thence in a southerly direction along MacDonald Street to Scott’s Lane, thence in a westerly direction along Scott’s Lane to a point where Scott’s Lane intercepts the easterly line of property owned by Webber Tanks, thence in a southerly direction along the easterly line of property owned by Webber Tanks to the southeasterly corner of land owned by Webber Tanks, thence in a westerly direction along the southerly line of property owned by Webber Tanks to Route 15.

A-4.
There shall be a special deer season, in accordance with the provisions of 12 MRSA §7457, Subsection 1, paragraph I, and Paragrap (H) of this chapter, in each Wildlife Management District where the number of any‑deer permits allocated under Paragraph C of this chapte are not all issued during the any‑deer drawing in any year. This season will run concurrently with any other open deer season.


A-5.
Youth Deer Hunting Day. On the designated youth deer hunting day, holders of a valid junior hunting license may hunt deer with either a firearm, bow and arrow or crossbow and must be in the presence of and under the effective control of an adult supervisor as defined by Title 12 §11108-C. The parent, guardian or qualified adult shall not possess a firearm, bow and arrow or crossbow while accompanying a youth hunter on youth deer hunting day.

Only one antlered or antlerless deer may be taken except that in Wildlife Management Districts where no antlerless deer permits are issued, junior hunters are restricted to antlered deer only. Junior hunters who possess a bonus deer permit or who possess an expanded archery permit may take additional deer during other open seasons as authorized by the permit or license.

The youth deer hunting day occurs on the Saturday proceeding the residents-only Saturday of the regular deer hunting season.

Except as otherwise provided, all laws pertaining to the regular deer hunting season apply on this day.

A-6.
Verification Required for Nonresidents Owning Land in Maine to Hunt on Resident’s Only Day. Any nonresident hunter who meets the requirements established in 12 M.R.S. §11401, sub-§1, ¶E must also be able to verify that they meet the qualifications when hunting on the Saturday preceding the first day of the open season on deer. The hunter must carry on their person, verification that the hunter is the lawful owner of 25 acres or more of land in the state and be prepared to provide such proof for inspection by the Commissioner or the Commissioner’s agent upon request. This verification, at a minimum, shall include the name of the hunter, the town, number of acres and may include additional information such as the Map, Plan and Lot number. The Department shall provide a form that is available to these landowners and the form must have the necessary information provided and be signed by the landowner. The Commissioner or Commissioner’s agent may inspect the property to confirm legality. This verification shall also be used when registering a deer killed on this day.


B.
Antlerless Deer Hunting Restrictions


1.
Except as provided in paragraphs A-3 and H, it shall be unlawful to take or hunt antlerless deer anywhere in the State during the regular and muzzleloading seasons on deer except that antlerless deer may be taken during the open season within a special deer hunting district by an individual with an any-deer permit for that district. It shall be unlawful to take or hunt antlerless deer during the regular archery season or on Youth Deer Hunting Day in a WildlifeManagement District that does not have any-deer permits allocated to that district.


2.
It shall be unlawful for any person to possess an antlerless deer taken by hunting during the regular and muzzleloading seasons on deer, except that any person holding an any-deer permit may possess an antlerless deer legally taken pursuant to the permit.



3.
It shall be unlawful for the holder of an any-deer permit to take or hunt antlerless deer outside the district designated on the permit.



4.
It shall be unlawful for the holder of an any-deer permit to hunt or take an antlerless deer if the hunting license number on the any-deer permit is not the same as that individual's 1993 hunting license which allows the taking of a deer.



5.
Except as otherwise provided in paragraphs A-3 and H, it shall be unlawful, prior to presenting an antlerless deer for registration, to possess, leave in the fields or forests, or transport said deer which does not have the any-deer permit securely attached to a hind leg of the deer and plainly visible.



6.
For the purpose of these rules, the term "antlerless deer" means any deer which does not have antlers or any deer which has antlers less than 3 inches in length measured from the skull.


C.
Special Deer Hunting Districts


1.
Except as otherwise provided in Sections A-3 and E, the number of any-deer hunting permits to be allocated in 2015 for each Wildlife Management District shall not exceed the numbers listed below:

	WMD 1 - 0 permits

WMD 2 - 0 permits

WMD 3 - 50 permits

WMD 4 - 0 permits

WMD 5 - 0 permits

WMD 6 - 100 permits

WMD 7 - 375 permits

WMD 8 - 0 permits

WMD 9 - 0 permits

WMD 10 - 0 permits

WMD 11 - 0 permits

WMD 12 - 370 permits

WMD 13 - 735 permits

WMD 14 - 180 permits

WMD 15 - 960 permits
	WMD 16 - 1,710 permits

WMD 17 - 4,620 permits

WMD 18 - 140 permits

WMD 19 - 0 permits

WMD 20 - 8,865 permits

WMD 21 - 8,535 permits

WMD 22 - 3,410 permits

WMD 23 - 4,425 permits

WMD 24 - 6,310 permits

WMD 25 - 3,190 permits

WMD 26 - 150 permits

WMD 27 - 0 permits

WMD 28 - 0 permits

WMD 29 – 1,500 permits

TOTAL – 45,625


**

3.
Selection of permit holders will be done by district. Permittees will be chosen through chance drawings utilizing the last digit(s) of the hunting license number from among all applicants who have applied for an any-deer hunting permit in that district. Drawings for a district will continue until the allocated number of permits has been reached. If the number of hunters selected in the last drawing exceeds the number of any-deer permits allocated for that particular district, all hunters in the last draw will receive a permit.




Eighty-five percent (85%) of the number of permits allocated to each special deer hunting district shall be issued to residents if sufficient residents apply. Fifteen percent (15%) of the total number of permits allocated to each special deer hunting district shall be issued to non-residents and aliens if sufficient non-residents and aliens apply.




When insufficient non-residents and aliens apply in a district, all non-residents and alien applicants will receive a permit and the permits not allocated will be provided to residents. When insufficient residents apply in a district, all resident applicants will receive a permit and the permits not allocated will be provided to non-residents and aliens.



4.
No person may file more than one application for an any-deer permit. Any person who submits more than one application shall be disqualified from the selection of permittees.



5.
Except as otherwise provided in Subsection C,9, each applicant must



(1)
possess a valid Maine hunting license to hunt deer to apply for an any‑deer hunting permit, and




(2)
accurately and completely record the number of this valid Maine hunting license on the application. For the purposes of this section, the number of the valid Maine hunting license is the number of the license originally issued to the individual and not the number of a duplicate license subsequently issued.



6.
Each applicant may only apply to hunt antlerless deer in one special deer hunting district.



7.
Each successful applicant will be assigned to hunt antlerless deer within the special deer hunting district for which he applied.



8.
All district assignments made as a result of the chance drawing will be final.



9.
Any resident landowner and any member of his immediate family who may hunt without a license, as provided in Title 12, MRSA §7377, may apply for a permit to hunt antlerless deer without benefit of a hunting license provided that:




(1)
He completes a special landowner affidavit provided by the Commissioner, and



(2)
The completed affidavit is notarized and attached to his any-deer permit application.




(3)
An any-deer permit issued to such landowner or member of his immediate family shall be valid only for those lands on which they are legally entitled to hunt without a license.



10.
Any person who take an antlerless deer shall immediately attach his any-deer permit to either hind leg.


D.
Landowner Permits


Twenty percent of the permits in each district will be available to qualifying landowners in a special drawing. (1) Any private landowner is eligible for the landowner permit drawing if the person owns a particular piece of land that is: 25 or more contiguous acres in size; is agricultural, forested or undeveloped land; and open to hunting including hunting by permission. Any dependent living in a landowner's household is also eligible. (2) Any shareholder in a corporation which qualifies under the Internal Revenue Service Code as a Chapter S corporation is eligible for the landowner permit drawing if that land is: 25 or more contiguous acres in size; is agricultural, forested or undeveloped land; open to hunting including hunting by permission; and the principle business of the corporation is forestry or agriculture. Dependents of shareholders are not eligible.



A landowner applicant must provide the information requested on the special landowner application in addition to completing the standard application.



Landowners permits will be randomly drawn prior to the general drawing. When an insufficient number of landowner applicants apply in a district for the number of permits available, all landowner applicants will receive a permit and the remaining permits will be returned to the general drawing. Any landowner applicant who is not drawn in the special landowner drawing will be returned to the pool of applicants for the general permit drawing.



Any landowner permit applicant who receives a permit as a result of this drawing and is found to have not met the eligibility requires will have the permit immediately revoked and will be prohibited from applying for an any-deer permit for two years.


E.
General Permits


Applicants may apply for an any-deer permit in up to 3 Wildlife Management Districts. Selection of permit holders will be done by district. Permittees will be chosen through chance drawings and will be assigned to a Wildlife Management District using their preferences as indicated on their application.


F.
Other Permit Provisions


1.
No person may file more than one application for an any-deer permit. Any person who submits more than one application shall be disqualified from the selection of permittees.



2.
Except as otherwise provided in Subsection F(6) each applicant must 1) possess a valid Maine hunting license to hunt deer to apply for an any-deer hunting permit, and 2) accurately and completely record the number of this valid Maine hunting license on the application. For the purposes of this section, the number of the valid Maine hunting license is the number of the license originally issued to the individual and not the number of a duplicate license subsequently issued.



3.
Each applicant may apply to hunt antlerless deer in up to 3 Wildlife Management Districts.



4.
Each permittee will be assigned to hunt antlerless deer within one of the Wildlife Management Districts for which he applied.



5.
All district assignments made as a result of the chance drawing will be final.



6.
Any resident landowner and any member of his immediate family who may hunt without a license, as provided in Title 12, MRSA §7377, may apply for a permit to hunt antlerless deer without benefit of a hunting license provided that:




a.
He completes a special landowner affidavit provided by the Commissioner, and




b.
An any-deer permit issued to such landowner or member of his immediate family shall be valid only for those lands on which they are legally entitled to hunt without a license.



7.
Except as otherwise provided in paragraph H and A-3, any person who takes an antlerless deer shall immediately attach his any-deer permit to either hind leg.


G.
Deer Transportation Requirements


1.
Deer Transportation Tag. To meet the requirements of 12 MRSA § 7457 (3), the tag for transporting a deer may be a tag provided by either the hunter or the department bearing the full name, address, and hunting license number of the person killing the deer; or may be the any-deer permit or hunting license.



2.
Repealed


H.
Bonus Antlerless‑only Deer Permit Provisions

1.
The Department will allocate bonus antlerless‑only deer permits by Wildlife Management District (WMD). Allocations will be based, in part, on the number of available any‑deer permits that were not applied for in each WMD and will be made after the regular any‑deer permit drawing.


2.
Applicants must meet all provisions of the any‑deer permit application to be considered for the bonus antlerless‑only deer permit, and must indicate on their any-deer application a preferred WMD choice for a bonus permit should bonus permits be available in that WMD.



3.
Selection of bonus permit holders will be done by Wildlife Management District. Permittees will be chosen through chance drawings and will be assigned to the WMD preference indicated on their application if bonus permits are available in that WMD. Permits will be issued in the same proportion of residents to nonresidents as the regular any‑deer permit drawing.



4.
Persons who receive a bonus antlerless‑only deer permit may use that permit to take only an antlerless deer in the WMD for which the permit was issued. Permit holders may take an antlerless deer in addition to any other applicable bag limits during any other open deer season.



5.
A permit holder may take a bonus antlerless deer during any open deer season under the provisions that apply during that open season. A hunter must also possess a valid huntinglicense for the season in which they hunt. Bonus deer may be taken before or after any other deer that may legally be taken.



6.
All WMD assignments for bonus antlerless‑only deer permits made as a result of the chance drawing will be final.



7.
Bonus permits may be transferred under the provisions of 12  §7457, subsection‑1, paragraph H.



8.
Any person who takes a bonus antlerless deer shall immediately attach a transportation tag as defined under paragraph G.


I.
Open and Closed Season
1.
The area within the Prout's Neck: Richmond's Island, Cape Elizabeth Sanctuary described below shall be open to deer hunting with bow and arrow only during the open special archery and regular firearms deer seasons in Cumberland County. The area open to hunting shall be the land comprising 1,600 acres, more or less, situated in said Town of Cape Elizabeth, and bounded as follows: Southeasterly and southerly by the low low watermark of the Atlantic Ocean, westerly by the low low watermark of the Spurwink River, northerly by the Spurwink road, so‑called, leading from Spurwink Bridge to Bowery Beach, easterly by a certain private road or way which runs in a southerly direction from the aforesaid Spurwink Road to said Bowery Beach, being the road which runs in front of the dwelling house of one Charles L. Jordan, and along the easterly boundary of land of said Charles L. Jordan, and along the westerly boundary of land of the Great Pond Club, but not including any portion of said Bowery Beach.

2.
The area within the Beauchamp Sanctuary situated in Rockport and Camden, in the County of Knox, as described in 12 MRSA §765 1, Subsection 1, shall be open to the archery hunting of deer during any open hunting season that allows archery equipment to be used to hunt deer.

3.
The whole of Cranberry Isles in Hancock County shall be open to the hunting of deer with a shotgun or archery equipment during any open hunting season that allows a shotgun or archery equipment to be used to hunt deer.

4.
The area within the Drakes Island and Wells Sanctuaries, situated in the Town of Wells in the County of York, as described in MRSA Title 12 §12706, Subsection 1, paragraph E, shall be open to the hunting of antlerless deer with a hand‑held bow and arrow by permit only during a specified period between November 1 and January 30; permits may be issued by the Department to licensed archery hunters authorized by a landowner. Each permit will specify the number and sex of the deer to be taken; eligible persons may obtain more than 1 permit. Deer taken under these permits are in addition to the statewide bag limit. The permit shall designate the timing and any other special conditions deemed necessary. All other laws and rules relating to deer hunting shall apply.



5.
The whole of Frenchboro in Hancock County is open to the hunting of deer during any open deer hunting season. All other laws and rules relating to deer hunting shall apply.



6.
Swan's Island in the Town of Swan's Island in Hancock County is open to the hunting of deer during any open deer hunting season. All other laws and rules relating to deer hunting shall apply.



7.
Marsh Island, situated in City of Old Town in the County of Penobscot, shall be open to the hunting of deer with a hand-held bow and arrow by permit only during a specified period between September 1 and December 31; permits may be issued by the Department to licensed archery hunters authorized by a landowner. Each permit will specify the number and sex of the deer to be taken; eligible persons may obtain more than 1 permit. Deer taken under these permits are in addition to the statewide bag limit. The permit shall designate the timing and any other special conditions deemed necessary. All other laws and rules relating to deer hunting shall apply.



8.
City of Eastport, in the County of Washington, shall be open to a special deer hunt, during a specified 2-week period in December, 2016. 30 permits will be available to qualified applicants each year authorizing the harvest of one antlerless deer. The City of Eastport will administer permit selection for city residents and nonresidents, approve specific hunting locations and ensure compliance with city ordinances. Deer taken during this special hunt are in addition to the statewide bag limit. All other laws and rules relating to deer hunting shall apply. The permit from the Department to the City of Eastport will authorize restrictions to be placed on types of weapons, bag limits, season length and any other special conditions deemed necessary.

