MOCK ELECTION IDEAS

FOR YOUR SCHOOL 

Listed below are a number of ideas that you may use in developing your mock election programs.  Feel free to use these ideas or incorporate them into your own programs and curriculum.   Additionally, the National Student/Parent Mock Election Organization has established lesson plans and other ideas which can be found on their website at: http://www.nationalmockelection.org
Ideas to get you started

· Invite candidates to speak to your class or school assembly. In addition to the candidates for President and Congress, the candidates for the Maine Senate and Maine House of Representatives can be contacted to participate. Have students research the candidates' positions on the issues and prepare questions for the speakers. 

· Create a Mock Election home page, or visit one of the many Mock Election related sites.  Share information with other schools about your mock election activities.   

· Establish a mock election committee in your town or school district. Involve the town clerk, other educators, senior citizen groups, the League of Women Voters, etc. Use this committee to plan events in your school that involve the whole community. 

· Partner with your local municipal clerk or registrar.  Invite them to visit your class and explain the voting process.  Inquire about the possibility of having a mock election voting booth set up for students in the school.

· Assign students to political parties and conduct a convention with students taking part as candidates, campaign managers, speech writers, reporters, etc. 

· Review newspaper articles and news reports on the candidates or referendum issues. Analyze the media's coverage of the candidates and issues. Hold weekly meetings to discuss the recent development in the campaigns. 

· Plan and organize a speech-writing or quiz team competition. 

