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OFFICE OF CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES

Chapter 21:
RULES FOR THE PROVISION OF ROOM AND BOARD PAYMENTS FOR RESIDENTIAL PROGRAMS SERVING CHILDREN

SECTION 1:
PURPOSE

To provide reimbursement at a standard rate within the available funds, to ensure that the payments are reasonable and consistently applied to like programs while meeting the needs of the children in the facility.

SECTION 2:
LEGAL BASE

The authority of the Department of Human Services to accept and administer funds that may be available from state and federal sources for the provision of residential services is contained in Title 22 MRSA, Sub-chapter VII, §§ 4004 and 4062.

SECTION 3:
DEFINITIONS

A.
"OCFS" or "Office" means the Office of Child and Family Services.

B.
"OMS" means the Office of MaineCare Services.

C.
"Contract" means a written document which sets forth the duties and obligations of the Office of Child & Family Services and the Provider.

D.
"DHHS" means the Department of Health and Human Services.

E.
Children's Residential Programs mean facilities that are licensed by the State of Maine as congregate care or residential treatment programs for children.

F.
"Provider" means a private corporation with which the OCFS has established a contract to purchase services.

G.
"Room and Board" means those services essential to meet the basic physical, social and biological needs of the child.

SECTION 4:
CONTRACT DEVELOPMENT

A.
The Office of Child and Family Services shall purchase services from licensed providers through a contract administered by OCFS, unless an exception is approved.

B.
Contracts shall include the rate which shall be established by the process set forward in this rule for children's residential programs and will thereafter be periodically reviewed. Additionally, contracts shall include applicable caps on costs, the expectations for services to be provided, and any other provisions that are appropriate.

C.
Contracts are non-encumbered and are reimbursed on a daily rate per-child occupied bed day basis.

D.
Contract amendments shall be made in writing and signed by all parties.

E.
Revised rates will be stipulated by letter from OCFS.

SECTION 5

Effective April 1, 2013 Room and Board RATE: $54.45 per occupied bed day.

SECTION 5A:
REIMBURSEMENT FOR MEDICAL TREATMENT

Within the limits of available funds, at the discretion of the Commissioner, the Department may reimburse for some medical treatments that are not reimbursed under MaineCare. This requires written prior approval. Providers shall submit written requests for prior approval, and such funds will be distributed only upon written prior approval by the Director, Office of Child and Family Services.

SECTION 6:
PAYMENTS AND BILLING PROCEDURES

A.
Routine Payments
1.
Payments shall be made according to the established rate as set forth in this rule by either billing the Department or by direct payment as agreed upon by all parties prior to the placement of the child in the program.

2.
Payments shall be made for the day of admission into the program but not the day of discharge

B.
Adjustments
1.
Overpayments due to revised rates shall be either

a.
Deducted from future payments immediately or according to a schedule approved by the OCFS Director, or

b.
Repaid by the Provider as a lump sum payment within one month.

2.
Repayment refusal by the Provider may result in the suspension of the contract. Underpayments shall be made to the Provider within one month.

3.
Reimbursement shall not be made to the Provider for services that are over one year old.

4.
Providers may seek a review of the repayment plan established by the Bureau by contacting the Director, Division of Operations.

C.
Cost Reports
The Provider shall submit to OCFS Cost Reports for the Provider's fiscal year, which are due to the Department within 90 days following the end of the Provider's fiscal year. The Department provides a standard cost report format, which shall be used by providers. Providers can obtain this standard cost report via the OCFS website.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 22 MRSA sub-ch. VII §4004 and 4062

EFFECTIVE DATE:


January 1, 2001 – filing 2000-562

AMENDED:


April 1, 2013 – filing 2013-066 (EMERGENCY, major substantive)