4.04
Bear Hunting/Trapping Season


A.
Open and Closed Seasons


1.
There shall be an open season on hunting bear annually from the first Monday preceding September 1st to the last day of the regular deer hunting season.
2.
There shall be a youth bear hunting day on the Saturday prior to the opening day of the bear hunting season established under Title 12 section 11251 subsection 1, paragraph A.

On the designated youth bear hunting day, holders of a junior hunting license may hunt bear with either a firearm, bow and arrow or crossbow and must be in the presence of and under the effective control of an adult supervisor as defined by Title 12 section 11108-C. An adult supervisor, parent or guardian accompanying a youth on youth bear hunting day may not possess a firearm, bow and arrow or crossbow while the youth is participating in the bear hunt. The use of dogs is prohibited.

Except as otherwise provided, all laws pertaining to the general bear hunting season established within these rules apply on this day.



3.
There shall be an open season during which bait may be used to hunt bear annually from the first Monday preceeding September 1st running for 4 weeks.



4.
There shall be an open season on trapping bear from September 1 - October 31.



5.
There shall be an open season on using a dog or dogs in conjunction with bear hunting starting on the 3rd Monday of the open bear hunting season and running until the Friday preceding the regular deer hunting season.


For the purposes of this rule, hunting bear with the use of bait includes hunting from an observation stand, blind or other location which overlooks any bait or food; except standing crops and foods that have been left as a result of normal agricultural operations or natural occurrence.


B.
Bear Transportation Requirements


1.
Bear Transportation Tag. To meet the requirements of 12 MRSA §7451 (4), the tag for transporting a bear must be a tag provided by the hunter bearing the full name, address, and hunting license number of the person killing the bear; or may be the bear permit or hunting license.



2.
Invalidate license. In addition to the requirements of 12 MRSA §7452 (11 & 13), a person who kills a bear must immediately invalidate their license for bear hunting by completely removing the bear punchout from the hunting license.

(APA Office Note: the following additional subsection B was added by 99-325, filed August 2, 1999, effective August 7, 1999, and amended by 2001-240, filed July 3, 2001, effective July 8, 2001, and by 2007-147, filed April 23, 2007,  effective April 28, 2007.)


B.
Bear Trapping: Except as otherwise provided by State law, no person may set, place or tend any bear trap that is not in conformity with the following provisions:



1.
No person may have more than 1 traps set for bear at any one time.



2.
Bear may be trapped only with the use of cable traps (foot snares) or cage-type live traps.



3.
Whenever a cage-type live trap is used to trap for bear, the trap must be enclosed and identified by signs in accordance with the provisions of Title 12 §12260, subsection 3.



4.
Whenever a cable trap (foot snare) is used to trap for bear, the trap must be set at or below ground level in such a mannner as to catch the animal only by the foot or leg.



5.
A bear caught in traps must be killed or released and not moved away from the catch site. A bear caught in a trap may not be used in conjunction with a hunt or to train a dog for bear hunting.



6.
The placement of bait when trapping for bear must be done in accordance with the provisions of Title 12 §11301, subsection 1.



For purposes of this rule, cage-type live traps for bear are defined as traps designed as a cage, tunnel or other enclosure fitted with a door that, when tripped, closes in a manner that prevents escape of the bear. Traps must be heavily constructed to prevent damage from bears, and also must have adequate openings for ventilation and cooling inside when the door is closed. Traps must also be constructed with no sharp intrusions to injure bears, and be large enough for caught bears to turn around inside the closed trap.

4.05
Moose Hunting Season


A.
Season and Districts


1.
There shall be an open season for the hunting of moose within Wildlife Management Districts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13,14, 17, 18, 19, 27 and 28 beginning on the second Monday of October and remaining open for 6 days. In addition, within Wildlife Management Districts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 11 and 19, there will be an open season beginning on the Monday following the close of the bear baiting season and remaining open for 6 days.



2.
There shall be an open season in WMDs 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11 and 19 to begin on the Monday preceding the opening day of the Regular Deer Hunting Season and remaining open for 6 days with antlerless only permits being allocated.



3.
There shall be an open season for the hunting of moose within Wildlife Management Districts 15, 16, 22, 23, 25 and 26, from the 4th Monday preceding Thanksgiving to the Saturday following Thanksgiving; and the Saturday preceding the first day of this season is an open day for the hunting of moose for residents of the State only.

B.
Closed Areas


1.
The following areas located within unorganized townships of Piscataquis County, WELS, shall be closed to moose hunting:




a.
That portion of Township 2, Range 9, located within the boundary of Baxter State Park;




b.
That portion of Township 6, Range 9, which is not designated as a wildlife sanctuary by Title 12, MRSA §7651; and




c.
Township 6, Range 10.



2.
Any area closed to hunting by rule of the Department of Conservation, Bureau of Parks and Lands.


C.
Permits
For the purposes of this rule, the term "antlerless moose" means a moose without antlers or a moose with antlers that are shorter in size than its ears. The term "bull moose" means a moose with antlers. The term “any-moose” means a moose of either sex.

1.
The number of moose hunting permits to be issued for each Wildlife Management District shall be as follows:

	WMD 1 – 275 bulls / 50 antlerless
	WMD 13 – 35 bulls 

	WMD 2 – 200 bulls /50 antlerless
	WMD 14 – 35 bulls

	WMD 3 – 135 bulls / 50 antlerless
	WMD 15 – 25 any-moose

	WMD 4 – 200 bulls / 50 antlerless
	WMD 16 – 20 any-moose

	WMD 5 – 125 bulls
	WMD 17 – 20 bulls

	WMD 6 – 125 bulls 
	WMD 18 – 40 bulls

	WMD 7 – 125 bulls
	WMD 19 – 75 bulls/20 antlerless

	WMD 8 – 175 bulls
	WMD 22 – 0 permits

	WMD 9  -   75 bulls 
	WMD 23 – 25 any-moose

	WMD 10 – 60 bulls 
	WMD 25 – 25 any-moose

	WMD 11 – 50 bulls 
	WMD 26 – 10 any-moose

	WMD 12 – 35 bulls 
	WMD 27 – 10 bulls 

	
	WMD 28 – 20 bulls

	TOTAL: 1,815 bulls /220 antlerless / 105 any-moose


Ten percent of the total number of permits allocated to each Wildlife Management District shall be issued to nonresidents and aliens.



2.
Each successful applicant will be assigned to hunt within the Wildlife Management District of their choice except when the permit quota for that zone has already been filled. In cases where the applicant's first choice of zones has been filled, the applicant will be assigned to hunt in the next unfilled zone of his choice as indicated on his application.



3.
All Wildlife management District assignments made as the result of the public drawing will be final.


D.
Restrictions


1.
Except as provided in Section K, it shall be unlawful for any person to hunt moose after having killed or registered a moose during the open season of that calendar year.



2.
It shall be unlawful for the holder of a moose hunting permit, or his subpermittee, to hunt moose outside the Wildlife Management District designated on the permit.



3.
The legal hunting hours for moose shall be from one-half (1/2) hour before sunrise until sunset; except that in Wildlife Districts 15, 16, 23, and 26 the legal hours for moose hunting shall be from one-half (1/2) hour before sunrise to one-half (1/2) hour after sunset.



4.
Any person who hunts with a firearm or crossbow within any Wildlife Management Districts open to moose hunting during the open season on moose shall wear an article of solid-colored hunter orange clothing, as defined in Title 12 MRSA §10001, which is in good and serviceable condition and which is visible from all sides, except that persons hunting waterfowl from a boat or blind or in conjunction with waterfowl decoys need not wear hunter orange clothing.



Also in accordance with Title 12 MRSA §11203, a person may not hunt moose with firearms or crossbows during the open firearms season on deer unless that person in wearing two (2) articles of hunter orange clothing.



5.
It shall be unlawful for any permit holder or their subpermittee to hunt, take or possess a moose in violation of the specifications designated on the permit


E.
Mandatory Submission of Radio Collars and Ear Tags


1.
All radio collars and ear tags found on harvested moose must be submitted to the department at the time the animal is presented for registration.


F.
Registration


1.
All moose must be presented for registration at the first open moose registration station on the route taken by the person who killed the moose.


G.
Labeling, Possession and Transportation


1.
Whenever moose are dismembered for ease of transportation, each part shall be labeled with the name and address of the person who killed the moose.



2.
No person shall keep a moose at his home or at any place of storage except at an official registration station or at the office of an Inland Fisheries and Wildlife warden, for more than twelve (12) hours, without first notifying a game warden, unless that moose has been legally registered.



3.
Except for permittees and/or subpermittees who have legally harvested and transported a moose, no person shall have in his possession any part or parts of a moose given to him, unless each separate part is plainly labeled with the registration seal number, the name and address of the person who registered the moose, the name and the address of the person to whom it was given, and, if that part is transported by any third party, the name and address of the party transporting the moose.


H.
Moose Permit Auction


1.
A moose permit bid for a Department auction permit must be in the form and manner prescribed by the Commissioner.



2.
An applicant must be at least 10 years of age to submit a bid.



3.
The deadline for accepting a moose permit bid is 5:00 p.m. on February 15th which is not a Saturday, Sunday or Holiday at the Department Office at 284 State Street, Augusta, Maine.



4.
If more than one bid is submitted by an applicant, the highest bid is the only official bid.



5.
Within 30 days of being awarded the permit, successful applicants must select a hunting zone and make payment by certified check or money order of the bid amount or the permit will be offered to the unsuccessful applicant with the highest bid.



6.
The zone assignment made by the Department as a result of the successful bidder's choice is final.



7.
The moose permit fee will be taken from the bid amount of successful applicants.



8.
If two or more individuals bid the same amount in the auction and it is necessary to break the tie in order to award the permit, the following procedure will be used to determine the winner:




a.
First, a Maine resident will receive preference over an individual not a resident of Maine.




b.
Second, if a tie remains after residence is considered, the winner will be determined by a drawing of lots.



9.
If an individual is awarded a permit as a result of the auction and then is drawn in the general permit drawing, the permit will be awarded as a result of the general permit drawing and the bid fee and bid amount will be returned, except that a person may choose to refuse the permit from the general permit drawing and retain the permit issued as a result of the auction. No individual may receive more than one permit as a result of the auction and general permit drawing.


I.
Moose Permit Auction by Conservation Organizations


1.
Moose auction permits may be made available to nonprofit conservation organizations, or chapters thereof, for auction.



2.
Organizations to auction the permits will be selected by competitive bid.



3.
The participant will conduct the auction/sale event prior to March 31.



4.
The auction/sale event will be conducted under standards of good faith and commercial reasonableness, and the participant will use its best effort to obtain maximum return.



5.
All revenue generated by the auction/sale of the fund-raising permits by a conservation organization will be transferred to the Department within 60 calendar days of the event or by June 15 of the permit year, whichever comes first. When permits are sold by auction, auctioneers shall accept only a full bid amount consistent with commercial auction practices.



6.
Within 30 days of being awarded the permit, successful applicants must select a hunting zone. The zone assignment made by the Department as a result of the successful bidder's choice is final.



7.
The moose permit fee will be taken from the bid amount of successful applicants.



8.
No individual may receive more than one permit as a result of the auctions and general permit drawing.


J.
Moose Permit Point System


1.
Bonus points are awarded if a person is unsuccessful in obtaining a moose permit through the drawing after having completed all requirements as listed in rule and law, beginning with the 1998 drawing.




a.
One point shall be awarded for each consecutive year the applicant applies and is not selected for a moose permit.




b.
Each bonus point accumulated gives the individual an additional chance in the drawing for which they have legally applied.




c.
Bonus points are awarded for the moose drawing only.




d.
Bonus points are not transferable.



2.
Bonus points are tracked using Department issued identification numbers provided on a preprinted application or by social security numbers. To receive bonus points the applicant must:




a.
Apply on a preprinted application, or




b.
Provide Department issued identification number on their applications, or




c.
Apply using the applicant’s social security number.




A person changing from the Department issued number to using the applicant’s social security number must provide both numbers on the application form to maintain the accumulated points.



3.
Each applicant is entered in the drawing and receives a random number for each chance purchased in the current year and one for each bonus point collected.



4.
Bonus Points ARE forfeited if:




a.
A person skips 2 consecutive years in applying for the moose drawing by failing to purchase a chance.




b.
A person obtains a permit through the drawing for moose, including any permit obtained as an alternate.




c.
A person is selected for a permit and later declines and/or fails to meet the criteria for legally possessing that permit.




d.
A person is found to have not legally applied in the current year.




e.
A person fails to apply using the preprinted application or to provide the correct identification numbers as provided in section 2 necessary to track the applicant’s bonus points.



5.
Bonus points are NOT forfeited if:




a.
An applicant has completed all requirements as listed in rule and law but the application is rejected due to an error by the Department or an agent of the Department. A bonus point is awarded under this criteria is treated like any point earned in section 1 above.


K.
Open and Closed Season
1.
Designated areas within the municipalities of Limestone, Caribou, Woodland, Presque Isle, Fort Fairfield, Washburn, Westfield, Easton, Caswell, and Connor Twp., situated in the County of Aroostook, will be open to the hunting of moose bv permit only during a specified period between August 15 and December 31, annually. The Commissioner will determine the moose hunting season dates and the number of moose hunting permits to be issued. Each permit will specifY the number and sex of moose to be taken, the timing of the hunt, and any other special conditions deemed necessary. 

Persons eligible to participate in the hunt: 

Twenty five (25) moose hunting permits are allocated to disabled veterans to participate in controlled moose hunts under 12 M.R.S. Section 12402. Each selected disabled veteran will receive an any-moose permit. At least fifteen (15) of these permits must be issued to residents who possess a valid disabled veteran hunting license and no more than ten (10) permits must be issued to nonresident disabled veterans who possess a valid big game hunting license. A "disabled veteran" means a person who is a veteran and has a service-connected disability evaluated at 50% or more. These permits will be issued in cooperation with the Department of Defense, Veterans and Emergency Management, Maine Veteran's Services to provide logistical support to the selected disabled veterans during their moose hunt. 

All selections are final: permits may not be transferred or "swapped." 

Each veteran selected must attend a training session conducted by the Department before being issued hislher moose hunting permit. A selected veteran who fails to attend the required training session will forfeit hislher permit; forfeited permits will be issued in turn to veterans selected by Department of Defense, Veterans and Emergency Management, Maine Veteran's Services . 

The Commissioner will not issue moose hunting permits under Paragraph K during the regular moose hunting season. 

Moose taken under these permits are in addition to the statewide bag limit. Moose hunting permits issued under this section are exempt from the provisions of Section J. Moose Permit Point System. 

All other laws, and rules relating to moose hunting will apply. 

4.06
Wild Turkey

1.
Spring Season
A.
Area Open to Hunting

The following Wildlife Management Districts are open for the spring wild turkey hunting season 1-29, as described in Chapter 4.00 of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife Regulations.

B.
Season

There shall be an open spring season for the hunting of wild turkey within the wild turkey hunting zone, except for those areas closed to hunting described in Chapter 925, subchapter 1, beginning on the Monday closest to May 1st and continuing for five consecutive weeks.


