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What are Beginning with Habitat Focus Areas?

Beginning with Habitat  (BwH) Focus Areas are natural areas of statewide ecological significance that contain unusually rich concentrations of at-risk species and habitats.  These areas, identified by biologists from the Maine Natural Areas Program (MNAP) and Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife (MDIFW), support rare plants, animals, and natural communities, high quality common natural communities; significant wildlife habitats; and their intersections with large blocks of undeveloped habitat.  BwH Focus Area boundaries are drawn based on the species and natural communities that occur within them and the supporting landscape conditions that contribute to the long-term viability of the species, habitats, and community types.  

Why Designate Focus Areas?

It is hoped that the mapping of a BwH Focus Area will help to build regional awareness, and draw attention to the exceptional natural landscape conditions that result in a convergence of multiple resource occurrences.  The resulting appreciation of these truly special places can then provide momentum to municipalities, land trusts, and regional initiatives focused on strategic approaches to conservation.

Are Other Areas Insignificant?

To date, collaborative efforts by state, federal, and conservation organization biologists have resulted in the designation of approximately 90 Focus Areas of statewide ecological significance.  Areas that rise to the level of statewide ecological significance may not occur within the jurisdiction of every land trust, or within the boundaries of every town. Strategic conservation planning is important at all levels and can be pursued to identify areas of local or regional significance as well. Although the frame of reference of BwH efforts has been a comprehensive analysis of Maine’s organized territories, the criteria used in designated focus areas can be easily adapted to the local or regional perspective.  BwH data including High Value Plant and Animal Habitats and Undeveloped Habitat Blocks offer a good starting point to identify unique locations rich in significant habitat feature convergence that can then be designated as local focus areas that serve as a starting point for developing your strategic approach to habitat conseration. 

Focus Areas of Statewide Ecological Significance








