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TANF WORKER SUPPLEMENT (TWS)
Reference 

GENERAL RULE: TANF Worker Supplement (TWS) is a TANF supplement available to working families who received TANF or PaS in 1 of the 3 months immediately preceding the month of ineligibility. Increased hours of work or increased earnings must have caused the closure. (See EXCEPTION TO GENERAL RULE, below) TWS is restricted to the purchase of food products, like the Federal Food Supplement Program.


TWS is available in the following situations


1.
For TANF/IC only, if the number of hours worked by the individual who had been determined incapacitated increases to more than 20 hours per week.


2.
For TANF/UP only, if the number of hours worked by the PWE increases to more than 130 hours per month.

3.
For a family with a parent who is sanctioned from the assistance grant, if the sanctioned parent goes to work for 30 hours or more.

4.
If an increase in earnings or hours of work that occurs in conjunction with another change that causes ineligibility.

EXCEPTION TO GENERAL RULE: TWS is also available to families in which one or both adults are working at paid employment; and, although they remain financially eligible for TANF or PaS benefits, request their benefits be terminated.


A family with a parent who is under sanction for non-compliance with DSER or who has been disqualified due to an Intentional Program Violation is not eligible for TWS.


Application Process

Eligibility for TWS shall be determined by staff of the Office of Integrated Access and Support upon oral or written request in the 12 month period, immediately following TANF closure. TWS begins in the first month of TANF ineligibility. 

NOTE:
Families cannot receive TANF and TANF Worker Supplement concurrently.

NOTE:
Families cannot receive Alternative Aid and TANF Worker Supplement concurrently. TWS will be suspended for families who apply and are found eligible for Alternative Aid while receiving TWS. TWS will be reinstated once the Alternative Aid eligibility period ends.
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NOTE:
Families may elect to withdraw from TWS at any point during their three consecutive years.

TWS Benefits

TWS is a food assistance benefit that can only be used for the types of food purchases allowed by the Food Supplement Program. Eligibility for TWS will continue for 3 consecutive years if not interrupted by a change in circumstances beginning with the first month of regular basic TANF ineligibility. Families applying for TWS after the first month of eligibility forfeit those months. There will be no retroactivity.

The recipient is eligible for a payment of:



$100 per month for the first 12 months following the first month of regular basic TANF ineligibility.


$75 per month for the second 12 months



$50 per month for the third 12 months


Benefits will not be prorated.

Payment Issuance

The Department will issue the TWS benefit to the recipient monthly. The benefit will be placed on the recipient’s EBT card and must be used for the purchase of food items.


Reporting Responsibilities

The TANF Worker Supplement (TWS) benefit will remain constant until the recipient reports a change that affects the TWS benefit.


At least every six months the recipient must verify hours of employment.


Within 10 days of its occurrence, TWS recipients have a mandatory duty to report any of the following:


1.
Employment ceases


2.
The last eligible child leaves the home


3.
The last eligible child turns 18
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Verification of Hours & Eligibility

TWS recipients must verify hours of employment prior to granting an application for TWS unless this has been verified within the previous 30 days and at least every six months thereafter. TWS cases must verify that there is an eligible child in the household at least every six months.



