In WMDs 1-6, the season shall be split into a Season A and a Season B, where Season A includes the first, third and fifth weeks of the open spring season for the hunting of wild turkey, and Season B includes the second, fourth and fifth weeks of the open spring season for the hunting of wild turkey.


In WMDs 1-6 hunters will be assigned to Season A or Season B based on their year of birth.


During “odd” numbered years hunters with “odd” birth years will be authorized to hunt during Season A; hunters with “even” birth years will be authorized to hunt during Season B.


During “even” numbered years, hunters with “even” birth years will be authorized to hunt during Season A; hunters with “odd” birth years will be authorized to hunt during Season B.

C.
Permits


Any person who possesses an archery license, crossbow license or a license that allows the hunting of big game as provided in 12 §11109 may purchase a wild turkey hunting permit from an agent of the commissioner to hunt during the wild turkey hunting season. The turkey permit includes both the spring and fall seasons.

D.
Legal Hunting Time: Legal hunting time is from 1/2 hour before sunrise to 1/2 hour after sunset.

E.
Youth Spring Wild Turkey Hunting Day
On the designated youth spring wild turkey hunting day, only holders of a valid junior hunting license may hunt wild turkey with either a firearm, bow and arrow or crossbow and must be in the presence of and under the effective control of an adult supervisor as defined by Title 12, Section 11108-C. The parent, guardian or qualified adult shall not possess a firearm, bow and arrow or crossbow while accompanying a youth hunter on youth hunting day.




The youth spring wild turkey hunting day occurs on the Saturday preceding the opening day of the spring wild turkey hunting season.




Except as otherwise provided, all laws pertaining to hunting during the open spring season on wild turkey apply on this day.

F.
The bag limit for wild turkey during the spring season is two bearded wild turkeys per permit holder. A hunter may take up to two bearded wild turkeys but cannot exceed an individual WMD bag limit. Bag limits in specific WMD’s will be as follows:


One bearded wild turkey in WMDs 1-6 and 8. 


Two bearded wild turkeys in WMDs 7 and 9-29. 

G.
Legal weapons: Shotgun gauges 10 through 20 using shot sizes 4 through 6 inclusive, mixed loads that include shot sizes 4 through 7, or bow and arrow or crossbow must be used to hunt wild turkeys during the spring season.
2.
Fall season
A.
Areas Open to Hunting
The following Wildlife Management Districts are open for the fall wild turkey hunting season as described in Chapter 4.00 of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife Regulations: 


Zone 1 - WMD’s 15-17, 20-25, and 28. 


Zone 2 - WMD’s 10, 11, 12, 13, 18, 19, 26, and 29.

Zone 3 - WMD’s 1-9, 14,  and 27 are closed to fall wild turkey hunting. 

B.
Season

There shall be an open fall season from October 1 to November 7 for wild turkey hunting Zone 1 and Zone 2, except for those areas closed to hunting described in Chapter 925 subchapter 1. Zone 3 is closed to fall turkey hunting. 

C.
Permits

Any person who possesses an archery license or a license that allows the hunting of big game as provided in 12 §11109 may purchase a wild turkey hunting permit from an agent of the commissioner to hunt during the fall wild turkey hunting season. The turkey permit includes both the spring and fall seasons.
D.
The Bag Limit for wild turkey during the fall season is two wild turkeys of either sex and any age per permit holder. A hunter may take up to two wild turkeys but cannot exceed an individual WMD bag limit. Bag limits in specific WMD’s will be as follows:


Two wild turkeys of either sex and any age per WMD within WMD’s Wildlife Management Districts 15-17, 20-25, and 28.

One wild turkey of either sex and any age per WMD within WMD’s 10, 11, 12, 13, 18,19, 26, and 29. 

Closed to fall turkey hunting in WMD’s 1-9, 14, and 27.

E.
Legal weapons / methods: Bow and arrow and shotgun gauges 10 through 20 using shot sizes 4 through 6 inclusive, mixed loads that include shot sizes 4 through 7 must be used to hunt wild turkeys during the fall season. A person may employ the use of a dog or dogs during the fall wild turkey hunting season as provided in Title 12 §11801-2.A.
F.
Legal hunting time. Legal hunting time is from 1/2 hour before sunrise to 1/2 hour after sunset.

3.
Mandatory Submission of Radio Collars, Leg Bands, and Wing Tags
A.
All radio collars, leg bands, and wing tags must be submitted to the Department at the time the wild turkey is presented for registration.


4.
Restrictions
A.
It shall be unlawful for any person to hunt wild turkey during any open season after having killed or registered a wild turkey during that open season.

B.
It shall be unlawful at any time to take a turkey while the turkey is in a tree.

5.
Landowner Privilege
Any private landowner is eligible to hunt wild turkeys on their own land without a turkey hunting permit if: (1) that person owns a particular piece of land that is 25 or more contiguous acres in size and is located within the turkey hunting zone designated for the season that they wish to hunt; (2) that person is permanently domiciled on that land; (3) the land is managed for the raising and selling of dairy, dairy products, or beef cattle; and (4) the land is open to hunting including hunting by permission.

Any family member permanently domiciled on that land is also eligible to hunt wild turkeys on that land without a permit.

All other laws and rules of that open season including bag limits,weapon restrictions and tagging and reporting requirements will apply.

A landowner must provide proof of eligibility if requested by an agent of the commissioner.

Landowners and eligible family members may hunt any and all open days of the open wild turkey hunting seasons.

4.07
Crow Hunting


(Repealed August 19, 2009)
4.08
Falconry

A.
Definitions
1.
“Raptor” means a migratory bird of the Order Falconiformes or the Order Strigiformes listed in 50 Code of Federal Regulations Sec. 10.13, including the bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) and the golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos).
2.
“Falconry” is caring for and training raptors for pursuit of wild game, and hunting wild game with raptors. Falconry includes the taking of raptors from the wild to use in the sport; and caring for, training, and transporting raptors held for falconry.

3.
“Hacking” is the temporary release of a raptor held for falconry to the wild so that it must survive on its own.

4.
“Bal-chatri trap" means a cage on which many nooses are tied and which is baited with a bird or mammal and placed in view of a wild raptor.

5.
“Bow net trap" means a circular hoop hinged in the middle and covered with netting which is usually attached to the ground so one side can swing freely.

6.
"Dho-gazza trap" is a square or rectangular net of various dimensions suspended vertically next to bait.

7.
"Swedish goshawk trap" is a humane, predator-safe, stationary box trap.

8.
“Harness trap" means a light leather or cloth saddle covered with nooses which is placed on tethered bait.

9.
“Hybrid” means offspring of birds listed as two or more distinct species in 50 Code of Federal Regulations Sec. 10.13, or offspring of birds recognized by ornithological authorities as two or more distinct species listed in 50 Code of Federal Regulations Sec. 10.13.

10.
“Imprint”, for the purposes of falconry, means a bird that is hand-raised in isolation from the sight of other raptors from 2 weeks of age until it is fully feathered. An imprinted bird is considered to be so for its entire lifetime.

11.
“Livestock depredation area” means a specific geographic location in which depredation by golden eagles has been recognized. The boundaries and duration of a livestock depredation area are declared by U.S.D.A. Wildlife Services or by a State governor.

12.
“Take" means to trap or capture, or attempt to trap or capture a raptor for the purpose of falconry.

B.
General provisions to practice falconry in Maine
1.
Practicing falconry where permittees reside

Any person may practice falconry in Maine after he or she receives a Maine hunting license and a Maine falconry permit.  Maine falconry permits will be issued for a 1-year, 2-year or 3-year period. Permits expire on December 31st and may be renewed:

a.
If all conditions of the permit are met, and the permittee continues to meet all eligibility requirements of these rules;

b.
If no violations of the original license have occurred;

c.
If a change in license classification is not requested; and

d.
The permittee submits a request for renewal accompanied by the applicable license fee.

2.
Permits to practice falconry

Residents of Maine must have a valid Maine falconry permit and a Maine hunting license, to take, possess, or transport raptors for falconry, or to hunt with them, except that persons who hold a valid falconry permit from another state that meets federal falconry standards may import and hunt their raptors, without a written permit, provided they possess a valid non-resident Maine hunting license, and do not remain with their falconry birds in the state for more than 30 days.  To hunt migratory waterfowl, a falconer must also possess a Federal Migratory Bird Hunting and Conservation Stamp (“Duck Stamp”) and a Maine Migratory Waterfowl permit.

a.
Falconers must comply with all regulations governing migratory bird permitting.

b.
If a Maine falconer resides for more than 120 consecutive days in a State or territory or on tribal lands other than Maine, the falconer’s facilities must be listed on the falconer’s Maine permit.

c.
Raptors that are listed as a federal or Maine endangered or threatened wildlife species, subspecies, or population may not be used in falconry except when that raptor is allowed for falconry use under Maine and federal regulations.

3.
Except as provided in Section B.2 of this rule, raptors may only be imported into the State of Maine under a written permit from the Commissioner.  Importation permits will not be issued for the possession of species which are specifically prohibited by these regulations.

4.
Applying for a falconry permit

All inquiries regarding falconry licensing, applications, examination scheduling, bands, and facilities inspections should be directed to the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, Wildlife Division, State House Station 41, Augusta, Maine 04333. In applying for a falconry permit, applicants must include the following:

a.
A completed application form.

b.
Proof that the applicant has correctly answered 80 percent of the questions on a written examination relating to basic biology, care and handling of raptors, and State and federal laws and regulations relating to falconry and other appropriate subject matter administered by the Department where the applicant maintains his or her legal residence, or proof that an applicant has previously held a falconry permit at the level he or she seeks.

5.
The Commissioner may refuse to issue a Falconry Permit after review of the application when:

a.
He or she determines that the license should not be issued because of past conviction(s) of the fish and wildlife laws as provided in MRSA Title 12, Section 7077;

b.
The authorization requested could potentially threaten or have significant effect on a wild population of raptors;

c.
The applicant has failed the written examination;

d.
The applicant, upon inspection by State or Federal wildlife personnel, has failed to meet or maintain the standards established for raptor housing facilities and equipment; or

e.
The applicant fails to meet qualifications set forth in standards for license classes set forth in these regulations.

6.
Permittees are subject to all applicable rules and regulations pertaining to hunting seasons and bag limits of wild animals and wild birds, except as otherwise provided by this regulation. Any protected or out of season wildlife accidentally killed by a trained raptor shall not be retained or possessed by the permittee, but the raptor may feed upon the wildlife before leaving the site of the kill. If a prey item is killed by a falconry bird without the permittees’ intent, including an animal taken outside of a regular hunting season, the permittee:

a.
May allow the falconry bird to feed on the animal, but the permittee may not take the animal into his or her possession; and

b.
Must report take of any federally listed threatened or endangered species to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Ecological Services Field Office for the location in which the take occurred and report the take of any state listed threatened or endangered species to the Department within 48 hours.

7.
Updating a falconry permit after a move
a.
A permittee who moves from Maine to a new state and takes his or her falconry birds must inform the Department of the address change within 30 days.

b.
If a permittee from another state moves into Maine and brings his or her falconry birds, he or she must inform the Department within 30 days. To obtain a Maine falconry permit, applicants must follow the permit application procedures in these rules. Applicants may keep falconry birds they hold while they apply for a Maine falconry permit. However, the Department may place restrictions on their possession and use of falconry birds until they meet the Maine residency and falconry requirements.

8.
Reinstatement of a lapsed falconry permit
a.
If a falconer’s permit has been lapsed for fewer than 5 years, it may be reinstated at the level held previously held if the falconer shows proof of certification at that level.

b.
If a falconer’s permit has been lapsed for 5 years or longer, the applicant must correctly answer at least 80 percent of the questions on an examination administered by the Department. If the applicant passes the exam, his or her permit may be reinstated at the level previously held. The applicant’s facilities must also pass inspection by the Department before the applicant may possess a falconry bird.

9.
Suspension, revocation or denial of falconry permit

The Department may deny issuance of any falconry permit or, after hearing, may suspend, revoke or deny the renewal of any falconry permit, if the applicant or falconer fails to comply with any requirement of these regulations, ceases to be eligible for a falconry permit hereunder, or has been convicted of a violation of any falconry regulations. For the purpose of this subsection, violation of a general hunting regulation is not a violation of a falconry regulation. An applicant or falconer whose permit has been suspended, revoked or denied may appeal to the Commissioner.

10.
Restoration of revoked permits

Upon request of the person whose permit has been revoked, the Department may restore the person's falconry permit at the end of the revocation period, subject to review and a determination by the Department that the person is qualified and suitable for a permit in accordance with these rules. The Department may place special conditions on the permit as appropriate.

11.
Permit to practice falconry at an appropriate level if an applicant has experience in falconry but is a new resident in the United States.

An applicant may qualify for the falconry permit appropriate for his or her falconry experience gained in another country. To demonstrate knowledge of U.S. falconry laws and regulations, the applicant must correctly answer at least 80 percent of the questions on the supervised examination for falconers administered by the Department under which the applicant wishes to obtain a falconry permit. If the applicant passes the test, the Department will determine which level of falconry permit the applicant is qualified to possess under section C below, taking into account the applicant’s documented experience. The applicant’s falconry facilities must meet the standards in section D of this rule before the applicant may keep a raptor to use in falconry.

12.
Aliens practicing falconry in the United States
a.
An alien to the United States may qualify for a temporary falconry permit appropriate for his or her experience.

(1)
The permit may be valid for any period specified by the Department.

(2)
To demonstrate knowledge of U.S. falconry laws and regulations, the visitor must correctly answer at least 80 percent of the questions on the supervised examination for falconers administered by the Department. If the alien passes the test, the Department will determine the level of temporary permit for which the person is qualified. The determination should be based on the individual's documentation of his or her experience.

(3)
If a permittee holds a temporary falconry permit, the permittee may possess raptors for falconry if he or she has approved falconry facilities.

(4)
A holder of a temporary falconry permit may fly raptors held for falconry by a permitted falconer.

(5)
A holder of a temporary falconry permit may not take a bird from the wild to use in falconry.

b.
For the duration of a permit from the Department, an alien may use any bird for falconry that he or she possesses legally in his or her country of residence for that purpose, provided that the importation of that species to the United States is not prohibited, and provided that he or she has met all importation and permitting requirements of the State of Maine.

(1)
An alien must comply with all applicable requirements of these rules.

(2)
The alien may transport registered raptors subject to all applicable permit requirements.

(3)
Unless the alien has the necessary permit(s) to bring a raptor into Maine and leave it here, he or she must take raptors brought into the state for falconry out of the state when he or she leaves. If a raptor brought into Maine dies or is lost while in this state, the alien must document the loss before leaving the state by reporting the loss to the Department.

(4)
When flown free, any bird temporarily brought to this state must have two radio transmitters attached to it that will allow the falconer to locate it.

13.
Permission to capture, fly, or release a falconry bird at any location

Permittees do not need special or written permission for any of these activities on public lands if it is authorized by the appropriate agency. However, permittees must comply with all applicable laws regarding falconry activities, including hunting. A falconry permit does not authorize permittees to capture or release raptors or practice falconry on public or private lands if it is prohibited.

14.
Practicing falconry in the vicinity of a State or Federally listed threatened or endangered animal species

In practicing falconry, permittees must ensure that their activities do not cause the intentional take of state or federally listed threatened or endangered wildlife. To obtain information about threatened or endangered species that may occur on lands where permittees wish to practice falconry, permittees should contact the Department. Permittees can also contact the Department for information on federally-listed species.

C.
Classes of permits to practice falconry

The Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife (Department) recognizes Apprentice, General, and Master Falconer levels. The Maine falconry standards are at least as restrictive as federal standards, and in some cases are more restrictive than the federal laws or regulations governing falconry.

1.
Requirements for an Apprentice Falconer
a.
General requirements for an Apprentice Falconer
(1)
An Apprentice Falconer must be at least 16 years of age.

b.
Application and training requirements for an Apprentice Falconer
(1)
If the Apprentice Falconer applicant is less than 18 years of age, a parent or legal guardian must sign the application and is legally responsible for the Apprentice Falconer’s activities.

(2)
The applicant must have a letter from a Maine Master Falconer or a Maine General Falconer with a valid Maine or Maine tribal falconry permit who is at least 18 years old and has at least 2 years experience at the General Falconer level, stating that he or she will assist the applicant, as necessary, and serve as the applicant’s sponsor in:

(a)
Learning about the husbandry and training of raptors held for falconry;

(b)
Learning and about relevant wildlife laws and regulations; and

(c)
Deciding what species of raptor is appropriate for the applicant to possess while an Apprentice.

(3)
Applications must be accompanied by proof that the applicant possesses a current valid Maine hunting license and proper falconry license fee. The license fee shall not be refunded if an application is denied.

(4)
A sponsor from Maine is required for the entire time a Maine Apprentice permit is held, regardless of the age of the Apprentice. The sponsor, or two Maine Master Class Falconers, must attest in writing to the satisfactory completion of apprentice training.

(5)
If the sponsor terminates the apprenticeship, he or she must submit a letter to the Department stating the reasons for terminating the sponsorship. The Apprentice will be allowed 90 days to find another sponsor within Maine. During this period the Apprentice may not practice falconry. If the Apprentice does not find another sponsor within the 90 day period his or her Falconry permit will be revoked and, if he or she possesses a raptor, the disposition of the raptor will be decided by the Department.

(6)
Before an applicant is issued an Apprentice permit the applicant must correctly answer at least 80 percent of the questions on an examination administered by the Department. The examination will cover care and handling of falconry raptors, federal and state laws and regulations relevant to falconry, and other appropriate subject matter. Contact the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, Wildlife Division, State House Station 41, Augusta, Maine  04333 for information about permits and taking the test.

(7)
The applicant’s raptor facilities and falconry equipment must pass on-site inspection by Department before the applicant may be granted an apprentice falconry permit.

(8)
Upon receipt of a properly executed license application, the Commissioner will notify the applicant of its receipt; advise him or her of the date, time and location of the examination; and will arrange for an on-site inspection of facilities. Incomplete applications will be returned to the applicant.

c.
Possession limits for an Apprentice Falconer
(1)
Regardless of the number of permits the apprentice has, an Apprentice Falconer may possess no more than one raptor for use in falconry, and may not obtain more than one raptor for replacement during any calendar year.

(2)
An Apprentice Falconer shall possess only an American kestrel (Falco sparverius) or a red-tailed hawk (Buteo jamacicensis) taken from the wild except he or she may not take or possess a federally or Maine listed threatened or endangered species, subspecies, or population.  The Apprentice Falconer must trap the hawk himself or herself as a first year (passage) bird, except that an Apprentice Falconer may take an adult American kestrel from the wild. An Apprentice Falconer may not possess a captive-bred bird.

(3)
An Apprentice Falconer may not possess a raptor taken from the wild as a nestling.

(4)
An Apprentice Falconer may not possess a bird that is imprinted on humans.

2.
Requirements for a General Falconer
a.
General requirements for a General Falconer
(1)
A General Falconer must be at least 18 years of age.

(2)
A General Falconer may sponsor no more than one permitted apprentice at one time and have at least 2 years experience at the General Falconer level.

b.
Application and training requirements for a General Falconer
(1)
An applicant for a General Falconer permit must submit documentation of the applicant’s experience maintaining falconry raptors, including a summary of what species the applicant has held as an Apprentice Falconer and how long the applicant possessed each bird.

(2)
The General Falconer applicant must submit a document from their sponsor or from two Maine Master Class Falconers to the Department stating that the Apprentice has practiced falconry with wild raptor(s) at the Apprentice Falconer level or equivalent for at least 2 years, including maintaining, training, flying, and hunting the raptor(s) for at least 4 months in each year. That practice may include capture and release of falconry raptors.

(3)
An Apprentice Falconer may not substitute any falconry school program or education to shorten the period of 2 years at the Apprentice level.

c.
Possession limits for a General Falconer
(1)
General Falconers may take and possess any species of Falconiform or Strigiform except a golden eagle, a bald eagle, a white-tailed eagle, a Steller's sea-eagle, or a wild taken peregrine falcon. They may use captive-bred individuals and hybrids of the species they are allowed to possess for use in falconry.

(2)
Regardless of the number permits possessed, a General Falconer may possess no more than 3 raptors, may not obtain more than two raptors for replacement during each calendar year, and may take no more than two raptors from the wild during each calendar year to use in falconry.

3.
Requirements for a Master Falconer
a.
General requirements for a Master Falconer
(1)
A General Falconer must have practiced falconry with his or her own raptor(s) at the General Falconer level for at least 5 years in order to qualify as a Master Falconer.

(2)
A Master Falconer may sponsor no more than three permitted apprentices at one time.

b.
Possession limits for a Master Falconer
(1)
Master Falconers may take and possess any species of Falconiform or Strigiform except a bald eagle. However, a Master Falconer may possess up to 3 eagles of the following species for use in falconry provided prior approval is obtained from the Department in accordance with paragraphs C.3.b.(4) below: golden eagle, white-tailed eagle, or Steller's sea eagle. Each eagle will count as one of the raptors in the Master Falconer’s annual possession limit.


NOTE: Because the golden eagle is currently listed as endangered in Maine, the Department prohibits take of golden eagles for falconry within Maine and regulates possession of other golden eagles by way of importation permits.

(2)
Master Falconers may possess any captive-bred individuals or hybrids of species that the Department allows them to possess for use in falconry.

(3)
Regardless of the number of permits a Master Falconer may have, he or she may possess no more than 5 raptors, including wild caught raptors, captive-bred individuals or hybrids, golden eagles or other eagles, and may take no more than two raptors from the wild during each calendar year to use in falconry. The Falconer must train them in the pursuit of wild game and use them in hunting.

(4)
Before an applicant’s request to possess eagles for use in falconry is approved, the applicant must submit to the Department:
(a)
Documentation showing the Master Falconer’s experience in handling large raptors, including information about the species that the applicant has handled and the type and duration of the activity in which the applicant gained the experience; and

(b)
At least two letters of reference from people with experience handling and/or flying large raptors such as eagles, ferruginous hawks, goshawks (Accipiter gentilis), or great horned owls (Bubo virginianus). Each letter must contain a concise history of the author's experience with large raptors, which can include, but is not limited to, handling of raptors held by zoos, rehabilitating large raptors, or scientific studies involving large raptors. Each letter must also assess the applicant’s ability to care for eagles and fly them in falconry.

D.
Facilities and care requirements
1.
Permittees must keep all raptors they hold in humane and healthful conditions.

a.
Whether they are indoors (“mews”) or outdoors (“weathering area”), permittees’ raptor facilities must protect raptors in them from the environment, predators, and domestic animals. Permittees are responsible for the maintenance and security (protection from predators) of raptors they possess under their permits.

b.
Permittees must have indoor and outdoor raptor housing facilities approved by the Department before they may obtain a bird to use in falconry. The Department must, after inspection, certify that the permittee’s facilities and equipment meet the following standards:
(1)
Indoor and outdoor facilities must provide protection from predators and domestic animals.

(a)
The facility must have a suitable perch for each raptor, at least one opening for sunlight, and must provide a healthy environment for raptors inside.

(b)
Permittees may house untethered raptors together if they are compatible with each other. Otherwise, if more than one raptor is to be kept in the mews or weathering area, the raptors shall be tethered or separated by partitions.

(c)
Each raptor must have an area large enough to allow it to fly if it is untethered or, if tethered, to fully extend its wings or bate (attempt to fly while tethered) without damaging its feathers or contacting other raptors.

(d)
Each falconry bird must have access to a pan of clean water unless weather conditions, the perch type used, or some other factor makes access to a water pan unsafe for the raptor.

(2)
An indoor facility must be large enough to allow easy access for the care and feeding of raptors kept there and must have an escape proof entry way if free-lofted raptors are kept within. There must be at least one window, protected on the inside by vertical bars spaced narrower than the width of the body of the smallest raptor housed in the enclosure. The floor of the mews must permit easy cleaning. Perch/perches must be provided.

(a)
If raptors that permittees house in the indoor facility are not tethered, all walls that are not solid must be protected on the inside. Suitable materials may include vertical bars spaced narrower than the width of the head of the smallest raptor housed in the enclosure. However, heavy-duty netting or other such materials may be used to cover the walls or roof of the enclosure.

(b)
Acceptable indoor facilities include shelf perch enclosures where raptors are tethered side by side. Other innovative housing systems are acceptable if they provide the enclosed raptors with protection and maintain healthy feathers.

(3)
Permittees may keep a falconry raptor or raptors inside their place of residence if they provide a suitable perch or perches. If permittees house their raptor(s) inside their homes, they do not need to modify windows or other openings of the structure. Raptors kept in a permittee’s home must be tethered when they are not being moved into or out of the location in which they are kept.

(4)
An outdoor facility must be totally enclosed, and may be made of heavy-gauge wire, slats, pipe, wood, or other suitable material.

(a)
The facility must be covered and have at least a covered perch to protect a raptor held in it from predators and weather.

(b)
The facility must be large enough to insure that the birds cannot strike the enclosure when flying from the perch.

(c)
New types of housing facilities and/or husbandry practices may be used if they satisfy the requirements of these rules and are approved by the Department.

c.
Permittees may keep falconry raptors outside in the open if they are under watch, such as by the permittee or a family member at any location or, for example, by a designated individual in a weathering yard at a falconry meet.

d.
Permittees must inform the Department within 5 business days if the permittees change the location of their facilities.

e.
Permittees must submit a signed and dated statement to the Department consenting to inspection of the falconry facilities and raptors by the Department, in the presence of the permittee but without advance notice, at all reasonable times.

2.
Falconry facilities on property permittees do not own
a.
Permittees’ falconry facilities may be located on property owned by another person, provided the facilities meet the standards in paragraph D.1 of this section and the facility is approved by the Department.
b.
If the facilities are not on property that the permittee owns, then the permittee must submit a statement to the Department, signed and dated by the property owner, in which the property owner consents to the inspection of the falconry facilities and raptors by the Department at all reasonable times when the property owner is present; except that the Department may not enter the facilities or disturb the raptors unless the permittee is also present.
3.
Equipment permittees must have and maintain

Each permittee must have jesses or the materials and equipment to make them, leash and swivel, bath container, appropriate scales or balances for weighing raptor(s) he or she possesses, and perches of suitable falconry design for each raptor as exemplified below:

a.
Jesses - At least a pair of Aylmeri bracelets and jesses or similar type constructed of pliable, high-quality leather or suitable synthetic material to be used when any raptor is flown free. Traditional 1- piece jesses may be used on raptors when not being flown. Slitless hunting jesses, or no jesses, are recommended for use on all raptors being flown free.

b.
Leashes and swivels - At least 1 flexible, weather-resistant leash and strong swivel of acceptable falconry design;

c.
Bath Container - At least 1 suitable container; 2 to 6 inches deep and wider than the length of the raptor for drinking and bathing for each raptor unless weather conditions, the perch type used, or some other factor makes access to a bath container unsafe for the raptor;

d.
Outdoor perches - At least one weathering area perch of an acceptable design shall be provided for each raptor; and

e.
Weighing device - A reliable scale or balance suitable for weighing the raptor(s) held and graduated to increments of approximately 2 grams must be provided.

4.
Facilities a permittee must have for a raptor when they are transporting it, using it for hunting, or are away from the permanent facility where it is housed

The permittee must be sure that the bird has a suitable perch and is protected from extreme temperatures, wind, and excessive disturbance. A “giant hood'' or similar container is acceptable for transporting or housing a raptor when permittees are away from their homes.

5.
Temporarily housing a raptor outside of the permittees’ permanent facilities when not transporting it or using it for hunting

A permittee may house a raptor in temporary facilities for no more than 120 consecutive calendar days if the bird has a suitable perch and is protected from predators, domestic animals, extreme temperatures, wind, and excessive disturbance.

6.
Care of falconry raptors by another falconry permittee

Another falconry permittee may care for a raptor or raptors for permittees at their facilities or at that person's facilities for up to 120 consecutive calendar days. The other person must have a signed and dated statement from the permittee authorizing the temporary possession, plus a copy of FWS form 3-186A that shows that the permittee is the possessor of each of the raptors. The statement must include information about the time period for which he or she will keep the raptor(s), and what he or she is allowed to do with it or them.

a.
Permittees’ raptor(s) will remain on their falconry permit, and will not be counted against the possession limit of the person caring for their raptors.

b.
If the person caring for a permittee’s raptor(s) holds the appropriate level falconry permit, he or she may fly the permittee’s raptor(s) in whatever way permittees authorize, including hunting.

c.
This care of permittees’ raptors may be extended by the Department in extenuating circumstances, such as illness, military service, or for a family emergency. The Department will consider such extensions on a case-by-case basis.

7.
Care of falconry raptors by someone who does not have a falconry permit

Another person may care for falconry birds that a permittee possesses at the permittee’s facilities for up to 45 consecutive calendar days.

a.
The raptor(s) will remain on the permittee’s falconry permit.

b.
The raptors must remain in the permittee’s facilities.

c.
This care may be extended by the Department on a case by case basis in extenuating circumstances, such as illness, military service, or for a family emergency.

d.
The person(s) caring for the permittee’s raptors may not fly them for any reason.

8.
Residence part of the year in Maine
a.
If permittees live for more than 120 consecutive days in Maine and their primary residence is elsewhere, their falconry facilities in Maine must meet the standards in section D.1, and they must possess a Maine falconry permit.


NOTE: The jurisdiction in which permittees live part-time outside of Maine may require that they obtain its falconry permit. Permittees must contact the appropriate agency that regulates falconry to determine whether they need a permit.

9.
Falconry equipment and records may be inspected by the Department in the presence of the permittee during business hours and all other reasonable times.
E.
Taking, possessing, and transporting raptors for falconry
1.
Raptor species that permittees may take from the wild for use in falconry.

a.
Permittees may not intentionally capture a raptor species that their classification as a falconer does not allow the permittee to possess for falconry. If permittees capture a bird they are not allowed to possess, they must release it immediately.


NOTE: On some lands there may be restrictions on the take or use of these species requiring permittees to have a permit or permits to capture a bird.

2.
How and when permittees may take raptors from the wild to use in falconry
a.
Permittees may take no more than two raptors from the wild to use in falconry during each calendar year.

b.
If a permittee transfers a bird he or she took from the wild to another permittee in the same year in which it was captured, the bird will count as one of the raptors the permittee who captured the bird is allowed to take from the wild that year; it will not count as a capture by the recipient, though it will always be considered a wild bird.

c.
A General or Master Falconer may remove nestlings from a nest or aerie in accordance with all applicable laws and restrictions.

d.
Permittees may not take raptors at any time or in any manner that violates any law.

e.
Permittees are responsible for reporting the taking of a raptor from the wild, which they must report by entering the required information in the electronic database at http://permits.fws.gov/186A and by submitting a paper form 3-186A to the Department. Permittees must do this at their first opportunity, but no later than 10 days after the capture of the bird.
(1)
If a permittee is present at the capture site, even if another person captures the bird, the permittee is considered the person who removes the bird from the wild. He or she is responsible for reporting the taking of the bird from the wild as outlined in E.2.e. This would occur, for example, if another person climbs a tree or rappels down a cliff and takes a nestling for the permittee and gives it to the permittee at the tree or cliff.

(2)
If a permittee is not at the immediate location where a bird is taken from the wild, the person who removes the bird from the wild must be a General or Master Falconer, and must report the taking of the bird from the wild as outlined in E.2.e. If that person then transfers the bird to another permittee, both permittees must report the transfer as outlined in E.2.e. The bird will count as one of the two raptors the person who took it from the wild is allowed to capture in any year. The bird will not count as a bird the receiving permittee took from the wild. The person who takes the bird from the wild must report the take even if he or she promptly transfers the bird to another permittee.

(3)
If a permittee has a long-term or permanent physical impairment that prevents him or her from attending the capture of a species to use for falconry, a General or Master Falconer may capture a bird for the permittee. The impaired permittee is responsible for reporting the taking of the bird from the wild as outlined in E.2.e., and the bird will count against the take of wild raptors that the impaired permittee is allowed in any year.

f.
A permittee must promptly release any bird he or she captures unintentionally.

g.
Permittees may use only humane, predator-proof traps of a design and material which will not harm the raptor being trapped; such as the bal-chatri, harness, bow net, Dho-gazza, and Swedish goshawk trap.

h.
Any raptor, as defined by these regulations, taken under a depredation permit may be used for falconry only by a Master falconer.
3.
Other provisions on taking raptors from the wild for falconry
a.
Apprentice Falconers may take only a kestrel (Falco sparverius) or a red- tailed hawk (Buteo jamacicensis)  from the wild except he or she may not take or possess a federally or Maine listed threatened or endangered species, sub-species, or population. The Apprentice Falconer must trap the hawk themselves as a first year (passage) raptor within the period from September 1 to February 28, except that they may take an adult American kestrel from the wild within that period.
b.
General or Master Falconers may only take raptors less than 1 year of age from the wild at any time during the year subject to the following provisions:

(1)
Raptors, other than the American kestrel, fledged during the prior calendar year may not be taken after February 28; and
(2)
American kestrels may be taken from the wild at any age during the year except that American kestrels fledged during or before the prior calendar year may not be taken between May 1 and July 31.
c.
Because the golden eagle is currently listed as endangered in Maine, the Department prohibits take of golden eagles for falconry within Maine and regulates possession of other golden eagles by way of importation permits.
d.
A permittee may recapture a lost falconry bird at any time. Recapture of a lost falconry bird is not considered to be taking a bird from the wild.

e.
Permittees may recapture a raptor wearing falconry equipment or a captive-bred bird at any time - even if they are not allowed to possess the species. The bird will not count against the permittee’s possession limit, nor will its take from the wild count against their limit. Permittees must report their recapture of the bird to the Department no more than 5 working days after the recapture. Permittees must return a recaptured falconry bird to the person who lost it, if that person may legally possess it. Disposition of a bird whose legal possession cannot be determined as determined by the Department.

f.
A permittee may take any raptor that he or she is authorized to possess from the wild if the bird is banded with a Federal Bird Banding Laboratory aluminum band, except that they may not take a banded peregrine falcon from the wild.
(1)
If a captured raptor (including a peregrine falcon) is marked with a seamless metal band, a transmitter, or any other item identifying it as a falconry bird, the permittee must report the bird’s capture to the Department no more than 5 working days after the capture. Permittees must return a recaptured falconry bird to the person who lost it. If that person cannot possess the bird, or does not wish to possess it, the permittee may keep it provided that all other requirements in this rule are met. Otherwise, the Department will determine disposition of a bird whose legal possession cannot be determined. While permittees keep a bird for return to the person who lost it, the bird will not count against their possession limit or their limit on take of raptors from the wild if the permittees have reported possessing the bird to the Department.

(2)
If a permittee captures a peregrine falcon that has a research band (such as a colored band with alphanumeric codes) or a research marking attached to it, the permittee must immediately release the bird, except that if the falcon has a transmitter attached to it, permittees are authorized to possess the bird up to 30 days if they wish to contact the researcher to determine if he or she wishes to replace the transmitter or its batteries. If the researcher wishes to do so, or to have the transmitter removed, the researcher or his or her designee can make the change or allow the permittee to do so before they release the bird. If the researcher does not wish to keep the transmitter on the falcon, the permittee may keep the bird if they captured it in circumstances in which capture of wild peregrines is allowed.

(3)
If a captured raptor has any other band, research marking, or transmitter attached to it, the permittee must promptly report the band numbers and all other relevant information to the Federal Bird Banding Laboratory at 1-800-327-2263.

(a)
A permittee may contact the researcher and determine if he or she wishes to replace a transmitter attached to a bird captured by a permittee. If so, permittees are authorized to possess the bird up to 30 days until the researcher or his or her designee does so, or until the permittee can replace it themselves. Disposition of the bird will be as determined by the Department in consultation with the researcher.

(b)
Temporary possession of such a bird will not count against the permittee’s possession limit for falconry raptors.

g.
A permittee must leave at least one young in any nest or aerie from which he or she takes a nestling, and no eggs may be removed from any nest.

4.
Take of a species or subspecies that was removed from the Federal List of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife to use in falconry

Falconry use of any species, subspecies, or population that was listed as Endangered or Threatened by federal or state jurisdictions must comply with provisions of a management plan published for that species by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service and/or the Department.
5.
Raptors injured due to falconer trapping efforts

Permittees have two options for dealing with a bird injured by their trapping efforts. In either case, permittees are responsible for the costs of care and rehabilitation of the bird.

a.
A permittee may put the bird on his or her falconry permit. The permittee must report take of the bird by entering the required information in the electronic database at http://permits.fws.gov/186A or by submitting a paper form 3-186A to Department at their first opportunity to do so, but no more than 10 days after capture of the bird. The permittee must then have the bird treated by a veterinarian or a permitted wildlife rehabilitator. The bird will count against the permittee’s possession limit.

b.
The permittee may give the bird directly to a veterinarian, or a permitted wildlife rehabilitator, or an appropriate wildlife agency employee. If the permittee does so, it will count against their allowed take and the number of raptors that they may possess during the 12 month licensing period in which the raptor was taken.

6.
Acquisition, transfer, loss, or rebanding of a raptor
a.
If a permittee acquires a raptor; transfers, rebands, or microchips a raptor; if a raptor a permittee possesses is stolen; if a permittee loses a raptor to the wild and does not recover it within 30 days; or if a bird a permittee possesses for falconry dies; the permittee must report the change within 10 days by entering the required information in the electronic database at http://permits.fws.gov/186A and by submitting a paper form 3-186A to the Department.

b.
If a raptor that a permittee possesses is stolen, he or she must report the theft to the Department and to the Maine Warden Service Divisional Headquarters within 10 days of the theft of the bird.

c.
Permittees must keep copies of all electronic database submissions documenting take, transfer, loss, rebanding or microchipping of each falconry raptor until 5 years after they have transferred or lost the bird, or it has died.

7.
Acquiring a bird for falconry from a permitted rehabilitator
A General or Master Falconer may acquire a raptor of any age of a species that they are permitted to possess directly from a rehabilitator upon approval by the Department.

a.
If permittees acquire a bird from a rehabilitator, they must report the acquisition within 10 days by entering the required information in the electronic database at http://permits.fws.gov/186A and by submitting a paper form 3-186A to the Department.

b.
If permittees acquire a bird from a rehabilitator, it will count as one of the raptors that they are allowed to take from the wild that year.

8.
Flying a hybrid raptor or a raptor non-indigenous to Maine in falconry

When flown free, a hybrid raptor or a raptor non-indigenous to Maine, at least two functioning radio transmitters must be attached to the raptor to help the falconer to locate the bird.

9.
Releasing a falconry bird to the wild

Permittees must follow all applicable laws and regulations before releasing falconry birds to the wild.

a.
If the raptor a permittee wishes to release is not native to the State or territory, or is a hybrid of any kind, the permittee may not permanently release the bird to the wild. He or she may transfer it to another falconry permittee.

b.
If the species a permittee wishes to release is native to the State or territory and is captive-bred, the permittee may not release the bird to the wild without permission from the Department. Before releasing the species pursuant to the Department’s approval, he or she must hack the bird (allow it to adjust) to the wild at an appropriate time of year and an appropriate location. The permittee must remove the bird’s falconry band (if it has one) and equipment, and report release of the bird by entering the required information in the electronic database at http://permits.fws.gov/186A and by submitting a paper form 3-186A to the Department.

c.
If the species a permittee wishes to release is native to the State and was taken from the wild, the permittee may release the bird, but only at an appropriate time of year and location. He or she must remove its falconry band and equipment, and report release of the bird by entering the required information in the electronic database at http://permits.fws.gov/186A and by submitting a paper form 3-186A to the Department.

10.
Restrictions on transfers of falconry raptors from other falconers

Permittees may transfer no more than 3 raptors within a calendar year and may not exceed their possession limits.

11.
Non-resident falconers may take wild raptors in Maine for falconry purposes in accordance with these regulations provided that they first:

a.
Obtain a non-resident annual Maine hunting license;

b.
Apply to the Department for a Maine falconry permit and provide a copy of a valid falconry permit from their home jurisdiction; and

c.
Obtain a Maine falconry permit from the Department. However, non-residents are exempted from Maine testing and facility inspections.

12.
Banding or tagging raptors used in falconry
a.
A permittee who takes a goshawk, Harris's hawk (Parabuteo unicinctus), peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus), or gyrfalcon (Falco rusticolus) from the wild or who acquires one from another falconer or a rehabilitator, must band the raptor with a permanent, nonreusable, numbered Fish and Wildlife Service leg band supplied by the Department if the raptor is not already banded. The permittee may purchase and implant an ISO (International Organization for Standardization)-compliant (134.2 kHz) microchip in addition to the leg band. The permittee must report the band number when reporting acquisition of the bird. Within 10 days from the day on which the permittee takes the raptor from the wild, he or she must report the taking of the bird by entering the required information (including band number) in the electronic database at http://permits.fws.gov/186A and by submitting a paper form 3-186A to the Department. A permittee may request an appropriate band from the Department in advance of any effort to capture a raptor.  The Department should be contacted for information on obtaining and disposing of bands.

b.
A raptor bred in captivity must be banded with a seamless metal band (see 50 Code of Federal Regulations Sec.  21.30) and may also have an implanted ISO-compliant (134.2 kHz) microchip. If a permittee must remove a seamless band, or if it is lost, the permittee must report the removal or loss within 10 days and request a replacement U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service nonreusable band from the Department. The permittee must submit the required information electronically immediately upon rebanding the raptor at http://permits.fws.gov/186A and by submitting a paper form 3-186A to the Department. The permittee must replace a seamless band that is removed or lost. A permittee may implant an ISO-compliant (134.2 kHz) microchip in a falconry raptor in addition to the seamless band.

c.
If the band must be removed or is lost from a raptor in the permittee’s possession, the permittee must report the loss of the band within 5 days, and request a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service non-reusable band from the Department. The permittee must submit the required information within 10 days of rebanding the raptor at http://permits.fws.gov/186A and by submitting a paper form 3-186A to the Department.

d.
Permittees must not alter, deface, or counterfeit a band. Permittees may remove the rear tab on a band on a raptor taken from the wild, and permittees may smooth any imperfect surface so long as the integrity of the band or the numbering on it is not affected.

e.
If a permittee documents proof that the band is causing health or injury problems for a raptor he or she possesses, the Department may provide an exemption to the requirement for that raptor. In that case, permittees must keep a copy of the exemption paperwork with them when transporting or flying the raptor. If the permittees’ bird is a wild goshawk, Harris's hawk, peregrine falcon, or gyrfalcon, the permittee must replace the band with an ISO-compliant microchip that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will supply to the Department. A microchip will not be provided for a wild goshawk, Harris's hawk, peregrine falcon, or gyrfalcon unless the permittee has demonstrated that a band has caused an injury or a health problem for the bird.

f.
No permittee may band a raptor removed from the wild with a seamless numbered band.

13.
Carrying permit(s) when conducting falconry activities

Permittees must have their permit(s) or legible copies of them in their immediate possession at all times when they are not at the location of their falconry facilities and the permittees are trapping, transporting, working with, or flying their falconry raptor(s).

14.
Selling or trading raptors under a falconry permit
a.
Permittees may sell or barter, or offer to sell or barter captive-bred raptors marked with seamless bands to other permittees who are authorized to possess them.

b.
Permittees may not purchase, sell, trade, or barter wild raptors. They may only transfer them, and those other permittees are authorized to possess the raptors sold or bartered to them in accordance with this rule.

15.
Transfer of wild-caught raptors captured for falconry to another type of permit

Under some circumstances permittees may transfer a wild raptor to another permit type if the recipient of the bird (which could be the permittee) possesses the necessary permits for the other activity.

a.
Permittees may transfer a wild-caught falconry bird to a raptor propagation permit after the bird has been used in falconry for at least 2 years (1 year for a sharp-shinned hawk, a Cooper's hawk, a merlin, or an American kestrel). When permittees transfer the bird, they must provide a copy of the 3-186A form documenting acquisition of the bird by the propagator to the federal migratory bird permit office that administers the propagation permit.

b.
Permittees may transfer a wild-caught bird to another permit type in less than 2 years (1 year for a sharp-shinned hawk, a Cooper's hawk, a merlin, or an American kestrel) if the bird has been injured and a veterinarian has determined that the bird can no longer be flown for falconry.

(1)
Within 10 days of transferring the bird the permittee must provide a copy of the 3-186A form (http://permits.fws.gov/186A) documenting acquisition of the bird to the federal migratory bird permit office that administers the other permit type.

(2)
When a permittee transfers the bird, he or she must also provide a copy of the certification from the veterinarian that the bird is not useable in falconry to the federal migratory bird permits office that administers the other permit type.

16.
Transfer of captive-bred falconry raptors to another type of permit

Permittees may transfer captive-bred falconry raptors if the holder of the other permit type is authorized to possess the bird(s). Within 10 days permittees must report the transfer by entering the required information in the electronic database at http://permits.fws.gov/186A and by submitting a standard paper form 3-186A to the Department.

17.
Disposition of carcasses of falconry birds that die
a.
A permittee must send the entire body of a golden eagle that was held for falconry, including all feathers, talons, and other parts, to the National Eagle Repository.

b.
Permittees may donate the body or feathers of any other species of falconry raptor to any person or institution exempt under the law or who is authorized by permit to acquire and possess such parts or feathers.

c.
If the bird was banded or microchipped prior to its death, the permittee may keep the body of any falconry raptor except that of a golden eagle. A permittee may keep the body so that the feathers are available for imping, or may have the body mounted by a taxidermist. The permittee may use the mount in giving conservation education programs, but must have a Maine Scientific Collection Permit to do so. If the bird was banded, permittees must leave the band on the body. If the bird has an implanted microchip, the permittee must leave the microchip in place.

d.
If the permittee does not wish to donate the bird body or feathers or keep it themselves, he or she must burn, bury, or otherwise destroy it or them within 10 days of the death of the bird or after final examination by a veterinarian to determine cause of death. Carcasses of euthanized raptors could pose a risk of secondary poisoning of eagles and other scavengers. Permittees must take appropriate precautions to avoid such poisonings.

e.
If the permittee does not donate the bird body or feathers or have the body mounted by a taxidermist, he or she may possess the flight feathers for as long as they have a valid falconry permit. However, permittees may not buy, sell, or barter the feathers. Permittees must keep the paperwork documenting their acquisition of the bird.

18.
Transfer of falconry raptors if a permittee dies

A surviving spouse, executor, administrator, or other legal representative of a deceased falconry permittee may transfer any bird held by the permittee to another authorized permittee within 90 days of the death of the falconry permittee. After 90 days, disposition of a bird held under the permit shall be as determined by the Department.

19.
“Possession'' and short-term handling of a falconry raptor

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the Department do not consider short-term handling, such as letting any other person hold or practice flying a raptor that permittees possess under their permit, to be possession for the purposes of this section if permittees are present and the person is under their supervision.  (Note: This provision is taken from 50 Code of Federal Regulations Sec 21.29 (a) and included here because it directly affects falconers.)

20.
Transporting a falconry raptor or raptors through Maine

Permittees having a valid falconry permit may possess and transport for falconry purposes a lawfully possessed raptor through Maine. However, a tribal territory within Maine may further regulate such transport.

21.
Take of Passage Northern Peregrine Falcons for Falconry

The Commissioner may issue permits for the live capture of passage northern peregrine falcons for use in falconry during a specified period between September 1 and November 1. Each permit will: 1] limit the take of passage northern peregrine falcons to one bird, 2] designate the area(s) open to the take of passage northern peregrine falcons, 3] specify the specific dates during which take may occur, and 4] identify any other conditions deemed necessary.    


NOTE: Passage northern peregrine falcons are migrants from populations at or north of 54 degrees north latitude (northernmost Canada and Greenland). Limits on falconry take of passage northern peregrine falcons are set by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The Atlantic Flyway Council will determine the number of passage northern peregrine falcons that may be taken in Maine. The specific dates during which take may occur will be established to ensure capture of migrant birds and avoid capture of resident birds.


Persons eligible to participate in the limited take of passage northern peregrine falcons are restricted to Master Falconers who hold a current Maine Falconry Permit, and are residents of the State of Maine.


An eligible person wishing to participate in the take of passage northern peregrine falcons must file an online application on a form furnished by the Commissioner. There is no application fee. A person may file no more than one application.


Permittees will be selected by lottery to participate in the take of passage northern peregrine falcons. At the time of the random chance drawing individuals will be selected for each of the permits allocated to Maine by the USFWS in any given year. First time applicants that were not selected, upon application the following year, will receive two chances in that year’s drawing. If the same applicant is again not selected, then his or her name will go into the lottery three times the subsequent year, and so on until that applicant is drawn. To qualify for this progressive advantage, an applicant will need to apply each consecutive year until he or she is selected for a permit. All lottery selections are final; permits may not be transferred. 


All other fees, laws, and rules relating to falconry apply.

F.
Additional information and restrictions on the practice of falconry
1.
Raptors removed from the wild for falconry are always considered “wild” raptors. No matter how long such a bird is held in captivity or whether it is transferred to another permittee or permit type, it is always considered “wild”. However, it is considered to be taken from the wild only by the person who originally captured it.  It is not consider to be taken from the wild by any subsequent permittee to whom it is legally transferred.

2.
“Hacking'' of falconry raptors

Hacking (temporary release to the wild) is an approved method for falconers to condition raptors for falconry. Only General and Master Falconers may hack a falconry raptor or raptors.

a.
The Department allows a permittee to hack a bird he or she possesses for falconry.

b.
Any bird a permittee is hacking counts against his or her possession limit, and must be a species he or she is authorized to possess.

c.
Any hybrid or raptor non-indigenous to Maine that a permittee hacks must have two functioning radio transmitters attached to it during hacking.

d.
A permittee may not hack a falconry bird near a nesting area of a state or federally threatened or endangered bird species or in any other location where the raptor is likely to harm a state or federally listed threatened or endangered animal species and that might be disturbed or taken by their falconry bird. Before hacking a falconry bird, the permittee must contact the Department.

3.
Use of other falconry training or conditioning techniques

Permittees may use other acceptable falconry practices, such as, but not limited to, the use of creance (tethered) flying, lures, balloons, or kites in training or conditioning falconry raptors. They also may fly falconry birds at bird species not protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act or at legally possessed pen-raised animals.

4.
Use of raptors held under a falconry permit in captive propagation

Permittees may use raptors they possess for falconry in captive propagation if they or the person overseeing the propagation has the necessary permit(s). Permittees do not need to transfer a bird from their falconry permit if they use it for fewer than 8 months in a year in captive propagation, but must transfer the bird from their falconry permit if it is permanently used for propagation. The bird must then be banded as required by law.

5.
Use of falconry raptors in conservation education programs

A General or Master Falconer may use a bird that he or she possesses in conservation education programs presented in public venues.

a.
A permittee does not need a federal education permit to conduct conservation education activities using a falconry raptor held under a state permit.

b.
A permittee may present conservation programs as an Apprentice Falconer if a General or Master Falconer is present when the permittee does so.

c.
The permittee must use the bird primarily for falconry.

d.
A permittee may charge a fee for presentation of a conservation education program. The fee may not exceed the amount required to recoup the permittee’s costs.

e.
In conservation education programs, permittees must provide information about the biology, ecological roles, and conservation needs of raptors and other migratory birds, although not all of these topics must be addressed in every presentation. Permittees may not give presentations that do not address falconry and conservation education.

f.
Permittees are responsible for all liability associated with conservation education activities they undertake.

6.
Other educational uses of falconry raptors

Permittees may allow photography, filming, or other such uses of falconry raptors to make movies or other sources of information on the practice of falconry or on the biology, ecological roles, and conservation needs of raptors and other migratory birds, though they may not be paid for doing so.

a.
Permittees may not use falconry raptors to make movies, commercials, or in other commercial ventures that are not related to falconry. Filming, photography, or illustration of falconry birds to demonstrate or advertise falconry equipment is acceptable.
b.
Permittees may not use falconry raptors for commercial entertainment; for advertisements; as a representation of any business, company, corporation, or other organization; or for promotion or endorsement of any products, merchandise, goods, services, meetings, or fairs, with the following exceptions:

(1)
Permittees may use a falconry raptor to promote or endorse a nonprofit falconry organization or association.

(2)
Permittees may use a falconry raptor to promote or endorse products or endeavors related to falconry, including, but not limited to items such as hoods, telemetry equipment, giant hoods, perches, materials for raptor facilities, falconry training and education materials, and scientific research and publication.

7.
Assisting in rehabilitation of raptors to prepare them for release

A General or Master Falconer may assist a permitted migratory bird rehabilitator to condition raptors in preparation for their release to the wild. Permittees may keep a bird they are helping to rehabilitate in their facilities.

a.
The rehabilitator must provide the permittee with a letter or form that identifies the bird and explains that the permittee is assisting in its rehabilitation.

b.
Subject to federal regulations, permittees do not need to meet the rehabilitator facility standards. Permittees need only meet the facility standards in this rule.

c.
Permittees do not have to add any raptor they possess for this purpose to their falconry permit; it will remain under the permit of the rehabilitator.

d.
Permittees must return any such bird that cannot be permanently released to the wild to the rehabilitator for placement within the 180-day timeframe in which the rehabilitator is authorized to possess the bird, unless the permittee is authorized by an appropriate agency to retain the bird for longer than 180 days.

e.
Upon coordination with the rehabilitator, permittees must release all releasable raptors to the wild or return them to the rehabilitator for release within the 180-day timeframe in which the rehabilitator is authorized to possess the birds, unless the permittee is authorized by an appropriate agency to retain and condition a bird for longer than 180 days, or unless the rehabilitator transfers the bird to the permittee to hold under their falconry permit.

8.
Using a falconry bird in abatement activities
a.
A Master Falconer may conduct abatement activities with a bird or birds he or she possesses for falconry, if the permittee has a Special Purpose Abatement permit. A General Falconer may conduct abatement activities only as a subpermittee of the holder of the abatement permit.

b.
Permittees may receive payment for providing abatement services if they have a Special Purpose Abatement permit.

9.
Feathers that a falconry bird or birds molts
a.
For imping (replacing a damaged feather with a molted feather), permittees may possess flight feathers for each species of raptor they possess or previously held for as long as they have a valid falconry permit. Permittees may receive feathers for imping from other permitted falconers, wildlife rehabilitators, or propagators in the United States, and they may give feathers to them. Permittees may not buy, sell, or barter such feathers.

b.
Permittees may donate feathers from a falconry bird, except golden eagle feathers, to any person or institution with a valid permit to have them, or to anyone exempt from the permit requirement under the law.

c.
Except for primary or secondary flight feathers or retrices from a golden eagle, permittees are not required to gather feathers that are molted or otherwise lost by a falconry bird. Permittees may leave the feathers where they fall, store them for imping, or destroy them. However, permittees must collect molted flight feathers and retrices from a golden eagle. If permittees choose not to keep them for imping, they must send the feathers to the National Eagle Repository at the following address: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Eagle Repository, Rocky Mountain Arsenal, Building 128, Commerce City, Colorado 80022. The telephone number at the Repository is 303-287-2110. In addition, the Department request that permittees send all feathers (including body feathers) that they collect from any falconry golden eagle and that they do not need for imping, to the National Eagle Repository.
d.
If a permittee’s permit expires or is revoked, he or she must donate the feathers of any species of falconry raptor except a golden eagle to any person or any institution exempt from the permit requirement under the law or who is authorized by permit to acquire and possess the feathers. If the permittee does not donate the feathers, he or she must burn, bury, or otherwise destroy them.

4.09
Transportation of Certain Wildlife and Fish into Maine from Outside of the State

A.
Transportation of cervid carcasses and parts into Maine from other states, provinces, and countries

Pursuant to 12 MRSA Part 12, Chapter 903, Subchapter 2, §10103 sub-§2 and §10104 sub-§1, and in an attempt to eliminate or minimize the risk of introducing chronic wasting disease [CWD] into Maine, it is illegal for individuals to bring into Maine cervid carcasses or parts, except that the following carcass parts may be imported and possessed:

1.
boned-out meat,

2.
hardened antlers,

3.
skull caps that have been cleaned free of brain and other tissues,

4.
capes and hides with no skull attached,

5.
teeth, and

6.
finished taxidermy mounts.


Cervid carcasses or parts from the State of New Hampshire and the Provinces of New Brunswick, Labrador, Newfoundland and Quebec are exempt from this transportation restriction.


The Commissioner may, pursuant to the statutory authority above, issue a permit to a person or institution for the purpose of importing other cervid carcass parts into Maine for possession in Maine. The Commissioner may set special conditions on the permit to mitigate potential disease-related impacts.


This transportation restriction applies to both any cervid wild by nature and to any cervid killed in a commercial hunting preserves, that are taken in any state, province, or country outside of Maine.


Any person who imports into Maine any cervid carcass or parts described above and is notified that the animal has tested positive for Chronic Wasting Disease must report the test results to the Department within 72 hours of receiving the notification. In order to facilitate the proper disposal of any infected material, the Department may take into possession any imported carcass or carcass part of an animal if the animal has tested positively for Chronic Wasting Disease.

B.
Transportation of cervid carcasses and parts through Maine to other states, provinces, and countries

It is legal for individuals to transport through the state of Maine cervid carcasses or parts destined for other states, provinces, and countries. Such transportation is to occur without undue delay and using the most reasonably direct route through Maine to the final destination for the cervid carcass or parts. All cervid carcasses or parts transported through Maine will be completely contained in a manner that is both leak-proof and that prevents their exposure to the environment.
4.10
Snapping Turtles

1.
There is a closed season on the taking of snapping turtles for commercial purposes.

4.11
Registration and Tagging of Big Game and Fur Bearing Animals

A.
These rules shall be applicable to the establishment of agents and the operation of registration and tagging stations for the purpose of registering and tagging big game and furbearing animals as required by law.

B.
Big Game Registration Agents and Station Operations
1.
Big game registration agents shall be selected by the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife on the basis of need, but shall not exceed one per city or town, except as follows:

a.
To provide for the maintenance of big game registration stations which operated in 1983 so long as the provisions of this rule are complied with, or

b.
It is determined by the Inland Fisheries and Wildlife Commissioner that more than one big game registration agent is required to adequately service the hunting public. The need for additional agents shall be determined upon the following considerations:

(1)
Number and location of major access routes within the city or town;

(2)
Location of existing big game registration agents;

(3)
Deer registration levels; and

(4)
Areas with special deer hunting restrictions.

2.
The Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife shall enter into a written agreement with each big game registration agent which specified the minimum operating standards for registration stations. These standards shall include the following:

a.
Minimum time of operation - 8:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M.

b.
Minimum days of operation - Monday through Saturday

c.
Minimum registration and tagging requirements

d.
Station location

3.
The operators of big game registration stations which were operational during 1983 shall be formally designated as big game registration agents upon entering into a written agreement with the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife regarding minimal operating standards. Failure to enter into the above agreement may result in the elimination of the station.

4.
Agents designated by the Commissioner for the purpose of operating big game registration shall be responsible for complying with all pertinent laws, regulations, and performance agreements regarding the registration of big game animals.

5.
All agreements with big game registration agents shall remain in effect until:

a.
The agent no longer wishes to operate a big game registration station at the agreed upon location and terminates the agreement with the Commissioner;

b.
The agent changes the location of the station;

c.
The agent sells or leases the station location to another person;

d.
The designation is terminated by the Commissioner for failure to comply with pertinent laws, regulations, and performance agreement; or

e.
The designation is terminated by the Commissioner because of changing conditions, circumstances, or legal requirements.

6.
Agreements regarding the operation of big game registration stations are not transferable to another individual, location, business, corporation, etc.

7.
Individuals interested in becoming a big game registration agent shall contact the District Game Warden within whose district they wish to operate a registration station. When the need exists for a new registration station in a particular town, interested individuals will be given an application which must be completely and accurately completed and returned to the Commissioner by July 1 of the year in which the applicant wishes to become established as an agent. Applications will be considered only when there is a need for a new big game registration station in a city or town.

8.
The selection of new big game registration stations shall be made by the Commissioner to provide the most convenient and accessible means of registering big game animals. All selections shall be based upon the following considerations:

a.
Location of applicants in relation to the major access route(s) within a city or town.

b.
Location of applicants in relation to big game registration stations which were previously operated in a city or town.

C.
Fur Tagging Agents and Tagging Operations
1.
Fur tagging agents shall be established by the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife on the basis of need, except that the total number of such stations shall not exceed 50 statewide.

2.
Agents shall be located so as to provide tagging stations at strategic locations throughout the State. All selections shall be based upon the following considerations:

a.
Location of applicants in relation to the major access routes within the various sections of the State;

b.
Location of applicants in relation to other fur tagging agents. New fur tagging agents shall be a minimum of 20 airline miles from an existing agent;

c.
Location of applicants in relation to major fur buyers; and

d.
Fur harvest characteristics of the various sections of the State.

e.
Availability of personnel and facilities required to tag large lots of fur in an efficient and confidential manner.

3.
The Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife shall enter into a written agreement with each fur tagging agent which specifies the minimum operating standards for tagging stations.


These standards shall include the following:

a.
Minimum time of operation - 8:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M.

b.
Minimum days of operation - Monday through Saturday

c.
Minimum registration and tagging requirements

d.
Station location

e.
A restriction prohibiting the agent from holding a trapping or hide buyers license.

4.
The operators of tagging stations which were operational during 1983 shall be formally designated as fur tagging agents upon entering into a written agreement with the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife regarding the operation of the station according to minimal operating standards. Failure to enter into the above agreement may result in the elimination of the station.

5.
Agents designed by the Commissioner for the purpose of operating fur tagging stations shall be responsible for complying with all pertinent laws, regulations, and performance agreements regarding the tagging of the skins of furbearing animals.

6.
All contracts with fur tagging agents shall remain in effect until:

a.
The agent no longer wishes to operate a fur tagging station at the agreed upon location and terminates the agreement with the Commissioner;

b.
The agent changes the location of the station;

c.
The agent sells or leases the station location to another person, or

d.
The designation is terminated by the Commissioner.

7.
Agreements regarding the operation of fur tagging stations are not transferable to another individual, location, business, corporation, etc.

8.
Individuals interested in becoming a fur tagging agent shall contact the Warden Lieutenant within whose Region they wish to operate a tagging station. When the need exists for a new tagging station in a particular area, interested individuals will be provided an application which must be completely and accurately completed and returned to the Commissioner by September 1 of the year in which the applicant wishes to become established as an agent. Applications will be considered only when there is a need for new fur tagging station(s) in a particular section of the State.

D.
Termination of Services
1.
Whenever it comes to the attention of the Commissioner that a big game registration agent or a fur tagging agent has violated any provision of these rules, the Commissioner may immediately terminate the services of that agent.

2.
Whenever the services of a big game registration agent or a fur tagging agent are terminated, the Commissioner shall notify the agent in writing as to the circumstances surrounding the action and shall arrange to collect, from the agent, all state-owned wildlife registration and tagging materials. The Commissioner's notice shall state the ground for the termination, and shall give the specific factual basis if applicable. If the agent wishes to contest the termination, he shall notify the Commissioner in writing within ten days, specifying all areas of disagreement with the notice. He may supplement his position with written statements of witnesses. After reviewing the materials submitted, the Commissioner may decide to take no further action thus maintaining the original termination, or he may modify the termination in such fashion as he deems appropriate. Pending this determination, the original termination shall remain in effect.

4.12
Raccoon Dog Field Trials

A.
Scope of Rules

These rules shall be applicable only to raccoon dog field trials as authorized in Title 12, MRSA, Sections 7861 and 7862. Nothing in these rules shall in any way restrict or regulate the use of dogs by licensed hunters in taking raccoons during the open raccoon hunting season.

B.
Definition

The term "raccoon dog field trial" means any organized competition designed primarily to measure the performance of hounds which have been bred and/or trained for the purpose of trailing and treeing raccoons.

C.
Field Trial Events

Raccoon dog field trials may include, and shall be limited to, the following events:

1.
Night hunts

2.
Water races

3.
Drag races

4.
Treeing contests

D.
Written Notification Requirements

No organization shall conduct a raccoon dog field trial without first filing written notice of intent with the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife.

1.
Each notice of intent to conduct a raccoon dog field trial shall be filed with the Department at least 10 days prior to the field trials.

2.
Each notice of intent shall include the name of the organization which h will be conducting the field trial; the name of at least one of the officers of the organization; the date, time and location of the field trial; and the types of events which will be run during the field trial.

E.
Night Hunt Restrictions
1.
A night hunt may be included as part of a raccoon dog field trial only if the hunt is licensed by UKC (United Kennel Club), AKC (American Kennel Club), NKC (National Kennel Club), ACHA (American Coon Hound Association) or PCA (Professional Coonhunters Association), and is conducted in strict accordance with UKC, AKC, NKC, ACHA, or PCA rules.

F.
Penalties

Any person who violates any of the provisions of these rules shall be subject to the penalties provided in Title 12, MRSA §7901.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY:


4.01
Before 7-1-78; 12 MRSA, Sec. 1960-A



After 7-1-78; 12 MRSA Sec. 1960


4.02
12 MRSA Sections 10104, 11855

4.03
12 MRSA Sec. 2353


4.04
Before 7-1-78 - 12 MRSA Sec. 1960-A



After 7-1-78 - 12 MRSA Sec. 1960


4.05
12 MRSA Sec. 2352


4.06
12 MRSA, Sec. 2466-B

4.10
Before 7-1-78; 12 MRSA Sec. 1960-A

4.11
After 7-1-78; 12 MRSA Sec. 1960
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June 16, 1993 -
Sec. 1 (B)


July 5, 1995 -
Sec. 1 (G) & (K)


October 29, 1995 -
Sec. 1 (G)


November 3, 1997 -
Sec. 1 (G)


February 16, 1998 -
Sec. 1 (G)


October 27, 1998 -
Sec. 1 (G)


July 20, 1999
Sec. 1 (D); also repealed Sec. 1 (E)


August 7, 1999 -
Sec. 1 (D)


October 26, 1999 -
Sec. 1 (G)(1)(b)


November 15, 1999 -
Sec. 1 (J)


October 7, 2000 -
Sec. 1 (G)(1)(b)


August 16, 2003 -
Sec. 1 (G)(1), filing 2003-273


October 6, 2003 -
Sec. 1 (D), filing 2003-344


October 6, 2003 -
Sec. 1 (G)(1)(b and c)


July 11, 2004 -
Sec. 1 (G)(4), filing 2004-258


September 12, 2004 -
Sec. 1 (D), filing 2004-386


October 11, 2004 -
Sec. 1 (G)(1) and (G)(1)(b), filing 2004-446


October 17, 2005 -
Sec. 1 (G), filing 2005-413


July 17, 2006 -
Sec. 1 (D), filing 2006-314


October 16, 2006 -
Sec. 1(G)(1, 1.a., 1.b.), filing 2006-445


September 17, 2007 -
Sec. 1(G)(2) and (2-D), filing 2007-396

September 29, 2007 -
Sec. 1(J) and (K), filing 2007-416


October 5, 2007 -
Sec. 1(J), filing 2007-427 (EMERGENCY)


October 20, 2007 -
Sec. 1(G)(1) and (G)(1)(b), filing 2007-443


May 5, 2008 -
Sec. 1(J), filing 2008-180

July 14, 2008 -
Sec. 1(J), filing 2008-286


July 14, 2008 -
Sec. 1(D), filing 2008-287


October 14, 2008 -
Sec. 1(G), filing 2008-478


December 4, 2008 -
Sec. 1(K), filing 2008-570 (EMERGENCY)


October 20, 2009 -
Sec. 4.01(G)(1.a, 1.b), (K), filing 2009-547


October 10, 2010 -
Sec. 4.01(G)(1.a, 1.b), (K), filing 2010-463


November 8, 2010 -
Sec. 4.01(K), filing 2010-576 (EMERGENCY)

December 10, 2010 -
Sec. 4.01(J) & (K), filing 2010-616 (EMERGENCY)


September 28, 2011 -
Sec. 4.01(G), (J) & (K), filing 2011-318

October 24, 2011 -
Sec. 4.01(G), filing 2011-372


October 7, 2012 -
Sec. 4.01(G), (K), filing 2012-285. (Note: some language in 4.01(K) was left out of the online version of this filing; it was added back in as of December 10, 2014. E-versions in between may be defective in that way.)


October 8, 2013 -
Sec. 1(G, J), filing 2013-234. (Note: some language in 4.01(J) was left out of the online version of this filing; it was added back in as of December 10, 2014. E-versions in between may be defective in that way.)


October 4, 2014 -
Sec. 4.01(G), filing 2014-233


December 9, 2014 -
Sec. 4.01(J, K), filing 2014-285 (EMERGENCY)

August 18, 2015 -
Sec. 4.01 (G, 2-A), (J),( K), filing 2015-148


September 27, 2015 -
Sec. 4.01(G, 1.a, 1.b), filing 2015-172

October 12, 2016 -
Sec. 4.01((G, 1., 1.b., 4), O), filing 2016-168
SECTION 1 (4.01) (formerly 4.04)
EFFECTIVE DATE:


December 1, 1978 (filed 11-3-78)


December 1, 1978 (filed 6-1-79)

AMENDED:


November 1, 1979 - 
Sec. 4(A), (B) & (C)


December 1, 1979 - 
Sec. 4(A)


December 1, 1980 - 
Sec. 4(A) & (B)


October 20, 1981 - 
Sec. 4(A & B)


November 1, 1982 - 
Sec. 4


November 1, 1983 - 
Sec. 4(A & B)


November 3, 1984 - 
Sec. 4 A & B)


November 1, 1985 - 
Sec. 4


November 2, 1986 - 
Sec. 4


November 8, 1987 - 
Sec. 4(A) & (B)


October 25, 1988 - 
Sec. 4


October 23, 1989 - 
Sec. 4(A) & (B)


October 21, 1990 - 
Sec. 1 and 4


October 31, 1991 - 
Sec. 1 & 4 (EMERGENCY)


February 25, 1992 - 
Sec. 1 & 4


October 20, 1992 - 
Sec. 1 & 4


December 6, 1993 - 
Sec. 1 & 4


February 12, 1994 - 
Sec. 3


February 12, 1994 - 
Sec. 7


May 31, 1994 - 
Sec. 3


February 11, 1995 - 
Sec. 3


February 11, 1995 - 
Sec. 7


October 29, 1995 - 
Sub-sec. A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H


July 21, 1996 - 

Sec. 1(G)


August 14, 1996 - 

Sec. 1(G)


October 22, 1996 - 

Sec. 1(D)


October 22, 1996 - 

Sec. 1(G)


July 14, 1997 - 

Sec. a(G)


November 3, 1997 - 
Sec. 1(G)


February 16, 1998 - 
Sec. 1(G)


July 15, 1998 - 
Sec. 1(G)


October 27, 1998 - 
Sec. 1(G)


September 2, 2000 -
Sec. 1(M)


July 8, 2001 -
Sec. 1(D)


July 8, 2001 -
Sec. 1(G)(4)


October 14, 2001 -
Sec. 1(G)(1.b)


October 13, 2002 -
Sec. 1(G) - filing 2002-379

SECTION 2 (4.02)
EFFECTIVE DATE:


August 5, 1977


August 18, 1978


September 15, 1978 - filed 6-1-79)

AMENDED:


August 18, 1978 - 
Sec. 2 (B) (filed 7-27-78)


September 15, 1978 -
Sec. 2 (B) (filed 9-8-78)


June 1, 1979


August 31, 1979 - 
Sec. 2 (B)(1)(2)


September 29, 1979 - 
Sec. 2 (B)(3), (E&F)


September 15, 1980 - 
Sec. 2 (B)(1 & 2)


September 15, 1980 - 
Sec. 2 (B)(3), (F)


October 1, 1980 - 
Sec. 2 (C)


August 8, 1981 - 
Sec. 2 (B)(1 & 2)

REPEALED:


September 16, 1981 - 
Sec. 2 (C)

AMENDED:


September 16, 1981 - 
Sec. 2 (B)(3) & (F)


August 14, 1982 - 
Sec. 2 (B) (1&2)


September 26, 1982 - 
Sec. 2 (B)(3)


August 23, 1983 - 
Sec. 2 (B) (1 & 2)


September 18, 1983 - 
Sec. 2 (B)(3) & (D-G)


August 10, 1985 - 
Sec. 2 (B) (1&2)


September 17, 1985 - 
Sec. 2 (B)(3)&(D-G)


July 30, 1986 - 
Sec. 2 (H)


September 21, 1986 - 
Sec. 2 (B) & (D - I)


August 12, 1987 - 
Sec. 2 (H)


September 28, 1987 - 
Sec. 2 (B, E, F & I)


September 21, 1988 - 
Sec. 2 (B), D-I)


September 18, 1989 - 
Sec. 2 (B),(D),(F)&(I)


September 12, 1990 - 
Sec. 2(B) & (D)-(I)


September 15, 1991 - 
Sec. 2(B)and(D)-(I)


September 29, 1992 - 
Sec. 2 (B) & (D) -(I)


October 2, 1993 - 

Sec. 2 (B) & (D) - (I)


September 7, 1994 - 
Sec. 2


September 11, 1995 - 
Sec. 2 (B, D, E, F, H, I)


September 8, 1996 - 
Sec. 2 (B)


September 10, 1997 - 
Sec. 2 (B, E, F, G, H, I)


September 1, 1998 - 
Sec. 2 (B, E, F, G, H & I)


September 5, 1999 - 
Sec. 2 (B, G, H, I)


September 2, 2000 -
Sec. 2 (B, D, G, H, I)


September 4, 2001 -
Sec. 2 (B, H, I) - filing 2001-389


September 3, 2002 -
Sec. 2 (B, H, I) - filing 2002-333


August 31, 2003 -
Sec. 2 (B, H, I) - filing 2003-290


September 6, 2004 -
Sec. 2 (B, H, I) - filing 2004-378


September 7, 2005 -
Sec. 2 (B, H, I) - filing 2005-368


August 27, 2006 -
Sec. 2 (B, D, H, I) - filing 2006-392


August 29, 2007 -
Sec. 2(B, H, I) - filing 2007-358

September 7, 2008 -
Sec. 2(B, H, I) - filing 2008-388


August 28, 2009 -
Sec. 2(B, H, I) - filing 2009-445


August 31, 2010 -
Sec. 4.02 (B, H, I) - filing 2010-372


February 6, 2011 -
Sec. 4.02 (B)(5) - filing 2011-31


August 18, 2011 -
Sec. 4.02 (B, H, I) - filing 2011-290


August 26, 2012 -
Sec. 4.02 (B, D, H, I) - filing 2012-235


October 20, 2012 -
Sec. 4.02 (B, D, H, I) - filing 2012-235 as corrected


January 7, 2013 -
Sec. 4.02 (B)(5) – filing 2013-002

August 19, 2013 -
Sec. 4.02 (B, H, I) – filing  2013-203

August 29, 2013 -
Sec. 4.02(D), corrects error in Coastal Zone line (Calais abuts New Brunswick, not New Hampshire)


August 25, 2014 -
Sec. 4.02(B) – filing 2014-198


August 26, 2014 -
Sec. 4.02(B)(5) - filing 2014-202


August 18, 2015 -
Sec. 4.02(B) – filing 2015-150


April 16, 2016 -
Sec. 4l02 (B, F, H, I) – filing 2016-062
SECTION 3 (4.03)
EFFECTIVE DATE:


October 30, 1978 (filed 6-1-79)

AMENDED:


June 23, 1979 - 
Sec. 3 (A) & (B)


August 12, 1980 - 
Sec. 3 (B), (B) & (C)


August 8, 1981 - 
Sec. 3 (A-C)


August 3, 1982 - 
Sec. 3 (A, B & C)


July 2, 1983 - 
Sec. 3 (A,B & C)


June 26, 1984 - 
Sec. 3


February 12, 1985 - 
Sec. 3 (A)


July 30, 1985 - 
Sec. 3 (B)


October 27, 1985 - 
Sec. 3 (B)(5)


March 9, 1986 - 
Sec. 3 (A)


June 11, 1986 - 
Sec. 3 (B & C)


June 17, 1987 - 
Sec. 3 (A), (B) & (C)


May 25, 1988 - 
Sec. 3 (A),(B), & (C)


May 27, 1989 - 
Sec. 3


March 4, 1990 - 
Sec. 3 (A)


May 30, 1990 - 
Sec. 3 (B) & (C)


February 10, 1991 - 
Sec. 3 (A)


June 16, 1991 - 
Sec. 3 (C)


February 24, 1992 - 
Sec. 3 (A)


May 25, 1992 - 
Sec. 3 (C)


February 11, 1993 - 
Sec. 3 (A)


June 11, 1993 - 
Sec. 3 (B)


May 30, 1995 - 

Sec. 3 (B)(C)(D)


October 29, 1995 - 

Sec. 3 (A)


November 8, 1995


May 26, 1996 - 

Sec. 4.03 (C)(2)


October 22, 1996


March 15, 1997 - 

Sec. 4.03


May 21, 1997 - 

Sec. 4.03 (C)


July 14, 1997 - 

Sec. 4.03(A)


May 27, 1998 - 

Sec. 4.03(A - muzzloading, C(1); repeal C(2)

EFFECTIVE DATE CORRECTION:

March 25, 1997 - 
Sec. 4.03 -
adoption of the amendment apparently effective on February 19, 1997 had not been properly signed; a signed copy was received on March 10, effective March 15, 1997.


July 14, 1998 - 
Sec. 3(A) & (G)

REPEALED:


April 11, 1999 -
Sec. 4.03 (1994-1995)

AMENDED:


April 11, 1999 -
Sec. 4.03 (A, A-1, A-2, A-3), B(1),(2)


May 26, 1999 -
Sec. 4.03 (A-3), (B)(1), (2), (C)


May 21, 2000 -
Sec. 4.03 (C)(1)


May 21, 2000 -
Sec. 4.03 (A-3)


May 19, 2001 -
Sec. 4.03 (A), (B)(1), (E), (H) - filing 2001-157


May 19, 2001 -
Sec. 4.03 (C)(1) - filing 2001-158


July 8, 2001 -
Sec. 4.03 (H) - filing 2001-239


June 10, 2002 -
Sec. 4.03 (A-5) - filing 2002-182


June 10, 2002 -
Sec. 4.03 (C) - filing 2002-183


November 2, 2002 -
Sec. 4.03 (I)(4) - filing 2002-413


June 8, 2003 -
Sec. 4.03 - filing 2003-176


October 6, 2003 -
Sec. 4.03 - filing 2003-346


June 9, 2004 -
Sec. 4.03(C)(1) - filing 2004-194


June 9, 2004 -
Sec. 4.03(I)(6) - filing 2004-195


November 23, 2004 -
Sec. 4.03(I)(4) - filing 2004-542

 
June 12, 2005 -
Sec. 4.03(C)(1) - filing 2005-199


May 23, 2006 -
Sec. 4.03(I)(4) - filing 2006-207

May 29, 2006 -
Sec. 4.03(A-3) - filing 2006-227


July 28, 2007 -
Sec. 4.03(C)(1) - filing 2007-301


June 3, 2008 -
Sec. 4.03(B)&(C) - filing 2008-230


July 8, 2008 -
Sec. 4.03(A-3) - filing 2008-282


November 1, 2008 -
Sec. 4.03(I)(7) - filing 2008-518 (EMERGENCY)


August 3, 2009 -
Sec. 4.03(I)(7) - filing 2009-381

August 3, 2009 -
Sec. 4.03(A-5, B, C), filing 2009-382

October 1, 2009 -
Sec. 4.03(C) - filing 2009-532 (EMERGENCY - added additional deer hunting permits)


November 8, 2009 -
Sec. 4.03(I)(4), filing 2009-582

November 23, 2009 -
Sec. 4.03(A-3), filing 2009-605

May 30, 2010 -
Sec. 4.03(C), filing 2010-207


May 31, 2011 -
Sec. 4.03(C), filing 2011-159

September 14, 2011 -
Sec. 4.03(A-3), Expanded Archery Season, and Towns of Bangor, Hampden, Hermon, Old Town, Orono, and Veazie, filing 2011-312

May 30, 2012 -
Sec. 4.03(C), filing 2012-160

October 1, 2012 -
Sec. 4.03(I)(8), filing 2012-281 (sunsets October 1, 2015)

February 25, 2013 -
Section 4.03(A-3) correction


June 25, 2013 -
Section 4.03(C), filing 2013-143

November 26, 2013 -
Section 4.03(I)(8), filing 2013-288

August 25, 2014 -
Section 4.03(C), filing 2014-199

October 4, 2014 -
Section 4.03(A-2), filing 2014-233


August 11, 2015 -
Section 4.03(C), filing 2015-149


August 28, 2016 -
Section 4.03(A-5),(C), filing 2016-141

October 19, 2016 -
Section 4.03(A-6), filing 2016-173

December 3, 2016 -
Section 4.03(I)(8), filing 2016-205

SECTION (4.04) (formerly 4.07)
EFFECTIVE DATE:


January 17, 1990
AMENDED:


February 10, 1991 - 
Sec. 4.07 (A)


March 7, 1992 - 
Sec. 4.07 (A)


February 8, 1993 - 
Sec. 4.07 (A)


February 12, 1994 - 
Sec. 4.07 (A)


February 11, 1995 - 
Sec. 4.07 (A)


March 13, 1996


February 19, 1997


November 3, 1997


February 16, 1998 - 
Sec. 4.04 (A)


April 11, 1999 -
Sec. 4.04 (A.1., A.4.)


August 7, 1999 -
Sec. 4.04 (B)


July 8, 2001 -
Sec. 4.04 (B)


April 28, 2007 -
Sec. 4.04(B), filing 2007-147


May 14, 2016 -
Sec. 4.04(A), filing 2016-088
SECTION 5 (4.05) (formerly 4.11)
EFFECTIVE DATE:


June 8, 1980

AMENDED:


December 1, 1981 - 
Sec. 4.11 (A,B,C & D)


June 1, 1980 - 
Sec. 4.11 (A-G)


January 1, 1983 - 
Sec. 4.11 (A)(1)


January 25, 1984 - 
Sec. 4.11 (A, B & E)


July 25, 1984 - 
Sec. 4.11 (D)(4)


February 12, 1985 - 
Sec. 4.11


September 21, 1985 - 
Sec. 4.11 (also Ch.6,13 & 14)


January 5, 1986 - 
Sec. 4.11 (A & C)


January 17, 1987 - 
Sec. 4.11 (A), (C)(2)


December 19, 1987 - 
Sec. 4.11 (A)


January 3, 1989 - 
Sec. 4.11 (A)


December 27, 1989 - 
Sec. 4.11 (A)


December 26, 1990 - 
Sec. 4.11 (A)(1)


January 8, 1992 - 
Sec. 4.11 (A)(1)


December 28, 1992 - 
Sec. 4.11


December 25, 1993 - 
Sec. 4.11 (A) & (C)


April 4, 1994 - 
Sec. 4.11 (A) & (C)


January 11, 1995 - 
Sec. 4.11 (A)(C) & (H)


November 8, 1995


October 22, 1996


January 20, 1998 - 

Sec. 4.05(H,I & J)


February 16, 1998 - 
Sec. 4.05(A), (C).


December 14, 1998 - 
Sec. 4.05(A)(1 & 2)


August 7, 1999 -
Sec. 4.05(B)(2) repealed


December 28, 1999 -
Sec. 4.05(C)(2)


September 2, 2000 -
Sec. 4.05(A)(1 & 2), C, D(2), J(4)(a)


January 20, 1998 -
Sec. 4.05(H, I, J)


February 17, 2001 -
Sec. 4.05(C)(1)


May 7, 2002 -

Sec. 4.05(A)(1)


January 4, 2003 -
Sec. 4.05(A)(1), 4.05(C) - filing 2002-513


December 22, 2003 -
Sec. 4.05(C)(1) - filing 2003-472


February 1, 2005 -
Sec. 4.05(A)(1) - filing 2005-45


December 28, 2005 -
Sec. 4.05 - filing 2005-434


March 19, 2007 -
Sec. 4.05 - filing 2007-96


August 13, 2007 -
Sec. 4.05 - filing 2007-326


January 17, 2009 
Sec. 4.05 - filing 2009-25


April 19, 2009 -
Sec. 4.05(H) - filing 2009-160


April 19, 2009 -
Sec. 4.05 - filing 2009-161

December 16, 2009 -
Sec. 4.05 - filing 2009-650


December 28, 2009 -
Sec. 4.05(A)(1) - filing 2009-684


May 2, 2010 -
Sec. 4.05(K) - filing 2010-160


January 1, 2011 -
Sec. 4.05(A)(1 & 2) - filing 2010-232


January 11, 2011 -
Sec. 4.05(C)(1) - filing 2011-10


June 13, 2011 -
Sec. 4.05(K) - filing 2011-182

April 7, 2012 -
Sec. 4.05(C)(1) – filing 2012-95


May 8, 2012 -
Sec. 4.05(K), filing 2012-140


March 30, 2013 -
Sec. 4.05(A)(2) and (C), filing 2013-070

May 26, 2013 -
Sec. 4.05(K)(1)(b), filing 2013-116


June 25, 2013 -
Sec. 4.05(A)(2), filing 2013-144


May 21, 2014 -
Sec. 4.05 (C), D(4), filing 2014-095 


June 23, 2014 -
Sec. 4.05(B&C), filing 2014-123


October 4, 2014 -
Sec 4.05(D), filing 2014-233


May 13, 2015 -
Sec 4.05(C), filing 2015-088


May 14, 2016 -
Sec. 4.05(A&C), filing 2016-089
SECTION 6 (4.06) (formerly 4.14)
EFFECTIVE DATE:

January 7, 1986

AMENDED:


December 19, 1987 - 
Sec. 14


December 18, 1989 - 
Sec. 14


January 8, 1992 - 
Sec. 14


December 25, 1993 - 
Sec. 14


January 11, 1995 - 

Sec. 14 (B)(2)


November 3, 1995


February 16, 1998 - 
A (1), B (3)


December 14, 1998 - 
A, B, C & F


December 28, 1999 -
B(3)


December 24, 2000 -
A, B, and C repealed and replaced


November 5, 2001 -
A amended, B and C repealed and replaced


June 10, 2002 -
repealed paragraphs D, E, F, and G and replaced them with subsections 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6. filing 2002-184.

NON-SUBSTANTIVE CORRECTION:


June 10, 2002 -
added the subsection number and title "1. Spring Season" for consistency with filing 2002-184.

AMENDED:


November 2, 2002 -
filing 2002-414


October 6, 2003 -
filing 2003-345


November 8, 2003 -
filing 2003-391


November 23, 2004 -
filing 2004-543

October 12, 2005 -
filing 2005-409, paragraphs 2(B) and (C)

November 23, 2005 -
filing 2005-476, subsection 1

July 11, 2006 -
4.06(2) - filing 2006-315

December 9, 2006 -
4.06(1) - filing 2006-502


September 29, 2007 -
4.06(2) and (5), filing 2007-415


November 25, 2008 -
4.06, filing 2008-556


October 20, 2009 -
4.06(2)(A), filing 2009-548


November 8, 2009 -
4.06(1)(B), filing 2009-583


November 8, 2010 -
4.06(1)(A,B), filing 2010-548


April 26, 2011 -
4.06(1)(A), filing 2011-126


October 9, 2011 -
4.06(2)(A), filing 2011-360

December 13, 2011 –
4.06(1), filing 2011-431


May 6, 2012 -
4.06(1)(A) and (F), and (2)(E), filing 2012-137


August 25, 2012 -
4.06(2)(A), filing 2012-232


September 30, 2013 -
4.06(1) and (2), filing 2013-227

August 25, 2014 -
4.06(2), filing 2014-201


April 8, 2015 -
4.06(1)(B), (4), (5), (6), filing 2014-061


April 17, 2016 -
4.06(1)(B, E), (2), filing 2016-065

SECTION 7 (4.07) (formerly 4.05)
EFFECTIVE DATE:


January 1, 1979 (filed 10-30-78)


January 1, 1979 (filed 6-1-79)


November 8, 2003 - filing 2003-392

REPEALED:


August 19, 2009 - filing 2009-445

SECTION 8 (4.08) (formerly 4.06)
EFFECTIVE DATE:


October 15, 1977 (filed 6-1-79)

AMENDED:


January 29, 1991


December 2, 1991


July 12, 2010 - filing 2010-285


August 30, 2010 - filing 2010-373


March 31, 2014 – 4.08(E)(21), filing 2014-057

SECTION 9 (4.09)
EFFECTIVE DATE:


January 14, 2006 - filing 2006-11

AMENDED:


August 30, 2010 -
Sec. 4.09, filing 2010-374

SECTION 10 (4.10)
EFFECTIVE DATE:


October 1, 1974 (filed 6-1-79)

AMENDED:


November 23, 1981 - 
Sec. 10 (B)


* October 3, 1982 - 
Sec. 10 (C) & 1(G)


July 25, 1984 - 
Sec. 10 (C) & 1 (G & J)


August 12, 1987 - 
Sec. 10 (C) &




Sec. 1 (G, I, K, N, P)

REPEALED:


May 26, 1996

SECTION 10 (4.10) (formerly 4.15)
EFFECTIVE DATE:


August 2, 1988


September 24, 2002 -
Sec. 4.10 - filing 2002-353

SECTION 11 (4.11) (formerly 4.13)
EFFECTIVE DATE:


September 18, 1984

SECTION 12 (4.12)
EFFECTIVE DATE:


May 18, 1982

SECTION 16 (Coyote Awards Program):
EFFECTIVE DATE:


October 23, 1989

REPEALED:


May 26, 1996 - filing 96-239
